
 1 

RG-50.944.0020 
Recorded in Dindeşti, Romania 
Summary 
 
Helena Klain [1924? Dengeleg (Dindeşti, Romania)] 
 
The beginning of the recording is missing: no DPOB, no maiden name. Her approximate 
birth year is inferred from her story.  
She does not remember her father who died when she was five years old. Her mother 
raised her, two older brothers, an older sister, and a younger brother. They had a store 
and some land, where they kept a cow and small animals. There were five Jewish 
families in her village, more or less related to one another. The village had a mixed 
population of Romanians and Hungarians. Her mother spoke Yiddish to them, but they 
usually answered in Hungarian, although she still understands Yiddish and can still speak 
Romanian. Her mother kept a kosher kitchen, lit candles every Friday, and celebrated 
the Jewish holidays.  
She is religious and kept all the customs she grew up with. During the interview, there is 
a lot of discussion of food, recipes, kitchen implements, etc. 
At the beginning of May 1944, when she was 20 years old, Jews in the village were 
rounded up. It was unexpected. They had no prior official information nor were there 
rumors. She first said that the gendarmes who came to their homes were not locals, but 
later contradicted herself in the interview, saying that local gendarmes and Hungarian 
civilians came to get them. They took away their jewelry. One of them sawed the 
earrings off her ears. Horse-drawn carriages transported them to the ghetto in 
Szatmár[németi] (Satu Mare, Romania), which was in a church. She had no memories of 
the ghetto. She was there for about three weeks with most of her family – the two older 
brothers were in forced labor - and six cousins. Around May 24, she and her family had 
to get on a train, the third and last that left from Szatmár[németi]. She remembers 
traveling for three days and arriving in Auschwitz on May 27, at night. She said they 
were so exhausted that they did not even notice what had happened to them. She was 
separated from her mother and sister who had a child, and also from her younger 
brother who was 18. The cousins stayed together. They were told that they would see 
their family in the morning. She did indeed see her younger brother and an uncle for 
some moments as they were lined up with the men on the other side of the fence. She 
was tattooed with the number: 13051. She said that Polish prisoners told them that 
getting a tattoo meant work and survival, while her mother “went up in smoke.” She 
was in Auschwitz until September under harsh conditions, with very little food. At the 
beginning she said they got soup with something in it to stop their menses. In the 
morning, they stood for hours in Appell and then carried bricks for a new crematorium 
under construction. She described a near-death experience: she had blisters on her skin 
and Mengele sent her to the line for the crematorium, but one of the Kapos, a Polish 
Jew pushed her back into the work crew. Beside her cousins [did not mention names], 
she remembered one prison mate, a young woman from Budapest, Ibolya Levandel, 
who did not survive the camps.  
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In September 1944, they were transported to Mühlhausen “near Leipzig” [it was a sub 
camp of Buchenwald, ca. 200 km from Leipzig] to work in an airplane factory. 6-7,000 
women worked there. The overseers were older German women, and some elderly 
men. One of them was an ethnic German from a nearby village of Dengeleg.  She said 
that the treatment was not bad there. There were seven-eight women to a room, and 
on Sundays they could bathe and wash their clothes. They got little food, but more of it 
and better than in Auschwitz. The factory was ca. three kilometers from their barracks, 
in a pine forest. The factory was camouflaged with small pine trees on the top of the flat 
roofed building for protection from Allied bombardment. She spent about two month in 
the factory [chronology is not clear]. 
In the spring, she was transported to Bergen-Belsen. It is not clear how long she was 
there. The prisoners did not work. They were lying on the ground, received no food, 
were full of lice, and most of them had typhus. They were liberated by “British troops.” 
[Bergen-Belsen was liberated by U.S. troops on April 4.] She weighed 28kg. She said she 
would not have survived another two days.  
She stayed in Bergen-Belsen until November, and when released she weighed 72kg. She 
showed her Romanian-language release form. It took almost a month to get home.  
She went home because she hoped to see her brothers, although she could have gone 
to Sweden with two of her cousins.  
No one returned from her family. The neighbor’s son lived in her family home, but gave 
it back when she married in 1946. She knew her husband Haim (sp?) from her 
childhood. He survived forced labor in Ukraine and fled and hid with four other men 
until liberation.  
In the first few years after her return, she felt no joy, and could not cry. She had 
phantom pains that disappeared after a negative diagnosis by a physician.  
She and her husband stayed in Dengeleg, but bought another house around 1985.  
Her husband died in the meantime.   
At the time of the interview, she either lived with her daughter (and her family?), or 
another female relative who spoke Romanian.  
She said that since the first interview she had not slept well because what she 
remembered disturbed her and because she had tried to think of everything that 
happened to her. 
She showed her old prayer book and a Torah decoration that her husband found after 
the war in the school building where some of the confiscated items from Jewish homes 
were stored.  
She also has a bed sheet that she took from Bergen-Belsen from the British housing.    
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