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Summary 
 
Mrs. Gavor’s could not remember dates and places well, and it is hard to separate facts 
from visions she had; the repeated themes of these visions were of her sister’s death in 
Bergen-Belsen and working in a very beautiful forest.  
She hesitantly agreed to the interview, telling the interviewer that she had heart disease 
and other health issues and that remembering, especially talking about Auschwitz, 
would upset her. 
 
Olga Gavor, born Hoffmann in 1925 in Szilágykövesd (Chieşd), Romania.  
Her father was an agrarian engineer and owned ca. 1,000 acres land in the Szalárd 
(Šalard, Bihar County, Romania) area where she grew up. She had two older brothers 
and an older sister. They had a privileged life; had farm workers and servants. Her family 
was not religious. Her father was a decorated officer of WWI. When Hungary reoccupied 
Northern Transylvania [September 1940], Mrs. Gavor’s father greeted [Regent] Horthy 
on horseback and was very happy about the occupation. When Hungarian authorities 
introduced anti-Jewish legislation, her father was exempt due to his war service. Her 
parents did not suspect that anything could happen to them; they had no intention of 
hiding or fleeing. 
Her brothers were studying at a boarding school in Kecskemét, Hungary, and were taken 
from there for forced labor. 
In [May] 1944, four gendarmes appeared at their home and told them to pack. They 
were taken to the ghetto in Szilágysomlyó (Şimleu Silvanei) set up in a brick factory. She 
does not remember the ghetto. Sometime later [beginning of June], her parents and her 
sister were taken to Auschwitz. She never saw her parents again but was together with 
her sister who took care of her. It is not clear how long she was in Auschwitz. She and 
her sister worked. After some months they were transferred to a forest in Unterlüss 
[sub camp of Bergen-Belsen between August 1944 and April 1945] where most of the 
women chopped wood, but she worked in the kitchen. Her sister became ill and was put 
in a transport to Bergen-Belsen. She did not want to be separated from her sister and 
went with her. Her sister died in February [1945]. She barely survived Bergen-Belsen. 
She got typhus and was nearly unconscious when the British army arrived at the camp. 
Later, she was told that she weighed 30 kg.  
It was September 1945 before she was strong enough to return home.  
She returned because she had a vision [or was it her vision at the time of the interview?] 
that her brothers were looking for her. She arrived home in November 1945. 
Her brothers were already at home; one survived forced labor in the Soviet Union, the 
other in Budapest. Initially, she and her brothers met in Magyarcsahoj (Cehal), in her 
maternal grandmother’s home, then moved Tasnádszántó (Tăşnad) where her father 
had a house and land. She was deeply depressed for about two years. A family, which 
used to work for her father cared for her during this time.  
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In 1947, she moved to relatives in Nagyvárad [Oradea]. She had several suitors, but for a 
while she could not imagine being able to love someone.  
She finally married a Hungarian Jewish man. 
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