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RG-50.944.0026 
conducted in Oradea, Romania 
Summary 
 
Viora Braun, born Rosenzweig, September 30, 1926, Margitta (Marghita), Romania. She was 
born into an orthodox Jewish family. Her father came from Kémer (Camăr), her mother from 
Bucharest. She had an older and two younger brothers. Her father and other Jewish men went 
to the synagogue every day, mornings and evenings, her mother and women in general only on 
holidays. The boys received religious instruction in Hebrew. They had a strictly kosher 
household, eating the traditional food. She and her older brother were not religious though, 
and outside the family home they ate everything, even sausage that was not kosher. They 
spoke Hungarian at home. In school, until 1940, the official language was Romanian. Some of 
the teachers belonged to the Iron Guard, and there was some anti-Semitism.  
Margitta was of mixed ethnicity, with a Hungarian majority, Romanian, and sizable Jewish 
population.  
In 1940 when Hungary reoccupied Margitta, she was vacationing in Kémer and had difficulties 
getting home.  
In 1944, when she was not yet 18, Hungarian gendarmes took her and her family to the ghetto 
in Nagyvárad. Beforehand, they had heard that Jews from their area had to leave their homes. 
They knew what to pack. She had sewn backpacks for her family members from tablecloths in 
her dowry.    
In Nagyvárad, there was a separate ghetto for the Jews who lived in small towns and villages 
outside of the city. It was in a brick factory and was very crowded. They ate what they took 
from home. She did not remember how long they were in the ghetto. She seemed to remember 
that her family was still together in the ghetto, but her mother (age 42) and her younger 
brothers (five and ten) were in a separate transport to Auschwitz. She was with her friend Juci 
Kopper.  
In Auschwitz, Mengele, after some hesitation selected her to work. She had some kind of 
(unspecified) illness before deportation and felt weak, and looked younger than her age.  
She remembered the shower, the humiliation of being shaven, and being naked in front of 
Mengele and German soldiers.  
She remembered that Auschwitz was the most terrible place, but she did not remember how 
long she stayed there. Once or twice she was transferred to work places before she was sent to 
Fallersleben [sub-camp of Neuengamme, in Lower Saxony], Germany. The women in that camp 
were putting together floating mines, which were filled with explosives by Ukrainian male 
workers during the night shift. The conditions; food and lodging were better in Fallersleben 
than in Auschwitz. She did not remember how long she was there. She was transferred to 
Salzwedel [Fallersleben’s prisoners were evacuated in early April 1945 to Salzwedel, also a sub-
camp of Neuengamme] where U.S. Army liberated them sometime in early May. She was weak, 
had lost a lot of weight.  
She stayed for a while in Salzwedel. Her brother, who was liberated earlier – she did not 
remember where - found her. She and her brother returned together to Margitta. They found 
an empty house. She does not know what happened to her father. Her mother with her two 
younger brothers were killed upon arrival in Auschwitz.  
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In 1946, she married a friend of her brother, whom she knew already before the war. He was a 
[Communist] political activist. She became active in women’s issues. First they moved to 
Bucharest, then they lived in Nagyvárad.  
Two sons, György and Péter were born in 1949 and 1952, respectively. 
Her son György was present during the interview and helped her to remember.  
As she grew old, she found her way to religion and became a member of the Jewish Community 
in Nagyvárad. 
Asked about her attitude toward the past, she said: “we forget, but do not forgive.” 
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