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September 14, 2017, Bratislava, Slovakia 
Summary 
 
Mr. Bachnár asked to be excused for his lack of facility in Hungarian, since he has no 
opportunity to practice it with anyone, but his Hungarian was perfectly understandable.  
 
Alexander Bachnár was born in 1919 in Tapolcsany, Hungary, a small town that became 
part of Slovakia in 1920 [after the Trianon Treaty]; Tapol’čany. Almost half of the town’s 
population was Jewish. His family was among the poorest Jews, with eleven children. His 
father was a painter. The family was not orthodox, but kept kosher, and celebrated the 
Sabbath and the holidays. His parents spoke Hungarian with each other, but Slovak with 
the children. He attended Slovak schools. His older brothers were tinsmiths, 
upholsterer, taxi driver, and his sisters were seamstresses. One of his brothers left for 
Palestine in 1936 and joined a kibbutz. His younger brother and sisters were twins, born 
in 1924. His mother, and seven of his siblings were killed in Kremnička in late 1944 [site 
of massacres between November 1944 and February 1945, the twins in Auschwitz and 
Treblinka].  
He was the only one in the family who went to high school. As a consequence of the 
anti-Jewish laws, he could not become a teacher. He was in hachshara, in agricultural 
training and also joined the communist youth organization. In 1942, he was called up for 
forced labor. He was doing construction work for the Danube canal. In 1943, he was 
transferred to a concentration camp in Nováky. He joined the underground movement 
in the camp, which was preparing to rise up against a new wave of deportations. They 
had information that Jews were being killed in Auschwitz. Mr. Bachnár told the 
interviewer that he heard about the Auschwitz Protocols and met Alfred Wetzler after 
the war. The underground organization acquired weapons and practiced at nights. 
When the Slovak national uprising broke out on August 29, 1944, 250 Jewish men had 
weapons. They joined the partisans. He became the leader of a 35-man unit, with nine 
Hungarian Jews, one French, and one Yugoslav partisan. His unit was subordinate to a 
larger Soviet unit under a major. He fought until April 1945.  
He joined the communist party. His hope was that antisemitism and nationalism would 
never return. He became a journalist and editor for the military. In 1950, during the 
Slansky trial, he lost his job, because he was Jewish. For two years, he worked in a 
factory. Subsequently, he resumed work as a journalist until 1968, when he again was 
ousted from his profession. He was in Hungary when the armies of the Soviet allies 
marched into Czechoslovakia. For the rest of his professional career he worked as a 
translator of French, German, and Hungarian articles in a health policy-related institute.  
After retirement, he worked for the Slovak Anti-Fascist Alliance. He is still giving 
interviews, as one of the last survivors of the Holocaust in Slovakia. 
Asked whether it was well known in Slovakia that Jews were among the partisans, Mr. 
Bachnár said that it was a taboo subject after the war, later it was acknowledged, 
though not to the real extent of Jewish participation: over a thousand Jews joined the 
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partisans, 250 from Nováky, of which 38 lost their lives, mainly at the beginning. They 
had only three days of training and were sent to the front lines.  
His father survived the war. He was 62 in 1944, and when he could not keep up with the 
march in Kremnička, a guard hit him during the night. He survived however with a 
broken leg. Slovaks found him the next morning and took him to Banská Bystrica to a 
doctor who saved him and hid him for the rest of the war. In 1947, he left for Palestine 
and lived with his son.  
Mr. Bachnár saw to it that the doctor who saved his father’s life and that of others, Dr. 
[Daniel] Petelen was named by Israel as one of the Righteous Among the Nations and a 
tree planted in his honor. 
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