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Summary 
 
Tibor Ehrenfeld was born on September 18, 1928 in Košice (Kassa), Czechoslovakia, but 
he grew up in Rožňovo (Rozsnyó). His grandfather and father owned a hardware store 
and a house there. His father was his mother’s second husband. Her first husband was a 
Christian, a Czech military officer. She had a daughter from that marriage, who also 
married a Christian. The family was not religious. They considered themselves Jews of 
Hungarian nationality. They spoke Hungarian at home. Hungarians were still the 
majority of the population in Slovakia in his childhood. Schooling was in the Slovak 
language.  
Rozsnyó was reoccupied by Hungary after the Munich Pact in November 1938. 
Therefore, ghettoization and deportation occurred after the German occupation of 
Hungary, in March 1944. First, Jews had to wear the Yellow Star, then a ghetto was set 
up. Some prominent Jews, physicians, lawyers were arrested. Most of the 400 Jewish 
inhabitants had to go to the ghetto. The younger men, Mr. Ehrenfeld among them, were 
called up for forced labor. He reported to Tolcsva (Jolsva, Slovakia), while his father had 
to go to Kunmadaras. There were about 20 Jews from Rozsnyó in Tolcsva. The 
commander, named Varga, a local landowner and spice merchant, a first lieutenant in 
the military reserve, treated them well. They worked in forestry. They managed to stay 
together until September 1944, when they were transferred to Tornalja (Tornal’a). They 
were employed in agriculture. Some people escaped over the border to Slovakia, where 
the Slovak National Uprising broke out in August 1944.  
In a few weeks, they were transferred to western Hungary, to Pusztavám, where they 
stayed until October 15, 1944. In Pusztavám, there was another forced labor company, 
formed of university-educated Jews. When the forced laborers heard Horthy’s peace 
proclamation, many of them began leaving. Mr. Ehrenfeld did so as well, but returned 
and reported to a nearby airfield on the day that Arrow Cross Leader Szálasi came to 
power. The next day, Mr. Ehrenfeld, from a distance, witnessed the massacre of the 
company of the university-educated forced laborers by German SS.  
Mr. Ehrenfeld unit was taken over by gendarmes in nearby Bakonysárkány. From there, 
they marched to Sopron for a short while, then to Szentgotthárd, both on the western 
border of Hungary. In December 1944, Germans took over his unit. By train, they 
crossed over to Austria, to Neuhaus. They were engaged in building fortifications. He 
became ill and did not work for a while. On February 15, 1945 they began a march 
toward Mauthausen that lasted until April. They slept outside, got mainly cattle feed to 
eat. Elderly German military personnel and Hitlerjugend guarded them. In Mauthausen, 
he met his father and they stayed together for the rest of the time. Mauthausen, 
however, was so overcrowded that they had to continue to Gunskirchen. On that march, 
Ukrainian police were the guards. He remembered talking in Slovak to one of the 
Ukrainians who, for a moment, interrupted the conversation to shoot someone who 
could not keep up with the column. Mr. Ehrenfeld said that many people were shot in 
these forced marches or died during the nights due to starvation and exhaustion. He 
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remembered a massacre close to Eisenerz where the German guards shot several 
hundred prisoners. He and his father survived, and on May 4, the U.S. Army liberated 
them.  
They went back to Rozsnyó, partly on foot, partly by ship and train via Budapest. His 
sister was waiting for them in their house. They got their store back as well and opened 
the business again. In 1949, the state appropriated their store, but they continued 
working there as employees. His father died in 1958. He remained in the store until 
1960. There is still a hardware store in the same place in Rozsnyó.  
Most of the Jews left Rozsnyó. Many left for Israel, where his father also wanted to go 
to join his brother. Other Jews left for the U.S. His sister’s children immigrated to 
Australia. The synagogue was demolished in the 1960s, and there is a residential 
development in the place of the Jewish cemetery.  
On being asked about his mother, he told that she had been in Auschwitz, and, as 
survivors told him, she was still alive in December 1944. She left her group for a 
moment when they were trying to escape Auschwitz before the camp was emptied, and 
was never seen again.  
Mr. Ehrenfeld was satisfied with his life in Rozsnyó. He never considered emigrating.  
He advised the interviewer to talk to László Kardos, also from Rozsnyó. 
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