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Josef Pevny was born on March 21, 1935 in Bratislava, Czechoslovakia. His father and 
mother were physicians. They spoke German and Slovak at home.   
The interview was mainly in English, since Mr. Pevny does not understand and speak 
Hungarian well enough. 
The family was not very religious, but they celebrated the Sabbath and the Jewish High 
Holidays. In 1941-43, he went to the Jewish school in Bratislava. After that the school 
ceased to exist. In 1944, family friends hid his mother, his brother, and himself for three 
months, but they were discovered. He does not remember the name of the people who 
hid them, or any details, pointing out that he was nine years old at the time. First, they 
were taken to Sered’ [collection and forced labor camp], and from there to Terezin. He 
was in the home for children. There was no school. The food was not good, but he knew 
that he had to eat it. Once when he became sick, he was taken to the camp’s hospital. 
He spent six months in Terezin until Russian liberation.  
He went back with his mother and brother to Bratislava, by train, traveling for 10 days. 
His father returned from Sachsenhausen. Two uncles had died during the Holocaust: 
one in Bratislava, another in Poland. 
The family home was occupied. They lived with his grandmother until they got another 
apartment.  
He continued his schooling. He became a geologist and worked in the Institute of 
Geology in Bratislava.  
There was anti-Semitism after the war, if not official. Many Jews immigrated to Israel 
after the state of Israel was founded, and many again in 1968. There were trials of 
Jewish communist leaders in 1951 [Slánský et al. show trials]. 
He went to synagogue and celebrated the main Jewish holidays after the war as well. He 
said that it did not require bravery or secrecy. 
 
[The interview ends abruptly (16:10 minutes).] 
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