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Summary 
December 16, 2016, Dunajská Streda, Slovakia 
 
Peter Kovács was born in 1936 in Czechoslovakia. 
His grandfather, Ignác Koch owned some land in Beregszász (Berehove, Ukraine) where his 
father was born. His father fought in WWI. After the Trianon Treaty was signed [1920], his 
father with two brothers participated in the armed resistance to the Czech occupation of 
Carpatho-Ruthenia. He was sentenced to death by the Czech administration and fled to Austria. 
He worked in Graz in a steel mill until 1936 when he was amnestied. After [November] 1938, 
under the Hungarian occupation, his father was given an award for his fight for the Felvidék 
(Upper Region, including Carpatho-Ruthenia). 
His mother, born Spielmann, came from a family of 11 siblings. His maternal grandfather, as 
well as his great-grandfather, owned a tavern in Győrszemere, a Hungarian village.  
His parents lived in Nemesócsa (Zamianska Olča, Slovakia), a small village [not clear when and 
why they moved there]. About 180 Jews lived there. His father was in charge of the local mill. 
When the Hungarian anti-Jewish legislation took effect, he was exempted because of his award. 
Nevertheless, he was called up for forced labor. Mr. Kovács remembered visiting his father with 
his mother in Győr and seeing his father in the company of worn-out forced laborers, after 
transporting large stones in the harbor all day. In 1944, his family was not deported, because of 
his father’s exempted status and because his position at the mill was considered essential to 
the war effort. However, in the winter of 1944 [after the Arrow Cross came to power] they 
were rounded up. A gendarme whom they knew came to his house and, after having breakfast 
together, took them to Dunaszerdahely (Dunajská Sreda), to the collection camp set up in the 
Goldschmidt factory. 40-50 people were there, most of them Jews who had been caught hiding, 
as well as some politically persecuted. Arrow Cross men guarded them, led by someone named 
“Brother” Kockás. Mr. Kovács remembered that it was extremely cold. They received very little 
food and only once a day. His mother and sister worked in the kitchen and smuggled some food 
to him. They slept on the ground on hay and got scabies. Among the prisoners was a Soviet 
partisan, Jóska Pléhfogó, captured by the Germans while parachuting into Slovakia. Mr. Kovács 
still remembered him with great admiration and gratitude, because he freed him and all the 
other prisoners. Pléhfogó smuggled an axe into the prison camp, and, during a Soviet bombing 
raid – Soviet troops were very close by, fighting in Slovakia – when the guards fled, he smashed 
the lock from the gate. Pléhfogó told the prisoners to flee before the Germans and Arrow Cross 
would execute them. (Pléhfogó himself joined the Soviet Army and was purported to be among 
those soldiers who placed the Soviet flag on the top of the Reichstag.) They managed to flee to 
a nearby village, only three kilometers away and were soon liberated by Soviet army soldiers.  
They went back to Nemesócsa. Their house had been robbed of its belongings: the Arrow Cross 
and later the Russians used it as their headquarters. The villagers returned some furniture and 
household items. His father resumed his work at the mill.  
After the war, many Jews, and several of his extended family as well left either for Israel, or the 
U.S., Canada, etc. His father intended to leave for Canada, but his mother, who wanted to 
emigrate before the war, refused to leave Slovakia.  
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He said that it was “no glory” to be a Jew in Slovakia after the war, but there was no 
persecution and no official discrimination.  
In the 1950s, his father was suspected of hoarding and illegally selling flour, which was a 
political crime at the time. His father managed to avoid imprisonment, but left the mill and 
went to work at construction sites. Thanks to that, he and his sister were considered of 
working-class origin when they applied for universities, and accepted. His sister became a 
chemist, while he himself got a diploma as an architect. He was employed by one of the biggest 
electronic firms that worked for the military. At age 28, he owned an apartment and a car in 
Bratislava, which was a very big achievement in the 1960s.  
In 1968, when his sister and brother-in-law left for Germany illegally, his good fortune 
disappeared. He lost his job.  
He moved back to Dunaszerdahely, where his mother lived. He designed all the buildings for 
the local agriculture cooperatives and other public buildings.  
Many years after the war, talking to some former Arrow Cross members, he found out that they 
freed “Brother” Kockás from Breclav (Czechia) where he was imprisoned as a suspected war 
criminal.  
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