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Summary 
The interview was conducted in Slovak and translated into Hungarian. 
 
Štefan Lesný was born on April 22, 1945, Terezin, Czechia [Czech Protectorate of the 
German Reich at the time].  
His father, born 1898 in Nové Mesto nad Váhom (Vágujhely) and his mother, born 1906 
in Vrbové (Verbó) lived in the Slovak majority part of Slovakia and did not speak 
Hungarian. His mother was the second wife of his father. They married in 1940. His 
father had a son by a first marriage [name not mentioned]. He also has an older brother, 
Egon. 
His father fought in WWI, was injured and decorated, for which he gained exempted 
status from persecution under the Tiso regime. His father was a dental technician, work 
that also protected him from deportation, since there were very few people with his 
training. Nevertheless, the family had to wear the Yellow Star. They were unharmed 
until late October 1944, when the Germans crushed the Slovak National Uprising. 
Someone denounced his father, saying that he had helped the partisans – he had indeed 
treated wounded partisans – and the Gestapo arrested and transported his parents and 
his two brothers to the collection camp of Sered’ (Szered). His father was probably sent 
to Buchenwald and the oldest brother to Oranienburg. His mother and brother Egon 
were on a train heading for Auschwitz, when, for some unknown reason, the train was 
directed to Terezin.  
He was born there.  
Before the end of the war, the Germans put them on a train again toward Germany, but 
the Soviets halted the train, liberated the prisoners, and sent them back to Slovakia.  
All family members survived. His father was the last to return, in August. His health was 
bad and he had been treated in Dachau for a few months.  
He emphasized how unusually fortunate his family was: four members were deported, 
but five came back. 
His parents talked very little about the Holocaust. He thinks that they did not have the 
inner strength to discuss what happened.  
They did not adhere to Jewish religious or cultural customs. He thinks that his parents 
were always afraid that bad times could return. There was hidden anti-Semitism after 
the war: he remembered that in the early1950s, when they still had religious 
instructions in schools, his teacher made derogatory remarks about Jews. He protested 
and was after that excluded from instruction.  
Neighbors, classmates knew that his family was Jewish, but they did not talk about it, 
and did not humiliate him.  
[The interpreter introduced Mr. Lesný as his and his son’s well-liked former math 
teacher in Dunajská Streda (Dunaszerdahely). He also explained that this town had a 
majority Hungarian population and most people spoke both languages. He also said that 
he only learned much later--after Mr. Lesný taught him--that Mr. Lesný was Jewish and 
had changed his name from Lőwy to Lesný.] 
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