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Summary 
 
Dina Schächter Jelić was born on August 7, 1940 in Subotica (Szabadka), Kingdom of Yugoslavia 
at the time. She grew up in a Hungarian-speaking Jewish family.  
She began the interview by saying that her father who had died in forced labor shared with her 
a birthday on the same day and month (born in 1914). She showed a card, illustrated for little 
girls that her father had sent her from forced labor, praising her good behavior and promising a 
gift of candies.  
The father, Gyula Schächter came from a large Transylvanian Orthodox family of nine siblings, 
of which he was the youngest. In 1918, the family left Felsővisó (Viseul de Sus), Transylvania 
and settled in Szabadka (Subotica). The grandfather, Zsigmond and the oldest brother, Salamon 
Schächter had a lumber business where Gyula was employed. He wanted to be a rabbi, but 
became a clerk. He was very religious. Every member of the Schächter family learned some 
trade and had some kind of mid-level education: two girls were milliners, one was a clerk, and 
one owned a second-hand bookshop with her husband and was a communist.  
Gyula Schächter, despite being religious and against the will of his family, married a Christian 
woman, Jelena (called Helen in the family) Göttmann. Her family lived in Palics (Palić), near 
Szabadka and were also against the marriage, because Jelena was an only child and they feared 
the already beginning persecution of Jews. The couple eloped and married in 1939. Jelena 
converted to Judaism.  
In 1942, Gyula Schächter was called up for forced labor. His wife was allowed to visit a couple of 
times (there is a photo from one of her visits). He was in the 105/8 forced labor company [data 
is from 1943). In 1944 his company, which had many Jews from Bácska (Bačka) was stationed in 
the Budapest area. [On October 15, 1944] when Horthy declared an armistice, the commander 
of the company released the forced laborers who, in large groups, tried to return to the Bácska. 
After Szálasi came to power, Arrow Cross men stopped Gyula Schächter’s group and killed him 
together with the other Jews in the group. Dina does not know where her father is buried. 
Her mother took her home to Palics where they hid for the rest of the war. Her grandfather had 
a big house and an orchard. A neighbor, however, denounced them and Hungarian gendarmes 
came looking for a “Jewish child.” Her mother hid her in different places. She said some of 
those places were dark and she has had a lifelong fear of the dark. Her mother told her at the 
time, and later on as well, never to tell anyone that she was Jewish nor that her father was 
Jewish. Still in 1944, her mother converted to Catholicism, and thus she, Dina, was considered a 
Catholic as well. 
In 1946, her mother remarried, a Hungarian Christian, a pharmacist, who was a good stepfather 
to her. They moved back to Szabadka.  
Two members of the Schächter family had died after being deported. One uncle, Gyula died of 
typhus on the day of liberation in Mauthausen. He never knew his daughter Matild, who was 
born in March 1945.  
Salamon Schächter’s wife, Julia Schlezinger and their daughter Kató were deported and were in 
several concentration camps. During one transfer, Allied forces bombed the train that also 
transported tanks and was thus a military target. Salamon’s wife died in the lap of her 
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daughter, Kató who was traumatized for life.  Kató’s daughter is schizophrenic and lives in an 
institution.  
Another cousin, Alexander Schächter survived Dachau and emigrated to Chicago, with his wife, 
Lili Lederer, who was also a survivor. 
She said that she had a very good relationship to her uncles and aunts and from them learned a 
lot about her father and the family. They loved her because she looked liked her father. 
Dina Schächter studied history and Latin in Novi Sad (Ujvidék). First, she taught in Bačka Topola 
(Topolya). After marriage, she moved with her husband to Tuzla, Bosnia. She taught there 
between 1968 and 1992, when they fled the war and returned to Szabadka. She was teaching 
there for a few years as well, before retiring.  
Her husband died five years prior to the interview. 
She joined the Jewish community when she returned to Szabadka and is active in the 
community.  
She showed several pre-war and wartime family photos, as well as a book, titled “Élettől életig 
a holocauszton át” (From Life to Life Through the Holocaust) with her parents’ photo on the 
book cover. It is not clear who wrote the book; she did not say and is not visible on the cover. 
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