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March 28, 2017, Komarno, Slovakia 
Summary 
 
Etalka NAGY was born 1927, in Komarno, Czechoslovakia at the time (now Slovakia). She lived 
all her life in Komarno (in Hungarian: Komárom). Her father was a factory worker in the local 
shipyard. She had five siblings, three older and two younger. The family, except her paternal 
grandmother, was not religious. The children went to a Hungarian school. She had an eight-year 
education. The majority of the population was Hungarian in the town [even though the 
northern part of the town where she lived belonged to Czechoslovakia after the Trianon Treaty 
in 1920]. They were the only Jews in the neighborhood, but she did not recall anti-Semitism on 
the part of the neighbors or in school. They were very poor since her father was the only 
breadwinner. Later her oldest sister also worked in the linen factory.   

After November 1938, when Hungary re-occupied Komárom, their life changed for the 
worse. Her father, as a Jew was fired from the shipyard, which was considered vital for the war 
effort. He tried to make a living with occasional work and odd jobs usually provided by well-to-
do Jews. Somewhat later, her sister was also fired from her job. The family was more often 
hungry than not.  

In spring 1944, Hungarian gendarmes told them to leave their home and took them to 
the ghetto, which was established in the “other Komárom” [i.e. on the southern side of the 
Danube], in the Neolog and Orthodox synagogues. They spent two-three weeks there. 
Subsequently, they were moved to the fortress where Jews from the Komárom area were also 
collected. On May 15, 1944 gendarmes escorted them to the train station. The family, including 
her grandmother was together. Her baby brother was nine months old. She got a pair of boots 
from a wealthy Jew in the train, who tried to get rid of many things that he carried.  

It took three days to reach Auschwitz. Her only memory is that there was a huge crowd 
and the Germans urged them to move on. She lost sight of her parents, but initially stayed 
together with her two sisters, one 20, the other 16. They had to undress, which she found very 
humiliating, but those who resisted, were beaten. They got into the showers, were shaven, and 
tattooed. She showed her arm with the tattoo, which, she said, was almost completely faded, 
and did not say what the number was. She managed to hold on to her boots. Her younger sister 
was sent to a different part of the camp, but she and the older one remained together. After a 
few weeks, they were taken to a stone quarry somewhere in Poland. They were very badly 
treated; from time to time, the guards shot every tenth prisoner. The work was also very hard 
and useless, because they had to carry huge stones from one place to the other without any 
purpose. After about six weeks, they were transferred back to Auschwitz.  Her sister was weak 
and often sick. She tried to protect her and through a Slovak Blockälteste, for whom her 
younger sister worked, she managed to get some extra food, which she gave to her sister.  

In September, they were transported to Germany, to a city [?] where they worked the 
night shift in a radio factory. The German supervisors demanded food for them from the factory 
and also smuggled them some extra food. She does not remember when, but it was winter and 
very cold as they set out on a foot march. She had nothing on her feet, her boots had been 
taken away before they left for Germany. She marched barefoot until they reached Bergen-
Belsen. It was very crowded, no food and water. Many prisoners had died, they were piled up 
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outside. Once a Polish woman escaped, and the rest of the prisoners were punished by having 
to remain naked outside for a day and a night.  

Finally, Americans liberated them [British forces liberated Bergen-Belsen on 15 April, 
1945]. They distributed food, and many prisoners died, because they ate too much after near-
starvation. She and her sister spent several weeks recovering and in quarantine.  

She and her sister arrived home on July 26, 1945, via Pilsen, Prague, Bratislava, and 
Budapest. They were registered in Budapest, received food and clothing, and she, finally, got 
shoes again. At home, they found an old neighbor in their apartment, but she left immediately. 
Her older brother also arrived. Initially, the Jewish community provided them with food. They 
could pick a few pieces of furniture from the furniture that was taken from Jewish homes. She 
started working in a small factory manufacturing shaving brushes. A year later, they heard from 
her younger sister who was recovering in Sweden, and she also came home. The rest of the 
family perished. 

In November 1945, she married. Her husband was a Christian. He courted her before 
the deportation. He was a mason. They had three children, all baptized as Catholics. Her 
husband became ill and bedridden, when he was 41. He died four years later. Her family 
endured a lot of hardship, since her husband was not able to work, and she had to take care of 
him.  

She raised her three daughters, has five grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 
She was 90 years old at the time of the interview and satisfied with life.  

She said that she did not have any bad experiences after the war, no anti-Semitic insults, 
discrimination, etc.  

She did, however, have a recurring nightmare, that she would be taken away from her 
children and have to ask her neighbors to take care of them.  
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