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Interview with Lili Jodelsohn in Stockholm 
 
Summary 
 
Lili Jodelsohn was born in 1923 in Carie Mare, a Rumanian town at the time where she lived with her 
parents and 10 siblings, nine other girls and a boy who was the youngest. Her father gave private lessons 
in mathematics. The town had many Jewish inhabitants, her father was religious so the children were 
brought up to be religious as well. Her upbringing was very strict, but fair and without quarrels despite 
all the children. After Hungary annexed the area, the family was first deported to Satu Mare and later to 
Auschwitz, her parents and three youngest siblings were murdered, but Lili and five of her sisters, of 
which two were twins, survived and came to Sweden in May 1945.    
 
Details 
 
• When Hungary annexed the area, Lili was sad since she knew that Hungary was very anti-
Semitic. Lili’s father came from Czechoslovakia, he needed to travel there and arrange with his 
citizenship papers otherwise they would be sent to Germany. “And what happened – they sent us 
anyway”, Lili said.  
• After the annexation in 1940, Lili described how they couldn’t go out, were not allowed to go to 
certain streets, how they were forced to wear the yellow stars and forced to move and live with several 
other families. She didn’t go to school at this time, “everything was closed, there was nothing to do”.  
• When they were deported they travelled for 3 days and 2 nights, and Lili was very depressed. 
She had got an Omega watch from her father and a nice pen that she hid in her socks. An SS man said 
that if anything was found when they arrived, they would all be shot, Lili’s father said “dear Lili, leave 
your watch and pen, if we get back I promise you will get another one”, so she did.  
• At Auschwitz they saw piles of bags and clothes, pale people in striped clothes with no hair and 
people screaming and crying, Lili thought it was a ”meshugeh hoyz” (mental asylum). They later came to 
a slave-labor camp in Frankfurt Am Main where they build trenches and the airstrip. Lili and her sister 
Gabriela worked together with a little cart pulling sand and stones, Gabriela was not well and Lili worked 
hard to help her. They were careful to keep the twin sisters as much apart as possible, they were aware 
of the experiments. 
• They were also forced to pick vegetables in the countryside, once her sister hid a few vegetables 
in her boot, and miraculously, Lili don’t know how, she was not discovered and at night they feasted on 
the sandy vegetables.  
• In Ravensbrück Lili and Gabriela carried dead bodies to the morgue, Gabriela was sick, so Lili 
carried the head which was heaviest. Sometimes they were locked inside, “when you looked out you 
could see piles of dead bodies”. They were not allowed to go outside until the bodies had been carried 
away and burnt. “It’s impossible to explain what we experienced”, Lili said.  
• Once Lili was severely beaten by the camp commandant, afterwards she felt completely 
apathetic. Later she suddenly saw how he was limping, he had hurt his leg on his motorcycle, which 
filled Lili with the deepest joy, “I regained a desire to live”.  
• When they arrived in Copenhagen, where they got “smørrebrød and chocolate milk”, Lili 
understood that they had been liberated, they later arrived in Sweden where they were de-loused and 
got new clothes before they were sent into quarantine for 3 weeks. Later, Lili came to Uppsala, a city an 
hour north of Stockholm.  
• Lili married quickly with a Swedish Jewish man whose family had roots in Lithuania and they got 
two daughters, “I was in a hurry, I wanted to have a family”, she said. Lili moved to Stockholm but it was 
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not a happy marriage and they divorced in 1953. After that Lili lived alone with her children until she 
remarried with her second husband, Arnold Jodelsohn, in 1968. Arnold’s father came from Belarus, but 
his mother was born in Sweden. He was a kind man and always treated Lili’s children like his own, which 
was very important for her. They lived together until he passed away a few years ago.  
• A few of her sisters stayed in Sweden, a few moved to Israel, but they later moved back to 
Sweden. She met very few Swedes, but mainly spent time with other survivors and her sisters that she 
visited often. When her other sisters moved back from Israel they had parties all the time, they helped 
each other and she felt safer.  
• Lili wanted to become a hairdresser and asked the Jewish Community for help to buy the 
clothes, a “Wella uniform”, that she needed in order to take the course, but she didn’t get any help. She 
somehow managed to find the money to buy the clothes so she studied and later worked as a 
hairdresser.  
• She sees herself as Swedish but don’t believe that others do. “They screamed “Spaniard” after 
me in Uppsala because I have very dark hair”. Still, Lili says that she never experienced anything similar 
to persecution in Sweden. 
• Lili didn’t tell her children that much about her experiences, “I didn’t want the children to grow 
up and have these difficult thoughts about their mother”. 
• They didn’t get any education in Swedish language, “now I don’t understand how we managed” 
Lili said. “When we were going shopping they opened all the doors to the cupboards and we pointed at 
what we wanted”. Once, Lili’s sister wanted to buy a hen and she couldn’t make herself understood so 
in the end she had to scream like a rooster.  
• Lili missed her family, but she had her sisters. It was not easy to change the way of life but they 
were lucky to find work. Before, she had been dependent on her mother who had decided everything 
for her. “I was a baby”, she says, “life here was something else”. 
• Lili, says that she always felt at home in Sweden. A Christian family in Landskrona, a rural town 
in the South of Sweden, took care of her when she arrived. They bought her clothes, took her on little 
trips and were very nice. Lili says she really appreciated their help and that they never interrogated her 
about her experiences. 
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