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Dora Fixer (née Jurovics) was born on September 25, 1924 in Aknaszlatina/Szlatina 
(Solotvina, Czechoslovakia, now Solotyvno, Ukraine). Her father was a carpenter of 
modest means, but he also owned some land and had two cows, and small farm 
animals. There were seven children in the family: three from the father’s previous 
marriage and four with Dora’s mother. Dora was the youngest. The family was religious, 
keeping kosher, celebrating the Sabbath and all the Jewish holidays. Her mother never 
left home without a kerchief. At home they spoke “Jewish” (Yiddish), but outside of the 
home mostly Hungarian, although both parents also knew Romanian. She went to 
Hungarian school under Czech administration. She also learned how to read Hebrew. 
Aknaszlatina had a large Jewish population of about 500 families, a synagogue, a rabbi, a 
ritual bath, and a kosher butcher [over 2,500 Jews, almost 29% of population]. It is not 
clear from her description when and why, but they moved from one part of Aknaszlatina 
to the other, which she described that it was close to the Kunigunda mines, where the 
salt lakes are now. 
The Hungarian occupation reached her town in 1940 (she said that in 1939 the 
occupation did not extend beyond Huszt (Khust, Ukraine). In 1940, even Regent Horthy 
visited the salt mines in Aknaszlatina, and she saw him. Under Hungarian occupation, 
life became harder.  
In 1941, they had to certify their Hungarian citizenship. The husband of one her sisters, 
named Einhorn was not able to do so, and he and the sister and their son were 
deported to Ivano-Frankivsk [Sztanyiszlav in Hungarian, which Mrs. Fixer could not 
remember). Husband and son were killed, the sister escaped, but died somewhere in 
Ukraine; the family could not bring her home. She said that in 1941 about 100 people 
were deported from Aknaszlatina. 
In spring 1944, they had to wear the Yellow Star. On April 15-16, they had to move to 
the ghetto, which consisted of family houses where 50-60 people were moved to a 
home and yard; Jews from Apsa (Felső-Apsa and Alsó-Apsa, now Verkhnje Vodyane) and 
some other villages were collected there too. Hungarian gendarmes told them to move 
and guarded them. She had a Hungarian neighbor to whom she gave her better 
belongings for safekeeping, and she got everything back after the war. 
On May 23, she and her parents, and one older sister were entrained and two days later 
arrived in Auschwitz. Her father was 78, her mother 62, she saw them for the last time 
when they got off the train.  
In Auschwitz, she was in C Lager, in barrack 13 (In a book about Auschwitz in her 
possession, she showed the interviewers her barrack). She and her sister were not 
tattooed. She said they were across from crematorium and she immediately understood 
what had happened to her parents. She stayed together with her sister. She said that 
she saw Mengele every day. She did not work in Auschwitz, but the Blockälteste, a 
Slovak woman picked her to guard one of the entrances to her barrack to ensure that no 
one left and no one entered unauthorized.  
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On November 15, 1944 she and many other prisoners, most of them Hungarians, left 
Auschwitz on train and were sent to Austria. She did not remember the name of the 
place where they were. They worked in three shifts on machines in some kind of textile 
factory. They slept in beds, 12 to a room, and the food was much better than in 
Auschwitz. They took a shower every Saturday night. They stayed there until May 5, 
1945 when they were liberated by U.S. troops.  
She and her sister set out for home via Prague, Brno, and Budapest. They registered in 
each city and received food, clothing, and train tickets. In Budapest, they registered in 
Nyár St, and began looking for their relatives. After a few weeks, they returned to 
Szlatina. One of her brothers was already there. He had returned from forced labor. Her 
sister married and moved to the Czechoslovak part of Carpatho-Ruthenia, immigrating 
to Israel a few years later.  
She said that of the 22 Jewish families in Szlatina, about 10 people returned.  
In 1945, she married. Her husband was also Jewish and was in forced labor in 
Szombathely, Hungary and Austria. He was a shoemaker (at the end, she showed a pair 
of leather boots her husband made for his son). She made her living with sewing. Later 
she worked in a store. They had three children, two girls and a boy. One daughter lives 
in Israel. The other two children are nearby. 
In 1991, her son took her and her husband to Auschwitz.  
She has held on to Jewish religious customs all her life.  
She also read a lot, subscribing to Hungarian newspapers, magazines and getting 
Hungarian books.  
She has a small pension and gets support from the local Jewish organization. 
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