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RG-50.944.0056 
September 12, 2018, Budapest, Hungary 
Summary 
 
Vera Zinner Aranyi was born on July 24, 1930 in Ujpest.  
Her interview should be read in conjunction with the three-part interview of her sister, 
Klára Zinner Köves (RG-50.944.0053). 
Her father was Pál Zinner, chief accountant for a company. When she was a little girl, 
the father was ruined financially by assuming bail for someone. He was also a stamp 
collector and exporter. Vera also developed an interest in collecting stamps and often 
went with her father to the stamp exchange in Jókai St, Budapest. Her mother was 
Szerén Amszter. She described her as a wonderful mother and a beautiful woman. 
When her father went bankrupt, her mother went with the two daughters somewhere 
in the countryside where she rented a small house with a garden and they lived on her 
gardening. Her younger sister, Mari was born later, in 1938.  
Her family was not religious, only her paternal grandparents with whom the entire 
family celebrated the major Jewish holidays. Her father had two brothers: one suffered 
from epilepsy and killed before deportation during an attack, the other was a sculptor 
who left for Brazil.  
They lived in Tél St. 78 in Ujpest after her father financially recovered. Her maternal 
grandmother, Regina Gottlieb, widowed, also had a small apartment in the same house. 
She went to the local elementary and middle school. There were a few other Jewish 
children who had separate religious instructions: “Line up, people of Israel!” –  one of 
her teachers used to say. There were other incidents of antisemitic humiliation too, 
which she literally fought. She said that she often beat up schoolmates, either 
protecting herself or other kids from bullying.   
For the most part she did not remember dates, but she knew that her father had to go 
to forced labor well before the German occupation. He had to report to 
Szentkirályszabadja, but then was sent to Bor, Serbia, and the family never saw him 
again.  
She did not remember the German occupation [March 19, 1944], but she remembered 
how humiliating it was to wear the Yellow Star, which she connected with the Germans. 
She explained that she was a 14-year-old child and paid no attention to political events, 
and her mother and sister took care of everything for her and her younger sister. She 
also said that she never had the practical abilities of her mother and sister and found 
her own way only later in life. When she had to wear the Yellow Star, some people 
made remarks on the street or spat at her.  Jewish stores were closed down; she 
remembered being in a store when the authorities came to close it.  

In early summer 1944, they had to move to the ghetto in József St, in Ujpest. Her 
father’s aunt, the wife of the wealthy Mór Zinner, was deported while moving out from 
her home, because she did not wear the Yellow Star. Their neighbor, Mihály Pap, son of 
a shoemaker, was very good to them: he hid many of their valuables. She said that 
Mihály Pap loved and adored her sister, Klári who was a beautiful girl with curly blond 
hair. She did not remember the details of how they moved to the ghetto: her mother 
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and Klári packed everything that they were able to take. She could not believe and 
understand what was happening to them. They shared a second-floor apartment with 
two Jewish families. Somehow an opportunity arose that women could apply for work in 
the cotton mill factory in Ujpest. They thought that would be better than sitting in the 
ghetto; Klári and she applied and were accepted, and trained for work on weaving 
machines. They were not paid, but they were fed, and slept in a separate building under 
dormitory-like conditions: 101 young women. Two factory workers trained the Jewish 
girls; one she described as very helpful, the other “terrible.” She said that Arrow Cross 
guarded them; she did not remember seeing any gendarmes or policemen during the 
ghettoization or forced labor.  They were not allowed to go back to the ghetto until the 
fall, she said. When they went back, guarded by Arrow Cross, the ghetto was empty and 
partially destroyed by bombardment. She was devastated not to find her mother. She 
vividly remembered half-eaten food left on the table, which her mother and others 
could not finish because they had to leave. They also found bundles of clothing that her 
mother packed and labeled for Klári and her.  

As they learned, on July 2, her grandmother, mother, and sister were taken to 
the brick factory [in Budakalász] and from there to work in Germany. Mari was 
somehow rescued by the divorced wife of her uncle, Andor Amszter, Ica, a Christian 
woman who also had a daughter by the uncle. Before she left with Mari and her own 
daughter to hide in the countryside, she came to the factory once with Mari.  

A few weeks later, their group was taken from the factory first to the synagogue 
in Dohány St, then to a police station. At the police station they found out that they 
were to go for work in Germany, but she, Vera, was not supposed to go since she was 
only 14 years old. She and her sister begged the police to let her go. She was tall and 
looked older than her age, and after all was allowed to travel with Klári. On December 2, 
1944, they were put on a train at the Józsefvárosi train station. She only remembered 
that one very skinny girl, Éva, had died in the train and the guard threw out her body. 
She also remembered that they were extremely thirsty although it was cold winter 
weather.  

They arrived in Ravensbrück. She remembered that there was a selection and 
shower, but no tattoo. She believed to remember that the crematorium functioned in 
Ravensbrück [there was no functioning gas chamber or crematorium in December 1944 
in the camp]. The Hungarian women were placed in a huge tent, which did not protect 
them from rain and snow, and wetness. It was so cold that winter that she developed a 
sensitivity to cold, which she has had her all her life. They did not work. She always 
stayed with Klári. They had very little food.  

A few weeks later they were sent to Chemnitz [Venusberg]. Since she was young, 
she did not work, but she had to carry the barrels of food for the other prisoners, which 
were then distributed by the SS guards. Klári worked in the kitchen and had to clean the 
room of one of the SS commanders who liked Klári because she resembled his daughter. 
Klári always brought some extra food for her. 

She did not remember the sequence of camps in which she and Klári were, but 
mentioned Mauthausen and, somewhat uncertainly, Gusen. She thinks it was probably 
Chemnitz where Klári smuggled her out of the Revier in a blanket because she was sick 
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with typhus. She had vague memories of marching for a long time in the cold, when only 
Klári’s insistence and help kept her alive.  

Several times during the interview she repeated that she had to thank her life to 
her sister. At the end, probably in Mauthausen, Klári became sick with typhus. She 
remembered that she, Vera, had to work as well: she had to remove dead bodies from 
the frozen ground and pile them on trucks (or carriages?).  

Americans liberated them. They gave them diet food in small portions at the 
beginning. An American officer fell in love with Klári and took them to the Linz area to 
an Austrian family while he was arranging paperwork to marry her. Klári heard that a 
Hungarian train transport was going home and they decided to go with it and left the 
farm.  

She was very happy to find her mother and sister, Mari, in their old home. Her 
mother managed to oust the family who had occupied their apartment. They told each 
other what happened to each of them and decided not to talk about it any more. From 
another former forced laborer, they learned that her father was killed on the way from 
Bor to Hungary.  

In 1946, she went back to the factory where she worked in 1944 and stayed in 
the job for a few years. Later, she was in marketing and worked at different state 
enterprises.  

She married Ferenc Aranyi, a Christian who did not care about religion. She has a 
daughter and two grandchildren. She lives with her sister Klári, and Mari who has 
Alzheimer’s disease.  

She complained about antisemitism in Hungary. She experienced it in her 
everyday life after the war when many people did not like that Jews returned from the 
camps. Recently, she also is experiencing a growing antisemitism.  
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