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RG-50.944.0057 
October 4, 1918, Budapest, Hungary 
Summary 
 
Ágnes Nóbel Horlai was born on August 2,1925 in Budapest, Hungary. Her parents were 
first cousins, married in 2016 in Temesvár (Timişoara, Romania) who moved to 
Budapest. Her father, Elek Nóbel (born in 1888 in Orşova, Romania) was wounded in 
WWI. He worked as a Hungarian-German correspondent for a commercial company 
(Zerkowitz, sp?) in Budapest. Her mother was a photographer but did not work outside 
the home. They lived in Nyár St. 7. The family was not religious, but celebrated Yom 
Kippur every year. She visited the Jewish elementary school on Wesselényi St, because it 
was close to their home, but attended the state high school on Gizella St. She does not 
remember discrimination in high school. She knew that she was Jewish, participated in 
religious education for Jewish students, but neither her parents nor she had Jewish 
consciousness. She finished high school in 1943. By that time, she was not accepted at 
the university because she was Jewish. She also could not get a job. She did some work 
for a Zionist youth organization, but she found Zionist ideas unattractive. When she met 
young socialists, however, she became very committed to those ideas. She regularly met 
with Sándor Haraszti, Géza Losonczi, Gyula Kállai who belonged to the illegal Communist 
movement, which she formally joined in 1943.  
She did not remember when, but her father lost his job. 
In summer 1944, their building became part of the ghetto [Yellow Star house], and other 
families moved into their apartment. One day, her father went out during the time 
allotted for Jews to escape the crowded conditions and was arrested. He was taken to 
internment on Szilárd Rökk St. He sent postcards from internment. Then the family was 
informed that the father was at Magdaléna St, and they should go there to say good-bye 
to him. She never saw her father again.  
For a while, she signed up to work in the cast iron foundry in Csepel, but the 11-hour 
shifts were bad for her health. She had tuberculosis, and was exempted from work.  
She and her mother left the ghetto and were hiding for a short while with a Christian 
relative on Teréz Krt. They managed to get a Swedish Schutzpass, but she did not want 
to move to the protected houses on Pozsonyi St. Through the Communist Party, she got 
false identity papers, not only for herself, but for her mother, and a friend, István Bódi 
as well. They were hiding in an apartment on Mátyás tér. Since the papers were not 
professional enough, she was the only one who dared to go out, get food for all of them, 
etc.  
She was very happy about being liberated by the Soviet soldiers and had only good 
experience with them. 
She married István Bódi after the war, but the marriage lasted only for a short time.  
In 1945, a man came who told her mother that he was with her father in Auschwitz, and 
that her father had died there. Still filled with deep regret after so many years, she told 
the interviewer that she and her mother did not ask questions, and did not find out 
what really happened. She asked the interviewer to help her to find data on her late 
father. 
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She went to the university, studying literature and French language. One of her 
literature professors, József Waldapfel offered her an assistant position and she wrote a 
PhD. However, she felt uncomfortable at the university and did not want to pursue an 
academic career. She left and began teaching Hungarian literature in a high school, 
which she did all her life.  
During the university years, she met and married György Horlai. 
In 1956, she participated in demonstrations and left the Communist party forever. In 
1956, her husband left Hungary and his family; their son, János was one year old. She 
raised him alone. He died at age 43. She has two grandchildren and has strong 
attachments to them. 
She felt that she was still struggling with her Hungarian, Jewish, and Communist past 
and identity, and could not resolve what defined her.  
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