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Summary 
 
Dr. Péter Révai was born in November 1937 in Warsaw, Poland. His father, Emil Révai, as office 
chief in Warsaw, represented Richter Gedeon, the Hungarian pharmaceutical company. The 
family was Jewish. When the war broke out in September 1939, his father had a safe-conduct 
certificate issued for him and his family by his company. In spite of this, one day when his father 
was at work, Germans arrested him and his mother and sent them to Bergen-Belsen. His father 
went to the Gestapo with his safe-conduct certificate, demanding the release of his family, but 
was also arrested and sent to Mauthausen. He died of pneumonia in April 1944, and the 
mother died of typhoid close to liberation, in May 1945, in Bergen-Belsen.  
Mr. Révai, as a child survivor and orphan was taken to Sweden after the war for recuperation. 
His father’s family searched for him and his parents through the Red Cross. He was located and 
brought to Hungary with the help of Vilmos Bőhm, Hungary’s envoy to Sweden. In August 1946, 
he arrived in Budapest. He did not speak Hungarian, only German and Polish. He was adopted 
and raised by one of his paternal uncles, József Révai. 
Mr. Révai said that he has no memories of his parents and the concentration camp, as if his 
childhood had been wiped from his memory. Everything he told the interviewer is recounted 
either from his paternal uncles and aunt, or from their correspondence with his father, and 
documents received from Zsuzsa Toronyi [historian] and some German archives. He became 
interested in his family for the first time in the mid-1960s. 
His uncles and aunt were in the emigrant Communist movement before and during the war, 
and filled prominent positions after the war. József Révai was in Moscow until 1945. After 
returning to Hungary, he was the leading ideologue of the Communist Party and a member of 
the Politburo. Dezső Révai was a professional photographer and photojournalist. He 
participated in the Spanish Civil War and worked with Robert Capa. He fled to France [after 
Franco came to power]. He corresponded the most with Mr. Révai’s father and also had photos 
in his possession. Aunt Emma was married to Zoltán Szántó. Before 1945, they also lived in 
Moscow. [Szántó was Hungary’s ambassador in Belgrade, Paris, and Warsaw in the 1950s] 
As for his mother, Mr. Révai knows only her name [not asked by the interviewer] and dates of 
birth and death from documents he had received relatively recently.  He does not know 
anything about his mother’s family.  
He told the interviewer that in the 1960s a woman from Warsaw visited him, who told him that 
his family home in Warsaw was full of valuable carpets, paintings, china, etc.  Mr. Révai tried, 
but was not able to find out what happened to his family’s possessions. He also tried to obtain 
his own birth certificate from Warsaw, but again did not succeed. He also did not know whether 
he was with his mother in Bergen-Belsen, or separated from her, and if so, when? He drew 
attention to these questions, in the hopes that someone at the Holocaust Museum can help 
him find additional information. 
Mr. Révai was very successful in his career. He studied power-plant engineering in Moscow for 
five and a half years. He also studied and obtained a degree in economics. He worked in leading 
positions in the Hungarian nuclear and traditional power-plant industries, both in planning and 
building them at home and abroad, mainly in India and Turkey. 
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