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Summary 
 
Dr. István Langermann was born on August 29, 1937 in Kiskunhalas, Hungary. He was an only 
child. Both sides of his family were tradesmen, some of them were traveling salesmen. His 
mother, Ella Kertész, worked in her parents’ general store already at age nine in Kunhegyes. 
They were poor. In the 1930s, after the great depression and before the anti-Jewish laws, their 
lives improved. His father opened a small hardware store without any employees in Kiskunhalas 
where his mother also worked.  
There were 200-300 Jews in the town, belonging to the Neolog community. There was a big 
synagogue, a rabbi, a cantor, and a Jewish butcher. His parents were religious. He went to the 
Jewish religious school at age 4-5. Before the war, there were no tensions between the Jewish 
and Christian populations.  
In 1941, his father had to give up his business. He also had to report for forced labor several 
times a year, for a couple of months each time.  
In 1944, around summertime, his mother and he had to move to the ghetto, which was 
established around the synagogue. His father was in forced labor. They spent a few weeks 
there. One day, gendarmes came and escorted them to the train station. He said that was a 
day, which he clearly remembered and from then on he remembered everything that happened 
to them. He remembered that they were walking between two rows of their townsfolk, who 
watched them but did not say anything, certainly no expressions of sympathy or 
encouragement. They boarded a train and were sent to Szeged, to a collection camp in a brick 
factory. They slept on the ground, in wet weather, spending about two weeks there. In the last 
days of June, they were taken to the train station again. The transport with him and his mother 
was directed to Austria. They had travelled 4-5 days when they reached the border at 
Hegyeshalom. The gendarmes removed the dead people and were calling out the name of Dr. 
István Rusznyák, the famous professor of internal medicine, who, with his family, was removed 
from the transport at Horthy’s intervention.  
They continued, under SS guards to Strasshof, Austria. The families were not separated. The 
women, including his mother, worked 12 hours a day in an ammunition factory in Vienna. 
Elderly women watched the children during the day. They were very hungry, getting little food. 
His mother gave him some of her portions as well. At the time of liberation, she weighed only 
35 kg and was too weak to walk. A few weeks before liberation, they were on trains again, 
supposed to be sent to the concentration camp Theresienstadt (Terezin, Czech Republic), but a 
Russian bombardment destroyed the engine and the first three railcars. They went back to 
Strasshof.  
Soviet soldiers liberated them, but did not care for them. Somehow they managed to get to 
Budapest via Bratislava. They registered in Budapest, and went back to Kiskunhalas. His father, 
who returned a few weeks earlier, was waiting for them at the train station. Their apartment 
and store had been completely looted, the locals had removed even the door and window 
frames. His mother recognized and reclaimed bedclothes drying in neighbors’ yards. His father 
started his business from zero.  
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He said only about 30 Jews returned after the war. Still, they often heard comments that “more 
came back than left.”  
In school, he was bullied and mocked because he was one of a few Jews. His classmates often 
beat him up, and once in the summertime they pushed him under water in the river.  
In 1951, his father’s business was nationalized. Because his father had previously owned a 
business, he was not accepted in high school. His parents sent him to the Jewish high school in 
Budapest where he lived with one of his paternal aunts.  
In 1955, he applied to and was initially rejected from medical school. He attributed his rejection 
to the fact that he applied from the Jewish high school. At the same time, 10 of his classmates 
were also rejected (nine emigrated in 1956 and became prominent medical professionals in 
various parts of the world). In 1956, after a very brave intercession by his mother, he was 
accepted in medical school in Szeged. He became an internist, first in the István Hospital and 
then in the Szabolcs St. hospital in Budapest, later practicing general medicine as a district 
physician. 
He was very proud of his parents, especially his mother whom he described as “rock solid” and 
who supported him at every important turning point in his life.  
Most of the hurdles that he overcame originated in a general anti-Semitism that, in his opinion, 
was very deep-seated in the Hungarian population.  
At the end of the interview, he showed his mother’s registration card, which she received upon 
registering in Budapest 1945, and the Yellow Star he wore. 
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