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February 7, 2019, Győr, Hungary 
Summary 
 
Jolán Stern Vadász was born in 1932 as Jolán Stern in Borszörcsök, a small village in Veszprém 
County. Her father (born 1901) had a bar and general store in the front of the house, and 
butcher shop in the back, which he leased from the village. She had a brother, born in 1930. 
They were the only Jewish family in the village. Her grandmother also lived with them. Her 
mother too worked in the family business. They celebrated the bigger holidays in nearby 
Devecser (5 kilometers) where there was a synagogue. Her parents had good relations with 
people in the village. She went to the village school. Her brother went to the Jewish school in 
Devecser.  
In 1940, the village withdrew the lease from her father, and they had to move out of the house. 
They rented another, smaller house where they opened a small general store, which mostly her 
mother managed since her father was frequently called up for forced labor. Jews were no 
longer allowed to sell tobacco products, alcohol, and petroleum.  
In 1944, they had to wear the Yellow Star, and the schools closed. Their store was closed down 
when they were rounded up [June]. At that time, the village judge and a gendarme came and 
took stock of the remaining inventory of the store. Her father was also at home. They managed 
to give some of the family’s belongings to trusted neighbors to keep. Many people in the village 
felt sorry for them. First, they had to go to Devecser, where Jews from the neighboring villages 
were collected and from Devecser to Pápa, where the ghetto was. It was very crowded, but one 
of her uncles took them into his home. They spent about four weeks in the ghetto. She worked 
with other girls cleaning silkworm cocoons. Her father was called up for forced labor in Kőszeg, 
while in the ghetto. She and her mother were entrained in Pápa [5 July], but they spent a week 
waiting for the train in an abandoned artificial fertilizer factory where they underwent body 
searches. A gendarme mailed a postcard from her mother to her father.  
The train took them to Auschwitz over three days. When they arrived, they did not know where 
they were and had the feeling that the people processing them were crazy; bald, in tattered 
clothes, running around and shouting. Her brother was separated from them, and they never 
saw him again.  
She was separated from her mother in the shower and sent to barrack 12, housing those under 
age 16 in C-Lager. Fortunately, a distant relative saw her and connected her again with her 
mother, who somehow managed to get her transferred. After that, she and her mother were 
always together. They worked only occasionally in Auschwitz. There was a big selection in 
September when a prisoner supervisor told her that she should state her age as 18.  
She and her mother were sent to work in a factory in Hainichen [subcamp of Flossenbürg, 
armament factory], close [about 50 miles] to Dresden, Germany. She cleaned and worked in the 
kitchen. An older German worker was very nice to her, saved her from heavy work. Her mother 
worked in the night shift, in the assembly line. They lived in a three-story building, where Polish 
women occupied the first floor, Hungarians the second and third. Once a big contingency of 
women arrived, who were isolated from the other prisoners. She thought that they were 
political prisoners. After bombardments [February 13-15, 1945], they were entrained again and 
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sent to Theresienstadt (Terezin, Czech Republic). She did not remember when that happened 
and how long they were in Theresienstadt. She said that they were in the fortress.  
On May 9, 1945, the Soviet army liberated them. 
They went home with the first transport, in June, traveling via Bratislava, Komárom, Győr, Pápa. 
Her father was already at home and opened the store. They heard after liberation that he was 
alive. He was in forced labor in Hungary, around Szajol, working on railway tracks.  
The neighbors returned their household goods. They told them who took their kitchen 
furniture, and they managed to get it back. 
In 1946, they moved to Devecser, where her father opened another grocery store. 
The synagogue in Devecser was completely looted; the Torah rolls had been thrown out on the 
street and trampled by carriages. The rabbi had also been deported. 
She continued her schooling in middle school. After finishing, she went to work as a cashier in a 
textile shop.  
She married in 1952. Her husband, Imre Vadász was in forced labor during the war, but in 1944 
he fled and fought with Yugoslav partisans in the Szabadka (Subotica, Serbia) area. He also 
came from a family of small shop owners.  
In 1952, her father’s store was expropriated by the state. He continued working as a salesman. 
She had two daughters, Jutka, born in 1953, and Klári, born in 1957.  
Her mother died in 1962, at age 62. 
She often told her children, what happened to her and their family members. Her father lost six 
siblings during the Holocaust, her mother three (the rest of her five siblings lived in the United 
States).  
She showed family photos and papers at the end of the interview.  
She had been interviewed before and had written down her memories. 
Her daughter, Jutka, present during the interview, told that there is a big memorial in the 
cemetery in Devecser, with 400 names of those killed, and every year, there is a memorial 
service.  
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