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Summary 
 
Vera Schwartz, was born on February 27, 1933, in Bucharest, Romania.  
Her father, David Schwartz lived for a while in the United States with his parents and brother, 
Lázár. They were bakers, and with the money they earned and saved in the U.S, they opened 
their own store in Nagyszeben (Sibiu), Romania. They were religious Jews. 
David Schwartz went to a technical university and worked for a German-Romanian logging 
company in Bucarest when Vera was born. The family also had a home in Málnásfürdő (Malnaş-
Băi), a spa town in Transylvania. After the assassination by the Iron Guard of the prime minister 
[Călinescu, September 1939], whose body was found in the front of the house where the 
Schwartz family lived in Bucarest, David Schwartz moved his family to Málnásfürdő.  
Vera’s mother, Erzsébet Mózes, was Calvinist Christian. Her parents, and brother lived in 
Marosvásárhely (Târgu-Mureş). After about a year in Málnásfürdő, Vera’s family moved there. 
They lived in Jókai St. 
After [September] 1940, when Hungary reoccupied northern Transylvania, the family felt 
increasingly unsafe. Vera went to the first two grades of elementary school, a Calvinist school. It 
seems that they lived Marosvásárhely until the German occupation of Hungary. She seemed to 
remember wearing the Yellow Star. At the urging of the Calvinist pastor, she and her younger 
brother, Zoltán, were baptized and registered under the name “Fekete.” Friends also told her 
father to take his wife and children to Hungary, to Csenger, where her mother’s brother, land 
manager on an estate of the Catholic Church, lived.  
Her father returned to Transylvania and went into the ghetto with his mother and sister.  
We don’t find out to where, to which concentration camp her father and uncle were deported. 
Her father was beaten on the head. After liberation, he set out to find his family. They were 
reunited, but her father was unable to speak. They returned to Marosvásárhely where they 
found their apartment intact. Her father had died in early 1945, of what, on the basis what Vera 
described, was probably a brain aneurysm.  
She went to the university in Marosvásárhely and became a dedicated pharmacist. She worked 
in small villages in the Csik (Ciucani) region of Transylvania. Later, she worked in Kolozsvár 
(Cluj). She did not remember experiencing anti-Semitism after the war.  
Her brother became a musician, married, and had two children. He and his wife left for Austria, 
and she moved with his brother’s children to Hungary, probably in the late 1990. First, briefly, 
they lived Debrecen, later in Kőszeg, where the interview took place. She continued her 
profession there.  
She did not considered herself Jewish, but kept the memory of the Jewish side of her family, 
especially that of her father.  
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