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Summary 
 
Marika Deutsch Krpez was born September 5, 1938 in Szabadka (Subotica), Yugoslavia. 
Her mother, Jelena/Lenke Vasic (1917) was Serbian, but knew Hungarian. Her father 
died in WWI, and her mother during the Spanish flu epidemic. Jelena was raised by the 
Boros family, Hungarians in Szabadka. She had learned machine-knitting and worked in 
the family’s business before she married. She had an older sister, Klára, who married 
Jenő Bőhm, and had two daughters.  
Marika’s father was Lázár Deutsch (1906), Jewish, whose mother opposed the marriage 
to the Christian Jelena. Jelena, however, learned the Jewish customs, cooking, etc. and 
developed a good relationship with her mother-in-law.  
Lázár Deutsch was a traveling salesman, trading in haberdashery. They lived under very 
modest circumstances. 
Szabadka had a sizeable Jewish population [over 3,000]. Most of them were Ashkenazi 
Jews, but there was a Sephardic community as well with a small synagogue. They spoke 
Spanish and she said that their songs were beautiful. 
In 1941, after Hungary reoccupied northern Serbia, her father was called up for forced 
labor: first in Topolya (Bačka Topola, Serbia), then in Zombor (Sombor) where he 
worked on airport construction. Between 1942 and 1944, he served in 20 different 
locations.  
She saw her father for the last time on November 19, 1943. He was in the Miskolc area 
(northern Hungary). She and her mother visited, but she had an accident getting out of 
the train, which required surgery of her left hand and hospitalization. Her father visited 
her in the hospital. His unit left for Germany, and from a survivor she and her mother 
found out that her father had died in Mauthausen.  
She and her mother traveled to Budapest, where she got further treatment in the 
Jewish Hospital. Her father’s other sister, the Hoffmann family lived in Budapest and 
they stayed with them for a few weeks. 
After the accident, her mother became very fearful and overly protective of her.  
She missed her father very much.  
In November 1943, she remembered the public execution of 15 Communist youth in 
Szabadka, one of them related to their landlord. 
In 1944, after the German occupation of Hungary, someone told them one day not to 
return to their apartment, because Jews were taken to the ghetto, and she was in 
danger. She said that Jews were concentrated in four locations in Szabadka [two ghettos 
in fact, one for Jews from the surrounding area]. 
Her mother took her to the Boros family and they remained with them for the rest of 
the war.  
On June 16, 1944 they watched from a distance as the Jews, among them her father’s 
relatives, were marched to the train station. Gendarmes guarded them. Some were 
taken to Szeged, most to Bácsalmás. Part of the transport of the Jews from Bácsalmás 
[around 700, on June 25] ended up in Austria, where most of them survived, but the rest 
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of the transport was sent to Auschwitz. Furniture and other belongings left behind were 
collected in the synagogue. 
Of her father’s relatives, only Jenő Bőhm returned, her aunts and cousins all died. 
They were liberated by Soviet troops [October 10, 1944]. She remembered the red flags 
in the city.  
She did not remember when she and her mother began speaking Hungarian, but in 
September 1945, when she began instruction at the Serbian school, she knew Serbian.  
Life was very hard after the war in Szabadka. She received one meal a day at the Jewish 
community kitchen, which she shared with her mother.  
In 1949 or 1950, her mother married again, a Serbian physician. Their lives improved a 
lot. She said that her stepfather always treated her well.  
She studied in Belgrade, but we don’t learn what.  
She married a Serbian with the last name Krpez, and had a daughter. 
They spent the 1990 war in Moscow where her husband had a job. 
She always felt Jewish.  
In 1973, she joined the local Jewish community and served as its vice president.  
Her daughter also became active in the Jewish community. 
She showed photos at the end. 
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