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Supan Andic 

Filming 

January 10, 2001 

Dick Kane: 1,2,1,2. O.K. This is continuation of sound role 8. And we’re continuing on 
camera role 64 and this is "Desperate Hours" and we’re coming up on an interview with 
Supan Andic. S-U-P-A-N A-N-D-I-C. And, uh, uh, that’s all she wrote. 

Supan Andic: Uh, my name is Supan Andic that is my married name, Andic. Before 
being married I was Supan Beck. I was the daughter of Dr. Mamet Cameel Beck who 
attended to Attat to Qualy when he was sick. I graduated from 
Sheeshleetarakeyleesaysay. 

Michael Berenbaum: You were born in.. 

A: I was born in Istanbul. I was born in Taxin, Istanbul. I went to the English high school 
for my middle school. I went to the German high school for the, uh, later years of high 
school but I couldn’t graduate because the political relationships were, uh, closed because 
of the war and the last year I had to go to Sheeshleetarakeyleesaysay and that’s where I 
graduated from. And, uh, then I decided with my father’s acceptance that I would study, 
uh, economics. And, uh at the time there were three exams one had to take in order to 
enter the University. The one, first one, had to graduate from high school and the exam 
for that was taken at a different high school from which one graduate. Second was what 
was called, "Olgem look," maturity exam which I also took. And the third was a general 
entrance exam to the University. And it is in this general exam that I first saw Professor 
Fritz Neumark. He was walking down the aisles checking. 

Dennis Boni: I’m sorry we’re going to have to slate the head of this before we’re going 
to get picture here. Checking speed and marker please. 

(Marker goes off) 

Victoria: Start with I first saw Fritz Neumark 

B: But not yet. Once Meg’s clears. Anytime now. 

A: I first saw Fritz Neumark during the entrance exam to the University. He was walking 
down the aisles checking the papers of the students who were taking the exam. The first 
thing I remember about him is that he stopped by my side and he said, "My God, what a 
beautiful handwriting you have." And that’s all. My next acquaintance with Professor 
Neumark was when I was taking his classes of public finance and fiscal policy. He had an 
extremely good relationship with his students. He had very good relationship with me as 
his student and also with my husband who was his student. We used to go to his house. 
He used to be with us taking coffee in his office or outside of the University. And, uh, he 
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protected the students. He was quite close to the students. He protected the students if 
somehow something, uh, negative was being said about the students he would challenge 
the one who made such comments. He was a very loving and very lovable and very 
friendly person. 

M: Can you describe him for us physically. 

A: He’s, uh, I have some photographs that, uh, perhaps you could use. He’s very white, 
uh, light, uh, complexioned. Glasses, and, uh, about six feet tall I would say with a nice 
walk. Always very friendly smile. And, uh, he was nice to everybody that I know.  

M: Was he teaching in Turkish at this time? 

A: Yes, (Phone rings) he was one of the professors. 

M: And cut. 

V: Yeah, cut please. 

A: I will, but I will not answer. 

(Tape stops. Restarts) 

M: Your relationship with Professors as formal and they were distant from their students. 
Your relationship with Professor Neumark was very different.  

A: Well, uh, Professor Neumark was very friendly with any student that wanted to be 
close to him, that wanted to talk to him, that wanted to go his office and discuss even 
personal problems with him. But the other professors were not. But that is, I think, that 
was I think the custom in Turkey. Even in high school. Well, in high school in the last 
year in Sheeshleetarakeyleesaysay we had a professor that was very close to us. To his 
students as well. Um, but at the University, yes. They came, they lectured, and they left 
the classroom. There wasn’t that much of a relationship between the professors and the 
students. And then at the end of the year the exams were taken. If you got the good grade 
you pass and you went into the second class. There was no semester system at the time it 
was just the year course at the end of which you took the exam. Either you passed, if you 
didn’t you took the exam once again in September, if you passed that you went to, you 
continued. But Professor Neu, no you could approach Professor Neumark any time he 
was very very close as far as student-professor relationship was concerned he was very 
friendly. Um, he came to Istanbul as far as I know in 1933, October 1933 when I was 
about six years then there was no way for me to know him then. Um, as I said I met him 
first in… 

V: O.K. can we just take a break and let’s reload.  

B: We started with very little film in this… 
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A: As soon as, so long as she sits at her feet and she keeps petting. No problem. 
Whatsoever.  

B: Ready to go? 

A: So where was I? At, at, uh… 

M: He came in October 1933 

A: He came in October 1933. In a sense, of all the Jews that immigrated from Germany 
or from any other country to Turkey at the time came at a very convenient time because  
Ada Turkey wanted to totally redo the University. Hence, he closed it at the end of July, 
July 31st and he fired some of the people that he didn’t want there, he didn’t want to be 
there. And August the first he re-opened. And he was in touch, you will find this all 
written up in Professor Neumark’s, uh, book, "Sue Flute on Bosphorus." Um, he came at 
a time when Ada Turk was in touch with a person in Switzerland to obtain staff at the 
new University that he wanted to set up. And this person was the one who got in touch 
with very many people including Professor Neumark and he himself says he was lucky 
that it was the case. And, uh, so he was invited together with other and he came in 
October 1933. He was somewhat worried at the beginning according to what he has told 
me and according to what I read in his book he was somewhat worried about how he was 
going to lecture, what the language problem was going to be. But he overcame that rather 
quickly. He was one of the first Professors who learned Turkish, very fast. (coughs) 

V: Would you like a glass of water? 

(Tape stops and starts again) 

A: He learned Turkish very fast. He took courses. And soon he started to lecture in 
Turkish. Previously the system was that the professor would lecture in the foreign 
language and then the assistant would translate. (coughs)  

(Tape stops and restarts) 

A: He learned Turkish extremely fast. (coughs) 

V: Hold on just one second. 

A: He started to lecture. 

M: Hold on. 

A: I don’t know what’s causing it. Sorry.  

M: It’s all right.  

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 4 

(Tape stops and restarts) 

D: Dick let me know when you have speed. 

K: I have speed. 

D: And, you can go again. 

A: As I was saying he learned Turkish very fast. In fact, when I was a student he was not 
lecturing in German he was lecturing in Turkish and to his last day he spoke Turkish 
perfectly. He never forgot. Cut. (coughs) 

(Tape stops and restarts) 

V: We have sound. O.K.  

M: O.K. You were saying that he lectured to his last days and spoke perfect Turkish to 
his classes.  

A: He spoke perfect Turkish to his last days and I remember the last time we saw him 
was in Badin-Badin when a couple of … This was 1990. A couple of years ago he had 
left his residence in Frankfurt and moved to a senior home in Badin-Badin. And we had 
visited him before 1990 in Badin-Badin and, in fact, my husband and he went gambling 
at the casino and we had a marvelous time. But then we realized that, you know, he was 
forgetting things. He was old, I, one must admit. And I told my husband, I said, "Fwot, 
let’s go and see him once again. That maybe the last time we go." And we went for a 
beautiful lunch in one of the nearby hotels and he spoke to us in Turkish but every once 
in awhile he would forget that my husband didn’t speak any German so he would turn 
and speak to my husband in German and than I would interfere and start because I used 
to speak German and he would speak German to me.  

M: Now did you study with him only in Turkey or you went with him when he went back 
to Germany? 

A: No, I studied with him only in Turkey. I, after I graduated which was 1949 I became 
his assistant and this meant, you know, attending his classes while he was lecturing, 
doing things that he would like us to do. Helping him in the research that he did. And he 
was one of the professors that continued his research all the time that he was in Turkey. 
He has very many publications out, published articles, published outside of Turkey. He 
also was the mainstay behind the journal that was being published out of the department 
of economics. He was the main editor he used to contribute to that journal as well. In 
edition to contributing to professional reviews outside of Turkey he attended professional 
associations. He was a co-founder of the international institute of public finance of which 
my husband and I are now members.  

V: How long did Professor Neumark stay in Turkey? 
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A: He came in 1933 and if I’m not mistaken he went for one semester in1951, I may be 
wrong, but I don’t exactly remember. He came back again for another semester and 
thereafter in 1952 he left for good. Because the Frankfurt University made him a very 
good offer. He became director of the Frankfurt University and also the remuneration that 
he got, not necessarily with respect to the level of the remuneration but with respect to 
pensions and also the pension that he left to his wife in case he died was at a very high 
level. Something he could not possibly have obtained in Turkey. He became a Turkish 
citizen while he was in Turkey. I do not know if he changed his citizenship after he left. 
That I do not know. But he did, he was a Turkish citizen. 

M: Were you aware of the fact that he had been forced into exile from Germany when 
you knew him?  

A: Well, all of us knew that those professors that came from Germany were people that 
had to leave Germany because they had lost their positions. He was ousted from his 
positions at Frankfurt University and the other must have been as well. He didn’t come 
willingly. He lost his position and the only way to escape Germany was threw this 
gentleman in Switzerland who was trying to contact professors in order to staff the new 
University that was being set up in Istanbul. So to this day he’s extremely grateful, to his 
last day he was extremely grateful for the refuge that all people who have left their 
countries unwillingly have found in Turkey for that he’s great, he was grateful to his last 
day. After he left, while he was outside in Germany, he always did things in Turkey. He 
gave and gave, he came and gave lectures and he assisted Turkish gastarbita that went to 
Turkey. Whatever he could do he did that. And he made presentations all over Germany 
with respect to the situation that people in Turkey had encountered. The pleasant 
situations that the people in Turkey encountered. Those who have taken refuge in Turkey.  

M: How did he influence your education? 

A: Well, that is interesting. My education was influenced I think before him but it was, it 
became more serious after. The effect was more after. I went to an English high school. I 
had to go to a primary school, Turkish primary school. That was by law. I couldn’t go to 
a foreign school. There were very many foreign schools in Turkey. There was the Italian, 
several French schools, Austrian, and the German, Araya schoola. And I went, I had 
some influence as a symbiosis of however I got it through the English high school. And 
then of course I went to the German high school. The whole relationship between 
teachers and students somewhat different from the relationship that exist between 
teachers and students in Turkish high school. I’ll give you one example. The last year, as 
I told before, was in Sheeshleetarakeyleesaysay. We used to have breaks between classes 
when the bell rang, first the male students would be let into the classroom, then the 
teacher would enter, then the female students would be let into the classroom. There was 
no way that the male and the female students would be left alone in the same classroom. 
Of course in the German high school it was totally different. And consciously one feels 
the difference. Of course, education in German literature, English literature must have 
had some influence on me. Plus, I must admit Ada Turk was a cyclorist leader and that 
also must have influenced me. Also, my father to the extent that he never went to a 
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mosque, he never prayed. He was in favor of the secular education so all these effects 
must have had some influence on me prior to meeting Professor Neumark and it got even 
better after having met him.  

M: Did he treat you differently because you’re a woman? Intellectually differently? 

A: No, he treated me just like any other student. He would treat like any other student. 
Maybe he like me more than the others, I don’t know, because I was a woman student. 
But we had a very close relationship. He was very friendly but not with me, with all the 
other students with my husband as well who was a student there, he was extremely 
friendly.  

M: You say the only one of the professors with whom you kept a life long relationship? 

A: Yes. We had Gerhard Kessler who taught us social policy, who lectured in social 
policy. We had Professor Alfred Isak who lectured in business administration accounting, 
we had Alexander Rustof who lectured in economic geography and economic history. 
Those were the ones I remember maybe there were in our faculty. And yes, Professor 
Neumark is the only one whom we kept in touch. Myself and my husband.  

M: Let me ask you, what did you think of Germany for letting men of this caliber out, for 
forcing men of this caliber out? What did that make you think of Germany when you 
think of these professors sent into exile? 

A: I don’t think I was mature enough to pass a very strong judgement. Of course we were 
happy that they were there. Cause there was a saying that Istanbul University was the best 
University, best German University outside of Germany. That was the saying. As I said I 
don’t think I was that mature to pass any severe judgement on that. Of course my 
judgements on Germany became much more severe after I came to know about the 
holocaust and I remember seeing in my father’s hand a book with all the photographs of 
the, the concentration camp skeletons and bodies and all that. Of course we knew that it 
was happening. My husband probably was much more affected in that he had student 
fights. There were in his, there were, he had fights with students who were pro-German 
but he was not pro-German and he got stuck with a knife in the leg as the result of that.  
So if he were here he would tell you more things about it then I can. But of course, yes, 
we knew what was going on and we always looked for the news expecting that the allies 
would somehow win the war. When Germany attacked Russia it was a very severe winter 
even in Istanbul and the schools were closed very early. A lot of families left Istanbul and 
went to Anatolia thinking that perhaps German troops were going to cross over through 
Istanbul to Russia but by chance Hitler didn’t allow that. Of course for that we are very 
happy. We had very little affect on the war. Yes, we had blackouts, we used to close the 
windows with drapes at nighttime. We had tremendous inflation. In one night sugar went 
five times higher than what it was before. There were all sorts of coupons that one had to 
have. There was not sufficient supplies of flour, bread. Of course there was a lot of black 
marketing. Bribery, corruption, in terms of people who could get the extra coupons and 
could get the stuff that they wanted. That is very, I mean historically that’s a fact. So, we 
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didn’t suffer. Turkey did not suffer as much from the war as did the other countries that 
were invaded by the German troops. But yes we knew what was going on in the other 
countries.  

M: Victoria do you have any other questions? 

(People talk in the background for a five seconds) 

V: Two areas. The first one as you mentioned that your father was a physician to Ada 
Turk… 

A: Yes. 

V: In his last days in Istanbul.  

A: Yes. 

V: And he died in ’38? 

A: ’38. Yes. Signature is in the death certificate of Ada Turk. My father’s signature.  

V: So could you think about sort of a timeline as a Turk as a woman. The affect your 
father was a physician to Ada Turk. Turkeys tradition of bringing in foreign talent. Your 
father was a seculist encourage you in your education so you studied with a foreigner and 
he affected your life and you knew as a Turk carried on his legacy. Is there any way you 
think you could tie that together? As a, or you can leave your father out of it. But as a 
Turk the effect of a foreigner on you? On your education? On Turkey? How these 
professors the University actually being closed down and then being reopened. So what 
effect did these professors have on their legacy in Turkey? Their legacy on you and their 
legacy on Turkey?  

A: Certainly that legacy on me is that it opened the world to me. It was like opening a 
window to the world. That’s I think the best answer I can give to that. I, I , like I said my 
father’s secularism in perhaps as you put it rightly that he wanted to see all his children to 
be educated and he had five daughters and one son. Unfortunately the son died at a very 
young age. But he made sure that all his daughters would be educated. My eldest sister 
got an MA from, in architecture from MIT, my, another sister of mine is a 
pharmacologist that got her Ph.D. at Turis University. The two other sisters did not want 
to continue beyond middle school. And when I wanted to say yes I wanted to continue 
studying he had no objection whatsoever. He himself was a graduate of the medical 
school in Istanbul but through the masons he was able to escape to France for about a 
year and a half and studied for a year and a half, medicine, and came back so 
unconsciously or consciously this definitely had a tremendous effect on me.  

M: How lucky did you regard yourself as a woman having all these opportunities open to 
you? 
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V: Okay, just one second, we’re going to reload. 

(Tape stops and restarts) 

K: Okay, this is a new camera role. Role 66. If we can have quiet please.  

B: Would you like to start on the tighter frame Victoria or out a little bit?  

V: Yeah, let’s go tighter.  

B: Okay, somewhere in here.  

V: Uh huh.  

B: Alright so I just want to get speed please Dick. 

K: Speed please.  

B: Okay and go ahead and ask your question again and we’ll role for the answer. 

V: Dr. Andic, as a Turk what do you think that these professors gave Turkey and how did 
they change Turkey? 

A: Oh they certainly made the University an extremely good institution at least in my 
mind. And what would have taken place if they hadn’t come to Turkey, I’m in no 
position to say. I wouldn’t know, that would be pure conjecture. But the fact that they 
were there and they were not just in economics department they were in the department 
of law, they were in medicine, they were in political science, they were in dentistry, in all 
the fields, they were in linguistics. I mean, without them I should say that the University 
today would not be what it is today. This is how I feel whether it has improved further 
from that. What it is today I really don’t know because the system has changed totally. 
There are so many more Universities today in Istanbul, in Turkey that I cannot say. 

V: (interrupts her at "in Turkey that…") So do you feel grateful to 

A: Okay definitely. I cannot say, definitely. In a sense I am grateful that Hitler came so 
that these people, I’m joking of course, that these people could immigrate to Turkey. But 
as I said I don’t know what would have happened if they hadn’t come. In a sense I’m 
sorry that they had to leave their homeland that this situation took place in Germany. That 
is disaster. That is disastrous, I mean to this day I can say that. 

V: Did professor Neumark express his gratitude to towards Turkey. 

A: Oh God, yes. And endingly continuously and he said it on several occasions. Every 
time he came to visit Turkey after he left Turkey he said it. Every time he wrote 
something about the situation of Turks in Germany or the situation of the immigrants in 
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Turkey he said it. Definitely he said, he never denied his gratefulness to Turkey for 
having accepting them.  

V: Would it be fair to say you think he developed a love for Turkey? 

A: Yes, definitely, he developed a love for Turkey. There’s no way one can deny it. He 
loved Turkey to the last day of his life. He never said anything nasty or ugly about 
Turkey. Never.  

V: Can we cut for a moment.  

B: Yeah. 

M: That was wonderful. 

(Tape stops and restarts) 

V: In going back to what I read about he wrote in his book that he had never seen a closer 
relationship between professor and student as between the ones between professor and 
student in Turkey. That there was this love. How did that develop? That he came to see 
you as a daughter? 

A: I suppose we understood each other. He tried to help me in every way and the fact that 
he was such a kind and good person helping, not just me but all the other students but he 
also was like a, like a second father to me. My father had very good characteristics but he 
also lacked certain things. For example, he would never allow me to go out with a 
boyfriend. No way. So going to a school, going to a University in a way was a way out 
for me to be able to go out and go out be with my boyfriend. But Professor Neumark, of 
course, for him that was totally acceptable, it was totally normal. In fact my husband and 
I and he used to go to cake, coffee shops and have cake and have coffee and talk about it. 
And I must also tell one thing. I failed in one of the exams. Not in his but he had a 
dotsent who somehow, I don’t know if he was jealous of the good relationship that my 
husband, Fwat, at the time my boyfriend had with Professor Neumark. Despite the fact 
that in the oral exam I did quite well, he failed me and I just didn’t know what to do. I 
couldn’t tell this to my father and he kept taking me out to coffee shops and he says, 
"Supan, please tell your father. I said, "Professor Neumark I cannot. I cannot do this 
because he will never accept the fact that I failed in a class. In a course. I cannot." 

But he was the one who was telling me do and I didn’t. I didn’t obey him in that sense 
and I think that was the right thing to do because my father would never have forgiven 
me. So here’s another father who is much more liberal. My father wasn’t that strict but he 
wasn’t that liberal either. But here is another character who is much more liberal as far as 
relationship had between father and daughter was concerned and to me that was very 
important. 

V: Do you think that he arrival of… 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 10 

(Tape stops and goes to other side) 

A: It started earlier than that I think, well, what am I saying. He came in 1933 I was a 
little kid then. But Ada Turk, there were a lot of openings and there was opening for the 
women. They started to go to school and many professions were now open to women. 
They could become doctors, lawyers, teachers, etc. I’m sure that it accelerated this 
opening. I’m sure it did. Yes. 

V: Is there any area that we haven’t touched on that you’d like to talk about? You know, 
as a Turk or you know what they did for you personally to this day in your life? How did 
it affect you you think? 

A: I might I would like to say a few words with our relationship with him after he left the 
University if that is O.K. because like I said he is the only professor with whom we were 
in constant touch and he saw to it that we were in constant touch. Maybe to start from the 
end, towards the end. He sent me the manuscript of his book, Soof looft on Bosphorus, 
for me and for my husband to read. Of course my husband couldn’t read it so I translated 
to him.  

V: What is that title in English? 

A: Escape to the, to Bosphorus, I assume. Soof Looft, escape to Bosphorus. And we sent 
our comments and he took those comments into consideration and sent the manuscript 
back again for us to read once again and he does give credit to us in the book and the 
book that I gave to you is dedicated to us. He has his personal dedication in it. He was 
instrumental for me to give lectures in Germany. It is through him that I spent a couple of 
months at Hamburg University. Gave lectures on public finance and fiscal policy there. I 
gave lectures in Munich University. I gave lectures in Constance University. I gave 
lectures in Geeson, Geeson, it was with University of Aris.  

V: Did he ever mention or did anyone later mention the past history of Turkey 
welcoming immigrants in trouble as in the Spanish Jews that came in 1492 under the 
sultan? 

A: In what sense mention? 

V: That Turkey had a history of being a haven for people in trouble? 

A: If you look through the things that the Jewish society has published in Turkey you will 
find this very openly stated. I was given those. I think I have it someplace in the books 
that on the 500 anniversary of it they they published a few things and it is mentioned 
there very gratefully. I think it’s an organization headed by Jack Commy.  

V: Yes. 
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A: Yes. There, the Jews definitely know that for sure. The relationship between Jews and 
Turks in Turkey was somewhat different from the relationship between Greeks and Turks 
and Armenians and Turks. Somehow the Greeks and Armenians are not that friendly 
towards the Turks. With Jews there was not much of a problem.  

V: So you think that there has been a special relationship between Jews and Turkey? 

A: I don’t know whether there was a special relationship but definitely there was not 
open adversity. That adversity also manifested itself in 1956 I believe when there was 
tremendous massacre of Greeks and Armenians. At the end of which. Massacre in a sense 
that they went door to door and killed a lot of people but to a large extent this was also 
caused by the tremendous inflation and the poverty that existed at the time in Turkey but 
definitely this was not shown against the Jews by the Turks themselves. But the Turks 
themselves had suffered from the Greeks and Armenians after the first World War and to 
this day it is not forgotten.  

M: What did you write your doctorate on? 

A: I wrote my doctorate at the University of Michigan on public finance and 
development using the case of Suriname. That was, I did it on the professor Constoper. I, 
I got a full ride fellowship in 1952. ’52 September I came to the University of Michigan 
just because Professor Musgrave happened to be there. Professor of public finance and he 
was very well known and that is where I started. And then my husband and I first got our 
master’s degrees there when my husband decided to have, to continue for his doctorate at 
the University of Edinburgh. So I left University of Michigan before completing my 
Ph.D.. My husband got his Ph.D. in Edinburgh and I returned I finished my thesis and I 
got my degree from the University of Michigan. Professor Michigan came to, Professor 
Neumark came to Michigan, gave lectures there. Professor Neumark came to Puerto Rico 
where my husband and I were professors. Several times he came and gave lectures. 
Absolutely marvelous, perfect lectures in public finance. He stayed with us in our house. 
He played chess with my husband and used to lose and when he lost he used to get angry. 
(Laughs). 

M: Now if he were sitting here today 

A: Yes. 

M: And we were to have asked him what did he think of Turkey, what were his feelings 
to Turkey, what do you suspect his answer would be? 

A: I don’t know what to answer but one thing that comes to my mind is that, not that he 
would want the same situation to occur again but if it were to occur I’m sure he would 
say he would take refuge in Turkey again. It was like a, to him it was like a second 
country. In fact he was, while he was in Turkey he was offered a position in United 
States. He declined. He didn’t go. Some of the other refugees did go. I don’t know how 
many of them went but he declined and he didn’t go.  
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V: Could you state that for us again starting with Doctor Neumark was always grateful to 
the end of his life? Where you say it not me? 

A: Yeah he was grate… 

V: Doctor  

A: Doctor Fritz Neumark, Professor Fritz Neumark, Fritz to me because towards, oh for 
the last ten years we called each other by our first names. See this is one other thing in 
Turkey, students and professors talk to one another in courteous names. Anyway, he was, 
he was always grateful. He was always grateful to have been in Turkey. Definitely.  

V: Can you say the Professor Neumark was always 

A: Professor Neumark, yes, Fritz to me, today, Professor Fritz Neumark has been always 
grateful to the last day of his life of having been in Turkey in having taken refuge in 
Turkey in 1933. From 1933 until ’52 he was in Turkey and that he will, that he never 
forgot until his dying days. That he never forgot until his dying days.  

M: I think that’s good.  

V: O.K. 

M: That’s a wrap. 

V: That’s a wrap. Can’t do better than that. Thank you so much. 

A: Thank you.  

V: That was wonderful.  

A: Thank you.  

V: And you look great. And the background looks great.  

M: And your voice… 

(Tape stops) 
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