
These are the answers of Card. Capovilla: 
 

1. The Archbishop Roncalli, like all the other nuncios and delegates, did all he 
could to save the Jews and allow their transit in safe countries; he also 
maintained good relations with the Jewish Institutions in Turkey and Palestine.
            
     

2. Reading the books I suggested, would help the knowledge of what is 
available, for the moment.        
       

3. He often used to speak about this activity of his, inspired by the Gospel of 
Brotherhood, but calmly, without emphasis, and of course, without being 
boastful.          
           

4. I was not with him while he was in Istanbul. I was with him both in Venice and 
in Vatican. He was happy to have contributed to the cause of the persecuted 
Jews; he said that, under those circumstances, it was done everything 
possible.          
        

5. Absolute condemnation of the Holocaust.     
            
      

6. He started debating not that much on what was done in Turkey, but on the 
final explanation of the relation with the People of the Alliance.  
            
    

7. For what I know, he did not face any pressure. Later on, after his death, some 
debates arose, when “Nostra Aetate” was written.    
            
       

8. His great assistants were Card. Bea and the Secretariat  for the Union of 
Christians, who had the task to clarify the relation Church-Hebraism. 
            
  

9. I would not consider them opponent groups. We had to make a careful 
distinction between religious activity and political implications.  
            
  

10. In the enclosure “Il Cavaliere di Dio” you will find all you need.  
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11. Pope John didn’t reshape the Church. In fact his motto was “Loyalty and 
Renewal” The Church is depositary of the Revelation. In the course of 
centuries it is always looking for the best way of communicating the eternal 
and immutable message of Christ, with the proper language, suitable to all the 
cultures and civilizations.        
            
     

12 .Saturday, March 17th 1963, passing by the Synagogue, at thesight of the 
Jews coming out, he stood up in the car and waved with love, provoking a 
wave of respect and sympathy.       
           
     

13.  No, he never issued false certificates. This would not do him credit. However 
he gave out many certificates of protection of the Holy See.   
            
     

14.   He brought many Jews near Turkey, bur I can’t give you any documentation   
on this matter.          
           

15.   He looked back upon this time with grief and serene conscience.  
            
     

16.  Being close to Pope   John, I absorbed his spirit and I let his thought get to 
my heart, especially the words he pronounced before dying. (see enclosure A). 
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