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M- Tell us a little about why Turkey became so important during WWII. 

D - For the Jews in general, Jewish refugees, for the Jewish community in 
Palestine which is usually called the Yishuv. First of all if we think where 
Turkey is situated. Turkey is a major route of immigration before WWII and of 
course during WWII it became a route that people tried to escape through. 
Turkey was a good connection for southern Europe, Romania, Bulgaria, which 
were not in the war in the beginning of 1939 but joined the war later in 1941. 
There was a period of time that Turkey had good connections to this part of 
Europe where a large number of Jewish refugees were assembled, because first 
of these countries were not occupied and were not under direct German control, 
although they were part of the countries that were positive to Germany and then 
allied with them. There was a hope, if you reach closer to the Mediterranean, 
closer to the Black Sea, if you reach closer to southern Europe you might get 
finally out of Europe to Palestine or to other places, but mostly to Palestine 
when you talk about Turkey. So this is from the perspective of the Jews who 
were captured under Nazi persecution, Nazi rule threatened by the war and it’s 
expansion. They looked for ways to escape. Now from the perspective of 
Palestine of course, Turkey was relatively close, there were land routes and you 
could use a train to get to Turkey. Of course from a certain point, after France 
or Vichy France was established it was more difficult. This was still a route that 
was relatively easier to get in contact with Jews in Europe, and it was even 
before the war an important place where Jewish immigration was organized for. 

M- Tell us a little bit about Turkish neutrality. 

D- Now this is another. I talked about the situation of the geographic situation 
of Turkey; the other thing is the political situation. Probably the lesson Turkey 
learned from WWI was that in this situation it should keep neutral in WWII. 
Although there was a lot of German influence in Turkey, there were quite a 
number of political leaders who thought that Turkey should ally with Germany. 
The pressure from the British and the interests that were connected to the 
British countries that were surrounding Turkey which were under British 
mandate like Iraq, made it more difficult to take sides. But we must admit until 
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the first stage of the war at least until 1943, even towards the end perhaps of 43, 
the Germans interest in Turkey were very,very strong and quite influential. 
Another thing we should take in account is that the fear of Turkey from Russia, 
from the Soviet Union. In the first part of the war the Soviet Union was 
together with Nazi, Germany, but once the war started in Soviet Union from the 
summer of 1941, the fear that when the mood of the war would change what 
would happen to Turkey because of the constant interest of Russia and the 
Soviet Union to which hot water, water that does not freeze in the winter was a 
great really threat for Turkey. Therefore in the second part of the war allying 
with the British and the Americans was more promising than with the Nazis 
who were defeated. I think here lies the major interest in Turkish neutrality, 
which was like all countries like Switzerland and Spain, they were neutral, but 
they had different orientations during the war, they moved to different sides. 

M - Let’s go through now the different of activity in Turkey of Jews seeking to 
reach Palestine and later Palestinians seeking to reach Jews. 

D - OK, so first one should remember that there was in Istanbul a major office 
of immigration or a major office of the Zionist movement that dealt with 
immigration all the time. From 1940 when the war in the west started, when 
Germany invaded the Netherlands and France and the Jews could not really 
operate easily and could not move, transit easily through Italy and Switzerland 
the importance of Istanbul as as center became more and more central. So, 
therefore, I think the growing role of Istanbul as a station for operation for 
immigration to Palestine, grew from 1940 onward. Now immigration to 
Palestine was a very difficult operation at that time because from the British 
perspective, most immigrants or a large number of immigrants who tried to 
reach Palestine in the first wave or mass escape when war started. A large 
majority of them did not have the certificates, the visas, etc. that the British 
demanded. They could not have it because of the British rule about 
immigration to Palestine. Therefore, the British called it illegal immigration, 
the Jews called it independent immigration or another form of immigration 
etc…Turkey became very important for these operations. Another thing 
because the straits, the Bosphorus and the Dardanells were open water and any 
boat that reached the straits had to get permission to continue it’s way. It was 
also a chance to reach the Mediterranean relatively easier than in other 
situations. A third reason why Turkey was such an important center for this 
kind of operation that you had a lot of seaman and old boats who were 
available for different prices, usually very high prices, and usually not very 
reliable or large or good boats, sometimes very small ones that one could try 
and get through Turkey. So both seaman, merchants or agents that dealt with 
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getting boats and the boats availability, all these were important. Now the 
Turkish government, now this was very interesting, because unlike many other 
neutral countries in 1940 the Turkish government passed a law that any 
immigrant who had an end visa which means that he had a permission to enter 
any country, Peru or Cuba or whatever could pass through Turkey, could get a 
transit visa for Turkey. Now most of the illegal immigrants had fake visas to 
Panama or other Latin American countries and once they got this end visas they 
could get the transit visa. So here you had the combination, the government 
passed a law to get the fake visas was relatively easy so the consuls in each 
country, Budapest, Hungary, Bulgaria, and you know many people could get 
the kinds of certificates that were fake certificates. This made the passage 
through Turkey possible. The hope is from Turkey to go on from and therefore 
operating or constructing some kind of establishment that would continue the 
move from Istanbul to Palestine that was as important as making the facilities, 
helping assisting the move from Europe to Turkey. So here you have again the 
meeting point of the interests of the refugees and the organizations.  

M- Let’s take us through one successful ship and one unsuccessful ship. 

D- Successful ship during the war, you want, not before the war? Well there 
was a voyage, to say successful you know is something that would be 
ambiguous. It was successful, finally if people reach Palestine, it was 
successful. If they didn’t reach and tragically drowned, it was a tragedy. Then 
the word successful is a small word for really it entails. But even a successful 
voyage could be very very painful for the refugees who were on the boat 
because it could takes weeks, month until the operation could go on. But I’ll 
give you an example of a big boat that reached Palestine in February 1940. This 
was a Turkish boat, therefore I think I mentioned this boat in particular, the 
name was the " Zacharia". It was organized by the son of Zev Jabatinsky of the 
?????Zionist party or organization I should say. This was a boat… 

M - Give us one more sentence or two on who Zev Jabatinsky was. 

M- We were talking about successful and tragic ships. 

D - I mentioned that the "Zacharia" was organized by the Zionist organization, 
that it was established and created and headed by Zev Jabatinsky who was a 
major Zionist leader during the all the years of the Zionist movement and at a 
certain point he was in a position to establish the leadership, in particular in 
opposition to Weiztman, Hyam Weitzman, the president of the Zionist 
organization. He seperated from the Zionist Organization in the mid 30’s and 
created the new Zionist organization. In any case, also operated illegal 
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immigration and this boat that I’ve mentioned that reached finally Palestine in 
February 1940 started to get organized when war started in September 1939, 
even a little earlier, and it was a group of over 2000 people. That’s a big boat. 
Now the people that were stranded on small boats in Constanza on the Danube, 
????? before they reached Constanza, until they were able to get a boat that was 
big enough to take the people. Finally it was a Turkish family that owned the 
boat, they were also the seaman that operated the boat. For the people who 
boarded the "Zacharia" it was a great rescue at that point since they were 
already for weeks, about ten weeks, in small boats stranded. The boat was very 
crowded, extremely crowded, and the conditions was difficult on the boat, but 
it moved. It passed the straits, the Dardenelles, the Bosphorus and the British 
considered to capture the boat on the high seas, but actually Churchill opposed 
it, he was not yet Prime Minister at that point, he would become Prime Minister 
a few month’s later, he was responsible for the admiralty. The boat reached 
Palestine. The people were kept for a few weeks in detention camp and were 
released. The Turkish seaman and the family that operated the boat were also 
captured by the British and were sentenced and the boat was confiscated. So it 
was a successful voyage, it was unsuccessful in the respect that the boat was 
captured, the people were sentenced, it took a month and they were defended 
by a Jewish lawyer in Palestine. It took a month and of course it barred and 
threatened others to go on with such operations. There was also great pressure 
by the British government on the Turkish government… (Film changover) 

M - Now take us through a tragic boat. 

D - Well, I think that the greatest tragedy is the story of the Struma. There was 
another boat that was sunk in 1944. But I think that we should relate to the 
Struma story which was sunk in the Black Sea, north of the Bosphorus in 
February 1942. Two years actually after the story that I mentioned of the 
Zacharia, but here we are on a complete different situation 1942, the war is 
already expanded to the Soviet Union. Romania is already part of the German 
alliance. She is in the war. Deportations of the Jews in northern parts of 
Romania, Besarabia, Buchovina started already to Transneistria and Romania 
Jews are in a terrible, terrible, situation of death, persecution, fear of 
deportations. There is a great pressure to escape, to leave Romania in any way 
that is possible. Now the Struma was organized basically by private seamen. In 
alliance, in the beginning with the alliance of the ??????? movement, but it was 
a private enterprise basically. It was a boat, a small boat comparison to the 
number of people of people that were on board, it was about six meters in the 
width and twelve in the length and on the boat were over seven hundred people. 
Now the people had end visa, of course a fake end visa and they hoped either to 
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continue with the boat to Palestine or to get permission to land in Istanbul and 
to continue somehow. There were different hopes and different versions of 
what would have happened to the people. As a boat had lots of problems, 
engine problems, from the beginning. There was really a lot of cheating, people 
paid a lot of money to be on board of this crowded boat. They did it just out of 
desperation, it was a choice to try to do something yourself in the hope to 
rescue yourself oryou had a feeling that the threat is so big, who knows what 
will happen to you. It took a number of days, over a week to get from 
Constanza, in Romainia to Istanbul. They engine was broken one time and then 
repaired and broken again and finally they reached Istanbul and they were 
taken to an isolated part in Istanbul. They had again to repair the engine. There 
was a lot of help of the Jewish community in Istanbul to provide the technical 
assistance needed for the engine and to provide for food and water. To make a 
long story short, for ten week, ten weeks, this 756 people were on this boat 
which could crowd normally a few tens of people in very difficult situation. 
The Turks, when the boat reached Istanbul, were ready to let it pass through the 
straits, but they wanted to be sure that the British would let them reach 
Palestine. Now, the first meeting between the British ambassador and the 
Turkish foreign minister talking about the fate of the boat, the British 
ambassador Atchinson said "Well you know we are against this movement, this 
movement is an illegal movement…( so on and so forth)…but if for 
humanitarian consideration if you would let them go down, no comment…" 
Something like this, he didn’t say "no comment", this was the spirit of it. But 
when he sent message to London of the conversation, and of his response. He 
got a letter of anger and thc cry… "Finally the Turks area ready to help us to 
work according to our purposes and goals and you are going to obstruct it…" 
So he initiated another meeting and finally the boat was not let to continue it’s 
way. Now we don’t really know, what were the consideration of the Turks, 
because the Turkish government does not let anyone into it's archives and as 
they know a lot of the materials are simply destroyed. Even if you go into the 
archives you find very little. They don’t really have a system of keeping the 
document in a way like other countries you have archival laws etc… So, in 
order to know about the Turkish attitude towards the case of the Struma was 
from the British documents or from Jewish sources but not from the Turks 
themselves, so we must say that it is partial knowledge. After ten weeks, the 
British who were pressed by the Zionist politicians and others were ready to let 
the children under the age of 16 leave the boat. But the Turks resented it, they 
said either all of them or none of them. They were not ready to let the people 
off the boat unless they get their visas or certificates to Palestine. After the ten 
weeks the Turks simply tugged the boat to the Black sea, although it was 
completely clear that if they reach Romania, that all people were going to be 
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imprisoned and who knows what will happen to them. Since the boat was in 
such bad condition and after ten weeks the conditions deteriorated, who knows 
if they will reach Constanza back. After a fews hours of being back in the 
Black Sea, the boat was hit by a torpedo. It was a Russian torpedo, a Soviet 
torpedo, that hit the boat by mistake thinking it is a boat, a Turkish boat with 
supplies for the Germans and all people sunk except for one person who 
managed to stay in the water. It was February, many people died just being in 
the water for so many hours and freezing in the water. The name name of this 
person is Yakov Stolya. He was 19 at that time. He survived, he was in very 
bad health conditions, it took him years to recover, but he is still living now in 
the United States.  

M - When did the Yishuv send delegates to work in Turkey? 

D - Well actually the first delegates reached Turkey, there were a number of 
delegates, but the person who was in charge of the legal immigration, in trying 
to work with the Turkish government was Hyam Barlas. He came to Turkey in 
1940. Since as I said before, most of the traffic was illegal traffic, illegal from 
the British perspective or from the formal perspective, this person, this 
individual, Hyam Barlas, was not really the man to deal with this kind of 
operation, non legal things, bribing, getting in touch with people who were not 
the honorable respected merchants or seamen who wanted to work in this kind 
of traffic. Obviously you looked for people were not able to work in regular 
traffic, or who wanted to get a lot of money in a short period of time,so you 
didn’t connect with regular establishment of the sea people at the time. So 
already in at the end of 1940 and 1941 people from the organizations that was 
in , charge of this kind of operation, that is called the illegal immigration 
organization, sent it’s people to find ways to get in touch. Now these people 
were also working with British intelligence. It is an interesting combination. 
One of the persons who worked with the British later, for example is Teddy 
Kolleck, who did both, the formal cooperation with the British and the illegal, 
unformal and anti-British operations to rescue Jews. Now the same kind or the 
same strategy was already formulated in 1941 where you have people who 
were members of the illegal immigration organization in Hebrew (She says the 
name in Hebrew) and these people worked with the British for their goals, for 
different Intelligence goals, I will not go into details. IN the same time they 
built the connections in order to find the people who could work in Bulgaria, 
Romania, and in Turkey. A person that should be mentioned who is very, very 
important, very central in this operation was in Turkey for a long time is Ev 
Shind,  
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who really developed this operation from 1941. Now these people were in 
Istanbul when the Struma was stranded for ten weeks and were completely 
helpless to help the Struma. This affected them very strongly the feeling that 
here you have over 700 people that really are fighting for their lives, took this 
way to escape the Nazis or the Romanian Fascists, anti-semites in Europe, and 
here were the people who want to help them, who want to rescue them, who 
want to do everything to assist and bring them to Palestine and they were 
completely helpless. This was a great push when they came to Palestine after a 
few months to reorganize, this was a great push to bring the message to the 
political leadership that we have to create a larger basis in Istanbul. Here we 
have a chance and if we are more independent and can operate in our ways, we 
will be able to take people out. So here we come to the middle of 1942 with this 
decision of this organization, specific organization of immigration. But a few 
months later the information about the destruction of European Jews, the 
systematic killing of European Jews really came and I would say not only came 
to the knowledge, because there was scattered information before, but the 
cumulation and the information altogether came to a stage people could realize 
that it is not a cause of the war, it is not just sporatic killing that there is a plan, 
there is a system, there is something intentionally, intentional policy to kill, to 
murder the Jews although the knowledge of the death camps was not really 
revealed at that point, not completely clear to the people, but it was really 
understood that we have an intentional policy, purposely to kill the Jews of 
Europe. And then, just one more sentence, a different kind of delegation is 
established. The delegation of aid and rescue of the Jews of Palestine that was 
sent to Istanbul, this is the beginning of 1943.  

M- What was the goal of this new delegation? 

D- Well the goal I would say at least two fold or more. First to establish the 
connection. Turkey as I said was neutral. Although still with a leaning toward 
Germany. But never the less it was really a post for spying and intelligence, all 
countries sent their people to Turkey. People came from Europe, in particular 
the interest was people who came from either Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary or 
Poland. There were many diplomats, consuls, etc. that you could use. First of 
all to get in contact with the Jews and to have the information; who is alive?, 
where are things happening?, how can they get organized?, how can we help 
them get organized etc.? This is a context itself that was very, very important. 
We should remember that there was no regular post or anything like this, the 
only contact that could be around was the Red Cross, and this was only small 
post cards that you could reveal very little information. You had to go round 
about to get the information then to send aid, to send money, to send any kind 
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of aid that the Jews could buy food, clothing whatever they needed. And 
immigration, the ultimate goal was to take the Jews out of Europe. But of 
course this was the most difficult one. This could only happen from the 
countries that closer to the Black Sea, otherwise it was impossible.  

M - There is some debate in contemporary Israeli literature about the 
responsiveness of the Yishuv to the need to rescue. What was their debate? 
What was the debate taking place in Jerusalem?  

D - During the war? 

M - During the war. 

D - The question that really was I the mind of the people during the war was; 
what could a small community that didn’t have it’s sovereign rule, that was 
completely dependent on every step, on the British, because they were the 
rulers of Palestine, what could they do despite the British policy? You know I 
said they sent a delegation to Turkey. It could sound if you know that people 
were really going to Turkey openly, legally, each of them except for Hyam 
Barlas, that I mentioned before, who was a person in charge of the Zionist 
office in Istanbul. All of the people were in Turkey undercover, they either 
journalist, or merchants or other businessmen. So any operation that was done 
was done undercover. Now to leave Palestine to get to Turkey you needed the 
permission of the British to transfer money to occupied Europe was of course 
banned, so you had to do it in illegal ways. Each step that was taken, each step 
that was not you know taken in, just you know normal regular way that we are 
talking. Not only that it was war, but that these steps were against the policy of 
the allies, who the Jews certainly identified with completely, you know in the 
larger meaning they were of course the enemies of the Nazis. They were 
against this kind of tactics of the allies. The debate was how can we work 
against Great Britain when we are really dependent completely, not only in 
operation but also in the future of Palestine with Great Britain. So this is one 
level of it. But the much more, I would say important and central level was, OK 
we can by illegal means we can take a number of people in each life that we 
rescue as extremely important. But, if we really want to have a larger state, if 
we want to do something that would help the community, that would help a 
large number of people, we must, the only way to do it, is either with the 
British or Americans or I mean with the people who are the allies. So we 
cannot do anything in a large scale illegally, we can do the small things 
illegally, we cannot do the large things illegally. During this time there were 
two kinds of larger plans to rescue Jews from Trans Nestria and the plan to 
rescue Jews from Slovakia. Now what can you do about it if you cannot work 
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together with the British. So the major consideration were; can we go on larger 
operations?, how can we record support of public opinion or of public opinion 
in the US, in Britain public opinion was not important. But politicians in 
Britain, you know that would support us. What kind of practical suggestions 
could we offer the Allies that they will be ready because of humanitarian 
reasons because what ever they would be able to cooperate with us. SO the idea 
was that you could first of all try to convince the neutral countries to take more 
refugees. You know if you convince Switzerland, Spain and Turkey to take 
more refugees, this would help you know, once refugees would see that they 
could move that they could pass that the borders are not sealed to them, you 
know that the stream would become larger. Then you could try and work in 
other ways, but concentrate on the countries that were not directly under 
occupation. Like let, pray somehow Romania to let Jews escape from Poland, 
Hungary, to Romania, then from Romania you go on. But for all these things 
you needed the political support of the Allies. So this was the kind of thing you 
were trapped in the orientation of course it was for Allies orientation, and with 
the particular fate of the Jews that was unlike other countries that were 
occupied and suffered and had terrible situation. The Poles suffered immensely 
under the Nazis. But there was no plan to eliminate all Poles, there were plans 
to eliminate the professors, the church, the clergy, the intellectuals etc., and 
they did it the Nazis, they didn’t hesitate. But for the Jews it was completely 
different. So when the Allies said, we could not sent money to help Jews, that 
this would help the Nazis, we could not do other things because we don’t have 
any dialogue with the Nazis, and we don’t want to have any dialogue. We will 
win the war and we want win the war fast, because when we win the war the 
Jews will be rescues. The chronology simply didn’t work, because when the 
information about the killing reached the West and the Yishuv, it was when 
most Jews were already murdered. So you had already the remenent of 
European Jews. So the Yurshurv, or the Jews could not wait to win the war, 
which took another two years until May 1945. They had to try and act, 
therefore, the idea was to try the small things. Whatever you do, you do. To 
operate with the big things as much as is possible and it failed completely. I 
will go into details on this… 

M - Teddy Kolleck described this as the most frustrating period of his life. 

D - Yea. 

M - He said people were dying by the millions and he was able to save a 
handful. What he saved was all important but compared to the need it just was a 
drop in the bucket. 
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D- Well, this is certainly true but we must say, I mean for the….(changing of 
film) 

D- Before I go into the feelings of Teddy Kolleck, of which I totally agree with 
the frustration, it is an understatement the word frustration here. We must admit 
that at that stage of the war, there was very little that could be done to rescue 
the Jews of Europe, this is trues also for the Allies. If something could have 
been done it could have been done much earlier in the war perhaps until 1941. 
But then, you see this is again the asymmetry of the chronology. Teddy Kolleck 
was in a double role in Istanbul as a said before, this was a strategy of the 
Yishuv to work with the British and to do the most important thing from 
another perspective against the British actually. Although there were British 
people, particular one person who was very helpful and assisted very much 
against this government’s operation, the Jews.  

M- Mention his name. 

D - Wittle, I believe that Teddy mentioned his name. 

M - That was the name that Teddy couldn’t remember. 

D - Oh..Wittle, I don’t remember his first name. He was extremely…. 

M- Hold it for one second… 

D- This Major Wittle was really an intelligence person, formally he was in the 
Consulate, responsible for passport, was very, very helpful and was very 
empathic to the Jews, also for this period of time and he was for long years at 
least from 1941 till the end of the war. There were other people, but he as the 
most important one in this respect. And Teddy Kolleck had very close 
relationship with him, but he could do quite a bit to help the British in the 
intelligence perpective but very little for the rescue of Jews. No why were the 
British intelligence so interested in the Jews, is again the strategy, I think it is in 
a way genius for the people who thought of it. Because the Jes ho came from 
Bulgaria, Romania, from other parts of Europe who could you know get across, 
were people who had a lot of information. Who were people who observed the 
movements of the Nazis, of the Germans of the Romanians. People who 
observed the development of the war, people who had a lot of interests to 
understand the situation. They could give a lot of information that was 
extremely important for the British intelligence. In particular hen the plans to 
send, you know, parachutes and others into these territories really became 
operational. So, therefore the British had an interest to have a small stream of 
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people coming. People who they could interrogate, first in Istanbul, and then 
there was an office established in Haifa that interrogated the people more 
thoroughly, and they used this information for the operation. Teddy felt that he 
really provided very important information for the British and for the war of 
course, it wasn’t really for the British it was for the war effort. However, it 
didn’t result in the larger movement except for this small stream. Later when he 
left there was a change, when he as replaced by Yahuda ????(Hebrew name, 
can’t be made out). 

M - Tell us about the attempts to bring Zionist leadership, political leadership 
to Turkey. 

D - This was in the first stage of the war and there were two important 
attempts, one was to help the leaders to pass, to go through. They had the visas, 
they could get legally, so if they managed to leave Poland and to go to escape 
to Hungary or continued to Romania and then to go to Turkey they could really 
reach Turkey and get to Palestine legally. But there was a more interesting 
attempt that Hyam Barlas really organized of a group of young youth 
movement people from different youth movements who escaped from Poland 
to Vilna. Now Vilna for a few months, from September 1939 to June 1940 was 
an independent city. Many Jew escaped from Poland escaped there. Now he 
managed to organize certificates for these people so that they got the 
permission to pass through the Soviet Union, reached Turkey and the Turkish 
at that point, this was really the motivation of Barlas to get the law in the 
Turkish Parliament, actually the government, that anyone that has and end visa 
will get a transit visa. Here we have quite a large group of over 100 people who 
through Turkey, who reached Palestine. 

M - Now what about the debate about bringing Zionist leadership from the 
Yurshurv to Turkey to witness first hand what was happening and therefore to 
increase the amount of resources dedicated to Turkey. 

D - Well there were at least three major trips of at least three major leaders. The 
first one as right away in March 1943, when the delegation was established of 
the person who was the treasurer, we can say of the Jewish agency, Eliazar 
Kaplan, he was then the first treasurer of the government of Israel, after Israel 
was established. He came to Turkey to inquire, what are the possibilities and 
get an evaluation from Istanbul itself, the possibilities to operate rescue 
operations. Now it’s really important to say that, when you are in Istanbul, or 
when you are in Jerusalem, your perspective changed. When you were in 
Istanbul, you were closer to Europe. You met more refugees, you talked with 
more diplomats, you knew more and it is not just the information, it’s also the 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



environment, the atmosophere, the spirit, somehow you got more engaged, 
more involved in this kind of tension that as in the air, what is happening in 
Europe?, what can we do about Europe?, how can we operate in Europe?. So, 
there as something in being in this situation that would change the perspective. 
And therefore it was so important that not only the first hand information to 
meet the people and to see who are the people we are dealing with. To 
understand how much money you must invest in the hopes that perhaps, 
perhaps something would be successful. Because most of the attempts failed. A 
lot of money as just lost. You know you send money to Europe, with a person 
you would never rely on in normal life, but what could you do this was your 
only chance. So either he gave the money or he didn’t give the money to the 
persons that he had to give the money. But to understand that these were the 
only people that you could operate was different when you heard it in a meeting 
in Jerusalem and the same information would be given to you. But it as 
completely different because of the environment and the atmosphere that they 
mentioned before. So the visit of Kaplan was very important in particular for 
the immigration. It as not, it demonstrated that the big plan, one of the plans of 
Slovakia that I mentioned before was really, had very little chances. But never 
the less it was very important for the immigration because the people of the 
illegal immigration organization said, "Let’s not plan big plans, let’s operate in 
a strategy, in a tactic that would say that if we can do this now, we do it and 
your responsibility is to allocate the money for us. If we cannot do it we won’t 
do it, but if we think that we have a chance for a plan we go and do it and you 
support us. You must take the risk that we might be mistaken, but you must 
give us the support to do this." And in this respect it was important Kaplan’s 
plan, kaplan’s visit. Not that he came back with a lot of hopes, but he came 
back with a trust that this strategy or tactic rather than strategy is the right one. 

M - And he had to give a lot of autonomy…. 

M - My question as he had to give a lot of autonomy… 

M - We were talking about the visits and we are not coming to Moishe Shertak. 

D - So the next important visit, was in the summer of the same year of Moishe 
Shertak, who we can say was the foreign minister of the Jewish Agency, 
second to David Ben Gurion, who as the head of the Jewish Agency. He 
actually visited twice Istanbul. His visit was again to establish the contact with 
the British that would facilitate easier the move of refugees which reached 
Istanbul to Palestine. Now in the summer of 1943 the British decided because 
of the pressure that was after the information of the "Final Solution" and all the 
pressure of a very important group of politicians in Britain itself to help to 
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assist the Jews to be more involved in rescue operations etc. The British 
government decided that any refugee that reached Istanbul would get a visa to 
Palestine. But they didn’t announce it to the authorities in Istanbul. So here you 
have the decision, and the Jews, Yahud Real (Hebrew Name) received the 
knowledge about the decision from Wittle that I mentioned before, but in order 
to implement it the Turks had to know it, it took a year for the British to let the 
Turks know about this decision, which barred of course a lot of movement that 
could have been otherwise. And when Shertok came he really wanted to work 
with the British and to work with the Turkish government in order to facilitate 
this movement. There was also another plan of enlarging the immigration on 
the one hand and also a plan to send Jewish parachuters into the occupied 
territories, Romania and Hungary. That finally happened and the first person to 
jump was in the end of 1943, October 1943. This visit was very important also 
morally, because the people worked and tried all kind of things. A lot of 
failures, most of the other attempts that almost, almost came to fruition, you 
tried, you tried this, you had contact with this person, with that person, you 
thought bought one, but you had a chance to buy another, you did all kinds of 
transactions. But in the final analysis nothing in 1943 came to fruition. So for a 
year you did a lot of things, you tried a lot of things and didn’t bring even one 
boat. So there was a cry in Palestine, "what is going on here we invested 
money, we invested time, we invested people, you don’t succeed to do 
anything". So it was very important that someone like Moishe Shertok or 
Kaplan, I mean for the first group of leadership would come and realize what 
are the conditions that these people are working under them. In this respect the 
visit Moishe Shertok was very, very important. He was very, very empathic, 
and very sympathatic to the delegation and to the work. In general, Moishe 
Shertok had a very warm feeling towards this kind of work. Also his wife was 
engaged to the rescue of children from Tehran. These were children, Polish 
children you know the way from the Soviet Union and reached Iran and finally 
came to Palestine in a long, long way through India. He was really much 
engaged with this operation, so this was a very important visit. Although, when 
you write about it, you can’t say, OK in this visit he achieved 1,2,3,4 because 
the results of the achievement could be a much later stage because it was really 
very difficult to set the stage. And the stage that was changing all the time, the 
dynamics was changing all the time. 

M - You said that the events of 1943 which failed bore fruits in 1945. Take us 
through 1944. 

D - So, the hope in 1943 was to take a first group of Jew from Bulgaria to 
Istanbul. They bought one boat then they bought a second boat, then they 
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bought a third boat, actually they didn’t buy , they rented the boats but basically 
it was like buying them from the price point of view. It didn’t succeed for a 
number of reasons, the British were very important in the failure, they really 
were unhelpful attitude caused a lot of troubles. Here you had the boats and the 
decision was "OK, we can’t do it in Bulgaria, we’ll move it to Romania. There 
was a great organization in Romania to try and get the permission of the 
government, again all this, permission is a word we must you know put in 
quotations. It was all kind of permissions were got by paying. You know the 
Hebrew term was that we have to oil the people. To oil meant, was another 
word, was to bribe. So everything was to oil around. 

M - In English they say to "Grease". 

D - To "Grease". OK! So this was part of the work. This a scandal in Romania 
in January 1944 where one of the people transferred money and letters and 
information was a double agent. He worked for the Nazis and worked for the 
Allies and worked for the people of the Yishuv. And before he brought the 
letters that were sent let’s say to the Zionist leaders in Romania, he gave, he 
xeroxed them, or whatever the technology was at the time, he passed them to 
the Germans. So the Germans knew everything and at one point they decided to 
hit and they just brought all the information to the Romanian government. This 
leadership was arrested by the Romanians and was imprisioned for a few 
months and here again you were ready to move the boats and it was stopped. 
Never the less from March, April, May in 1944 you have a movement of the 
boats. These three boats Milka, Moritza, were did the voyage to Istanbul and 
once they reached Istanbul they continued by train to Palestine.  

M - And these were Turkish boats with Turkish… 

D - No these were not Turkish, these were Bulgarian boats, because they were 
bought from Bulgaria in 1943, but then there was a stop another scandal, I 
won’t go into it, it’s really like a detective story, all these efforts during this 
time. The boats were confiscated by the Romanian authorities and then three 
Turkish boats were bought. Marina BulBul and Miscouri. (Spelling???) They 
were Turkish and they were operated by Turkish seaman and in July, August, 
these three boats did the voyage from Constanza to Istanbul. The Miscouri was 
hit again by a torpedo, a Soviet torpedo by mistake, unintentionally, they 
thought it was a Turkish boat with German people on board. Over 350 people 
sunk. Six people were rescued from this boat, so we have two major tragedies 
in this two and a half years that I was talking from the Struma to the Miscouri. 
This was in August of 1944. I think that we have to understand that the more 
we advance in the war and when we pass 1943 into 1944 the situation becomes 
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more favorable for rescue operations. First of all because defeat of the Germans 
is clear and nobody wants to be on the defeated side. So in Romania, Bulgaria, 
Turkey, the governments are more ready to cooperate. Also there is a change in 
the American policy after the war refugee board was established in January 44 
and an emmissary Ira Hirschman, came to Istanbul to help operate rescue 
operation, he realized after a month that he will not be able to do anything on 
his own or in the legal ways. He realized that if wants really to help that he 
should support these illegal operations. That is what he did, he supported it and 
it was very helpful, in particular for the Turkish authorities at that time. So we 
have a change that I would say that we have to consider a number of factor that 
really cause the change. Of course experience contacts the connections, but also 
the political situation, that had changed and we are approaching the end of the 
war. The end of the war in the Balkans is already in August when the Soviets 
are occupying Romania.  

M - I want to touch on two more matters. Tell us about the children. (Roll out) 

M - Tell us about Hungary.  

D- When I said before that towards 44 the political situation changed and was 
more helpful for the Jews in Romania, in Bulgaria and for the operations it is 
not true for Hungary. Here Hungary stays outside this thing because of the 
occupation. For the same reasons that the Germans were afraid that Hungary 
would leave the alliance with them and join the Allies. The Germans decided 
that they will enter Hungary and the occupied Hungary in March 1944. And at 
that point Hungary entered into the plan of the "Final Solution" and they were 
in Hungary in March 1944 around 800,00 Jews. So here we have the largest 
still Jewish community of Hungarian Jews and many refugees who fled to 
Hungary because it was a relative haven for the Jews. They all fell into the Nazi 
trap. Now the "Final Solution" in Hungary was one can say that it was a 
combination of Nazi experience in the destruction of human beings, in the 
technology of destruction, in the focusing of the destruction, the purposefulness 
of the destruction and of getting the cooperation of the local police, bureaucrats 
and even population to succeed in this destruction. In the matter of a few 
months you have over 300,000 Jews shipped to Auschwitz and more or less 
murdered. 

M - It’s 437,402… 

D - But part of them later in the fall. There was a stop of the operation on July 
19th and then… 
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M - July 7th was the stop… 

D - Yea but the Declaration of the Stop of Horthy was July 19th. Then you 
have the renewal of the operation later. So, I think altogether there was about 
half a million that were shipped from Hungary but in two stages. 

M - The figures from March from the deportation was May 15th to July 7th the 
figures were , German documentation, 437,402 on 147 trains. 

D - OK, I accept. 

M - But if we can get you to say that, if you feel comfortable saying it. Then 
we’ll do that. What happens is Dina has the statistics, but she has those 
statistics and I don’t want to have 300,000 and 400,000.  

D - I say "over" yea, but I will say almost 450,000 but I will not say the exact 
number. 

D - So, in a matter of a few months, from May to July, the beginning of July, 
around 450,000 Jews were shipped to Auschwitz more or less most of them 
murdered. So this was a course a cause for a new effort, in a dimension, 
completely different dimension, to try and help Jews to escape from Hungary to 
Romania. There was a lot of talk of Romanian Leadership with the Romanian 
government who really assisted, did not bow the movement of Jews who 
escaped from Hungary to Romania. Not too many escaped because of a number 
of reasons, but those who did managed to reach Romania and some of them, 
were on the boats that I mentioned before that left Romania in July and August 
1944, the Marina Bulbul and the Miscouri. Another of course major effort that 
also part of the drama that was in Istanbul was the plan of Eichmann to send 
Joel Brand to the West to negotiate with the West. The scheme was presented, 
that if Joel Brand would provide through the West a certain amount of 
commodities that were needed for the Eastern Front, not using them in the 
Western Front, he would stop the deportation of the Jews of Hungary. I will not 
go into the story of Joel Brand, it is really a long story, but what I would really 
like to mention it is really a part of this drama was in Istanbul because Joel 
Brand came to Istanbul in German plane, you know by the permission of the 
Germans together with another person Bundy Gross who was a very kind of 
suspectful person. And the people from the delegation tried to handle the 
situation, to get in contact with the leadership in Palestine and with people in 
Istanbul itself. It was a very painful time when the information that the 
deportation continues daily, continues with such a large number of trains and 
people on board, that you know areas really cleaned from completely from the 
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Jews and that they are shipped to Auschwitz and at that point everybody knew 
what Auschwitz was and here you see Joel Brand in a room protecting him 
trying to get contacts and again actually failing …in the second stage Joel 
Brand had to go to, was promised he would be able to get to Palestine and the 
British arrested him in Syria.  

M - So the frustration of the delegation was that they knew absolutely 
everything.. 

D - Everything… 

M - And they could do very little… 

D - And they could do very little…This was a frustration I would say that they 
carried with them daily, but during the time they were working, at least they 
were active and they were doing things and they had you know some successes. 
We shouldn’t, you know, just you know, write them off, it was important. But I 
think what happened to these people after the war was over, and like all other 
people, the realization of the immense tragedy, of the murder, of what really 
happened. The fact that you knew it, you knew it that but realized it and you 
realized the pain and the suffering and the loss, the loss that was you know 
could never be, could never be really recovered. This realization for these 
people came you know, like for many others came later. Although they realized 
that it’s really, I think, it’s a clue to understand the separation, some kind of 
separation and merging between knowledge and internalizing it and kind of 
feeling it completely. So, I think when you talked with these people after the 
war, many years after, like I did when I did my research, I mean this was what 
in the 80’s. They felt even more frustrated, they felt even more helpless, and I 
would say through the years a kind of a guilt feeling. Althought they said, "We 
di"d and we tried…" And they did, I mean we have the documents. But this 
kind of perspective of how little it was via a vis the tragedy, vis a vis "the Final 
Solution", vis a vis the murder, the criminality of the "Final Solution" made 
their feeling, their activities look from their own eyes as less valuable, less 
important and it’s a very interesting phenomenon to see what happens to these 
people. 

M - Let’s touch on one more issue. Tell us about the role, what you know of the 
role of Archbishop Ron Calli. 

D - Well I, what I would like to say about it that first of all in this whole arena 
of figures that all the time the delegates and leaders who came to Istanbul tried 
to get in touch to help to ask for help, to ask for assistance could it be 
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politicians, professors in universites, or others. Ron Calli was a person who 
they felt that they really got at least the feeling that he wants, that he suffers 
with the Jews. That the suffering of the Jews is a crime beyond anything that 
one can imagine. That is anti-Christian as much as it is anti-Jewish. He tried to 
in two cases very strongly in the case of Slovakia, that was headed by a 
Catholic priest, and in his messages to the Pope. Barlas describe in his book 
how Ron Calli cried when he told him the information and when he asked him 
to do what he did. He said "I am going to fast and to pray for the people and 
our people" I don’t recall the exact quotation but really an expression of 
sympathy. And for the delegates really worked in a kind of isolation and 
loneliness in this situation, in particular from the high echelon of politicians. 
This was something that was very meaningful and they think it is very 
meaningful also in the larger context of the church and it’s attitude towards the 
Jews.  
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