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Summary 

Egon J. Salmon, a passenger on the SS St. Louis in ’39, was born in 1924 in the Rheydt part of 
Dusseldorf, Germany.  He responds to questions regarding the SS St. Louis event.  Life in 
Germany started having restrictions for Jews in 1933.  His entire family including his father, 
father’s brother and grandfather, were in the textile business which they established in 1922.  
Although starting 1933 there were changes and regulations, the business progressed. 
Kristallnacht was the deciding factor for their family to leave Germany.  His father was picked 
up that morning and taken to a local prison and three days later transferred to Dachau.  After four 
weeks, there was a decree that Jews would be released from concentration camps as long as they 
left the country within 90 days.  Therefore, his father was released from Dachau.  By ’36 to ’37 
the Salmon family decided the situation was worrisome and his father took a trip organized by a 
Jewish organization on the SS Normandy to the US to find out what the US was like.  His father 
had obtained a temporary visa for one year to the US and took this trip after he was released 
from Dachau.  Upon entering the US, the authorities learned that he wished to enter the US and 
wanted him to return to Germany.  He was given an alternate to obtain a visa for Cuba.  Upon 
landing in Cuba, his father applied for entry visa for the entire family enabling the family to book 
passage on the St. Louis to sail May 13 to Havana. Their voyage was pleasant until they arrived 
at the port of Havana and were not permitted to disembark.  They formed a passenger committee 
to relocate the passengers in different countries and Captain Schroeder tried to help them. His 
father got close to the ship on a little boat and the family communicated by screaming. The 
Captain was ordered to return to Germany and sailed on June 3rd.  The following day Egon saw 
the skyline of Miami. He was with his mother and his sister who was nine years younger on the 
ship.  He could not understand why he was not accepted into Cuba despite his possession of a 
visa.  The rest of the passengers were desperate.  Egon waited in Europe until he received a visa 
in March 1940 and left April 15, 1940 by ship to the US.  They arrived April 25th in the New 
York harbor and reunited with his father.  They obtained residence in NY where they remained 
for a few years.  Egon had to get accustomed to a new way of life and a new language in a 
different county.  He started high school and was close to graduating when he received a draft 
notice so he asked for deferment to complete his studies.  After six months, he was drafted into 
the Army and assigned to the Infantry and shipped to Spartanburg, South Carolina where he was 
trained for combat.  He became a citizen and received his citizenship papers before he was sent 
overseas.  Egon was sent to North Africa and from there shipped to Naples, Italy in 1943 where 
he remained until 1945.  Anti-Semitism was prevalent in his unit composed of troops from the 
South.  He reported incidences to the Commanding Officer who advised him to tolerate it as the 
CO felt it would go away as Egon became accustomed to Army life. After the war, Egon was 
placed in a unit of occupation in Austria for nine months.  After the Armistice, he was shipped 
back to the US and discharged.  Egon feels very lucky the family found a country where they 
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were accepted and everyone can earn a living without interference because of religious beliefs.  .  
Hitler commanded the Jews to get out and their problem was to find a country that would accept 
them.    His grandmother (mother’s mother) and her son had no country open to them but Siam 
and from there left for China.  They stayed in China during the rest of the war until 1945.  His 
grandfather remained in Germany as thought the situation would not get worse, especially since 
he and his sons had served in the German Army but he perished.  One of Egon’s father’s brothers 
got a permit to go to Uruguay and the other got to Bolivia.  Egon still has bad feeling towards the 
German people and other nations. The Nazis used income inequality against the Jews by doing 
away with the Jews to have a level playing field.  The debt on the German government that was 
impossible to repay led to World War II.  FDR was not anti-Semitic but had problems running 
for President the third time. With all the problems in the country, Egon feels the US is still the 
best country in the world.  If he was a refugee today, he would go to a country that would absorb 
him.  Egon feels that having been aboard the SS St. Louis affected his life.  He believes he 
survived due to his father’s actions and to good luck. 
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