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My name is Daniel Mariaschin and I'm executive vice president of B'nai B'rith International. 

What have we learned from the Saint Louis events in 1939? 

Daniel Mariaschin: Well, there's an eternal lesson in the Saint Louis.  The lesson is that you 
can't turn your back on people in need.  You can't turn your back on 
people who are in a distress situation or people whose lives are really in 
danger.  And if there's anything that we've learned from it, it's that.  
And speaking up, writing about these issues, speaking out about these 
issues, having meetings, having demonstrations – whatever it takes to 
highlight the position of those who are in very, very different straits in 
terms of abuses of human rights.   

What can be done to prevent events such as the Saint Louis saga? 

Daniel Mariaschin: Speak up immediately.  The Saint Louis went from place – to place to 
place.  And those who were seeking the demise of those passengers 
were watching in every place.  No one spoke up.  No one said anything.  
They were turned away.   
The clock was ticking and the message was received by those who 
ultimately sent many of them to their deaths.  So, the lesson is just to 
speak up – to speak up immediately.  When you hear it – not necessarily 
to deliberate.  And especially when we live in an age where 
communication is instantaneous – you can speak up and not have it 
heard a week or two or three months later.  It can be heard this minute.  
So, that's a very important lesson.  This happened many years ago.  
Memories are fading.  The number of people who actually remember 
what happened with the Saint Louis – not only who have read about it 
but who remember it are rapidly diminishing.  And so, this very, very 
important lesson cannot be lost on today's younger generations or 
future generations.   
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