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Date of Interview: January 23rd, 2017 
Place of Interview: Mexico City 
Language of Interview: Spanish 
Interviewer: Yael Siman 
Video recording: Esther and Aharon Cohen 
 
Date of birth: April 13th, 1924 
Place of birth: Cracow, Poland 
 
Father: Mauricio Nadel 
Mother: Amalia (Malka) Nadel 
Sisters: Selina (singer who died from illness during the war in Tehran); Dorota (survivor of 
Auschwitz and Bergen Belsen); twin sisters Basha and Tamara (both died in the Holocaust). 
 
Mother died from cancer in the ghetto of Cracow. Father died 3 days after the end of the war 
from illness. 
 
Halina talks about having a happy childhood in Cracow, Poland, being part of an assimilated 
Jewish family that was surrounded by a cultural environment. Her sisters were either singers or 
pianists while their father was the owner of a shop of antiquities. She talks about going to a 
public school and having very good relations with their non-Jewish neighbors. Halina was sent 
to the ghetto in Cracow together with her mother and some of her sisters while her father was 
able to stay outside the ghetto. Halina and her sister Dorota were sent to Plaszow 
concentration camp; while Halina escaped her sister refused to do so and was later sent to the 
camps of Auschwitz and Bergen Belsen. After escaping Halina was hidden by her Polish 
neighbors who helped her buy a false identity (Halina Krenzel). She lived in Warsaw during the 
war together with her aunt and father. She had different jobs such as working in a restaurant 
and selling alcohol. When the war ended, she returned to Cracow following her opera teacher 
Ada Sari. She started a professional life as an opera singer in Germany while hiding her Jewish 
identity and having terrible nightmares and intromissions of trauma before she was able to 
migrate to the United States. She mentions that she worked in the radio with Wladyslaw 
Szpilman. While living in New York City she continued her career performing at different venues 
such as Carnegie Hall in NYC. She moved to Tel Aviv and migrated to Mexico when she decided 
to marry her husband Ignacio Lach. She recalls the difficulties and opportunities of coming to 
Mexico in the early 1970s, the challenging encounter with local social norms and cultural 
habits, and the impact that her mobility trajectory had on her multiple identities. She mentions 
her recent incorporation into the Union of Holocaust survivors in Mexico. She also describes the 
unfortunate fate of several of her loved ones. 
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