
Inger Josephson 
 
Born in 1928, in Stockholm. Daughter of Gunnar Josephson and Maud Ellen Gabrielle 
Boheman. She is the youngest of four siblings, only the girl and had three brothers, Åke, 
Carl and Erland Josephson. The mother was the daughter of a non-Jewish man and a Jewish 
woman. She had not received any Jewish education and belonged to the city church. 
 
The father, Gunnar Josephson was a bookstores and CEO of Sandberg's Bookstore in 
Stockholm. He was also very involved in the Jewish Assembly, Wahrendorffsgatan. From 
1937 to 1962, Gunnar Josephson was chairman and leader of the Mosaic Assembly, as the 
Jewish Assembly in Stockholm was called. He was also deeply involved in the community's 
relief work for Europe's Jews during the period 1933-1945. 
 
To understand more about the environment Inger grew up in can also be added to The 
father was engaged in Jewish associations, such as President of the Israeli Younger 
Association and Secretary of the Jewish Literature Society, while serving as a cash manager 
in the Patriotic Society and the Swedish Humanist League. The father's brother, Ragnar 
Josephson, was a professor of art history, a member of the Swedish Academy, and also for 
several years director of the Dramatic Theater, Stockholm's premier theater. The family 
thus belonged not only to Stockholm's Jewish bourgeoisie but also to the Swedish cultural 
elite, which consisted largely of secular Jews. The culture, the artistry, and the intellectual 
were the identification with the Jewish. 
 
Inger Josephson thus describes his growth, not at all characterized by Jewish life, the family 
was not religious, but they lived a "very Swedish life." Although the father went to the 
synagogue on Saturday mornings, there was an obligation to do this as chairman of the 
Jewish congregation, but the family never went there together. They did not celebrate 
Jewish festivals, Christmas and Easter. 
 
For Christmas they had Christmas tree and ate Christmas hammer, while at the School of 
Religion (Cheder) where she taught in Hebrew. She grew up in a very protected bourgeois 
environment, and never experienced any anti-Semitism at school or with classmates. It was 
more disturbing for her to be red-haired and countless. 
 
But she also told that the family had bought a summer place where they would go if Hitler 
came to Sweden and from 1938 / 39-1945 the family had a German Jewish girl living with 
him. Inger and she were even and the adults had thought she would like it to be fun with a 
"sister". She did not do it at all - on the contrary - she thought it was a burden that the 
German girl was in the way of her own teenage life, while feeling sorry for her, but of 
course it was never a deceit of herself. At the age of adulthood, she met this woman and 
made it clear that she never noticed Inger's aversion to her. She says it felt liberating 
because, in her adult life, when she understood more, she had difficulty forgiving herself for 
her feelings. 
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She remembered Kristallnacht. She experienced a disaster feeling that has followed her 
through life. This is her experience, for example. When the phone rings, then she always 
thinks something serious has happened. If someone arrives too late for a meeting, etc., etc. 
 
She does not remember when she first met a survivor who came to Sweden with the White 
buses. But in 1949, she traveled to Paris, where she went for a year to become a social 
worker who would work with Jewish refugees, thus also in contact with survivors from the 
Holocaust. She lived with other students from 30 countries. The school, located in 
Versailles, was characterized by a very Jewish environment, one held cosches, etc., which 
differed significantly from what Inger grew up with. She later graduated to a psychologist / 
psychotherapist. 
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