
Ester Rytz 
 
Born in Lodz, Poland, in 1927, was named Grynwald. 
 
Ester had five siblings. In 1940, the family was forced to leave home and was assigned a 
residence in Lodz ghetto. There they lived sixteen people in a small apartment. Ester 
worked to make German uniforms. Along with a sister, her husband and Esther's little 
brother, she was first deported to Auschwitz. There the sister and Esther's little brother 
disappeared. After that, Ester and her sister were deported to a labor camp and then she 
ended up in Bergen-Belsen. When the English freed the camp in April 1945, Esther was 
almost dying. 
 
She remained in the camp for a couple of months and was then transported to Lübeck 
where she was received by the Red Cross who carried her on the ship "Rönnskär". Along 
with her eleven year older sister she came to Malmö on July 11th. There Ester's "new life" 
begins in Sweden. Ester tells them that they were very happy when they arrived in Malmö. 
They were gathered at Linnaeus School for 3 weeks. There they slept on straw in bed 
instead of mattresses, she says. At the same time they were so embarrassed and afraid that 
they would not get enough food to buy food instead of clothes when they had gone to a 
nearby store to execute. People came and watched them, barely believing they were people. 
 
After joining Sweden, she first worked on Schwartzman and Nordström in Uddevalla, 
sewing clothes on the running band. That she had learned when she was little. She thought 
Uddevalla was a nice little town. There she lived in a hotel with other survivors who 
arrived there. They were five people sharing rooms. Got coupons to go and eat at the 
restaurant. They did not receive instruction in Swedish. On the other hand, a teacher came 
to the hotel where they lived in Uddevalla to teach them in English. They could barely live 
on the salary they received, but she remembers they were invited on Christmas dinner and 
that was good! 
 
She moved to Borås after her older sister moved there. She also worked with women's 
clothing there (at ABV), along with other survivors, and they were treated well. She felt safe 
in the group, which she also lived in the same apartment as. In Borås she worked for Algot 
for a short while and then Oscar Jacobsson and started her own in the 50's with her 
husband Léon. Ester designed models. 
 
There were many survivors who worked at Algot's, a large factory. Several of those who 
worked on Algot moved later to Israel. She likes being in Israel, feeling at home there. 
 
Because both her and her husband, Leon, were survivors, they felt no need to tell each 
other about what they had been through the Holocaust. However, they would tell their 
children, but they did not want to listen first. Later they were told. 
 
They went to the synagogue and celebrated Jewish celebrations, but did not hold cosches, 
which was difficult to do in Borås at that time, she considers. 
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The Jewish has been important to her and to form a family. 
 
Her children have become very Jewish engaged as adults. She has been back in Lodz once, 
and she thought she was terrible! The poles were not nice, she says. Ester has had a lot of 
nightmares on older days and she does not feel safe with what is happening in Sweden 
today. 
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