
Börje Eliasson 
 
Born on Flemminggatan in Stockholm, 1927. The family had a large apartment and houseboat. 
 
Börje had two sisters, one of whom was much older. The mother was born in Stockholm, though 
early. His grandmother grew up in Sundsvall, where her father was a teacher and butcher. The 
grandparents then moved to Sthlm. The grandparents were from Lund, where they came in the 
1880s. It was a very religious family, very orthodox, from Poland. The family was called 
Bashewsky, but it was recommended to rename Eliasson. 
 
Even though they were orthodox Jews, they went to the synagogue on Warendorfsgatan. The 
Orthodox Synagogue on St. Paul's Street was founded by Eastern European Jews who came 
later. He was freed from morning prayer and Christianity education. Instead, he went to the 
religious school of the Jewish Assembly. He had to go with tallit under the shirt, but when the 
other kids thought it was weird he left it. He has both become Bar Mitzva and confirmed, as did 
at that time. 
 
He had some non-Jewish buddies, up to the age of 10-11, but with them he did the busiest, it was 
not friendship in the same way as with Jewish friends. He was also in the scouts and remembered 
that he had to bring a lot of canned foods (to keep a kettle), which was very heavy to wear. Börje 
has also put a lot of work into Jewish associations, including being involved in the SJUF, where 
he was the editor of the association magazine, and after that he has had a great commitment to 
Rodef Chesed. 
 
The family talked about Nazism and what happened. Parents and grandparents were very 
engaged in the war and were worried, but as children, they did not care much. 
 
He tells about incidents with a certain anti-Semitic character. Once upon a time there was a 
bigger guy who hit him outside the school. Another boy laid out on the floor repeatedly, to see 
how a Jewish man responded (if he was going to bend down and picking himself up). 
 
He remembers the occupation of Denmark and Norway in 1940 how "everyone" came, and that 
opinion turned. Then Börje and his family were engaged, went around to greet people and made 
sure they were doing well. He remembers two girls who were at home and ate with them. There 
were children's homes where Jewish children who survived lived. He was living with survivors, 
but reacted strongly only when he saw pictures from Auschwitz on the cinema. 
 
Of course, marrying a Jew. Obviously, he knew Israel, but he never thought about settling there. 
He would also be left to help his father, widower. 
 
His children received a Jewish education and went to Jewish school. The daughter is very 
engaged in Jewish, but the son is uninterested. 
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