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Interview with witness Peter Freudenthal in Norrköping 
 
Summary 
 
Peter Freudenthal was born 1938 in Norrköping, a city well-known for its textile production at the time. 
His parents, Heinz (Jewish) and Elsbeth (catholic) were both musicians and came to Sweden from 
Germany in 1928. Peter’s older brother Otto was born in 1934. Heinz’s father, who was a rabbi in 
Nürnberg, deeply disapproved of Heinz’s and Elsbeth’s marriage. Heinz first got a job in Gothenburg and 
in 1936 he became the conductor of the Norrköping philharmonic orchestra. 
 
The family received Swedish citizenship in the early 1930’s.  
 
After the pogroms of November 1938, Heinz managed to get his sister and her family to Sweden and 
also his mother (his father had died the year before). After the occupation of Norway and Denmark in 
1940 and the complete cease of traffic across the Atlantic to the U.S., Peter’s grandmother suffered a 
severe depression and in the end of April on her 65th birthday she committed suicide, which Peter 
understood only several years later when he found the obituary. 
 
The family was active in the Jewish community in Norrköping and they always had refugees living with 
them. 
 
Details 
 
• Peter’s parents were not religious but they were keen on pointing out that they were Jewish. 
Peter took part in Jewish schooling on Wednesdays when a teacher came from the Jewish community of 
Stockholm.  
• Peter’s brother was born before they received Swedish citizenship, thus he was not “born 
Swedish”, this was a word that Peter’s parents hated, if you were not born Swedish you were not a full 
citizen and it was an obstacle in one’s career. 
• There were a few musicians in the orchestra who were Nazis, one was also a bee keeper and he 
refused to sell honey to Peter’s family. There was also an optician, Neumann, who dressed in uniform 
and who used to do a Nazi salute when the trains with German soldiers passed through Norrköping (the 
so called “transit traffic” of German troops 1940-1943). There was a lot of antisemitism in Norrköping, 
Peter’s father got anonymous letters where he was hanging from the gallows. However, “after 
Stalingrad people started to say hello again”, Peter said.  
• Peter do not remember being afraid during the war but he felt a bit “odd”. In school, the 
teacher asked Peter if he shouldn’t leave the classroom when they were singing psalms, but he didn’t 
understand why he should leave.  
• “I had very few friends, we talked German at home and Swedish I learned from our maid and on 
the street”, Peter said. However, the kids on the street didn’t want to play with him, they said “hey Jew” 
and things like that. Instead, Peter thought it was exciting with all the people, refugees, who came and 
stayed with them, they were very interesting people.  
• The Norwegian Jews lived at Hedvig’s rectory. After the war, the rectory was turned into a home 
for the survivors of 1945 and they called it the “Kibbutz Freedom”. There was also a Kibbutz outside of 
Norrköping, in Lindö, Peter was often there and his father arranged concerts and played chamber music. 
For Jom Kippur Peter’s mother invited the whole Kibbutz to their house and they ate everything that she 
had cooked. 
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• In 1945 Peter started school. Half of the school had been turned into a convalescent home for 
survivors, a plank divided the home from the school but there was one place where the school children 
could peak over the plank. “It was so horrible, they were laying there like skeletons. You only looked 
there once and never again”, said Peter. 
• Peter told a story that was still very distressing for him. One day in school there was a new boy, 
Henryk, he was older than the others, he came from the other side of the plank. Henryk was placed next 
to Peter but Peter didn’t understand what he said since he spoke Yiddish. Henryk “followed me like a 
dog”, Peter said. One day Peter got irritated with Henryk and said “why are you following me all the 
time?” and then he hit him and he could feel Henryk’s tiny body under his knuckles. Henryk started 
crying and never returned to school after that.      
• There was one house where a lot of survivors lived and Peter went there frequently. However, 
the more established Jewish community thought it was inappropriate that Peter was hanging around 
with the “Polish rag tag”.   
• The survivors, so called “45’s”, were registered and came to track their relatives in the 
apartment of Peter’s family.  
• Peter’s Jewish engagement later on in life originates from his childhood in Norrköping. 
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