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>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Good afternoon, and welcome to the United States Holocaust Memorial 

Museum.  My name is Patricia Heberer-Rice.  I'm an historian with the Mandel Center for Advanced 

Holocaust Studies, which is the scholarly wing of the museum.  This is our 15th year of First Person 

programs.  Today's First Person guest is Nesse Godin, whom we'll meet shortly.   

 This 2014 season of First Person is made possible through the generosity of the Louis Franklin 

Smith Foundation, to whom we're grateful for sponsoring First Person again this year.  And Mr. Smith 

is in the audience, so I want to recognize him.  It's wonderful to see you.   

[Applause] 

First Person is a series of weekly conversations with survivors who share with us their firsthand 

accounts associated with the Holocaust.  Each First Person guest serves as a volunteer here at the 

Holocaust Museum throughout the year.   

 Our program will continue every Wednesday and Thursday through mid August.  The 

museum's website, www.ushmm.org, provides information about each First Person guest as they 

come up.  Anyone interested in staying in touch with the museum and its programs can complete the 

Stay Connected cards which you all received as you -- hopefully received as you walked into the 

auditorium today.  If you'd like to keep in touch with the museum, please give those cards back to our 

attendants today, my colleagues, as you leave the auditorium.  In doing so, you will be able to receive 

an electronic copy of Nesse's biography so that you can remember and share her testimony after you 

leave here today.   

 Before we begin, a few quick housekeeping announcements to reiterate what you've seen on 

the screen.  Photography is not permitted during our program today.  I will also ask you to turn off 
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audible cell phones or pagers.   

 We'll be listening to Mrs. Godin about 40 minutes while she tells you her experiences in the 

Holocaust, and hopefully we'll have about 20 minutes for question-and-answer period so you will be 

able to ask her questions thereafter.  Out of respect for our guest, I ask that you remain in the 

auditorium for the entirety of the program.  Finally, I am going to ask you to take a few minutes to fill 

out those questionnaires, comment forms that you received as you entered the auditorium today, and 

to hand those back to my colleagues as you leave.  Your opinion is important to us, and it helps to 

make these programs better and better.   

 Our speaker, as I said, today is Nesse Godin, and to give you an historical context for her 

experiences, we've prepared a brief audio-visual introduction and some images.  Here we go.  We're 

going to find the country of Lithuania here on this map of Europe.  Lithuania, one of the Baltic states, 

Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia.  There you see them.   

 Nesse was born Nesse Galperin in 1928 in Siauliai, Lithuania, with her parents owned a store 

that sold dairy products.  This was home to a vibrant Jewish community of almost 10,000 citizens.  

There is the city.  I've already mispronounced it, like Nesse thought I would.   

There she is.  This is Nesse as a young girl, already very cute.  You can see she's 

gotten even cuter with age.  A picture of Nesse with her family.  Nesse has a circle drawn.  I don't 

know if you can see it.  This is her right here.   

 After the German army invaded Poland in 1939, Nesse's family heard stories about relatives 

from their relatives in Lodz, the second biggest city in Poland at the time, hearing that Jews were 

horribly treated or killed.  They found these rumors hard to believe, as Nesse will comment today.   
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 By 1941, German troops invaded the Soviet Union and occupied the Baltic countries.  In 

Siauliai, Lithuania, Nesse and her family were forced to move into a ghetto.  In 1944, the Soviet Army 

approached, and Nesse was deported to Stutthof concentration camp, near the city of Gdansk in 

Poland.  She was transferred to several camps and finally sent on a death march in January 1945.  

On the 10th of March, 1945, she was liberated by Soviet troops.  In 1950, after spending five years in 

the displaced persons camp in Germany, Nesse emigrated to the United States.   

 Her story is one of the mosaic of experiences encountered by Holocaust survivors, and today 

she'll share that story with us.  Please help me in welcoming Nesse Godin.   

[Applause] 

>> Nesse Godin:  Thank you, Patricia.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  You're very welcome.  We'll get comfortable and situated here.  Thank you 

for joining us today, Nesse, and for sharing your experiences with us.  Could you perhaps begin by 

describing your experiences as a young girl living in Lithuania, before the war years?   

>> Nesse Godin:  As you saw in the picture, my family, a normal life in Lithuania.  Lithuania was a 

democracy between the First World War and the second.  The Soviets entered in 1940.  Otherwise, 

all of the people in Lithuania, all the races, all the religions living together.  I as a Jewish child went to 

a Jewish day school and played with all kinds of children, no problems.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Can you tell us about what you remember about war breaking out in your 

hometown?   

>> Nesse Godin:  Well, I tell you, people don't really realize, especially young people, my 

grandchildren they sit and watch television.  Next thing, now, the news -- we didn't have television, we 
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didn't have radios.  I think that my parents really did not want to scare me and worry me.  We had 

family that came from Poland to Lithuania, my mother's cousins.  When they were telling things, my 

father used to send me to the kitchen to bring him some water.  He did not want me to listen and to 

know.  So I really, at the age of 13, did not know much about what was going on.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  And you heard rumors from your relatives that things were --  

>> Nesse Godin:  People that came to Washington, to Washington, and they told us, they told my 

parents and all that, but I was out of the room.  They didn't want me to know and be scared.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Do you remember the invasion when that happened of Siauliai, because of 

that course --  

>> Nesse Godin:  That I remember very well, because one day my parents said, especially mama, 

she says, You know, we think we have a war coming.  We heard already news that the Nazis, the 

German military is going to war with the Soviet Union.  Why did they go to Lithuania?  The main road 

from Lithuania, through Lithuania to the Soviet Union was through Siauliai.  So my mother said, we 

have to make sure that we have some food, some water, we should run to the basement.   

 We sat there two days, and nothing happened.  So we went back to our houses thinking 

everything would be good.  Next thing, another group came, Einstazgruppen, mobile killing units.  

This is when the main trouble started.  Those volunteers, they chose to come and kill other human 

beings, Lord in heaven, whatever name we call him, created.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  These Einstazgruppen groups, the mobile killing units came through your 

town, murdering Jews --  
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>> Nesse Godin:  The Einstazgruppen group stayed there.  That special, they were assigned a 

special unit to every town.  If you look through the museum, count us, you will see the same thing 

telling about the Einstazgruppen group.  A unit of Einstazgruppen came to the town, ran through the 

city, grabbing Jewish boys and men, allegedly, again, to clean the city.  They gathered the thousand 

men, they put them into the city jail in three locations.   

 We believed them.  Next thing we know, they were taken to a port called Kuziai and forced to 

dig big holes in the ground and dress naked, and they were shot.  How did we find out?  My mother 

had a little store.  She sold milk, butter, cheese.  In those days, we didn't have freezers, so the 

merchandise had to be delivered every day.   

 And I remember the farmers, they discovered clothes, they came to the house.  We were lined 

up, my two brothers, one was 18, one was 20, and me at the age of 13.  And I saw them moving 

around.  I was curious.  I came closer to hear what they had to say, and that's when I heard them say, 

And the earth of the so-called grave moved for many days.   

 Yes, my friends, this is when I learned that the Holocaust had come to my town, to me.  

Before, I didn't know.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  At this time, German forces occupied your town, and there were a lot of 

changes with the Jewish community at that point, obviously.   

>> Nesse Godin:  Well, right away, the parents were not allowed to have the business.  Kids were not 

allowed to go to school.  As a survivor, we speak to schools, we all give the message saying that the 

kids should count their blessings that they can go to school, that they live in a free country, regardless 

of their look, or regardless of who they are, and to learn from us how precious it is to have education.   
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 We all have to wear markers.  You know, I brought my own little visuals here.  You may 

wonder why I dragged that bag, but that's my office.   

[Laughter] 

As you go through our exhibit, you'll see that everywhere.  The Nazis made people wear all kinds of 

markers, and I'm always nosey, I always want to know why did they do that.  Why can't the 

professors, like Patricia and others, and I ask them the question, why did they make us wear those 

markers.   

 And the answer is always the Nazis thought of these people as second-class citizens.  But you 

know what -- they put on those markers so they would know exactly where we are, so they could 

catch us and kill us.  Many times people say, Couldn't you just pretend not to be Jewish?  Take off the 

marker.   

 You know, I could have done it easily, but the problem was the next-door neighbor.  As you go 

through our exhibit downstairs, we have something that tells you about the neighbor.  I hope you will 

go through and understand how people were not there for each other, and we have to learn to be 

there for each other.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  So at this time, then, you were, shortly thereafter, forced into a ghetto.   

>> Nesse Godin:  Well, it took a little bit of time.  We heard the rumors that they're going to have a 

ghetto, and they're going to put us into the ghetto.  So we were lucky in our town that our own Jewish 

community council, the council, we had 10,000 Jewish people in my town, that they had a meeting, 

and they decided to meet with the priests.   

 The priests were marvelous people, Roman Catholic, and we were very friendly before the 
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war.  The 500 years Jews lived already in Lithuania there.  So when our council came to the priests 

and begged them not to take us in, but just send them to churches and say, Thou shall not kill 

innocent people.  We all believe in the Ten Commandments.  The priests said, Well, we are not 

allowed to do anything without having orders from above.  "Above" meant the Vatican.   

 Again, a document.  I believe in showing documents so you should know we don't tell stories.  

Sometimes people say Nesse is telling you a story.  We open our heart and soul and share with you.  

But we also have documents to show, that what we told you existed.  A document after the war, 

orders when they came for the Jews, Pastor Niemoller didn't speak up because he wasn't a Jew.  He 

goes on and on, how he didn't speak up for human beings, then they came for him and there was no 

one left to speak up.   

 That was the biggest problem in those days, that the world was silent, but we were suffering 

and being killed.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  At that time then --  

>> Nesse Godin:  I'll continue.  We thought is there a way, something to do -- not me; I was a kid.  I 

meant the community.  They decided to try to approach the SS and Gestapo, those evil people, and 

convince them that the Jews of Siauliai could be useful for slave labor.  We had many shoes and 

leather factories, we'll make boots for the army.  And they agreed.   

 Now, we were not allowed to stay in our homes anymore.  We were forced to go into a ghetto.  

What was the ghetto in my town?  Two sections surrounded with barbed wire.  You know, many times 

people say they relocated into the ghetto.  We didn't relocate; we were forced to go there.  But you 

needed a certificate in my town.  You couldn't come to the gate and say, I want to come in.  You have 
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to have a passport.  How did you get that?  A special committee came to every house, and they came 

to our house.  Again, my two brothers, one 18, one 20, me 13, my parents, and then came a young 

girl, she was like maybe 17, 15 years old, that knew how to write German.   

 In the kitchen, we were in the kitchen, and I heard these evil people saying to the young girl, 

Write a certificate for each of the boys, each of the parents, pointing to me and saying, None for that 

kid.  Can you imagine how I felt?  Knowing that I wouldn't be able to be with my parents?   

 Why these evil people were in the bedroom, dining room, stealing what they wanted to steal?  

My mother approached this young girl.  She gave her some money, and she said, Save my child.  

Give her a certificate.  The girl didn't say anything.  She took the money, and when they walked out of 

the apartment she walked out with them.   

 Quickly, our parents looked at those certificates.  There were two for my brother, two for my 

parents, and one blank certificate.  The girl was smart.  She figured if they catch her she will say, Oh, 

it just got stuck.  This girl made a decision to save a human being.  Every one of you people in this 

room, every decision you make may affect your life and somebody else's life.  It may make it a better 

world.   

 Yes, I am alive because of this girl's decision.  That's how I could get into the ghetto.  You 

know, many times again I look and people think they could take everything in.  They told you just a 

little bit.  We were nine people in one room in the ghetto.  How many things did we take in?  We have 

to double up, triple up.  I have to sleep with my brother in a bed.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Can you just tell us, Nesse, what happened to those children who didn't 

have that certificate?  Because that's a story sort of in itself.   
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>> Nesse Godin:  It wasn't just children.  At that point, 3,500 human beings, children, elderly, sick, 

healthy, they were sent to a place with mass graves where they got killed.  Documented about it.  So 

the life in the ghetto was terrible.   

 You know, there were too many things to talk about it, but can I just talk about that one 

selection?   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Absolutely.  The children selection.   

>> Nesse Godin:  Yes, we call it the children selection.  I was already 15 1/2 years old.  I had already 

a job outside of the ghetto.  My mother paid somebody off so I could go to do slave labor.  Somebody 

said to me, Paid off to go do slave labor?  Well, thank God I wasn't in the ghetto that day.   

 That morning when I came through the gate to go out to work, I saw trucks outside of the 

ghetto.  Trucks covered with canvas.  We were told we cannot go to work that day.  I was running 

quickly back to the room that I shared with nine people, two uncles, two aunts, my parents, my 

brother.  Mama putting layers of clothing on me, bread in my pockets.  The words that she said I'll 

never forget: My child, the trucks are here.  It may be deportation.  Everyone else has to be prepared.  

We may be separated.   

 It was such chaos in the ghetto.  Some people said, Let's hide in the hiding places.  Other 

people said, Rumors are that they're going to dynamite the area, we'll die anyway.   

 A little bit later orders came, and a mistake was made, go to work.  I went to work that day.  All 

day long we wondered what are the trucks here?  Are they bringing food or taking someone out?  

That evening, as we were coming back from work, blocks and blocks away from the ghetto we heard 

cries, such cries I hope no human beings will ever hear.   

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 

ROUGH DRAFT TRANSCRIPT 
NOT A VERBATIM RECORD 

11 

 When we came in, the few people that were left there told us exactly what happened that day.  

SS, Gestapo and Ukrainians had joined the evil cause.  Why did they cause this evil cause?  They 

ran through the ghetto.  They found every single person there.   

 You know, Jews were not allowed to have babies.  They were forced to have abortions.  But 

women gave birth to little children.  They saved them for a year or two.  But on that day, everyone 

was taken.   

 Women tried to explain to us what happened, how it was.  They said, Well, everybody had to 

leave their apartment.  They made sure that nobody is in there.  Then you had to go to the gate, and 

there were Nazis in black uniforms with the point of the gun, who shall live and who shall die.   

 A thousand innocent children to the age of 14,  

500 elderly and sick, and a few hundred healthy and strong.  You see, the Nazis figured out the 

healthy and the strong may fight them back, so they took them before they even made a selection.  

They always figured out how they're going to -- nobody should interfere with their evil work.   

 We did not know then where all these people were taken.  After the war, we found out that this 

transfer was taken to the concentration camp of Auschwitz, where they were taken straight into the 

gas chambers and their bodies burned in crematorias.  That is called the kinder action, from the 

ghetto.   

 I lost my father.  He was 47 years old.  He was killed because the Nazis thought that he may 

fight them back.  After the children's selection, the life in the ghetto was terrible.  No children, no 

future.   
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>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  And about that time, shortly thereafter, the Soviet Army started to 

approach, and you were sent to Stutthof.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Well, I tell you, we really didn't know why.  We were just told that we 

cannot stay in the -- we didn't know any news.  Nobody told us.  But now we know that the Soviets 

were approaching, and that's why they did it.   

 They told us, Well, they're going to close the ghetto.  We should pack whatever we want to 

take, but whatever we can carry.  And we got to the train station.  I know you came early today, you 

have not gone through the permanent exhibit.  We have one of those boxcars here.  Can you imagine 

100 people with bags in there?  No toilets, no water, no nothing.  I don't even know how many days 

we traveled from Siauliai to Auschwitz, to any places.  We don't know how long it took for people.   

 Stutthof was a little bit closer.  Jews and other people from Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia 

overflowed the center.  You were shown on the screen where Stutthof was.  It's part of the Baltic Sea.  

We arrived there, they told us, Leave your bundles behind.  You'll come for it.  We never saw our 

luggage again.   

 Next thing, one man with the point of the gun, mama went this way, my brother that way.  

There I am, 16 years old, standing, not knowing where I am, why I am, and all of a sudden a woman, 

I didn't know she was Jewish or not, she pulled me over,  Little girl, this is the good line.  What did I 

know about the line?  A good line, a bad line, I didn't know anything.  My parents never told me 

anything.  They didn't know much.  And those women from that day on started to take care of me.   

 My group of women were taken in to a very large room where we were ordered to strip 

completely naked.  Can you imagine, 16-year-old girl all of a sudden naked in front of those guards?  
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Them yelling and beating us and screaming.  That's all I know was running from one end to the other 

trying to cover myself.   

 Next thing, we saw a sign over a door "Shower Room."  Oh, yeah, we needed a shower.  But 

walked in, bathed, walked out the door.   

 In 1998, I went back to all those places.  In Auschwitz in the gas chambers was written 

"Shower Room."  People thought they were going for a shower.  We were lucky; they must have 

planned to have us for slave labor.   

 Out of the shower room, we stood outside for hours and hours, then we were given a dress, a 

pair of pants and shoes.  Next thing we were lined up and asked us a few questions.  They told us 

now no more name, your number.  But we were lucky.  They didn't tattoo us.  In Auschwitz they did.  

They painted a number on your dress.  54,015.  I have to remember that.  When they called 54,015, I 

had to say, "I'm here."  This is just to dehumanize you.   

 Then we were taken to barracks.  Every morning we had to -- a whistle whistled, we had to line 

up quickly, stand there.  They looked us over.  If somebody was too old, too young, they took them 

away.   

 One day, a Jewish lady tapped me on the side and said to me, Little girl, they'll kill you here.   

 I said, Why are you scaring me?   

 She said, No, I'm trying to give you advice.  Maybe if you could get out to a labor camp you 

would survive.  Here, they'll kill you for sure.  She said, Look, they line up people, women, they give 

them a blanket, they give them a dish full of food.  Sneak into that line.   

 So one evening I saw women lined up, and I did like the woman told me to do.  I stood on my 
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tiptoes to look taller.  I pinched my cheeks to look healthier.  And I succeeded to leave the 

concentration for a labor camp.   

 What was the labor camp?  The house I cannot stand, the bed a bundle of straw.  In the 

morning they gave you, they called it coffee.  It was water.  Find a little piece of bread.  In the evening 

they gave you soup.  There was nothing but water again.  If you found a potato peel you were lucky.   

 What was the labor?  We were digging the ground.  It was called panzer grounding, for enemy 

tanks to fall in, cone-shaped like this.  The tank can go up the hill, down the hill.  If it falls down with 

the nose down it cannot come out.   

 In those labor camps they did not have to kill us.  We started to die of starvation, of diseases.  

The most terrible year of my life.  More of the same.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  At a certain point, January 1945, you began to be put on a death march.   

>> Nesse Godin:  One day, they lined us up and said, Go get your blanket, your dish for food.  We 

are leaving the camp.  So we thought maybe there is a fifth labor camp.  But no, it wasn't so.  That's 

when we started the death march.  Why is it called the death marches?  We gave it that name.  We 

went through the towns and villages in Poland and Germany.  We saw people standing looking 

through the windows, smiling, not even throwing down a little piece of bread for us.   

 We walked that way from one place to another, sometimes they put us into another place, 

wherever to sleep.  Leaving many, many people dead behind.   

 On that death march I was beaten up severely.  Not because of me.  Something happened in a 

barn, and in the middle of the night they chased us out, and the women were running through the 

dark and they hit me over the head.  I carry a scar on my face up to this day.   
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 And I laid there, and I said, God, let me die.  I want to die.  And those Jewish women pulled me 

up, Little girl, why are you praying to die?  You have to live.  But if you live, don't let us be forgotten.  

Teach the world what hatred and indifference and prejudice can do.  And we survivors are dedicated 

our lives, not just me, all of us, to teach so other people wouldn't have to live through what we did.   

 March 10, 1945, we were found by the Soviet Union in a barn not far from a little town.  In 

those days it was called Chinow.  Now it has a different name, it's called Poland.  Out of the thousand 

women, we were maybe 200.  I don't know really how many.   

 Outside, there were two big holes.  One hole was full of dead bodies, naked bodies.  Why were 

they naked?  The Nazis ordered when the people died to undress them naked, because the clothing 

you can recycle.   

 With my eyes I saw all these naked bodies, a mountain of them.  I really thought, Gee, I want 

to die.  In the barn I always used to say, God, let me sleep through the night.  God, let me live through 

the day.  But again, that was a time when I wanted to die, and again those wonderful Jewish women 

reminded me the Nazis want you dead; you have to live.  But don't forget, teach the world what 

happened here.   

 This is why we are so grateful to the United States government for having this wonderful 

institution of education, this Holocaust Museum that will be here forever to shout to the world the 

truth, truth what happened in those days.   

 You know, sometimes people try to deny it.  They cannot deny it.  They couldn't deny it.  But 

how many years ago, three?   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Three.   
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>> Nesse Godin:  Three years ago we found archives in Germany that were there forever and ever 

because, after the war, many countries, I think 11 countries, had a pact not to open it, because it 

would incriminate them.  But now, we have all these documents.  They even found everything there 

about me.  So everything I say is there.  Everything our survivors talk about is there.  And the truth is 

there.  And you wonderful people, I'm glad you came to visit us.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  And can you tell us, that day you were liberated by the Red Army.   

>> Nesse Godin:  Yes.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Can you tell us what happened afterwards?   

>> Nesse Godin:  Of course.  Of course.  Well, we didn't know anything about the war.  We didn't 

know who was winning.  We just went from place to place, sometimes in a barn.  We were in this 

barn, and the women that took us every morning, they took out the dead and undressed them naked.  

They come into the barn, they said, We don't see the guards.   

 Some said, Let's run to the village.  We couldn't even walk.  Some said, Maybe they're 

standing behind the barn.  They'll kill us.  All day long we were sitting there, not knowing that 

Germans are losing the war and the Soviets are chasing them.  We didn't know anything.   

 In the evening we hear in the woods marching.  The women say, The henchmen are back.  

Then we hear Russian language.  Some of us knew Russian, because they occupied some of the 

country.  And they told us that the Germans are losing the war, they are chasing them, they cannot 

stay with us.   

 A few days later, medics will come and they're going to help us.  And that's what happened.  

When the medics came, they took us to the village, they set up a little hospital for us.   
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 I weighed 69 pounds at the age of 17.  Beaten up, my face was swollen.  I had five teeth 

knocked out.  I have marks on my knees where one time I was sitting and they beat me with the thing.   

 Every one of us survivors, whether we went through the camps or didn't, lived through 

traumatic years.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  And I think the audience would be very interested to know how you got to 

the United States, your time in the DP camp, and how you got to be here with us.   

>> Nesse Godin:  Well, we will need hours and hours to tell how people found each other.  I was very 

lucky eventually when I wound up in Lodz, Poland in the shelter.  Because I was a minor, they found 

me.  It's a long story.  She had a child hidden in Lodz.  So I wound up in a shelter in Lodz, Poland.   

 Around the world were posters, and you had to sign in.  That's how people found each other.  

You couldn't pick up your little cell phone and say, Mom, I'm coming home, you know.   

[Laughter] 

While I was signing my name, there was a woman standing there and she said, Little girl, you're 

making a mistake.  I don't know anybody in Lithuania looking like you.   

 I said, I know you.  I am Nesse Galperin.  Mama had a dairy store.   

 Oh, Nesse, your mama is alive.  Go, go, she's in the shelter near the German border.   

 To make this story short, my mother didn't want me -- didn't want to go with me.  I had to lie, 

tell them I'm a year older.  I had a certificate.  And that I went to look there.  I came there, they told 

me mama was in Lodz.  She went there.   

 A few months later, we were reunited in Lodz, Poland.  Mama had a sister in Washington, DC.  

She remembered, in those days you didn't have zip codes.  Washington, DC, South Market, that's it.  
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They got a letter.  Then right away, my mama had these two uncles and aunts, cousins, they all -- it 

took five years.  We had to be in a displaced persons camp for five years, because in those days we 

didn't need a visa.  It was a quota system, how many people from each country can come.  Lithuania 

was a small, little country.  It took us five years to get to the United States.  1950.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Do you want to tell us about how you met your husband?   

>> Nesse Godin:  Well, do you think you want to know that?   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Yeah.  They want to know, right?   

[Laughter] 

>> Nesse Godin:  When I was reunited with mama, some men started to come back, and many were 

there in the shelter.  Already when little family units were created, husband and wife, boyfriends and 

girlfriends, brother and sister, the men were a little more courageous, and they went to exchange a 

shirt, got bread.  These people became little family units that did not have to go to the shelter 

anymore for food and to stay there.   

 A few people, like mama and I, two women, nothing.  One day mama said to me, My child, one 

of us will have to get married.  Two women alone won't survive.  I thought why does mama want to 

get married?  She has me.   

[Laughter] 

You know how kids are.  But I didn't say it to mama.  Mama said to me she would never get married.  

But I will have to get married.   

 Here I am, 17 1/2 years old.  I never kissed a boy.  I didn't -- there was no such thing.  My 

granddaughter is now 15 and 13, they go bowling already with little boys.   
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[Laughter] 

In those days it was, I'm going to do that, mama?   

 Don't worry.  There are some guys here in the shelter.  Maybe one of them will marry you.   

 So I said, Which one are you going to talk to?   

[Laughter] 

She showed me a man.  He was a nice looking man, but he was 32 years old.  He was in hiding.  

Everybody said, He has money, he's rich.  We'll be lucky.  We'll have everything.   

 I said I didn't want him, he's too old.  I don't want this old man.   

 So mama said, What about his brother?  Now I forgot why I didn't want him.  Tough choice.  

Tough choice.  She said, What about this other guy?  My husband was from Poland at that time.  I 

looked at him, he was kind of cute.  I said, OK.   

 Now, she walks over.  There I don't know what she's saying to him.  Later I found out that she 

said to him, Look, you're alone, your family was killed.  Marry my little girl.  I'll be your mother.  And 

there she comes, he doesn't know my name.  He takes my hand like this, Little girl, would you marry 

me?   

 I looked at mama, and mama did like this.   

[Laughter] 

If mama did like this, you said yes.   

[Laughter] 

Now, you young, single people, listen to mama.  Thank God, 16 1/2 years old, I thank God I still have 

him.  He was a wonderful father.  We have wonderful three children, seven grandchildren.   
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>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  A new grandchild.   

>> Nesse Godin:  Six great-grandchildren.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  A new one, right?   

>> Nesse Godin:  Yes.  Any questions?   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  You can open -- let's open the floor.   

>> Nesse Godin:  How are we doing with time?   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Doing great.  We have about 20 minutes.  I'll open the floor to questions.  

I'm going to put on my glasses.  Last time, I didn't do that, I called a sir a ma'am, so we were in 

trouble.  My colleagues are here with the microphone.  Please speak into the microphone.  Be brief.   

>> I was wondering if you could tell us a little about your faith, what happened to your faith or how 

you recaptured your faith.   

>> Nesse Godin:  My fate? 

>> Yes, ma'am.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Faith.   

>> Nesse Godin:  Faith?  Religion?  Thank you.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  You're welcome.   

[Laughter] 

>> Nesse Godin:  You know what -- who did the killing?  God or those evil people?  Why would I 

abandoned my faith?  God doesn't do those things.  The people.  We were all created by the Lord in 

heaven, by whatever name we call him.  He created us all.  He trusted us.  He gave us everything.  

But we the people, even after this morning, I was reading the newspaper, all this killing all over the 
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world, again and again.  We still do it now.   

 I didn't have to recapture.  I told you, in the worst of time I was sitting there, Dear God, let me 

live through a day, let me sleep through a night.  God was good.  It's the evil people did this.   

 It's very easy to blame.  You know, the other day I had the young man, I asked him to put in a 

bulb.  The bulb fell down on the floor.  He said to me, Oh, God.  I said, What do you want from God?  

You were clumsy.   

[Laughter] 

You dropped the bulb.  You dropped the bulb.  It's easy to blame God.  It was people.  It's what we 

do.  We, the people.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Questions?  You have a question?  A young gentleman there.  There we 

go.   

>> What was your reaction when you realized the Nazis were defeated?   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  What was your reaction when the Nazis were defeated?   

>> Nesse Godin:  I didn't know anything.  I didn't know where am I going to -- actually, I cried when I 

heard I was free.  Where am I going now?  What am I going to do?  I didn't know anybody of my 

family is alive.  What's going to happen?  These poor women that were so hungry, they said, Don't 

worry, little girl.  You'll be with us.   

 Where do you go?  People right away said to me, Don't go to Lithuania.  It's the Soviet Union.  

Don't do this, do that.  Look here, look there.  It was unbelievable.  Unbelievable what is the chaos.  

The Nazis did not know where are you going.   

 You know, you couldn't go and buy a ticket and say, I want to go somewhere.   
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>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Right.   

>> Nesse Godin:  The service was still in Germany.  I make a joke, I say that's how I learned to 

hitchhike, because I learned to do this, they took me, they took me there and here.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Here we go.  Go ahead.   

>> Can you tell us about your reunion with your brother?   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  About your meeting with your brother.   

>> Nesse Godin:  Well, I tell you, it took a long time.  We were still, my mother and I, in Lodz, in that 

shelter.  But the people that were liberated by the Americans from Dachau, they were smarter.  They 

sent out people with lists, telling who is alive in their area.  That's how we found out that my brother, 

my oldest brother was liberated from Dachau.  Eventually, we were united in the displaced person 

camp through the Jewish agencies that helped you to get there.   

 Now, my other brother, we didn't know what happened to him, because when we were going to 

the train station he vanished, and my mother said, Oh, he must have beaten a German and they 

killed him.  We thought he was dead.   

 When we were in the United States, we got a letter through friends.  We had cousins in Paris, 

that they got delivered from the Soviet Union.  It was not easy to write letters outside.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Exactly.   

>> Nesse Godin:  They got the letter.  That was sent to my aunt, and that my brother is alive, he is 

back in Lithuania.  But what happened when the communists said to my brother that we must be 

Zionists, because my mother, I and my other brother we didn't come back to Lithuania to become 

Lithuanian Soviet Republic.  They sent him to Siberia, and he was there for how many years, and 
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eventually with the pressure, most people don't remember when we had in the synagogues and the 

churches "Let my people go ,"that with the pressure of the United States and other countries, many, 

many of these Russian people had an opportunity to leave the Soviet Union at that time and go to 

Israel or other countries.   

 But both of my brothers passed on already, but thank God I had them after the war.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  A gentleman right here? 

>> How have your experiences influenced how you've raised your children and grandchildren?   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  How have your experiences changed how you, or formed how you care for 

your children and grandchildren?   

>> Nesse Godin:  Well, I want to be very sincere with you.  Since mama lived with us and I was so 

young, she was, Whatever they do, wherever they are, my children, it's my mother's credit.  She in a 

nice way used to say, Read the Bible from so many years ago.  Yes, we need to know.   

 When passover came, she always said, Your beautiful children.  After these days, our children 

and our grandchildren, we still have a little prayer that we say, Yes, they left Egypt, and thank God we 

were free also from these terrible times and we are here.   

 So it was mama who helped me.  But my grandchildren, of course when you have a grandma 

that all the time goes here and goes there, then I'm invited to go to dance school to speak, sure they 

know the truth.  They know everything.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  This gentleman here?   

>> Where was your mother during the time you were separated from her?   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Where was your mother during the time you were separated?   
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>> Nesse Godin:  She was doing slave labor in another slave labor camp.  She was actually not that 

far away from us.  We were in those slave labor camps, the same type of thing.  I thought when they 

picked them they were going -- because the women said, Those people they killed.  But they figured 

women in their 40s can still do slave labor.  So when we were separated, I thought she was killed 

because the women told me so.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  Right.   

>> Nesse Godin:  We were reunited.  She was in the same type of thing.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  When you were going to look for her at the same time she was going to 

look for you, you crossed actually?   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  We crossed each other.  We didn't know.  But thank God we found each 

other and we were together.  The thing was my brother chose to go to Israel.  He said, We need our 

own legal country, because the whole world closed the doors to us.  God forbid something.  We need 

a place.   

 But my mother said, she has two of her sisters were killed, two of her brothers were killed, one 

sister that came to the United States the year I was born.  She says, I want to be with my sister, and 

you go where I go!   

[Laughter] 

And my husband too.  But in the displaced person camp, you know, we had two children.  I was a 

mother at the age of 19.  So we came here with two children.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  I think we have time for one more question, if there's someone out there 

who has still a question for Nesse.   
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>> Nesse Godin:  And the message.   

>> Patricia Heberer-Rice:  I won't forget.  Otherwise, I get in trouble.  This is how it works in First 

Person.  We let the First Person have the last word.  I want to thank you all for coming.  Come see us 

again here at First Person.  We'll be having this program with other guests every Wednesday and 

Thursday until mid August.   

 Please stay connected with us through the Stay Connected cards.  I'm also going to give you a 

chance for audience participation.  Nesse will give us our last kind of thought together, and then as 

we applaud for Nesse, Joel, my wonderful colleague the photographer, will come up and take a 

picture of Nesse with you all standing behind her.  There's a chance for a photo opportunity, if you 

will, with Nesse.   
First, I'm going to let Nesse have the last word.  Do you have a final message for us?   

>> Nesse Godin:  Yes.  Yes.  You wonderful people, I hope you will have enough time to go through 

our exhibit where you will learn more, because as I told you before this is a federal museum.  

Everything you see is documented.  Everything happened that way.  And then when you leave our 

doors, look at the world around you.  Don't see race.  Don't see religion.  See a human being that the 

Lord in heaven, by whatever name we call him, created.   

 Yes, in your hands is the future of our children and our grandchildren.  Let's make it a better 

world, a loving world, a caring world.   

 Thank you very much.   

[Applause] 

[Ended at 11:49 a.m.] 
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