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Interviewer: Do you have any papers here that you might want to talk about during this interview? 
Any documents or anything like that? 

Man: I have documents, may 

Interviewer: You have from back in the thirties, or only recent interviews? 

Man: I have from {unintelligible}, also from the thirties, of course. I have the documents about 
the closing of the Jewish office in Prague. 

Interviewer: Do you mind bringing those out? Or is that a problem to find? 

Man: It’s not a problem. Let’s see. 

Interviewer: Do you suffer from the heat here in Jerusalem? 

Bill: Suffer? I always suffer. I suffer all my life. [laugh]  

Interviewer: Because I find it extremely hot. 

Bill: Yes. But I have the great advantage. I was cursing the English weather the last few 
weeks. And I found it such a relief to come into sunshine. 

Interviewer: I completely agree with you about the English weather. [discuss noise] 

Bill: When did you come over here? You came with the Kindertransport? 

Interviewer: I arrived on Monday. 
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Bill: On Monday. Yes. Well, I came on Sunday. But of course then you must have had the 
same experience in England. It was just beastly.  

Interviewer: It was awful weather. 

Interviewer: It wasn’t so bad in New York.  

Bill: Well, actually, you know, we were interested in English weather, not in European 
weather. [laugh]  

Man: We have these documents for the {unintelligible} {inaudible} And here. Oh, this is– 
Remember this. This is in Germany, from the date 2nd September ’39. “The British 
Committee for Refugee Children is closed.” 

Interviewer: Can you translate it into English and read it to us? 

Man: She will do it.  

Man: {unintelligible} for ’37. It was {unintelligible} with Tomas Masaryk. 

Interviewer: {inaudible} 

Man: Here you have one. {inaudible} You have it. You have it.  

Interviewer: I think it would be better just to {inaudible} 

Man: Do you want a stand? I’ll give you a stand. {inaudible} 

Bill: {unintelligible}, you can have this. I have copies of this. This is nothing to do with— 

Interviewer: Oh, I’ve read this, yes. Melissa has a copy.  

Bill: No, you can have it. 

Interviewer: Oh, really? Thank you very much. 

Bill: Yes. Because that of course explains the history behind the connection to 
Czechoslovakia. That is so important, because it meant that the Czech authority at that 
time, they trust me implicitly.  

Interviewer: Right. Thank you very much. Kind of you. 
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Interviewer: We’ll just take a photograph, and then {inaudible}  

[INTERVIEW STARTS]   

Interviewer: Okay, so can we start? Could you just introduce yourself, what your name is and what 
your role was with the Kinder? 

Bill: Introduce? Well, can’t you introduce it much better? Look, all right. 

Man: Let’s start. I will tell the story how we met and how— 

Bill: Yes. It’s {unintelligible} 

Man: Many people here, not only here, ask my wife (Batsheva Sharif the poet) and me what’s 
happened with us in the Kindertransport, what kind of connection, what’s happened. How 
is it possible that we find a savior, a man like Bill Barazetti, in a time so long time after? 
And we are not in the Kindertransport. It happened in Maastricht in the year ’89. I was 
there together with my wife, Batsheva Sharif (she was a poet) at the PEN World 
Congress. And there a man asked me, “I can’t understand. You are Israeli,” (he saw my 
sign here, I am Israeli) “but your English is in a German accent.” So I told him, “Yes, I 
was born in Berlin.” And and later he was in the Kinder Aliyah. And he asked me, 
“Kindertransport?” “No,” I answered him. “Kinder Aliyah.” So I was involved with the 
Kindertransport. So I asked him what is the Kindertransport, and I explained what is the 
Kinder Aliyah. And then he reminds me that I was also on the list to be on the 
Kindertransport. And this man was Bill Barazetti. And {unintelligible} And then we 
came back home to Jerusalem, and I told the people in Yad Vashem, “Look, there is a 
man, Bill Barazetti is his name, and he is the treasurer of International PEN, an 
international writer organization, and he told us something about Kindertransport.” So we 
asked also Barazetti if he has evidence, if he has papers, documents, something like that. 
It takes time. And we met again. And he sent papers. Most of the papers are, from this 
epoch, from Mr. Nicholas Winton. And in Yad Vashem they found the scrapbook given 
by Nicholas Winton an few years before. 

 And then the people in Yad Vashem gave me a job. My job was to ask three questions 
Mr. Bill Barazetti. And we asked you about the congress in Vienna. And the congress, 
you know what’s in a congress. Early in the morning {unintelligible}. But many times , 
we had a job. And we asked all the questions. The question about, first of all, if his saving 
the children was volunteer, unpaid. The second was that if they are really children, they 
are safe. And the last question, if it’s done under danger for himself. So we brought the 
papers in Yad Vashem, all that’s happened. 

 But I must say another thing. I escaped from Berlin. I was ten years old. My mother 
arranged it. Only she knows the connection, how it works. I escaped alone, not with the 
Kindertransport, with the Kinder Aliyah, through the Children’s {unintelligible}.  There 
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had been sixteen hundred fifty children at one time, in the wartime. So I know the 
feelings of children that don’t know who helped them to escape. And I don’t know until 
today who helped my mother for me to escape.  Who helps my mother, 'til the year ’42. 
And I have a paper from the Red Cross from Russia, the last paper from the Red Cross, 
’42: how it happened, how it works, who helped her. I have one address in Berlin. I was 
in Berlin, I looked for it, but I couldn’t find who the people were because they’re no more 
in the same addresses. 

 So I thought we must find out what happened behind the story of Bill Barazetti. And 
there is a few ifs.  First of all, if I finish the {unintelligible} and I continue in the 
{unintelligible} Underground.  And I fought for to build the state of Israel. And I was 25 
years in the army.  And you will be in Yad Mordechai next Sunday and you will see my 
position in this Kibbutz. So, my feelings were that if I escaped alone, I have to do my 
duty for my people, for the Jewish people, for the state of Israel, in order to prove a state.  
Maybe it could happen in the future. I don’t think of what’s happened in the past. It’s 
very important, but the future is much more important because there is no stopping the 
world. The aim of my life, the goal of my life—25 years in the army, in the 
government—my job is always to build up the state, to hold the state, a strong state for all 
Jewish people because I believe that even the past could be the future. It’s today’s here 
and there. And we need this strong state of Israel for all of us for the future. 

 In this connection, Bill Barazetti, who helped Jewish children in this bad condition to 
escape: he is not only a friend, he is a symbol for all of us that if you want, you can help.  
Also, in the bad conditions. I am very glad that I have the honor together with my wife 
Batsheva Sharif that we find this gentleman. He doesn’t fish for compliments. He don’t 
mention it so many years. And we found him. If we can give him, like a present, to all the 
children here. We had a meeting half a year ago and the children asked Bill so many 
questions because only he remember the condition from whom they take these children 
out.  

Interviewer: You remember the conditions under whom you took the children out? What do you 
remember? 

Bill: The conditions? Well, of course I do remember the conditions, esepcailly because my 
memory has been pushed and triggered the last few years, so to speak. Yes. I remember 
them very well. After all, at the time in Prague, I was, after Munich, active to make sure 
that from the fleeing Sudetendeutschens who did not want to be under Nazi rule that they, 
the Germans, did not manage to get agents into the West when the western countries, 
especially England, sent out a mission into Prague to help people to get abroad.  And they 
were absolutely desperate that they could not decide if German agents would be in 
between. The Czech authorities knew from my activities that I was conversant with every 
German-Austrian refugee and many German-Austrian visitors, with Sudenten politicians 
and so on, and even with any adversaries of the Hitler regime who came sometimes to 
Prague and went back to Germany. So they told the leader of that mission in Prague, 
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Doreen Warriner, that I was the right man and she engaged me officially as her secretary. 
And that was my job.   

 Now, while that job was going on, the rumors broke, of course, that children, that people 
got out.  I had my office at that time in the Hotel Alcorn in Prague, together with Ms. 
Warner, because I didn’t dare anymore live in my own flat.  What happened then is that 
Jewish parents came and said to me, “Look, we haven’t got a chance to get out. We are 
not connected with the professional parties that collected people from Sudetenland, but 
we are stuck here. We don’t know what to do and we are desperate. Can you at least help 
us to get our boy or girl out of the country, into the West?” So I tried desperately, of 
course, to make the connections and Doreen Warriner was absolutely busy with the 
Sudeten Germans.  

 Then came, as a visitor to Prague, Nicholas Winton on holiday, out of curiosity and so 
on. He stayed for about a week or two and he saw our work and he came into my 
different offices and so the desperate plight of the parents of the children. Then he went 
back to England and made an almighty row about it, that one must help children, Jewish 
children, from Czechoslovakia to get out and to come into the country—visas and papers 
and so on. Of course, one of the conditions was (the first condition) that you had to have 
the whole career of the child on the questionnaire—photographs and so on—and also the 
authority of the Czechs to allow the child to get away and later on, the authority of the 
Germans.  That’s another story. 

 Anyway, I collected those questionnaires from the parents. I sent them to London and 
Nicholas Winton found places in schools or in organizations or in private homes.  As 
soon as they came back with the certificate that they would be looked after in England, 
we took the papers to the authorities, got the stamp that they had the permission to leave, 
and then they were sent off to England either by plane at that time or by train.  

 The {unintelligible} was, of course, if you put a children’s transport together, you want to 
have someone to be in charge. And so it came about that– All this came from Winton, 
really. There came some people over—young people, older people from England—and 
volunteered to go along with the children’s transport to England. That worked very well 
indeed. That is really how it happened.  

 The thing was, really, when the Germans marched in—that’s why I want to come back to 
it—everything stopped. It was in March. Yet, there were questionnaires, filled out 
questionnaires even with already the British visa stamp. What could you do with the 
children? So I had an enormous chance because my name was so very known in 
Czechoslovakia.  I had the enormous chance that all those civil servants who were 
bitterly opposed to the Germans followed my lead and told the Germans, “Look here: you 
have such bad publicity all the world over. Try to repair it. Why don’t you let Jewish 
children go out? They have got visas to England. We give them gladly the permission. 
We get rid of them. What about you?” So the Germans stamped it as well. So we could 
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send children out until July, until the war situation, or the peace situation, was turned so 
bitterly into threatening war that the Germans stopped everything.   

Interviewer: They stopped already in July? 

Bill: Yes. The last transport, I think, was the beginning of August.  

Interviewer: Were there applications for children who couldn’t come over then, in the end? 

Bill: Oh, that was awful.  

Interviewer: How come? Why couldn’t they come in? 

Bill: Because the Germans stopped it.  

Interviewer: But I mean, before July. Were there applications for children where they couldn’t find 
places? 

Bill: Oh yes, he could find places all right, but it always takes a long time to find the right 
place for the right child. It was also some Jewish parents wanted their child into a Jewish 
family or into an orthodox community.  Others said, “We don’t care. In a liberal family. 
We don’t mind. Or in a Christian family.” There were Christian organizations that 
offered it. There was a certain maneuvering going on in London, according to the 
information that was on my questionnaire. Some children were lucky that at once the 
right people were found and some children were unlucky and it took weeks. It’s sad. 

 Now, on top of that comes that you can imagine when English parents—any parents in 
the world—decide to adopt a child like that, they go to that office, they see photographs 
and so on and one woman says, “Oh that’s a lovely child. We’ll have that one.” And the 
other woman says, “No, I don’t want that child. I’d rather have– Have you got anything 
other?” That’s what I’m saying. You can’t fight human prejudice that way.  

 I don’t know whether you have see the letter of Professor Berman, of his mother to the 
Scottish.  I’ve got the copy in London and I will give it to you if you can’t get it from 
him.  He will give it, but if you can’t meet him anymore.  That was at the time when 
Berman (he was only 5 years old) was adopted by a Scottish-Jewish family.  He gave me 
the letter; I have a photocopy. It’s most touching how his mother writes, “I am so happy 
to hear that my boy, and so on.  Please will you see to it: he must not behave in this way 
and that way, he must be brought up in a quite strong way because he is sometimes very, 
very egoistic,” and so on. She wrote a very touching and long letter about it.  

Man: This is Berman from the Kibbutz?  

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



94_IS_06_and_94_IS_07_BillBarazetti_06_08_94 BILL BARAZETTI page 7 

Bill: Yes.  And Professor Berman came last month to London on his way to his foster mother. 
He visits her quite often. She is now in her 90’s. And he said to me on Monday, “I came 
just at the right time because we were discussing she ought to go into a home.” 90, over 
90 years old. “And I am so glad I came in time to help her to settle and make her happy 
about it.” That’s all.  

Interviewer: Did you have to inform parents that their children couldn’t go away? 

Bill: Look, it was not a question of informing parents their children couldn’t go away. It was a 
question of the parents came nearly every day and said, “Have you any news? Have you 
heard anything?” And the children who were not living in Prague, we had one or two 
Jewish families who had given over their flat to accommodate children so parents who 
were in the provinces could stay in Prague to accommodate children until we had 
permission for the children to go.  And of course as soon as we received permission we 
notified the parents and they came to say goodbye. There were sometimes terrible scenes.  
And some parents couldn’t and the children had to go without that.  

 But those parents who lived in Prague, they came nearly every day and pestered and said, 
“Have you heard anything? What happened?” 

Interviewer: When you had a positive reply, how long did it take them until the transports were 
leaving? Was it a week or a month? 

Bill: It was quite different. When we sent the papers to London, sometimes for a child you got 
a positive reply within 10 days, and sometimes you had to wait for a month or so. 

Interviewer: But then when you got the positive reply, how long did the parents have to wait until they 
had to send their children away? They had to pack their suitcases. 

Bill: Well, when the children were already in our homes in London, everything was ready. 

Interviewer: In Prague.  

Bill: In Prague itself? Sometimes they had only a day. Sometimes they were lucky and had 
three or four days. It depended how many we got together to organize one plane or one 
train journey. And also, of course, if we had the right English person at that moment in 
Prague to help us to take a transport out. Usually we had it because for the simple reason 
that there were (and there always are in this world) people who were determined to help.  
And they came and they stayed in Prague in hotels and waited. And as soon as I heard a 
transport would be ready, they were there and they were ready and took their papers and 
went with the children. 
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 When the Germans, afterwards when they were there, it was far more difficult because 
many– not many, some of the children had falsified papers. And we had to make sure 
with some of them that they were not questioned too thoroughly so when the blessed SS 
police went through the railway compartments, some children had to hide in toilets and 
then climb out of toilets.  The English people who were willing to do that– Well, of 
course they were secure with their passport, but still it was quite a brave action to try to 
hide the children and to do it. But in that respect, I must say, that English people are very 
cold-blooded.  

Interviewer: Do you remember the size of the transports? 

Bill:  This is also funny. We had originally a few transports with plane and that was for the 
first time that the airline—I think it was the English airline—arranged a non-stop meeting 
from Prague to London. It was the age when planes didn’t go so far. They went from 
Prague to London and the transport then was very small. Later on, it had to go by train. 
By train, the transport was quite considerably bigger. It was 20, 30 people sometimes—
we’ve got a list somewhere—sometimes 40 children in one go.   

Interviewer: Do you know who paid the fares for the children? 

Bill: The fares were paid from the British Committee for Refugees. That was the collective 
organization which had been established from different organizations in England like 
{unintelligible} Congress, and churches, and also from Jewish communities. They had 
the headquarter in London and collected funds and made money ready for children 
transports from Czechoslovakia or from Berlin and so on.  

Interviewer: Was it the Refugee Children’s Movement you were dealing with in England? Do you 
remember the name of the committee you were dealing with? 

Bill: {unintelligible} probably would know.  Yeah, you’ve got the papers. You see, at the time 
I was so involved in Prague itself that it wasn’t my business how you got it in England, it 
was my business how did you get it in Prague.  

Interviewer: How many airplane transports were there? 

Bill: How many planes? There were all together only 3 transports with plane.  

Interviewer: Because the documents I’ve seen from Nicholas Winton do not include the airplane 
transports.  

Bill: Yes, you see the point is really when Nicholas Winton came– That is another interesting 
thing.  When Nicholas Winton came to Prague, he listed only those children who went 
according to his files, but we had already sent quite a few over simply by arranging 
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through different people in England the acceptance of children. It was Nicholas Winton 
collated the whole thing and brought it together, but before the time that he came to 
Prague, there were desperate attempts. It were, compared to Winton’s work afterward, 
small numbers who got out by plane.  

Interviewer: Were one of these flights to Sweden?  

Bill: Yeah, the Swedish transport went by train over Poland and it was a big transport, maybe 
100 children there. That was funny, really. That was a young girl, I should have thought 
she was about 20 or something like that. Very beautiful girl. She came from the Swedish 
embassy and told us—I have forgotten her name—that she was eager to get a children 
transport to go to Sweden and she showed us different papers. I organized the transport 
together. And at the time, you cannot imagine the atmosphere in Prague. There were 
constant warnings and remarks that that girl was closely—that was before the Germans 
marched in—was closely connected with the Gestapo and had cooperation from the 
Gestapo and all that sort of thing. And I said rumors are rumors. If she has got the 
permission to get the children to Sweden, never mind the Gestapo. The children are in 
Sweden and that’s the end of it. The transport went. Nicholas Winton today is convinced 
that she probably was connected with the Gestapo and I said to him about a year ago, 
“Look, it doesn’t matter. The children went to Sweden. And that’s what I’m concerned 
about.”  

 Well, anyway, I heard (about 10 years ago) in one of the English papers, a report in 
Sweden about an old lady who had, when she was a young girl, helped children to come 
from Prague. And of course it was the same lady. Only at that time, I was coincidentally 
traveling abroad. I took notice somehow. But I forgot afterwards which paper was it and 
what was it about and so on. And I have friends in Sweden, quite a few friends, and I 
have tried the last year or so to find out something about that lady, whether she’s still 
alive and what happened to the children. I didn’t hear anything. No one seems to know. 
But of course, there is quite a Jewish community in Stockholm and it must be possible to 
find out. Sooner or later, I will have the details I’m sure.  

Interviewer: The transports by plane, they took off before the Nazis marched into Prague? 

Bill: No. The transports by plane were before. Yeah. Before the Nazis came to power. 
Afterwards, the Nazis would not allow planes going direct over their country, over 
Germany.  

Interviewer: Where do you think there might be documentation about the airplane transports? Because 
I haven’t been able to find anything about the airplane transports? 

Bill: I haven’t got any, no. You see, any documents from that time that are still in existence are 
really because Nicholas Winton collected them afterwards and he collected them because 
he had the time for it. I couldn’t. I couldn’t possibly keep a single paper of any value.  
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Man: Eventually, {unintelligible} had the papers.  

Bill: Not only that. There is even, from those years, from the time I was 19 to 25 and then 
afterwards in England to the age of 30, there is not one photograph of myself. You see 
what I mean? It was impossible for me to keep papers, to be– It wasn’t there.  

Interviewer: You stated that you were given this position in Prague because people knew you had this 
connection with all these refugees. What was your connection with the refugees at that 
time? 

Bill: Simply, if you like, a social connection. You see, in 1932-3, I was 19 years old and I was 
for one semester at the University in Hamburg. And that was the year, 1933, when Hitler 
became chancellor. And I had, of course, at the university in Hamburg many friends and 
quite a few of them Jewish. And I saw what happened to them, how they were beaten up. 
I told several of them, “Get out of the country. There’s no hope.” Mostly, I got as a reply, 
“It will not go on like this. It must end.” And at that time– That was my argument with 
our friend the other day in Hamburg–  

 Hamburg was, of course, the most liberal city in Germany. But. When the takeover came, 
there were marches from SA troops through the streets, especially back streets, of 
Hamburg. There were machine guns on top of the houses and anyone who didn’t lift his 
arm to the salute was beaten up. And anyone who dared to say a word against the Party 
was beaten up, was crippled. I remember—I said just the other day—I was once standing 
at an outside circus—as it was at the time in big places, there was in the evening a circus 
with all different performances and a crowd collected of a few hundred people, 700 
people, 800 people depending on the day. I remember I was in one of the suburbs of 
Hamburg and quite by chance stood there and looked. And suddenly out of one of the 
houses came a young man running. Behind him came 2 or 3 SA people and before our 
eyes, in the middle of the crowd, they beat him to pulp. That was the takeover.  

Interviewer: So as a result of this? 

Bill: So, as a result of that, I went back to Prague and I continued my studies there. I was then, 
from then onwards, engaged in helping them to get information from Germany, 
especially also from refugees who had managed to get into the country as well. I tried to 
do the same in Switzerland. {unintelligible} And in Switzerland, I had the experience that 
the Swiss authorities did their utmost to prevent refugees getting over the frontier from 
Germany. In Prague, it was different. The Czechs opened their borders and let people in. 
And they did that also when the Austrian affair came: they let people in.  

 The only snag in Prague was the Sudeten countries that were the mountains where the 
German population lived. Of course, many of the Germans there were Nazis. So any 
people who fled or tried to flee from Germany had first of all to get through the German-
Czech frontier, which was very, very well observed by the Germans.  And secondly, after 
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they got through, they had to beware not to fall into the hands of those Sudeten Germans 
who were pro-German. That was a nervous affair. Quite a few people got killed. I was 
sometimes there at the frontier. One time, the Germans accused me of killing someone 
who stopped a car. And they couldn’t get hold of me.  

 Well, anyway, I got to know all the leading German politicians who had to flee to Prague, 
amongst them Arthur Strasser who fled from Germany after his brother Gregor was 
murdered. And he had a radio station outside Prague. And I may have still the 
photographs somewhere, because it didn’t effect me really. One day, that colleague of his 
had a young German couple in that village their, visiting, talking German to them. He 
was so pleased. He invited them and had a drink with them and later his corpse was found 
dead. That’s what I’m saying.  That was the atmosphere.   

Interviewer: You got connected with Doreen Warriner.  

Bill: Doreen Warriner. She was the leader of the Czech delegation– of the English delegation 
to Czechoslovakia.  And she was the one who asked the Czech authorities for help to 
ensure that there would be no German agent getting to England. She was a close friend of 
the German Social Democratic leader of the Sudetenland Wenzel Jaksch. They worked 
very closely together because he had the background information of all the people who 
wanted to get out of the Sudeten countries.  Well, we all worked closely together, really. 
And I think she was a bit prejudiced in the end because she fell in love with Wenzel 
Jaksch.  She was in her late 30’s, he was about 40 and it is only natural.  So there was a 
bit of friction. The Sudeten Germans under Jaksch they had priority, but the German and 
Austrian refugees, I had to fight for them. Not fight, but I had to push that they came on 
the lists. It was that sort of thing. And so it was with the children’s transport. She was, of 
course, eager to help the children, but it was not her priority.  

Interviewer: When I spoke to Nicholas Winton, he told me that the children were not considered in 
Czechoslovakia.  The concern was not there for transporting the children. 

Bill: Yeah, yeah. That was the attitude.  The priority were the people of Wenzel Jaksch.  Later 
on, Wenzel Jaksch came to London and stayed with Ms. Warriner. After the War, he 
became {German word}.  And then he went into that agitation to get the Germans, the 
Sudeten Germans reestablished in the Sudeten countries, which was a very questionable 
affair. Václav Havel is an example. In the end, there was cruelty after the War of 
Germans being pushed out– the remaining Germans. There are different aspects to the 
whole affair. Were those Germans better without Nazis? Did they cause the damage? Or 
were they turncoats? Were they innocents? That sort of thing. These things happen in 
wartime.  

 I don’t think that Wenzel Jaksch would have had a great future because he wasn’t 
generally trusted even amongst those Sudeten Germans. Anyway, he had a car accident 
about 30 years ago and died. It’s one of those things. And Ms. Warriner died about 20 
years ago as well.  
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[sound cuts out, returns mid-sentence] 

Bill: He was the editor of the foremost German newspaper in Prague and that was a newspaper 
which, like Wenzel Jaksch, strictly against the Nazis, very nationalistic in that sense. 
Against the Nazis, against the Germans. And suddenly, he changed his tone just after the 
takeover in Austria. Suddenly it changed the tone and became quite pro-German, pro-
Nazi. Of course, I knew him like I know most of these people. So one day I went to his 
place, to his paper, and I said to him, “Frank, what’s the matter? Why have you turned 
like that? This is fantastic.” He said, “You are young.” I said, “Yes.” “Yes,” he said, “but 
I am 42.” I said, “Yes.” He said, “And I’m married.” I said, “Yes.” “And my wife wants a 
fur coat and I wouldn’t get it if I stick with the Czechs.” So he was at least honest with 
me about that.  

Interviewer: The children which were first selected to go on these transports, were they just part of the 
list that had been accumulated of refugees that wanted to leave the country, or was there a 
call out for children? 

Bill: No, there was no call out. There was no call out. There wasn’t need to make a call out 
because there {unintelligible}. There was simply the initiative of the parents: get my 
child. Try to save it. And it was the initiative of the Jewish community in Brno and in 
Prague who came to us and said, “Look, we’ve got so and so many Jewish families and 
we have some children who want desperately out. The parents might have a chance, even, 
to get into some country as servants with a passport. But they won’t have a chance with 
the children. Can you help the children to get out.”  

Interviewer: Were these approaches to you– did the rabbis come to you personally? Was it made 
through correspondence? How was this plea made to you? 

Bill: What do you mean? 

Interviewer: From the outskirts, did they come to you personally? Did they travel to Prague? 

Bill: Well, actually from Brno is an example. From Brno we got phone calls if we could do 
something about it. And I went at the time to Brno and talked to them, to the Jewish 
community there and I got a list of those children who were, by the parents, ready to go. 
So that came about. 

Interviewer: Do you remember what month you went to Brno? 

Bill: When I sent to Brno? That must have been sometime in March. Yeah, it must have been 
sometime in March.  

Interviewer: After the 15th?  
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Bill: No, it was before the 15th. It was before the 15th because already then– Yes, it was before 
the 15th because already then the railway went to some extent through a former Czech 
territory which belonged now to Germany. Yes. And what they did was they sealed the 
railway compartments so that there was no communication either way. Of which, I was 
grateful because if they had been controlled, it would not have been too good for me. But 
it’s one of those things.  

Man: The Germans entered on the 15th of March? 

Bill: Yeah.  

Man: So it must be before. 

Bill: Yeah, as I say. It must have been before, because after the 15th of March it was quite 
impossible to travel anywhere. But after the 15th in March, it would not have been 
possible to close the compartments and so on.  

 But in any case, after the 15th of March, there was confusion on all the railways.  

Interviewer: Do you recall with whom you went to speak specifically, the names of any of the 
individuals that you spoke with in Brno? 

Bill: No. No idea. No idea. I shall ask you in 50 years’ time whether you recall the names of 
us! 

Interviewer: Well, I have to say your memory is remarkable and you never know what little bits of 
information might be stored in there that wants to come out. You remember so many 
details. 

Bill: Yes, but names. I’m getting worried now. I even forget names of people whom I met, 
say, 6 months ago and suddenly after I’ve been lying in bed cursing myself that I’ve 
forgot the name, it comes back to me.  It’s that way now.  

Interviewer: It’s interesting that you should say there was chaos with the trains. The people whom I 
spoke to that went to Prague to take a transport, many of them took a train to Prague. And 
nobody ever mentioned there was any difficulty getting to Prague.  

Bill: I’m sure there were no difficulties because, as I say, before 15th of March, the trains were 
sealed off there on that spot in the countryside and after the 15th of March when the trains 
were running again, of course there was no difficulties. But what I mean to say is that I’m 
sure that immediately after the 15th of March, there was confusion with the whole 
transport system inside Czechoslovakia because the German troops were marching in 
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everywhere. Obviously you don’t take– In a military operation, the civilian transport of 
the country you occupy is very important.  

Interviewer: They also switched the side of the road they were driving on. Was there anybody who 
selected who should be on the transport, or was it only based on sponsorship? 

Bill: It was– No. It was based simply on the wishes of the parents. I put the list together. I sent 
them every single list– every single certificate I sent to London and whoever got accepted 
in London by anyway—and by the Home Office mainly—got on the transport. But if you 
couldn’t get a child accepted for one reason or another, they just didn’t get on the 
transport. That you could do.  

 One of my principles was, at that time– That was one of those things. One always 
remembers small things like that. Once I was sitting together with Doreen and she said to 
me after the parents had left, she said to me, “You don’t want that boy.” I said, “Why 
not?” “Oh,” she said. “I don’t like his face. We have got enough criminals in London.” 
And of course, I never bothered about those things. The parents were desperate. They 
were in tears. They would try anything to get their child out, on the list. And I just took 
the details down and I left the details then to whether they got the permission in London. 
I got the permission in Prague.  

Man: Doreen Warriner, right? 

Bill: Yeah. There were things like that. It was an intimate, private conversation and you don’t 
take too much notice.  

Interviewer: Were there specific hours that you were open and available to these parents to come to 
you? 

Bill: Of course, I was always available. They just came. They entered the office. Not only that, 
I was also in Prague occupied by one Quaker lady who was– What was her name? It 
comes back to me. It will come back to me.  

Man: A Quaker family? 

Bill: A Quaker lady. An English Quaker lady. She was one of those do-gooder English which I 
respect so much. She came to Prague. She visited Doreen and me and she said in a hotel, 
a small hotel. And she went to the different German refugee organizations. There were 
refugee organizations for Germans, Austrian refugees. Several of them. And she was so 
touched by the misery that she established herself in a Jewish house in the middle of 
Prague and let people who were in desperate need for money come to her. It’s quite 
talked about. But unfortunately she spoke neither Czech nor German and it was very 
difficult. So one day she said to me and said, “Can’t you take one afternoon or two 
afternoons and come and help me?” And I did that. I came two afternoons from 2 o’clock 
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to 4 o’clock to that Jewish house. There she was sitting. She was at that time, to my mind, 
an old lady of 50 with a black frock—Quaker—and sitting in a chair behind the desk. 
And she said to me, “Whenever you think I should give someone money, would you just 
close one eye?” I said, “Okay, I’ll do that.” So we had these poor, miserable people come 
in and I closed one eye and she got up from her chair, turned round, lifted her black frock 
and got a black purse out and counted money and give it to the people. That is one of the 
things I do remember. That got repeated day after day, interview after interview. It was so 
sweet.  

Man: Was this Quaker lady–? {speaking in German} 

Bill: If I remember the name again… But it was so long ago. If you ask me the name of the 
children at that time, I don’t remember them because there were so many children. But 
she was one of those outstanding characters that you keep in your mind.  

Interviewer: I know who you’re talking about and I can’t find her name later. There was a Quaker 
lady, there has been a book published about her recently.  

Bill: Oh really? 

Interviewer: In London. Written by Brenda Bailey. She talks about this woman.  

Bill: Yes, it’s quite possible. Well, I do remember, as an example, one day she said to me, “I 
can’t give that woman any money. I can’t. If she comes back today, you can listen to the 
story. But I can’t do it because she is a prostitute. She goes with soldiers. And she’s got 
two children.” So I said to her, “Well, let’s listen.” And the woman came. And I closed 
my eye. And she said in English to me, “But…” I said, “Look, if you give her money 
today, she doesn’t go with the soldier and has more time for her child.” “All right. I think 
you’re right.” And turned around.  

Interviewer: Did you go to the station when the transports were leaving? 

Bill: Usually, yes.  

Interviewer: What do you recall being–  

Man: Wait, excuse me. After the German entered Prague? 

Bill: No, after the German entered Prague, I was very weary to go there because they knew– I 
had all the right PMs and so on, but they knew my face. There were too many German 
agents there. I had to be very, very careful. But yeah, sometimes I was there.  

Interviewer: Were there lots of security there? What was the situation as you recall? 
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Bill: It was small {unintelligible} security. There was SR and SS. It was not always that. It 
was also the continual bullying of children and of people who accompanied them. It was 
not just that children could enter the train, it was also that the German military police 
entered the train and controlled and checked and when they left, they came back and did 
it again. It was a nightmare.  It was simply a nightmare because they were always afraid 
that someone would get out who shouldn’t. I think it was also to some extent, like in all 
those cases, that people who have got authority like that over other people feel more and 
more important and become more and more bullies.  

Interviewer: Which station did you use in Prague? 

Bill: It was the main station, the– What was it called? Now, what was the station called? Isn’t 
that ridiculous.  

[some discussion about what it was called] 

Bill: Well, it was the main station. I think there are two main stations. One was called Wilson 
after the American president.  

Interviewer: Were you told that you had a designated area in the station, or how was it arranged? 

Bill: No, the train came onto a platform and that was it. There was no special area. It was 
simply the usual train announcement and the train came to a certain platform and the 
children and their accompaniment went to that platform.  

Interviewer: Was this a Czech train or a German train? 

Bill: It was a Czech train. Always a Czech train. But, of course, how they changed over when 
they crossed the German frontier I wouldn’t know. I suppose it was German personnel. In 
Czechoslovakia, you mustn’t forget, at that time there– half the population spoke 
German. German because Czechoslovakia, after all, was only independent since 1918 and 
before that it was Austrian territory and the official language was German. Twenty years 
is nothing.  

Interviewer: These trains were only occupied by children of the transport, or were there other 
passengers on the train? 

Bill: No, no. There were trains were certain wagons were occupied by the children, were 
designed by that. But not all of them. And it would have been impossible because no one 
would have been able to pay for a whole train.  

Interviewer: The money which was paid, did you yourself pay it to the Czech authorities? 
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Bill: No, no. No, no. That was done by those English people who wanted to accompany the 
train. I kept out of it.  

Interviewer: Did you have an experience of the officials trying to extort additional money at the train 
station in order for the trains to depart? 

Bill: No, no. It may have happened, I don’t now. But no. It wasn’t a question of money. It was 
a question of being nasty about it. I don’t think at that time the German military could 
have been corrupt in money affairs. Not on the lower grades. The higher grades, maybe. 
But no. That would have been against the military discipline.  

Interviewer: In order to get the Czech authorities to authorize the exit, did that require any bribing of 
any sort? 

Bill: No. No. You see, at that time, many of the Czech administrators were eager to do 
anything to spite the Germans. And they wouldn’t have dared to take money because it 
would have been laying yourself open. The difficulty was that you never could trust a 
bureaucrat or an administrator in the offices unless you knew him personally. And that 
was, of course, where the chance of my name came in. Back then, normally if you– In a 
country like that, if you approach some civil servant, you don’t know to whom his loyalty 
goes because many civil servants, of course, were loyal the moment the Germans had 
taken over to the Germans because they spoke German, they had their family to look 
after, and they didn’t want to lose their jobs. So one had to know to whom to talk and 
who to not to—and that’s where bribery comes in—not to expose to any accusation of 
being bribed.  

Interviewer: At the beginning, you mentioned something about the authority of the Germans to get the 
transports through and you said that was another story. What was it that you were 
referring to? 

Bill: To get the authority of the Germans? Well at that time, the Germans knew me under my 
name Barazetti and they knew my peons and so on. You had been spied on all the time. I 
came, now, with a Czech passport Limogny. And I used that name which was through the 
Masaryk connection in the civil servants office very well known simply because through 
the 20 years of the Czech Republic, the life story of Masaryk has been published and 
published. So everyone knew.  Which meant, everyone who could read. Which meant 
that every civil servant who I visited, who saw me, would do anything to help if they 
were determined to harm the Germans in which way I really could. When I told them I 
had told so many people and “can’t you talk to the Germans about you need the exit 
permit for them, it’s good for Germany and so on,” they were quite willing to do it and 
did it. And they did a great job. Basically, {unintelligible} because if there had been any 
inclination that they did it to favor the Jews and not to favor the Germans, they would 
have lost their job and maybe their family. 
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Interviewer: During the time in the time late summer of ’39, you had been through a lot of effort in 
trying to get these transports operation and keep them going. What was your feeling at 
that time? Were feeling despaired by the massiveness to the project you had? What was 
your reaction? How were you experiencing things at that time? 

Bill: My feelings? I had no feelings. No. I had no time for feelings. I was determined to finish 
the job and I knew the risk, but I also knew that if I was sensible and trusted only people 
whom I could trust, whom I knew, that the risk was comparatively minor. And I was 
simply determined to– One is like that. You have started a job, you want to finish it.  

Interviewer: What did you see as finishing the job? 

Bill: Finishing the job? To get as many children out as possible. 

Interviewer: I understand there was a time when there were children that were stuck on a platform 
because the transports were halted.   

Bill: Yup. There are things like that and you never knew until the train went into movement 
whether they really succeeded. You just don’t know. If it comes to that, you didn’t know 
the result until they were through Germany into Holland. But the difference was this: I 
was quite confident once the children were on the trains there was no practical interest for 
the Germans to prevent them from leaving. There was really the advantage to Germany 
that they could say to the outside world, “I don’t know what you are complaining about 
and telling lies about us. If the Jews want to go, if Jewish children want to go, we let 
them go! If you want to have them, have them!” You see? That impressed the Germans. 
That was wonderful. 

Interviewer:  Do you know if they ever had the opportunity to use this rationale: “We’re helping the 
children”? 

Bill: If they used it? 

Interviewer: Is that not clear?  

Man: {translates question into German} 

Bill: Oh yeah, oh yeah. Yes, of course. You see, I knew most of the British and American 
journalists who had been in Berlin or in Vienna and who had been expelled by the 
Germans from Berlin and Vienna and they came to Prague to keep on with their reports 
about affairs. I found all of them that were under constant pressure and did not bow to 
that pressure to report things that were favorable to the Germans. That was the reason 
why they were expelled. If they did not report that the Germans were goody-goody 
towards Jews, that many things that are appearing in the press about concentration camps 
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at that time against the German political machine were lies– If they didn’t report that sort 
of thing, sooner or later they got expelled. They all had the same experience. The 
Germans tried desperately in spite of acting {unintelligible} to prevent that from going 
into the foreign press. It’s a reaction.  

 Basically, I learned that lesson while I was there. After all, I was only 25, but I learned 
that lesson from the journalists. There is something funny about it. I knew one journalist 
very well from Berlin, an English journalist. He wrote a book that was in those years a 
bestseller in England. Oh my god. I forgot the name. That name will come back. 
Douglass Reid. Douglass Reid. He was fervently anti-German, but he was also fervently 
anti-Jewish. That was a most fascinating case. Later on, he immigrated to South Africa. 
He died in South Africa. But he wrote a wonderful book about the German situation in 
1937 or 8. And that was probably– The main reason was he wrote articles The Times in 
England and he got expelled from Berlin. He was, in many ways, a charming man, but he 
was a boar in the sense of that he knew exactly what was happening with the Germans in 
the political sense, but he hated the Jews. And he hated the Jews because, I’m quite sure, 
that he had been in Berlin for such a long time and in such close contact with the Nazi 
leaders—because all these journalists were, of course—that he was infected. It was 
fantastic.  

 What was his bloody book? 

Man: The answer to the question is that the German has experience with the material like that. I 
can remember {unintelligible} in ’33 in Berlin, what’s happened. They know that so 
many journalists are coming from abroad, so many people are coming from aboard. The 
{unintelligible German word}, the newspaper, wasn’t but two weeks before the opening 
of the Olympiad in Berlin, the newspaper was nowhere.  For the good face it brought. 
They used it. How do you use material like that? {unintelligible} It was not the first time. 

Bill: I’m trying to find the title of that book. It was a fascinating title he had of that book and it 
was such a tremendous success in the English-speaking world. What was it titled? 

Interviewer: I just have a couple maybe silly technical questions. Once the transport left the station, 
did you telephone England to say it had left or what? How was the communication 
between the different checkpoints? 

Bill: Well, friends in Prague got phone calls from England and also from Holland that the train 
had arrived. But you didn’t hear that the train had arrived. You heard that “Judas has 
come and visited me.” Things like that. Yes, there were so many people who were willing 
to help. And yet compared to the whole population, very few. But in Czechoslovakia was 
a tremendous opposition, as you know, against the Nazis. In Holland, when the train 
passed into Holland, there was usually {unintelligible} a conglomeration of Jewish and 
non-Jewish people at the stations serving the children with tea and with cakes and so on. 
That simply was because the Dutch people at the station would phone some friends and 
so on. And then people would come and serve them and help them.  
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Interviewer: The tags that the children wore. I’ve been told that the parents received them in the mail. 
Did you send out these tags that they put around their necks? 

Bill: The cards for the children? Yes, yes. I usually went out. Of course, those children we had 
already under our supervision in homes in Prague get it straight from us. Obviously. But 
parents were constantly in our– It was agony. They just came constantly: “What have you 
heard?” It’s– Not only that. The parents came also after the train had left—and before 
that, after a plane had left when these non-stop planes started—“Have you heard? Has it 
safely landed?” That kind of thing. Of course, you had to talk and to listen and to keep 
the communication open all the time. Nothing you could do.  

Interviewer: When did you leave Prague? 

Bill: Finally? When was it? 

Man: After the 12th August.  

Bill: Yeah.  

Man: Because Barazetti left Prague two times. So he asked you finally or the first time? 

Bill: Well, the first time I left Prague in– The first time, I went to the British embassy and the 
Germans demanded that I would be handed over to them and the embassy was going to 
be disestablished two weeks later. So there were negotiations between the British 
government and the Germans about it. And the Swiss government came in and demanded 
I should go to Switzerland. And the German intelligence said to me, “War is coming 
now. What are your intentions?” The British intelligence. And I said, “Okay. I’ll come to 
England.” And the Germans finally decided that they couldn’t very well refuse because 
they couldn’t prove anything against me—I had a Swiss passport—and so they said to the 
ambassador.  

Man: Mr. Henderson. 

Bill: Henderson, yeah. “When you’re embassy gets disestablished and you travel through 
Germany, Mr. Barazetti can come with you.” And he came triumphantly to me. And I 
said, “Thank you very much, but I am not going through Germany.” And he was very 
offended. We had a real row. I said, “If I go with you on a train through Germany 
{unintelligible}, in Germany they’ll find a pretext. They’ll find you are sitting there and 
they’ll suddenly say  ‘Can we see your papers? Can we see your luggage?’ And they find 
in my luggage some gold coins or some stupid things like that and they take me out of the 
train. What will you do?”  
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 So in the end, he went back to the Germans and said it was unacceptable. I had friends in 
Poland, I would go to Poland. So the Germans finally decided I could go to Poland. And I 
knew the daughter of {Friedrich Nansen}, the Norwegian ambassador, and she said she 
was going with me to Poland to make sure that I had a witness in case something 
happened. So we went together to Poland. Passport got checked; it was no trouble at all. 
And I arrived in Poland.  

 And in Poland, after some time, I went to the Czech embassy and the Czech embassy was 
going to be dissolved, but the personnel of the Czech were of two minds what they were 
going to do. One of them was determined he had to go to Prague to see his family; his 
family was in Prague. In the meantime, they received constant news from Prague over 
various illegal channels and they also received news from our activities there and told me 
about it. And I said, “Right. I’ll come with you to Prague. I need a passport, a Czech 
passport.” And they issued a passport in the name Limogny. So I went with him as an 
employee of the Czech embassy in Poland to Prague. And that was that.  

 Then I left again, when was it, beginning of August.  

Man: Why did you go back? You escape. You are free. You are a former agent. Why did you 
go back? 

Bill: Because all the children and all the papers which related to the children were still in 
Prague and I knew if I wasn’t going back to coordinate the whole thing, none of them 
would get out anymore. It was a simple act of– I knew that I could relatively safely go 
and I also knew that the children were in our homes in Prague, in Jewish homes, and 
sooner or later, they had to be taken away from there because you never know what 
happens to the Jewish families in Prague. Obviously not. So they had to be taken out. I 
knew that the papers were ready from London and that was that.  

Interviewer: When was it you went back from Poland into Prague? 

Bill: That was sometime in the beginning of April.  

Interviewer: When you left, you went to England? In August? 

Bill: I went again over Poland, but this time I went illegally over Poland and from Poland to 
Finland and from Finland to Copenhagen and from there to Holland and from there to 
London.  

Man: You took your old passport back from the Embassy? 

Bill: Yes, you see my old passport was– When I got the Limogny passport, my old passport 
was with the papers of the Czech embassy. When the Czech embassy was dissolved, 
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personnel of the embassy stayed in Poland and kept my papers. That is routine. You 
cannot allow yourself to, at times like that, to carry two passports with different names.  

Man: Why did you go to England? You are a Swiss citizen? 

Bill: That was my row with Switzerland because my uncle—the brother of my father—was 
one of the highest officers in Switzerland and he blamed me for the rest of his life, saying 
I ruined his career. I went to England because I knew that war was coming and I knew 
that I could play a useful part. I had already, before Munich, worked out in Prague for the 
military authorities how to handle German military prisoners in case war came. And of 
course, we were all taking advantage of {unintelligible} before war came. The English 
civil servants, the secret service, were all together and had copies of that. They knew 
about the efforts of the children, to get them out, and they knew my past history and 
naturally they realized that I could play a useful part. And that was that.  

Man: The British asked you to come to England. 

Bill: Oh yes, yeah. That was that.  

Man: Can you give details? What was the difference between the first part—till the 15th of 
March ‘39—and later? 

Bill: What do you mean? 

Man: With your activity? What were the differences? Your activity in Prague? The first time, 
before the Germans entered, and the second time, when the Germans were there? 

Bill: What do you mean? There was no difference in the activity. The only difference existed 
that before the 15th of March, I was located in the Hotel Alcorn and after the 15th of 
March, I was in different apartments with Jewish families because it was quite impossible 
to have an office running in the Alcorn again. It was impossible. I worked from Jewish 
homes and in the home where children were. And that was that.  

 One of the homes with children was by– Oh my god. It’s all gone, the name. 

Man: For people for today, they know that there are a few countries you need a permit or visa 
to go in. But for people today, it’s impossible to imagine that you also need a permit to go 
out. At that time, if you have a permit to go in in England, then all the Czechs they started 
to arrange from the Germans the permit to out.    

Bill: Yeah, it was a time when the new European borders were all closed. It was quite 
impossible for people from Germany who wanted to get out and escape for some reason 
or other because they were adversaries of Nazis. It was quite impossible unless they got 
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out illegally. And the borders were very thoroughly guarded, nearly like the Berlin Wall 
afterwards. Not quite because they didn’t have the necessary time to prepare. But it was– 
As an example, it was nearly impossible to get into Switzerland. To Denmark was also—
the Danish-German frontier was very small. The frontiers of the Scandinavian countries, 
you had to go by boat and that was very difficult because there were constant controls. 
The only borders that were comparatively wide and open were to Czech and to Poland. 
And to Czech was the easier because the border was quite wide. It was difficult, 
mountainous country, wooden country, but that also made it possible to get over. The 
border country to Poland was flat country and was far more difficult. 

 There was another border which was used, and that was between Aachen and 
Netherlands. Maastricht. Aachen and Maastricht. In the years between– before ’39, I was 
for some weeks in Maastricht. And I used the border to Germany over Aachen. Should I 
tell you a funny story of that? 

 You see, I had a Swiss–  A Dutch passport at the time and I had some arrangements to get 
some documents over into Germany, into Aachen. I was in Aachen for some time to 
collect these documents and got them together. So I went on my bicycle and went from 
Maastricht to Aachen. Aachen and Maastricht were quite close together. People usually 
came with buses. And many German people came at that time from Aachen to the Dutch 
countryside and to Maastricht and bought things they couldn’t any longer get in 
Germany. As an example, one of these things was butter. Butter was, in Germany at that 
time, awfully scarce. It was always a slogan {German phrase}.  

 So I went with bicycle. And of course on the frontier, I got stopped. The bus got stopped. 
Everything got stopped. They took us into the customs house there to query. I had my 
Dutch passport. And the others mostly were Germans. At that time, there was an iron 
stove in the customs building. They kept on to ask questions and look at papers. I thought 
to myself, if they see my papers, that’s the end of that. So I looked out and I said to one 
of the German officers, “Excuse me? But did you notice that lady there? That big lady?” 
He said, “What’s the matter with her?” I said, “Why don’t you put her beside the stove, 
then you’ll see what’s the matter.”  He did, and within minutes, she was leaking the 
butter all through her clothes. [laughs] She was of course crying and they were talking to 
her—“You smuggled butter!”—and the chap came to me and said, “Oh thank you very 
much sir. That was very kind of you.” And looked vaguely at my passport. And I had 
such a bad conscience because I knew.  

[END OF INTERVIEW] 
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