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KEY:  
• [brackets] describe action in the interview 
• Italics indicates a word in a foreign language, spelled correctly 
• {italics in bracket} indicates a word in a foreign language that may be incorrect 
• {brackets} indicate indecipherable words 

[FILE: 99_ROK_B_2_WhatSusiPostFilm_06_15_99] 

Susi: I hope I can get to all of your questions, but do fire away. 

Interviewer: What I would really like to know from Susi is how Jewish does she feel, how Christian 
does she feel, in light of the fact that she was brought up to be a Christian. And how do you feel about 
being both? Is it good? Can you cope? 

Susi: Bea, that’s just sort of the question I didn’t really want, but never mind. I know my 
prerogative is to not answer that question but yes I do want to answer that question 
because it’s one of the most difficult things that I grapple with every day, and what I 
found moving really, was when this wonderful gentleman who’s related to me actually 
did this prayer, this Jewish prayer, as he was actually doing it I thought: this really means 
something so much. It’s really a part of me. And then he actually says, how Christian are 
you? I think well, yes, I am a Christian because those were part of my roots. And it isn’t 
like it or not, I can’t actually deny it and I don’t choose to deny it because it was there. Of 
course I feel Jewish. My mother was Jewish and for that I feel very, very honored; and 
yes, I do feel Jewish, but I can’t actually say that I’m not a Christian. And the last part of 
the question, which is most important, as far as I’m concerned, is am I happy with both. 
Yes, I am, because I choose to be happy with both. It’s just much easier.  

Interviewer:  Could I ask another question, not of Susi, but of Susi’s husband? How do you feel? 

[laughter in audience, applause] 

Interviewer: This is the question: was it very difficult to cope with Susi’s newfound Jewishness? 

Susi’s husband: Well the change wasn’t all that sudden; it sort of happened over a period of time and 
little bits of information came to the fore, and I think it wasn’t the Jewish part that caused me some 
difficulty. It was the fact that Susi changed her name I think was the biggest problem, her Christian 
name and her surname, and that was rather somewhat of a blow to my ego, and it was like having a new 
wife, really. I suppose that has its good and its bad sides. But I’m very pleased that Susi has found her 
roots and I’ve had the pleasure over a couple of months of going to New York with Susi and meeting all 
these people in New York, and I thought they were marvelous people. I’m pleased; they made me very, 
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very welcome indeed. And I thought they were human beings. I mean we’re all human beings, aren’t 
we, whatever religion or race we are; we’re all the same.  

Interviewer: Thank you very much. 

Susi: I understand fully how my husband has felt about the change of my name, and I’m sure it must 
apply to many, many of us in this room today; it’s really about identity. And I remember ten years ago 
when we had the 50th reunion, there was quite a focus on identity, and I remember at that time feeling 
very, very lost. The ball had stated to roll, and I was very much with what I was hearing at that point in 
time, that people were getting up and saying they actually hadn’t got an identity, and in some way that 
was a turning point for me because I felt it was so important for me to have an identity, and part of that 
identity was my name. And so gradually, I changed my name from Grace to Susi, and then we had to 
work very hard on my husband to actually get him to agree to back off a bit. But I think I’ve heard him 
say before that, you know, it was much better to go along with me than to not go with me. So, um, we, 
we’ve, we’ve reached a compromise where, you know, when it’s appropriate I use Susi Stockon and 
when I feel I want to because that is my identity; that is the name that I came over to this country with 
60 years ago that was taken from me, and that I’m actually quite angry but actually I do feel angry about 
that. But now I don’t feel angry now that I’ve actually got it back again. So.  

Interviewer: I would like Susi to say just a few words about the book that she has written, the truth.  

Susi: Right, I’ll be very honest and let Inge say what she needs to say. 

Interviewer: Susi, I would just like to know your son’s feelings in all this, how he’s reacted to both his 
parents in this situation. 

Susi: Inge, how would you like for me to answer that question; I mean I don’t think I can and I don’t 
think it’s fair for me to do so. He has a voice of his own and um, I feel very much that he’s had his own 
journey to make and how he feels about it I feel he would need to say. However, now is a good time to 
tell you about Rose’s Child, which is the book. Where is the book? The book Rose’s Child. There is a 
little bit in there actually does feel or did feel when it was written, which was about five years ago. Um, 
that’s to say it’s been a difficult time for us as a family, but it’s been a journey that I think we’ve all 
been pleased to make. Thank you.  

Rose’s Child, um I haven’t got any copies here, at least I have got two if you want to come and grab me, 
but I have got forms on the bookstall stand that if you fill them in you can actually make contact with 
Ivy Torres, who is the publisher, or any good bookshop will actually order it for you, so thank you. 

Interviewer: I know that there are so many questions you would like to ask, but in your black bag, you 
would have your program, and if you look at it you will see that the evening ends at six o’clock, and if 
you look at your watches, you will see that it is six o’clock. She is doing interview for the history 
project, so see her if you want to participate in that. [End of Interview]  
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