
Stella Grünspan Tjajkovski, born in 1923 in Rypin, Poland, talking about growing up in Gdansk, 
Poland, in a big apartment; her father was a rabbi from Odessa who got his PhD in the UK and married 
a non-Jewish Polish woman; all Jews had to leave Gdansk; going to a ghetto; her father died in 
Auschwitz; her mother died of starvation in the concentration camp Stutthof; going to Auchwitz with 
her six year younger sister; living hour by hour, never knowing when they would be picked out for the 
gas chambers; her and her sister being picked out; going into the gas chamber, but remaining by the 
door because she somehow knew she would survive; remembering the panic and women throwing 
themselves on the floor; the gas malfunctioning and all of them being let out again; going to the 
concentration camp Stutthof; meeting her future husband after the war, a non-Jewish man from Poland;  
meeting an English officer who gave her a villa in Neustadt and wanted to take her to the UK, but not 
coming because her Polish boyfriend threatened to commit suicide; her sister having a lung disease and 
spending 4-5 years in hospital in Uttran, Sweden; her sister moving to the UK where she worked as an 
artist and married an evangelical minister; not remembering why and what year she came to Sweden; 
being affected by the antisemitism in Poland after the war; regretting divorcing her Polish husband to 
marry a Jewish man; studying to become a concert pianist in Poland and becoming a professor at 
Musikhogskolan in Gothenburg, Sweden; discussing a quote by her in a newspaper article "Life begins 
every day and the only thing we can influence is the tomorrow."; still living one day at a time; thinking 
she survived by pure chance; not being religious; first not wanting to burden others with her memories, 
but telling her stories in more than a hundred schools in Sweden when being asked; never being afraid 
in the camp because she knew she would survive, perhaps because she was the daughter of a rabbi; 
being depressed because she has no contact with her only son. 
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