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Summary 
 
Zofia Flajszman, born 1928 in Lodz, Poland, discusses her mother Miriam and her father Nathan 
Kolczycki: her father being a pharmacist having his own business; being close to her paternal 
grandmother Hanna; not being religious; having a cousin who was disabled; going to school 
until 5th grade; in 1939, moving to a former orphanage on Holsteinstrasse 15 in the ghetto; 
going to school for one year in the ghetto; finding her own name on a list the USHMM has of 
children in the school; being reunited with one of the classmates in Israel, Bergman; in August 
1944, being sent to Auschwitz Birkenau; being with her mother in Birkenau; being sent to 
Bergen-Belsen without her mother, not knowing how she died; believing her family died in 
August 1944; being sent to work in a weapons factory in Elstig [PH] in October 1944; in April 
1945, 750 women being loaded on a train; the locked train carriages being left outside Berlin; 
on April 20, allied forces bombing the train; only 200 women surviving; being injured in her 
arm; walking in the forest for a few days until meeting Soviet soldiers; the soldiers helping them 
to Beelitz sanatorium, where they stayed for a week; being taken to the hospital by a Soviet 
soldier; on April 27, the German partisan group the Werewolf returning, taking 100 women and 
locking them up in small houses that were bombed; running away towards the forest but being 
shot in the leg; being found by a 17 year old partisan and saying she was Polish; him taking her 
to a air raid shelter where German soldiers, who had taken off their uniforms, were also hiding; 
being terrified, saying she was Polish; 3-4 days later being found and taken to the hospital by 
Soviet soldiers; having surgery at a hospital in Frankfurt; the surgeons putting her femur back 
the wrong way, making the leg 8 cm shorter; sharing room at the hospital with Hitler-Jugend 
girls (Bund Deutscher Mädel); being afraid; returning to Poland, hoping someone in her family 
survived; being the only survivor of 10 in her family; returning to their old apartment, but the 
people who lived there closing the door on her; staying at an orphanage; being found by an 
uncle who had survived in the Soviet Union; meeting her husband Jerzy at the orphanage; 
studying medicine; her husband becoming a journalist; Jerzy losing her job because of 
antisemitism in Poland in 1968; emigrating to Sweden; wanting a better future for her daughter 
who was 7 years old. 
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