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Summary 
 
Elise Reifeisen-Hallin, born 1926 in Dorsten, German, discusses her father Sigmund (Simon) 
Reifeisen; her mother Gertrud Anna Margareta (née Spanjer); being the only child; her 
maternal grandparents living in Gelsenkirchen; her parents running clothing and textile stores; 
her father having studied law; her father having been a prisoner of war, with American 
prisoners, in the Soviet Union after the First World War; her parents meeting by an 
arrangement between Jewish congregations; her mother’s family from Herford having been in 
Germany since leaving Spain during the Inquisition; her father speaking German, English, Polish, 
Russian and Hungarian; her parents not being religious but having a Jewish identity; 
Essunerstrasse; in 1938, their landlord on Esssunerstrasse not being allowed to rent to Jews and 
moving further out from the center; going to a Catholic Convent School since that was the best 
school; not seeing herself as Jewish, preferring Catholicism; having mostly non-Jewish friends; 
in October 1938, being deported to Poland; traveling to the border town Zbąszyń (Bentschen in 
German), via Essen; staying one night in the stables at a former military base, with thousands of 
other deportees; renting beds from a Polish family; being granted a temporary return to 
Germany to settle business, in March 1939; staying in Germany with her grandmother in 
Gelsenkirchen, who had to share her apartment with a German family; going to a Jewish school, 
before it was forced to close after a few months; her parents trying to get a visa to the US 
where her father had family; her mother having relatives in Sweden; being sent to Vanersborg 
in Sweden with a children transport; her parents staying in Germany; writing letters to her 
parents; her father being sent to a labor camp where he worked as a translator; her parents 
being sent to Auschwitz; later hearing her father died before his mother, during a transport; her 
parents having died in 1944; Elise staying with a school teacher in Vanersborg; not wanting the 
teacher and her husband to adopt her; her foster parents and another family having tried to get 
her parents out of Germany. 
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