
Zelman Rosenberg was born in Edinet, Romania in 1919. He was the youngest of 7 (6 boys and 1 
girl). There was a 10-year difference between him and the sibling before him. The Rosenberg 
Family had a successful soap factory in Edinet, which they closed down in 1940 after the 
Russians occupied Bessarabia. In June of 1940, the family moved to Chernowitz (Chernivtsi), 
where they continued to make soap. 
 
Zelman’s recounts his family’s imprisonment, and how they were taken to a martial court. His 
family’s agreement to teach the court’s president and the colonel's wife, who was a chemist 
and soap maker, how to make soap out of sunflower oil, while resources to make soap were 
scarce. This saved his family from being sent to Transnistria. 
 
He recounts another story in which we was to be drafted to the Russian Army, but because 
Hitler attacked the Russians, the Russians retreated and he no longer had to serve in the 
Russian army. He then recounts being sent to do forced labor, by working in a mine and 
building highways and bunkers with the stone, while his family was forced to make soap in 
Chernowitz. [According to documents on Yad Vashem's website, he was sent to work in 
Falticeni in 1942. According to the papers he filled out for reparations, he began in Falticeni, 
went to Causani, Pascani, and then to Doaga.] 
 
After being liberated from Doaga and after the war, his family left Chernowitz for Bucharest. 
Zelman went to be with his family in Bucharest. He married Jeana Paves, and in 1950 moved to 
Israel while the rest of his family had gone to Colombia between 1947 and 1948. They chose 
Colombia because of one of Zelman's brothers went to Bogota, Colombia in 1928 and stayed 
there. After spending 6 months in Israel, he and his wife moved to Bogota, Colombia. In Bogota, 
the Rosenberg brothers rebuilt their successful soap factory, until the factory was sold in 1991. 
 
All his brothers have passed and Zelman passed on Feb. 8th 2011. He is buried in Israel. 
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