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00 00 Mark: Mark Bass. It’s Russian, he won’t be able to… (Interviewer). The war 

with Germany began on June 22, 1941. I enlisted as a volunteer on July 18, 
1941. (Interviewer). The war with Germany began on June 22, 1941. I wasn’t 
drafted, but I was eager to go to the front.  

 
00 32 I was so eager to go to the front that I learned to drive a motorcycle over a 

few days. As soon as I got a driver’s licence I was enlisted immediately. The 
date was July 18, i.e. less than a month after the war began. 

 
00 55 I was sent to Moscow Reserve Motorcycle Regiment. I was appointed a driving 

instructor, because I was a Muscovite and could drive. Our contingent was 
tractor and combine drivers from the country side, and inexperienced too. I 
had to teach them how to drive a motorcycle. 

 
01 21 Once a captured BMW motorcycle came in from the front. They brought it to 

us in a container. Moscow bike factory was reequipped to manufacture 
motorcycles. I was involved in that, testing the motorcycles in front of officers 
from the Ministry of Defence,  

 
01 55 at that time it was called a People’s Commissariat of Defence. The Germans 

approached Moscow and our regiment was evacuated to the Urals. The 
regiment was reformed into Moscow Detached Motorcycle Battalion. The chief 
of the staff of battalion took me on as his driver, as I was an experienced 
driver knowing Moscow very well.  

 
02 19 The chief of the staff of our battalion took me on as his driver. I was driving 

him on the motorcycle. At that time the Germans got very close to Moscow. 
We were trained for city street fighting as the Germans were expected to 
capture Moscow.         

 
02 40 We were being alerted several times a night. The motorcycles were parked on 

the street. It was freezing cold – 30 degrees Celsius. Turning  a motorcycle 
on when it’s freezing cold was so hard that we were getting wet from sweat.  

 
03 05 Irrespective of that, we were driving to where the Germans were about to 

break through. We were being sent to Naro-fominsk, Volokolamsk, 
Maloyaroslavets, Tula, and Podolsk. That lasted until November – December 
’41, during the fierce fighting near Moscow.  

 
03 38 We had very poor clothing: trench coats and boots if lucky. It was so freezing 

cold that we were frostbitten all over: hands, feet, everything. The food was 
very poor: frozen potatoes and a small pot of a so-called soup for 2. The 
bread ration was limited.  

 
04 10 We were almost half-starving. (Interviewer). I want to apologize: I’m a poor 

speaker. I have never had an experience making speeches (laughs) 
(Interviewer). We were being trained for the street fighting in Moscow. We 
were being alerted at the night time. 

 
04 40 We were sleeping with our cloths on: the boots, the trench coats, and the 

rifles – so that we wouldn’t forget to take the rifle if alerted when half-awake. 
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We didn’t have enough sleep. Beside being undernourished, we didn’t have 
enough sleep. 

 
05 03 We were being sent on missions all the time. We had to drive in any weather: 

open motorcycles and a poor clothing, frostbitten hands and feet…During one 
of the missions I got under bombing. There were bombings every night. The 
bomb fell so close I was thrown away and lost my consciousness.  

 
05 35 My ear was bleeding. I got a concussion. The rifle was broken, the motorcycle 

too. It was a miracle I survived. A truck driver picked me up and drove to a 
hospital. After the hospital I was sent to Voronezh Front, Soviet Army winter 
offensive of ’42.  

 
06 12 That’s when our army started pushing the Germans away from Moscow. Lots 

of troops arrived, lots of troops from Siberia, and the winter offensive started. 
I participated in that offensive: Kantemirovka, Rossosh, Valuyki, Belgorod, 
Kharkov and half of Ukraine’s territory.  

 
06 45 I was a private soldier and a submachine gunner. Later I was sent to the 

guards working for Assistant Commander-in-Chief of the Front, lieutenant 
general Kozlov. I made it to Kharkov. We had to surrender Kharkov for the 
second time. 

 
07 09  Afterwards I was sent to the Far East, because a war with Japan was brewing 

at the time. When I arrived there I got sick with typhoid fever. In fact I 
wasn’t sick with that illness, when by mistake I was sent to the infectious 
disease department.   

 
07 38 I caught it there. Obviously spots were not available at the hospital. My 

condition was grave: I was half-dead. I spent two months at the hospital. 
After the hospital I served in Transbaikalia. Despite the fact that I didn’t have 
special education I was promoted to an officer’s rank – as an exception and  
by the order of Chief personnel officer of the Red Army, colonel general 
Golikov. 

 
08 20 I was appointed as an adjutant for assistant commander-in-chief of the Front 

and as an officer at large. Obviously I had the abilities for that. Our troops 
were positioned in Mongolia. I travelled all over Mongolia: Tumen, 
Tantsagbulak, Ugodzerhi, Khamardaba – we were preparing for the war with 
Japan. 

 
08 53 When the war with Japan started I was in Manchuria: Chanchun, Mugden, and 

Kharbin. All the documents belonging to the Kwantung Army’s HQ were 
captured. I was appointed to escort those documents to the HQ of 
Transbaikalia Front. Besides, all the valuables were on the plane. I was on 
that plane flying to the Front HQ.  

 
09 29   When the bank was being loaded on the plane, a soldier dropped a box with 

the valuables. The plane got delayed for 1 hour until they sorted everything 
out. In Chita I boarded on Marshall Malinovsky personal plane “Douglas” to 
escort the documents to Moscow. 
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10 05 Those were the documents captured from the Kwantung Army’s HQ. A KGB 
men was on board the plane. We departed in the morning to arrive in Moscow 
the next day. We had only one refuelling stopover. The KGB man got on bus 
with the documents. I stayed there as after a medical commission I was given 
a voucher for a sanatorium “Kuldur”.  

 
10 44 I decided to exchange it for a stay in Moscow as Moscow was my home town. 

After the vacation I was supposed to retire and be transferred to the reserve. 
However Assistant Commander-in-Chief didn’t want to let me go. My dossier 
was kept until February. 

 
11 12 It was December and I wasn’t yet retired and transferred to the reserve. 

Colonel Fedorov wrote a letter requesting for my dossier. Eventually I got 
demobilized in February, ’46. During the war, in ’44, I escorted an American 
ambassador.  

 
11 37 He flew from Moscow to Teheran via Baku. In Baku I left the plane and took a 

train to Tbilisi where I had a special assignment: escorting a special train car 
from Tbilisi to Gorky via Moscow. I had an important letter written by the 
commander of railway forces to all military commandants and railway station 
commandants.  

 
12 19 The letter requested for assistance to be provided to lieutenant Bass in 

coupling and uncoupling the train car on the way from Tbilisi to Gorky via 
Moscow. Afterwards I got back to the troops to stay until the war with Japan 
ended in December. 

 
12 46 I was demobilized in February. That’s how my military career ended. There 

were many “adventures”. A plane I was on crashed at Voronezh Front. At that 
time our AF used U-2 planes made of plywood. German prisoners used to ask 
“What kind of planes you have, throwing grenades into windows?” 

 
13 14 That was an independent AF unit made of female aviators, called “Night 

witches”. They flew those small planes at night, tying together a bunch of 
grenades, flying by the villages where the Germans were stationed and 
throwing the grenades at those small village huts. 

 
13 48 When I was on board of one of such planes our plane crashed because a 

Messerschmitt tagged after us. That winter of ’43 was snowy. All the roads 
were covered with snow. Our planes couldn’t take off without the fuel. But the 
fuel tanks got stuck in the snow.  

 
14 12 They were stuck in snow with nobody to clear the roads, nobody in the 

villages to assist with clearing the roads, except women, old women and 
children. That was why the commanders used those small planes. One day I 
was sent to the Front Staff HQ to deliver a special package. 

 
14 36 On my way back…Oh, the Germans found out that the commanders were 

using those planes, because using a car wouldn’t work. On our way back a 
Messerschmitt followed us. We crashed near village Petushki. The plane was 
smashed. We were pulled out by the pilot and mechanic who broke the 
passenger visor to pull us out. I was lucky to survive. 
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15 13 There were different episodes during the war. War is not an easy business: 

bombings, shelling, raids, night trips. I was on the last tank when we 
surrendered Kharkov – the Germans were in the city already. After the war I 
was on disability, 2nd category. 

 
15 43 A war invalid, 2nd category. A 2 wars’ veteran.  What is left for me now? Just 

to live as long as God wishes me to. I have been in 2 wars, a war invalid, I 
have 5 prosthetics on. I have been injured all over. I am so grateful to 
Canada for welcoming us…  

 
16 11 … and supporting us all those years we have been living here. However we 

feel hurt after Harper’s government issued an act recognizing other countries’ 
war vets, it’s been more than 6 months now and still there are no results. We 
translated and sent in all the required documents. I have all the documents,  

 
16 44 …including the hospital papers, awards papers and documents proving that I 

participated in combat actions during WWII. Still there is no result. We live 
and hope (chuckles). (Interviewer). I want you to know that it’s not the 
money that matter, it’s that I have 5 prosthetics, I was contused, I have 
impaired hearing, I need a hearing aid. 

 
17 15 I have orthopaedic socks and shoes. I have abdominal supports. It costs 

money. Just a little money to support us and to live a decent life as long as 
God wishes. (Chuckles). (Interviewer: tell us about your medals) They all cost 
me blood. There are 3 more medals that were not delivered to me.  

 
17 58 I got a letter from Israel saying that I am going to receive a medal. 

Unfortunately I was away. I have the document, but the medal wasn’t 
delivered to me. One more order – Order of Patriotic War I was awarded for 
the Voronezh Front. 

 
18 21 I have an order document. I didn’t get it. (Interviewer). All of them are dear 

to me. I appreciate the Canadian medal I was awarded here in Canada. 
(Interviewer). I have Order of Patriotic War, 1st class. This order is only given 
to those who participated in combat action.  

 
18 50 This badge: 1st Guards Tank Army. I was in this army during the war. I have 

many invitations for vets meetings. I knew the 1st Guards Tank Army back in 
Moscow, when the future marshal was a lieutenant colonel. I delivered a 
package to him when he was in Naro-Fominsk.  

 
19 17 He passed away, twice Hero of the Soviet Union, tank marshal Mikhail 

Efimovich Katukov. When I was in Moscow I visited his grave. He went 
through the entire war. He was a very well known marshal. This badge is 1st 
Guards Tank Army. I have the documents for all my medals. I saved them all 
when leaving Russia. 

 
19 47 The authorities not allowing the vets to take their medals and medal 

documents  with them. the embassy of Israel forwarded them in a diplomatic 
pouch. I got them all in Israel. I have documents for each and every medal 
and order.  
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20 05 One more document: greetings from the USSR Minister of Defence Grechko. 

There were many other ministers after he retired. This medal [shows]after 
the war I worked for 20 years at Moscow State University. This medal is for 
Labour Merit.  

 
20 32 This is not a combat medal. Here it is. [looks at medal] This one is for Labour 

Merit, after 20 years’ work, they put up my pictures, I had many 
commendations and incentives.  

 
20 49 Every medal and order is valuable. They didn’t come easy to me. My best 

years – 5 years – best years of my life I spent at the front. When I enlisted I 
was younger than 18. (Interviewer). This one? Yes, during the war there 
weren’t persecutions.  

 
21 32 Living in Moscow before the war was worse. They didn’t like the Jews. My 

grandfather was a religious Jew, being kosher all his life. They used to 
observe the holidays secretly. During the war…I can’t say… I wasn’t any 
different from others. 

 
21 52 I was same as everyone else. I wasn’t a coward, a crook or a liar. I was 

honestly doing my job. I can’t be reproached with anything. Even very high 
commanders, general, marshals that I met… Marshal Astakhov, chief of civil 
aviation put me on a plane to accompany an American ambassador. 

 
22 26 He was the only one on that plane. Marshal Vasilevsky used to come to us. 

Khrushchev before he became President. I was one of them. I used to be 
given very important assignments. I didn’t undergo anything like that.  

 
22 54 All the soldiers were the same, eating from one pot, sleeping in the same 

room… honestly there wasn’t anything wrong there. Well they used to infringe 
a little. There were many Jews – Heroes of the Soviet Union. However the 
information about them wasn’t open for public.  

 
23 21 During the Stalin era my brother was in prison for 10 year for no reason. My 

father was in prison for 5 years during the Stalin era, also for no reason. The 
oppression existed during the peace time rather than during the war. We 
were afraid to speak Yiddish.  

 
23 49 We were shy to speak Yiddish, because that was misapprehended. Jews were 

always mistreated. When applying for a job there was a form to be filled in, 
the fifth line was “nationality”. There was a joke about it. A Jew was applying 
for a job. When filling out the form he wrote in the fifth line: “So what?”   
  

24 19 He wrote: “So what?” instead of his nationality (laughs). As soon as they 
found out a person was a Jew this person was denied employment under 
various pretexts and excuses. They used to say: “Call us or come later” or 
“The position is not available anymore”. 

 
24 37 That was very noticeable during the peace time. That was not the case during 

the war. The war made people close to each other. Hardships make people 
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close to each other leaving no place for oppression. That’s what I can say: I 
didn’t undergo anything like that.  

 
25 09 On the contrary, I used to help the Jews. I demobilized them when the war 

was over. They used to come to me. I occupied a high position, having my 
possibilities. They used to come to me saying “Mark, ratevenich”. Do you 
speak Yiddish? No? 

 
25 32 “Abisele. Ratavas” – “Save me”. I demobilized them. I did good to many 

Jews. Russians were good to me too, very good. I never infringed upon their 
interests to make myself look good. I was the same as everyone else. We had 
to adapt to life. 

 
26 02  I apologize for not being a good speaker. (voices) I have never made a 

speech before. I have never in my life been a Komsomol or a party member. I 
was pushed to join, but I never… not even been to any party meetings. 

 
26 24 I used to run away from meetings. (Interviewer: One more question) No 

problem. (Interviewer Aviva: do you understand me?) Not exactly. I didn’t 
have a feeling…I was like everyone else. You know it’s only human to adapt to 
new conditions. 

 
26 55 All you had to do was to be invisible, to be like everyone else. I was the same 

as everyone, I didn’t have the feeling…Being honest, decent and reliable used 
to let me live like everyone else. I didn’t feel the difference during the war.  

 
27 26 No, I don’t think so. When I lived in Russia, we used to get together to 

celebrate the Victory Day. We were the same then. The problem was not 
during the war, but during the peace time. More so, the government 
encouraged that. 

 
27 53 Stalin was trying to annihilate the Jews. Before the war he annihilated all the 

military leaders – the Jews, and very distinguished military leaders too! 
Blucher, Mekhlis, and marshal…what’s his name… the entire top brass… 

 
28 20 … he executed all the military leaders before the war. The army was deprived 

of its leaders before the war, beheaded. He annihilated all the military 
leaders. After the war he was preparing echelons to deport all the Jews from 
Moscow. 

 
28 51 That I know for sure. There were lists of all the Jews to be deported from 

Moscow. He put everyone in prison. The medical doctors, big names, 
distinguished doctors who worked for the government in Kremlin. He accused 
them of treachery and executed by shooting. 

 
29 13 It was so obvious during the peace time. As I mentioned Jews had problems 

getting good jobs. It was obvious. That was not the case during the war. I 
can’t say. I didn’t feel that. (Interviewers) It wasn’t open for public. Nobody 
knew anything.  

 
29 50  There were many Heroes of the Soviet Union. There is a book written by one 

of our veterans. More than a hundred Heroes of the Soviet Union: aviators, 
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tank men, artillery men and intelligence men. I had a friend, Nathan Kibrik, a 
Muscovite. His father, a factory manager before the war, was a civilian 
soldier, you know they were not professional soldiers. All civilians were 
drafted and sent to the front… 

 
30 32 …with no arms, they were all killed there! His father was killed too. He was an 

intelligence man, Nathan Kibrik. He had so many decorations there was no 
place on his chest to put them all. He was always sent on the most important 
missions. 

 
30 51 He was a strong and sturdy guy. Once he captured a German and didn’t bring 

him to the HQ because the German started calling him “Yude, yude, yude”. 
He couldn’t stand it and killed the German. When his commander found out 
that he hadn’t brought him to the HQ he put him in prison. 

 
31 16 Because they needed a “Yazyk” (a prisoner who will talk). He was kept in 

prison for awhile. His commander called him and said “If you bring me a 
German… you were recommended for an award… I’m going to give you one 
more medal and you’ll be out of prison”.  

 
31 40 He went for it. He stayed 24 hours in the bushes and brought a German 

officer, a Yazyk, carrying him in a sack on his shoulders. He was given all his 
medals back. After the war he became a lawyer as you call them. He was 
admitted to the University without examinations. 

 
32 11 That was one of the episodes. During the peace time the Jews were not 

promoted or rewarded, on the contrary, they were restricted in many ways 
which was not the case during the war, not that I felt it.  

 
32 30 The Jews distinguished themselves despite the stereotype “all the Jews fought 

in Tashkent”. You know Tashkent was far, far away from the front. In reality 
we now know that so many Jews were Heroes of the Soviet Union.  

 
32 48 I knew many Jews in the army who were honest soldiers. That was the policy 

then. (Interviewer) Everyone was drafted to the army; no matter what 
nationality – Russians, Ukrainians, Kazakh – everyone was drafted. 

 
33 10 They drafted everyone. But everyone used to be different. Some of the 

Russians surrendered and deserted. You may have seen it on TV or in movies. 
You remember a popular movie “Shtrafbat” (battalion of military offenders).  

 
33 32 A Russian language movie. Those who had been captured as POWs, I wouldn’t 

envy them. They were put into prison: “Why did you let them capture you?” 
He was wounded, that’s why. He wasn’t able to escape. Once he was captured 
he was “enemy of the people”.  

 
33 52 When he got back to Russia he was put into prison as a traitor. When Stalin’s 

son was captured, the Germans wanted to exchange him for a German 
general POW. Stalin answered: “We don’t have POWs in the USSR”. He gave 
up on his son! 
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34 22 That was an example of persecutions. It used to happen irrespective of one’s 
nationality. In my opinion the Jews behaved honourably. I can tell for the 
people I know. Now that the archives are getting opened…Leonid Sheinker 
has a book published. 

 
34 52 He wrote a book. He was collecting, when in Israel, materials about the Jews 

– Heroes of the Soviet Union. They were aviators, tank men, artillery men, 
intelligence men – all arms of military service. All of them were honest 
servicemen. I am not aware of any Jew who was a traitor. 

 
35 15 No, I’m not. On the contrary, in the army… I can…er I can speak German a 

little, it’s similar to Yiddish. Besides, I studied it at school, German as a 
foreign language was more widely spread than English.  

 
35 41 When German prisoners were interrogated I was called to translate, I 

interpreted using a dictionary. I didn’t feel it while in the army. (Interviewer) 
My losses? Yes, significant losses. During an attack I saw lots of dead bodies, 
so many dead bodies that they didn’t have enough time to remove them from 
fields. 

 
36 11 Both Germans and ours. There were different losses, I’m not sure… I consider 

myself a lucky man. I should have been killed 10 times, I crashed with an 
airplane. In Kharkov, I was sent to deliver a package to Belgorod. I got under 
Junkers – 88  bombing. It was flying overhead firing at us, I could hardly get 
out of a car.  

 
36 49 There were different incidents. When at Kharkov Tractor Plant we were lodged 

in a house. Later they told us to go to the basement. When we left the 
basement in the morning we saw heaps of bricks, all that was left of the 
house.  

 
37 09 Heaps of bricks were all that was left of the house. I was there just an hour 

before. There were many episodes like this. Everything was hard; we were 
cold and hungry. The best years of my life were spent in the war. 
(Interviewer). Me personally? 

 
37 34 I can’t say anything specific. Everything in the war is an effort. Hard 

moments…I don’t know what to say specifically…As I mentioned I should have 
been killed 10 times – dangerous moments. I survived and I consider myself 
a lucky man.       

 
38 00 I have gone through 2 wars. I lost my health. I am an invalid. What can I do? 

That’s my fate. There were many moments. I’m not sure which one was more 
important. What’s the scariest? You get used to shells and bullets. The 
scariest is when you’re nearly starving and freezing. 50 degrees freezing cold! 

 
38 42 Very poorly clothed, that’s what was scary, getting back to those memories 

for the rest of my life. I’m not sure which moment was the most important. 
The war was a nightmare. It’s difficult to single out moments. Just think of it, 
how a man goes through the war and survives. 

 
39 10 (Interviewer) Thank you! Thank you! 
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End of interview.  
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