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File 975_5168 
Duration 2:35 
 
00 00 (background conversation) (Alexandr: introduce yourself) 00 15 
 
00 15 My name is Lazar Markovich Chukhovich. I was born in Tashkent city, 

Uzbekistan on November 13, 1926. I was born into a family…my mother 
hadn’t even secondary school education. 00 40 

 
00 40 My father had only 4 grades. My family weren’t workers. They were quite 

intelligent. My father was a bookkeeper. My mother was a typist. Later she 
completed a stenography program and got a job as typist/stenographer. 01 
10 

 
01 10 She used to write down congress sessions, as a stenographer/typist. That is 

she was a literate and competent person. All her schooling was just 9 grades. 
That was what her education was like. 01 31 

 
01 31 I was brought up according to the spirit of the time. I loved my country. 

Everyone I knew was the same: we were eager to go and fight in the war 
when the war began. 01 55 

 
01 55 I enlisted in the army after finishing grade 9th. True, I didn’t finish grade 9 in 

Tashkent. I went to grade 9 in town Kharzhili, Karakalpak Autonomous 
Republic. My father worked as an accounting auditor. 02 26 

 
02 26 He was sent to Khadzhili where he had…    
 
02 35 End of file.  
 
File 975 5169 
Duration: 39:42 
 
00 00  (background conversation) (Alexandr: so you went to Karakalpakia) 
  00 11 
 
00 11 Karakalpakia, Khadzhili town. I went to school, grade 9th there. I was a 

9th grade student. I went to the military commissariat and I told them I 
wanted to be trained to serve in the army. 00 29 

 
00 29 I was admitted to the “Vsevobuch” program (general military 

instruction). I took a 110 hour program and I got a sniper’s instruction 
there. After that I took an 80 hour program for a heavy machine 
gunner instruction. 00 49 

 
00 49  After that I was used as a leader and a commander. First I was a 

squad and later a platoon commander. By the end of the program I 
was promoted to a mortar company commander when, after the flood, 
we were sent to rebuild canal “Leningyab”. 01 13 
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01 13 There was a big team working 30 km outside of Khadzhili town. 
Farmers from nearby villages were gathered to work on rebuilding the 
canal. We were working on rebuilding dams to stop water from coming 
out of the canal. 01 31 

 
01 31 We received information… I had friends who were my class mates who 

shared my ideas. They were eager to enlist in the army. I wasn’t 
supposed to enlist before I was 17 years old. 01 52 

 
01 52 As I said, I was born in November. And in November a letter came 

saying that at this time we would be permitted to enlist in the army. 
When we were told that we could go to the military commissariat to 
enlist, we ran all the 30 km to the office. 02 12 

 
02 12 We were several guys. In November we went to the army. However it 

wasn’t the way we dreamt. I dreamt to become a pilot. Other guys 
wanted to be tank men. 02 31 

 
02 31 We ended up in a sniper school. It was 20th district school for excellent 

shooters for sniper instruction at Middle Asia Military District. At first 
the school was located in Iolatan town, Turkmen Republic. 02 53 

 
02 53 Afterwards it was relocated to Kushka town. You must have heard 

about Kushka which was the southernmost point of the Soviet Union. 
That was where I finished the program at the sniper school. 03 10 

 
03 10 I finished the program with honours. They wanted me to stay and 

serve as a junior commander. I demonstrated an excellent progress. It 
was an interesting program studying military equipment. 03 31 

 
03 31 I was allowed to disassemble a sniper’s rear sight which only gunner 

officers were allowed to do. I was trusted to disassemble a sniper’s 
rear sight. 03 48 

 
03 48 When I found out that they wanted me to stay at the school, I went to 

see the school director and I told him that I strongly opposed to 
staying at the school. I didn’t enlist in the army to work as a school 
instructor. I wanted to fight against the Nazis.  04 09 

 
04 09 After that I was sent to the front with the second echelon. In late 

August, ’44 I was sent to the 3rd Ukrainian Front. I started my service 
in 41st Guards Division. 04 44 

 
04 44 I stayed in the same division throughout my army service, except for 

the time spent at the hospital. After the war my commanders wanted 
to send me to the officers advanced training courses. 05 04 

 
05 04 The courses were in the city of Kharkov, Kiev Military District. And so I 

was sent there. I haven’t mentioned that when I was wounded in 
December ’44… which was a minor leg injury I was recuperating fast. 
05 38 
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05 38 When I was at the convalescent battalion at the hospital I asked them 
to send me to my unit once they got a request from 41st Guards 
Division, 124 regiment. I asked them to send me there without even 
removing the bandaging from my leg. 05 57 

 
05 57 After the New Year Eve party my division’s representatives came to our 

hospital. I was told that my request could be satisfied. I said: “I would 
be glad to go”. 06 22 

 
06 22 And so I was taken to my old regiment. When they saw me at the 

regiment headquarters everyone started calling me to join their units: 
“Come to us, we have mortars. We fire from behind a cover. 06 39 

 
06 39 “It’s safer than infantry”. But I was an infantry officer. I was a sniper. 

When I came to my platoon commander… I brought a photo of my 
platoon commander…06 59 

 
06 59 His name was Itskovich. When he saw me he said: “Go and take the 

command of the platoon”. I was just 18 years old. In fact my 
subordinates… I was the youngest among them. 07 32 

 
07 23 But there was nothing I could do about that. I had to take the 

command over the platoon. It was in January, ’44. The war was about 
to end. 07 38 

 
07 38 In February we liberated Budapest, that was on February 13. On April 

13 we captured Vienna. The year was ’45. I was promoted from a 
private to a sublieutenant. 08 06 

 
08 06 An order came from 4th Guards Army to award me the rank of Guards 

Sublieutenant. Thus I continued my army service as an officer. When 
the war ended we were outside of the city Waidhofen, Austria. 08 25 

 
08 25 We met with American units on May 8th. We moved to the outskirts of 

Waidhofen right away. Later we moved closer to the town of 
Neunkirchen near Vienna. 08 51 

 
08 51 That was where we served until…what were they called…the occupying 

troops… so we moved to the Soviet territory, the city of Uman, 
Ukraine. 09 22 

 
09 22 I continued my service as a platoon commander. True, our Rifle 

Division was renamed to Motor Rifle Division. We had fewer men in our 
platoon. We had just… I had 12 men in my platoon. 09 46 

 
09 46 4 men in a squad. Afterwards I was told that because I didn’t have a 

specialized military college education they had to send me to the  
advanced program for training Soviet Army officers. 10 13 

 
10 13 And so I made a decision… rather my commanders made a decision to 

send me to the advanced training program. I was sent to the city of 
Kharkov. 10 26 
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10 26 And so I started my studies at the officers advanced training program. 

Soon a letter came from my parents. They were gravely ill. My mother 
and father were bedridden. 10 50 

 
10 50 My younger brother was on his own. He was a high school student, 

grade 7 or 8, rather grade 8. I had never visited my family in all the 
time I was in the army. 11 12 

 
11 12 I was in touch with them. But this time my parents were on their 

deathbed. My mother had gone through 3  cancer surgeries. My father 
was ill since ’37 when he was told that he hadn’t got long to live. 11 36 

 
11 36 However doctors in Tashkent found a treatment for him so he was able 

to move and work somehow. By the time I was at the advanced 
training program he was unable to move and work. 11 56 

 
11 56 When I returned from the army I found out that he was wearing a 

metal corset to hold his head and let him walk and move somehow. 12 
14 

 
12 14 The program administration was very reluctant to let me go and see 

my parents. They told me that they had their curriculum and they 
couldn’t give me a day’s long vacation. 12 23 

 
12 23 I applied several times… my parent had sent me medical reports 

proving that they were ill. The reports were certified by District 
Executive Council and District Military Commissariat. 12 39 

 
12 39 The reports stated that they were so ill they were unable to get up 

from bed. The program administration didn’t take the report into 
consideration 

 
12 49 At some point a commission from Kiev came to the program. The 

commission was headed by a general. I came to see the general. I 
gave him my application stating that my parents were gravely ill and I 
was unable to study and grasp the material 13 10 

 
13 10 I knew that my parents were about to die. So the general persuaded 

the program administrators that it didn’t make sense to keep me from 
visiting my parents. 13 28 

 
13 28 They asked me if I was ok if they dismissed me as inapt to the position 

held. I said I didn’t care whatever reason they chose. I had to see my 
parents before they died. 13 41 

 
13 41 I was dismissed and sent to my old unit where I stayed until my 

dismissal papers arrived. 13 54 
 
13 54 The dismissal papers arrived early in ’47. I returned to Tashkent. I 

found my parents alive. My mother never got up from bed. My father 
started to work part time a little, just a little. 14 25 
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14 25 That was how my military career ended. I had to think about my future 

life. My schooling was just 9 grades. I went… there was a Middle Asia 
Polytechnic Institute in Tashkent. 14 50 

 
14 50 There was a preparatory program at the Institute for people like me. 

They taught us the material from 8 and 9 grades of high school. We 
covered the curriculum of 3 grades: 8th, 9th, and 10th grades. 15 10 

 
15 10 Grade 10th was entirely new for me. It was in February. February, 

March and April… come May I had to take exams. We took exams at a 
general-education women’s school in Tashkent. 15 30 

 
15 30 I went over grades 8 and 9 and learnt grade 10 which was entirely new 

to me. I passed the exams with good results. 15 46 
 
15 46 Afterwards I was thinking of enrolling in Energy Department of 

Polytechnic Institute. But my class mate from 1 to 8 grades who was in 
Architectural Department of the said Institute said: “Listen you have a 
good drawing skills, right?” 16 12 

 
16 12 I said to him: “Yes. That’s true”. “In this case why don’t you enrol in 

the Architecture program?” I talked to the admission councillor at the 
Polytechnic Institute. 16 24 

 
16 24 I said I was advised to go to the Architecture Department. “Oh, so you 

draw well?” he said. “Then there’s no question! Go to the Architecture 
Department. Rather go to the Architecture Department, Civil 
Engineering Faculty”. 16 39 

 
16 39 And so I ended up a student of Civil Engineering Faculty, Architecture 

Department. I studied for 6 years. Being an excellent student I was 
awarded grants for 5 years. 16 57 

 
16 57 After graduation from the Institute I was sent to work… as my parents 

were ill… I was sent to work as a construction foreman at a 
construction trust. 17 20 

 
17 20 I started working in construction. During my work in construction I 

wasn’t too busy and so I used to help workers model… I mean the 
workers who did the finishing work…plaster workers… sculptors, etc.17 
47 

 
17 47 I helped them to do the finishing. There were capitals made before I 

came to work there. The project author was Tashkent city Head 
Architect.  18 10 

 
18 10 He said they weren’t good, they needed to be redone. So I had to cut 

columns and balconies made of concrete in order to correct whatever 
was wrong with them. 18 32 
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18 32 The city Architect told me: “You did what I had thought wasn’t possible 
to do”. After awhile he helped me get an architect’s job at 
“Tashgiprogor” design institute. 19 00 

 
19 00 At that time it was called “Tashgorproekt”. Later it was renamed to 

“Tashgiprogor”. And so I took a designer’s job. I worked there until 
retirement. 19 12 

 
19 12 I stayed there when I reached the retirement age. I was awarded a 

merit pension. That was what my life was like. 19 33 
 
19 33 (Alexandr: Your decorations) 19 40: My decorations? I divide my 

decorations into 3 categories: for merits, for participation and for 
surviving. 19 54 

 
19 54 For merits: Order of the Red Star (here), this one is for combat 

involvement, this one is for how I was involved at the front. 20 11 
 
20 11     Here are the badges: this one for Tashkent builder and Dagestan 

builder. These are not medals. These weren’t awarded by the 
government. These were given to me by local administration of 
Tashkent and Dagestan Autonomous Republic. 20 40 

 
20 40 And this one is from Russia. These were given to me for designing the  

projects and for elimination of an earth quake consequences in 
Tashkent and Dagestan. 20 53 

 
20 53 A block of buildings in Makhachkala was build by my design. The block 

is called “Uzbekistan”. True, I don’t know what it is called now. 
Everything could be changed. 21 09 

 
21 09 Both Uzbekistan and Russia have changed, and Dagestan has changed 

all the more. People are treated in a different way now. When I was 
told that I had to go to Dagestan, they asked me: “Will you go?” 21 25 

 
21 25 “Of course I will”. And so we went for reconnaissance exploration of an 

area where the block was to be built. That was Uzbekistan’s gift to 
Dagestan, Russia. 21 40 

 
21 40 That was a gift because during the Tashkent earth quake, you might 

have heard about it, we rebuilt Tashkent with the help of the whole 
country. 21 55 

 
21 55 The people came from Russia, Ukraine and all the Caucasian republics. 

That is each republic contributed into rebuilding Tashkent. Same 
happened in other republics that had had natural disasters. 22 16 

 
22 16 That was the Soviet Union. (You mentioned the third group of medals) 

I will tell you about that. 22 26 
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22 26 The second group of medals is for involvement. This medal was given 
to me for capturing Budapest. This one is for capturing Vienna. That 
would be it. 22 43 

 
22 43 The rest were given to me for surviving. Almost all of these medals… 

oh, this one is for 150th anniversary of… for valorous work to 
commemorate Lenin’s 150th anniversary. 23 04 

 
23 04 Rather, Lenin’s 100th anniversary. This medal is for merits. One of the 

medals is for valorous work. Here it is, the medal for valorous work. 
Oh and this one is called “Veteran of Work”. 23 28 

 
23 28 Practically this is for surviving. I don’t consider this medal as an award 

for merits. It’s just for surviving. These medals: 50th anniversary of the 
Soviet Army, 60th anniversary of the Soviet Army, 50th anniversary of 
Victory over Germany, etc. those are the medals for surviving. 23 49 

 
23 49 I survived and lived up to the day of the anniversary. Every survivor 

awarded with “Victory over Germany” was given those anniversary 
medals. 23 56 

 
23 56 I don’t see any merit in just surviving. It’s just because I survived that 

I was given those anniversary medals. (Alexandr: Share with us your 
memory of the Victory Day). 24 07 

 
24 07 The Victory Day? As I have already mentioned, on the 8th of May our 

regiment… our division met with the American troops. On the 8th of 
May, ’45 the war was over for us, no matter end of the war or no end 
of the war. 24 29 

 
24 29 Everyone cheered the news that the war was over. You must know 

how people cheer the news in the army: they drink in happiness of 
survival. When at the front one could be killed at any moment. 25 01 

 
25 01 My friend from the snipers’ school… he was my sniper partner at the 

front…his name was Valek Nedochukov… his full name was Valentin 
Feofilovich Nedochukov… he lives in Dnepropetrovsk. 25 29 

 
25 29 We write letters to each other. Unfortunately, not frequently, we call 

each other on the phone. He was my war comrade. I am so happy that 
he’s still alive. True, he was wounded 2 days after I was wounded. 25 
56 

 
25 56 When he woke up in the hospital, he found out that his right arm had 

been amputated. He didn’t return to the army. You’ll see him in the 
photo that I brought with me today. 26 10 

 
26 10 (Alexandr: Do you consider yourself a hero?)I don’t consider myself a 

hero. I just carried out my duties. I did my best. It wasn’t heroism. It’s 
just serving your people and your country honestly. 26 36 
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26 36 (Alexandr: As a sniper how many Germans did you kill?) To be honest, 
I didn’t count. Why? I can’t believe anybody can tell you exactly how 
many men he killed. 26 50 

 
26 50 My shooting was quite sharp. But can you imagine this: at some point 

a man comes from behind a hill. I shoot at him right away and he 
disappears. 27 07 

 
27 07 Did I or did I not kill him? Most of my episodes were like that. I know 

for sure that I have killed in case he is lying and he’s dead, he’s not 
moving any more. 27 21 

 
27 21 That’s how I know. And so I was known in my unit. We were in 

reconnaissance in force. Our platoon was marching all night long. 
When the rest stayed and rested for the night, we marched all night 
long to German rear. 27 57 

 
27 57 Before the dawn we saw that we were on a hill, while in the valley 

some kind of grey mass was moving. We couldn’t make out who it 
was. 28 14 

 
28 14 When they moved closer I used my binocular and sniper’s rear sight to 

see German soldiers. We opened fire, using machine guns and 
submachine guns, 45mm battalion artillery guns, a battery of 45 mm 
guns. 28 46 

 
28 46 They fired back. They scattered over the valley. They started moving 

uphill. When they were far away from us I saw them going uphill. 
Someone said to me: “Come on sniper, show us your sniper skills!” 29 
19 

 
29 19 I dug myself out a small trench. I lied down to measure the distance 

with my rear sight. The distance was about 800 m between me and the 
place where the figures of the Germans could be seen. 29 40 

 
29 40 That was where I shot down about 13 or 14 men. I did it in front of my 

platoon and the artillery men with 45 mm guns. When I was shooting, 
I was surprised when after a shot the man didn’t fall down. 30 08 

 
30 08 I thought to myself: “Could it be that I missed?” It turned out that the 

men fell down 2 or 3 seconds later. That was when I realized that I had 
allowed for the time a bullet was flying. The distance was 800 m for a 
bullet to fly. It’s wasn’t just a moment. 30 33 

 
30 33 The bullet was to cover the distance before hitting the target. And then 

the target didn’t fall down right away. I realized that everything was 
done correctly. 30 48 

 
30 48 That was in front of everyone. Everyone saw it. That was when I 

demonstrated sniper’s skills. I hit the target. Before going to the front, 
my uncle, who was my mother’s brother, said to me… he was a 
military man, serving in the border troops… 31 18 
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31 18 He was involved at the front. He wrote to me: “Kill the German or he 

will kill you. If you don’t, it will be your mother, not his who will cry. 
Never miss an opportunity to kill a German”. That’s what I did, 
following his advice. 31 51 

 
31 51 I knew if I didn’t kill him then, he will kill my comrade or me. That’s 

why I knew I’d better kill him than he’d kill me or my comrades. 32 05 
 
32 05 After I was promoted to an officer’s rank… I hadn’t served as a sniper 

for a long time, just 1,5 or 2 months. After I returned from the hospital 
I wasn’t able… I didn’t have a sniper’s gun…my firearm was a TT 
handgun. 32 26 

 
32 26 “Tula Tokarev” was its full name. (Alexandr: did you undergo a 

mistreatment based on your being a Jew?)32 42 
 
32 42 My uncle, my father’s elder brother asked me this question. He 

expected me to say: Yes I did. But in fact I didn’t. I didn’t despite the 
fact that I had never tried to conceal that I was a pure-blooded Jew. 
33 09 

 
33 09 Both my mother and father were pure-blooded Jews. My father was a 

Polish Jew, while my mother was a Russian Jewess. They met in the 
Central Asia when my grandfather and his family were exiled to the 
Central Asia. 33 36 

 
33 36 The reason for the exile was his revolutionary activity. He was a tailor.  

And he hosted a Bolshevik meeting at his apartment. And so he was 
exiled from Smolensk. 33 56 

 
33 56 He was exiled to Chimkent first, after that they moved to Tashkent. 

Chimkent was in Kazakhstan. They met in Tashkent. My father’s 
mother died giving birth to him. 34 14 

 
34 14 His father who was my grandfather remarried. He had 5 older children 

who left there except for one who left later for America. The 4 of them, 
3 brothers and 1 sister, left for Russia. 34 44 

 
34 44 That was before the Soviet regime. That’s how my father ended up in 

the Central Asia. (Alexandr: should younger generation know about 
Jewish heroism?) 35 13 

 
35 13 No doubt, they must know about the heroism… not just Jewish 

heroism…When I moved here, my grandchildren told me that it was 
Anglo-American coalition that had won the war against Germany. 35 
44 

 
35 44 They don’t even mention the Soviet Union and Russia, all they know is 

that it was England and America that won the war. But it was us who 
won… practically the Americans just helped us… 36 09 
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36 09 You know that after finishing the snipers’ school I went to the front 
wearing American made uniform: American made boots, soldier’s 
blouse and trench coat, trousers, everything had been made in 
America. 36 29 

 
36 29 The Americans helped us out with food: they used to send us various 

preserves, frozen meat. That’s right, they used to help us. When the 
Germans captured practically the entire Ukrainian, Belarusian and the 
most part of the Russian farming, they used to help us…37 04 

 
37 04 It’s my understanding that they helped us because their idea was: 

better it would be the Russians, not the Americans who would die 
fighting the Germans. 37 16 

 
37 16 That’s my idea of it. It turned out that people here forgot that it was 

the Soviet Union that contributed mostly into the fight against the 
Nazism. 37 33 

 
37 33 I remember what happened after the collapse of the Soviet Union. It 

was an anniversary of the Victory Day when a Uzbek wearing his 
medals met with me. 37 52 

 
37 52 He hugged me. He said: “Brother, we were brothers and I want us to 

be brothers forever. What the hell do we need “mustak killik”? “Mustak 
killik” is the Uzbek for “independence”. 38 11 

 
38 11 Nationalism and anti-Semitism was less vivid in Uzbekistan than in 

other republics. For the Uzbeks we were “non-Uzbeks”: Russians, 
Ukrainians, Jews, Tadjiks, and others were just “non-Uzbeks”. 38 42 

 
38 42 We were non-Uzbeks too. They appreciated men based on their 

business qualities, and their moral qualities. It was more obvious than 
in Russia and Belarus. 39 01 

 
39 01 That’s my only explanation. For me my last years before moving here, 

after the collapse of the Soviet Union…I used to say: “I loved my 
country. But now I feel that I don’t belong here. And I’m not going to 
belong any more anywhere”.39 27 

 
39 27  That’s how it is. (Alexandr: thank you) 39 42 
End of file                   
 
File: 975 5170 
Duration: 1:52 
00 00  (Alexandr: do you have photos from the time of the war?) Almost 

none. I didn’t have a chance to meet with a photographer. I didn’t 
have a camera either. (Alexandr: Before the war?) I didn’t bring them. 
(Alexandr: please give them to Mark) You can check out the photos 
that I brought. (Alexandr: they are very important for us, ok?). Ok. 
(Background conversation, close up of medals). 01:52 

End of file          
End of interview 
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