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00 00 (introduce yourself) 00 15 
 
00 15 I am Feygin, Zinoviy Iosifovich. I was born in Sverdlovsk, Urals on April 3, 

1926, I was born long ago. I was born into a normal Jewish family. My 
mother completed a two grade school as it was called then, not sure though. 
00 53 

 
00 53 My father was a trade man. He was illiterate. I have a brother who lives in 

Israel. His name is Leonid Iosifovich Feygel. He is 2 years older than I. Our 
parents did their best for us to get our education. And they succeeded. 01 23 

 
01 23 That’s what always happens. Afterwards we started our independent lives. 

Both he and I worked. He was, I mean my brother, he was a dental 
technician. I graduated from Communications College. After that I graduated 
from Communications Institute. 01 54 

 
01 54 I got a teaching job at the college I had graduated from previously. I worked 

in the college for 30 years. (How did the war begin for you?) Pardon? (repeats 
question) I was born in ’26. The war began in ’41. I was just a young kid. 02 
18 

 
02 18 But in October, ’43 I was 17.5 years old. I was drafted to the army; it was 

just a regular army draft. I got to Estonian reserve rifle regiment stationed in 
the Urals. It was stationed in the Urals because during the war in Estonia, 
many Estonians stayed in their villages which resulted in very few of them 
being in the army. 02 58 

 
02 58 They were moved to the Urals. The army authorities’ idea was: “When we 

have liberated Estonia, we will use those troops”. I stayed there for 3 months. 
As I had left during my third year at the Communications College, I was sent 
to radio operators’ platoon. 03 28 

 
03 28 That’s where I started learning the Morse code. In February we were 

transferred from the regiment to Leningrad Front where the units were to be 
formed. That’s where I, among others, was sent to 55th Guards artillery 
brigade. 03 55 

 
03 55 Those were 126 mm howitzers. I was a radio operator. There were 2 radio 

operators’ squads in the platoon. They had 2 reconnaissance squads and 2 
radio operators’ squads. 04 13 

 
04 13 This is how it worked. During a combat (and our artillery brigade was to 

support the infantry units) one squad was at the regiment’s look-out station 
and was directly involved in fighting, while we did the correction of fire. 04 40 

 
04 40 The next combat or when there was a necessity, we were transferred the 

other way around. We went to the division HQ, rather the brigade HQ, while 
the other radio operators’ squad went to the front line. 04 57 
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04 57 That was how we traded places. To make my story short, 3 months after the 

draft, I ended up at the front line. The first combat I was involved in was the 
battle of Narva, Estonia, close to the Russian border. 05 17 

 
05 17 Quite close, yes. It was an unsuccessful winter offensive. The matter was, the 

Germans were on the sloping bank of the river, while we were facing a 
precipice. Therefore we had to get down in order to force a crossing over the 
river. 05 40 

 
05 40 It involved being exposed to direct fire. So the first one failed. Afterwards 

there was a spring offensive, almost during the summer time. At that time we 
were successful in capturing the stronghold having significant losses. 06 00 

 
06 00 So that’s how my combat career started. My participation in the war was not 

a direct involvement in a combat. We directed the fights. That’s how it all 
started. When we finished Estonia in October, the last ship with the Germans 
was shot down with 136 mm howitzers. 06 48 

 
06 48 The fact was: there were lots of food warehouses in Estonia. I mean the 

German warehouses. They used to load aboard and leave by the Baltic sea. 
The fights were very serious then. It wasn’t just an easy offensive for the Red 
Army. 07 10 

 
07 10 When the howitzers were moved closer to the shore, the last ship was sunk 

with the help of those howitzers. 07 21 
 
07 21 Afterwards our entire artillery brigade was transferred to the 3rd Ukrainian 

Front. However we weren’t in combat there. We came to Ploeshti, Romania. 
Then we passed Romania and were transferred to the 2nd Ukrainian Front. 07 
42 

 
07 42 That was where, near the Balaton lake, that we were involved in real combat 

activities. That’s where we were involved in combat activities. The combat 
activities near Balaton were very serious. 07 58 

 
07 58 There is a town near Balaton, named Székesfehérvár where I was contused. I 

hadn’t stayed long in the hospital, just about 2 weeks, before returning to my 
old unit. Afterwards we turned the Germans out very fast. By “we” I mean 
our army. 08 22 

 
08 22 I remember captain Noukhman who was our reconnaissance commander. He 

was a very interesting person and a brave man. In a fire squad’s garage, he 
found vehicles, drove one of the vehicles to our unit, had our platoon board 
the vehicle and go after the Germans (laughing). 08 56 

 
08 56 For me the war was over when I was 17 km away from Prague. Oh and there 

was Vienna too! I was awarded  Medal for liberation of Vienna. I was in the 
town of Laa, 17 km away from Prague. 09 17 

 
09 17 We had a great celebration there, shooting off the entire set of ammunitions! 

That was all. After that I stayed in the army for 5 more years. My time at the 
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front lasted 1.5 years, and my total time in the army was 7 years. 7 years! 09 
48 

 
09 48 Before the beginning of the academic year… Oh and I had left the college 

when I was in the 3rd year.  I hadn’t completed my education. Oh and one 
more quite remarkable thing 10 08 

 
10 08 When we were near Vienna, our infantry units suffered great losses, very few 

men having survived. To be honest the commanders didn’t spare men. And 
an airborne division was sent to reinforce our troops. 10 28 

 
10 28 They came from Kalinin area, if I am not mistaken, right. Those were young 

guys, the rookies. The matter was, that when we joined the airborne brigade, 
we had to learn to use the parachutes. 10 51 

 
10 51 We had to learn to jump with parachutes. I don’t have too many jumps – just 

17. The jumps were different: night jumps, water jumps, regular, etc. My 17th 
jump ended in my ankle being sprained. 11 09 

 
11 09 They had to cut down my boot. After that I never jumped any more. We were 

transferred, 2 months after the end of the war, back to Gedele village, 
Hungary. 11 32 

 
11 32 It was 20 to 30 km away from Budapest. There was a convent there. Of 

course everyone had left by that time. Monks were guarding the convent. Oh 
and we were transferred to dugouts. 12 00 

 
12 00 One of the radio operators’ squad went to the convent where they found a 

beautiful garden with a beautiful vineyard, while the other squad stayed here 
to maintain communications. After a while we traded our places. 12 19 

 
12 19 That’s how it was during 2 or 3 months’ period. Afterwards we were 

transferred to Opochka, Pskov region, Russia. It was a small district centre. 
There were good conditions for airborne troops there. 12 45 

 
12 45 The conditions were good for jumps and in terms of the climate. We stayed 

there for about 1.5 years. Afterwards we were transferred to Rakvere, 
Estonia. We did the parachute jumping there too. 13 07 

 
13 07 That was where my army service was finished. I was demobilized on the 28th 

of October, rather on the 28th of August, ’50 due to the report stating that I 
was to make it to start the academic year on time. 13 30 

 
13 30 Before that I got in touch with the College, they told me they would admit me 

to the college and my previous years in the college would be confirmed. I 
demobilized on the 28th and left the army to finish my 7 years long army 
service. 13 46 

 
13 46 That is it, in a nutshell. I haven’t mentioned a lot of things, but it’s 

understandable. (Can you recall the highlights of the military service?) Of 
course I can. 14 05 
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14 05 It happened in Hungary. We entered a neutral zone. The infantry didn’t post 
any guards. We were moving along a highway. An air raid started on both 
sides. We dropped flat. We found ourselves between the enemy’s front lines 
and our own positions. 14 36 

 
14 36 There was a church nearby. What to do? We were close to the Germans’ 

positions. I took my radio station and, in a plain text, reported the situation. I 
indicated the location too. 14 58 

 
14 58 To make my story short, I had to draw the fire upon myself. When our troops 

opened fire they protected us and let us enter our zone. It was a very difficult 
moment. To be honest it was scary. That’s what happened once. 15 22 

 
15 22 There were serious fights near the lake Balaton, too serious. There were all 

kinds of happenings. (Were you punished for using a plain text?) They were 
talking about that, yes, they were. 15 43 

 
15 43 However, the 17 men who were advancing, survived. And that was the reason 

I was forgiven. I was forgiven, yes I was. (Your medals). 16 01 
 
16 01 I have only 3 combat medals. They are: Medal for Combat Merits, Order of 

the Red Star, and Medal for capturing Vienna. I received the Great Patriotic 
War Medal, 2nd class, following Brezhnev’s Decree. 16 22 

 
16 22 Besides, I have 17 various medals. They are mostly anniversary 

commemorative medals. (What were the combat medals given for?)16 33 
 
16 33 For the war (laughs). (What did you do after the war?) After the war… I 

studied at the college for 1.5 years. After that I was given a job as a lab 
technician with the college. 16 53 

 
16 53 I had graduated with honours and was offered a job as a lab technician. After 

that I enrolled in Communications Institute. I studied there for 3 years. The 
Institute was in Moscow. The problem was I had to come to Moscow all the 
time to have my exams and tests there. 17 15 

 
17 15 First of all I couldn’t afford it. And then it was too tiring. The matter was: in 

’52 I got married. I was a family man and  father of a baby. Understandably, 
I didn’t want to move. 17 38 

 
17 38 That was the reason I moved to the Radio Department of Kirov Urals 

Polytechnic Institute. 2 years later I graduated from the Institute. Afterwards 
I was offered a teaching job at the Communications College. 17 55 

 
17 55 I worked as a teacher for 30 years there. I taught radio engineering. (As a 

Jew were you mistreated at the front and afterwards?) No I wasn’t, never at 
the front. 18 17 

 
18 17 Now, looking back at my war years, I recall the opposite. I am not talking 

about soldiers, they were equal. Some of the officers adored us, young guys. 
This is what happened once. There was an officer, a combat assistant brigade 
commander. Colonel… don’t remember his name. 19 03 
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19 03 He was a Russian country man. He was so nice to us. I don’t mean he was 

nice to the Jews, just to us guys. Once we had a quick march, about 17 to 20 
km. He came up to me on 2 or 3 occasions, asking me if I needed any help. 
19 29 

 
19 29 “Let me carry your knapsack”. You see? That’s how he was. Amazing! 

Afterwards he was let go, and to tell you the truth, it was a shame. He didn’t 
have any training except for the military. 19 44 

 
19 44 He was a simple country man. At that time the rank of colonel was given to 

those officers with higher education. But there were exceptions to the rule. 19 
57 

 
19 57 After the war, I didn’t sense any of that. You know the reason for that may be 

the following. At the college where I worked as a teacher, about 30% of all 
the teachers were Jews. 20 16 

 
20 16 The college director’s name was Ilya Isaakovich Ioffin. He was a war vet, a 

major, he was wounded in combat. He treated everyone with modesty and 
dignity. He would hire Jews knowing that they were skilled and dedicated 
teachers. 20 48 

 
20 48 So that might be one of the reasons I didn’t sense it. I used to hear of 

something on the side but I didn’t focus on that. Anti-Semitism was more 
apparent on an everyday life level. 21 09 

 
21 09 First we lived in a hostel, the college hostel, where I lived with my family. 

Various people lived there. Of course they spoke on the subject, but I didn’t 
pay much attention.  21 23 

 
21 23 (The younger generation must know about the WWII veterans’ heroism). No 

doubt! No doubt! They must know the real history. I have recently read a 
book I borrowed from a local Jewish library. 21 47 

 
21 47 Its title was “Jewish Heroes of the Soviet Union”. It’s the war history, different 

heroism during different periods of the war. And then I am appalled with the 
war history being distorted. 22 11 

 
22 11 I have recently read an article on the Internet. I don’t remember the author’s 

name now. The article was about Gastello’s and Matrosov’s heroism. It says 
that it wasn’t Matrosov who committed that particular heroism. It was a 
Jewish boy! 22 29 

 
22 29 And that statement was proved with documents. It also says that it wasn’t 

Gastello who committed that particular heroism either. It says that the first 
pilot to commit that heroism was a Jew. 22 39 

 
22 39 There are so many facts about Jewish heroism that I learnt about long after 

the end of the war.  So the youth should know the history. They must know 
the truth. 22 53 
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22 53 What was her name… from Leningrad city party committee…I forgot her 
name…she told about Putin and what he did when he was Sobchak’s deputy. 
As soon as she passed away, all the information was removed. Well it has 
nothing to do with the Jews. 23 29 

 
23 29 Just generally speaking. History should not be revised. (Your vet organization, 

what can you do?) You mean the correctness of history? Well, it should work 
with school students. By the way, it’s our practice: I was a guest speaker at a 
high school, and I know of my comrades who were too. 24 08 

 
24 08 True, it’s mostly about the Victory day. It would be advisable to speak of 

general topics at schools, also touching on the issue of anti-Semitism. It’s a 
difficult issue though…well suppose we come to school where one or two 
students are Jews. 24 33 

 
23 44 If it’s not a Jewish school…They wouldn’t be interested to listen to us. Who 

knows? You see what’s going on with orthodox Christianity, terrible! (Do you 
consider yourself a hero?) No way! I don’t think I committed any heroism. 24 
56 

 
24 56 I just did my soldier’s job honestly like I have been doing my job honestly all 

my life. That’s it. Heroism? No way. There were heroes all right. But I wasn’t 
a hero. (Your rank at the end of the war) Senior sergeant. 25 22 

 
25 22 Afterwards, the military commissariat promoted me to a lieutenant’s rank, 

just a reserve (chuckling). (Thank you. We’ll shoot your medals.) 25 49 
 
file 975 5160 
Duration 1:52 min.  (Medals close up) 
 
00 00  (You were lucky, God saved you). Yes. I wasn’t involved in direct 

combat like infantry. I was either at the regiment or brigade HQs. The only 
time I faced the enemy was the episode I told you about.  00 43 

 
00 43 (Artillery is the God of the war). That’s true, that’s true. Of course, I 

remember one colonel Yablochkin, our brigade commander. He was… you see, 
he wasn’t a military man by his nature. He was soft, and gentle. I was 
wondering how he managed to be in command of the brigade. 01 12 

 
01 12 Of course he was very knowledgeable. But in terms of speaking with people, 

he was just an intellectual. (do you have any photos?). The problem is I came 
here as a visitor. My daughter was here and I came here to visit her. I didn’t 
take anything with me. 01 37 

 
01 37 I left all the medals behind. Just my combat medals. That’s all. (No photos?) 

Nothing, to my regret. I left them behind. 01 52 
 
End of interview 
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