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00 00 (Alexandr: Introduce yourself) Ok. David Isaakovich Fisherman. I have never 

changed my name. I was born in Tiraspol, Moldavian ASSR at the time. I was 
born on April 6, 1915. (Alexandr: Who were your parents?)00 49 

 
00 49 My mother was a seamstress, she was a professional seamstress working for 

employers. My father was a baker. He was a hired baker working in private 
bakeries. They baked matzos and bread. 01 24 

 
01 24 That’s what I remember. At the time I was born a civil war was in that area in 

’18, ’19 and ’20. He was involved in the civil war in Tiraspol. When I was 4, 5, 
6… that I remember… Makhno’s or Petlyura’s armies soldiers came to our 
home. My elder brother and I were in bed. 02 10 

 
02 10 Our mother with 2 sisters were hiding in the fields. The soldier started beating 

my brother with his gun butt asking him: “Where’s your mother?” After a 
while Kotovsky’s army forced them to retreat to the river Dnestr. 02 37 

 
02 37 Afterwards… I don’t remember how old I was… it was in ’23 or ’24… we 

moved to Odessa where my father’s brother lived at the time. From then on 
up until my army service started in ’37 I lived in Odessa. 03 07 

 
 
03 07 I graduated from a 7-year program at a Jewish school. After that I enrolled in 

a FZU (a factory based school) at Yanvarskogo Vosstaniya Factory. After that 
I had a few temporary jobs before being drafted to the army. 03 32 

 
03 32 In May, ’37 I was drafted by a special draft to serve in the army. We were 

stationed in Kotovsk… rather Proskurov near Kamenets Podolsky town. 03 56 
 
03 56 That’s where I served in a number of units. I enrolled in a 6 months long 

program at a driver’s school. After graduation I was transferred to a place 
near Proskurov to serve as a mechanic/driver. 04 19 

 
04 19 I served as a mechanic/driver in a light tank brigade for 3.5 years. Afterwards 

I was demobilized in November, ’40. And in early March, ’41 I was invited to 
the Military Commissariat. 04 52 

 
04 52 I didn’t know why I was invited. They told me that the situation was tense 

and if you don’t mind we are going to draft you to the army. I gave my 
consent. 05 11 

 
05 11 I went to Kotovsk, Odessa region. There is another Kotovsk in Tambov region 

where I have also been on some occasions. In Kotovsk I enrolled in a 
program to be promoted to the next rank. 05 36 

 
05 36 At that time I was a sergeant. In ’41, a few days before the end of the 

program the war began. There was an alarm in the night and the war began 
in ‘41.05 54 
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05 54 An enlistment office was organized right away for the reserve tank battalion. 

They were 6,000 draftees all in all. We marched as long as Nizhniy Tagil. Well 
not exactly Nizhniy Tagil, we reached Voznesensk. 06 18 

 
06 18 We headed to the railways. The railway didn’t work because of German air 

raids. And so we reached Nizhniy Tagil. Each and every man had his task to 
fulfil. 06 38 

 
06 38 We worked at the plant which was the former Kharkov Tractor Making Plant. 

In March or April our company was manned, we were given the T-34 tanks. It 
was me who drove them to the location we were stationed. 07 20 

 
07 20 I did the running-in. It was in the winter, in February. In April we arrived in 

Tbilisi, the location where the new middle tank brigade was formed. The unit 
number was #52. 07 42 

 
07 42 That’s where the action started: in the area of North Caucasian Military 

District. From that time on it depended on each man’s fate. Our brigade was 
awarded the title of Guards for heroism during the defence of Caucasus. 08 
11 

 
08 11  We were sent for a rest at Triguliaevsky camps near Tambov. It was close to 

Kotovsk town. There was a gunpowder factory in Kotovsk. The personnel was 
practically all women. 08 38 

 
08 38 (Alexandr: share about your combat participation in North Caucasus)08 47 
 
08 47 What can I tell you? North Caucasus was very attractive for the Germans 

because of the fuel, fuel and fuel. 09 01 
 
09 01 They needed fuel as much as we did. They tried various plans to get to 

Groznyy where a major oil refining plant was situated. Unfortunately for them 
and fortunately for us they never got to it. 09 29 

 
09 29 We were awarded the title of the Guards in September, ’43. We were 

stationed far away. An order was given at night to move right away to such 
and such district where there were 120 T-4 tanks… 10 08 

 
10 08 Beside our unit, there were also artillery batteries and an anti-tank battalion, 

you know anti-tank rifles… of course we arrived on time. Also the heavy tanks 
“Voroshilov”, as well as our T-34 tanks were there. 10 31 

 
10 31 According to the official information… well we didn’t know what the official 

information said…as far as we knew, 14 intact tanks remained in the field, on 
our side, the rest were destroyed and there were dead bodies lying around… 
the crews left their tanks and walked to their positions. 11 11 

 
11 11 11 intact tanks… including 2 tanks in my company…we used them as artillery 

guns to fire at the German positions. Beside the tanks there were also 
entrapments with dozens of hanging bottles with explosives… 11 48 
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11 48 They were very effective. That was what happened in September, ’43. That 
operation was the end of the victorious North Caucuses defence. 12 08 

 
12 08 As I already mentioned we were sent away to have a rest. In ’43 we were 

sent from Tambov to Belarus and Baltic states. We were in action in Riga, 
Latvia and in Lithuania and Estonia. 12 39 

 
12 39 Afterwards, well… oh during the defence… rather in the fall…it was difficult to 

capture Belarus, rather Orsha, Vitebsk. After capturing Vitebsk we were 
awarded the title of Vitebsk Tank Brigade. The word “Vitebsk” was added to 
the name of our brigade. 13 26 

 
13 26 Well afterwards… we were in action near Riga. We were involved in the 

offensive… what was it called… all the troops… That’s when Vitebsk was 
captured as well as Orsha and others…13 59 

 
13 59 We liberated Riga from a handful of obstinately resisting Germans. However 

we broke them to go on advancing…Our tank brigade stayed near Riga. At 
that time, the war was nearly over… many soldiers got vacations to see their 
families. 14 31 

 
14 31 When in Belarus… our brigade was formed into middle heavy mechanized 

division. Personally I didn’t have a staff position there. I submitted 40 reports 
to be dismissed, well all of them were denied. 15 15 

 
15 15 I was awarded the position of a commander of a motorcycle company to keep 

me busy and get paid. 15 36 
 
15 36 Afterwards…when in Belarus I was given a vacation. I returned to a new 

address, as our brigade had moved to a new position. I was a company 
commander. Do you know a colonel… he had been Rector of Physical 
Education Institute in Leningrad. 16 10 

 
16 10 He was our brigade commander. He was transferred to another unit and later 

returned to his position as our brigade commander. Interestingly…when a 
civilian… I was drafted to the Army again in ‘49… 16 30 

 
16 30 I was in the army for 11 more years. I was in an infantry division. There were 

tank regiments and other tank units. By mere accident I found out that we 
were going to have a new division commander. 16 51 

 
16 51 Not the old one, but a new one who had been my commander at the front. 

We knew each other being in the same unit. Once, in the morning, I was 
waiting to see him walking to his corps. 17 18 

 
17 18 I couldn’t believe my eyes, was it the same men I had known at the front? I 

forgot his name…I waited until he arrived… he got out of his car and walked 
into the office. 17 33 

 
17 33 I made an appointment to see him in his office. “Who are you?” “Senior 

lieutenant Fisherman, 34th Guards”. “Let him in immediately!” I walked into 
his office. He stood up and approached me. 17 59 
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17 59 And so on and so forth. “What can I do for you?” I didn’t make any use of his 

friendliness towards me. But it was very nice to see one of our brigade’s 
heroes. 18 16 

 
18 16 In ’59 or ’60 I was demobilized from the army. That was it. From that time on 

I was a civilian. 18 31 
 
18 31 (Alexandr: do you remember the Victory Day?) First of all, the troops 

advanced westwards. Our brigade was out of combat action right after 
liberating Riga. 19 00 

 
19 00 We were sent for formation of a mechanized division. That’s why I wasn’t on 

staff any more. They appointed me to serve as a commander of a motorcycle 
unit just to keep me busy and pay my salary. 19 26 

 
19 26 I was in the same unit from the very beginning to the very end. I joined the 

brigade after moving over 10 tanks from Nizhniy Tagil. I left the division… 
although the division was not any more… 19 54 

 
19 54 I wasn’t demobilized from the brigade, I was demobilized from the division. 

Of course we were overjoyed with limitless joy and peace. People hadn’t 
known what was going to happen and when the war was going to end. 20 15 

 
20 15 I was drafted to serve in the army when I lived in Kotovsk. There was an 

order for the commanders and their families to move over to Nizhniy Tagil 
and to live in the old barracks. 20 49 

 
20 49 Mother and sister went there. Father had an idea that the Germans were not 

going to invade. But when the Germans invaded he was shot all right. 
Afterwards, there were crowds coming from everywhere to Nizhniy Tagil. 21 
17 

 
21 17 There were 2 plants from Moscow and Balashikha… what were they called… 

they were there. After the war, in ’47, mother and sister with her husband 
moved to Moscow and Balashikha where they lived after the war. 21 49 

 
21 49 As for my father… he was shot… that’s all. My middle brother fought in 

Finland. During the next war he was drafted as a citizen soldier to defend 
Moscow, rather Odessa. 22 19 

 
22 19 I used to come there looking for my brother who went missing. He was never 

found and was registered as “missing”. 22 30 
 
22 30 (Alexandr: had your tank been ever shot down?) I had never been shot down. 

I’ll tell you. According to my staff position I wasn’t a tank man. But things 
change during the war. 22 55 

 
22 55 During offensives, when the tanks were in the field, I used to be there too 

often. There was a battalion commander, a hero. He was given the title of 
Hero of the Soviet Union posthumously. 23 12 
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23 12 Once he said  to his company commander: “Don’t let senior lieutenant 
Fisherman to be in the tank during action”. That’s what he said. 23 31 

 
23 31 Well, this is how it was. After a quick march of 120 tanks everyone occupied 

their positions. I was around checking if everyone was there and if there was 
anything to fix. 23 54 

 
23 54 I found out that a tank commander was missing. Interestingly, I met him 

here not long ago. We were given new tanks in Mukhachevo after the war. 
We were given tanks that came to us from Mukhachevo. 24 16 

 
24 16 And the man… I’ll tell you…there was an order to take seats in the tanks. 

Nobody knew… We were down the hill…they were moving downhill from the 
opposite side. 24 40 

 
24 40 We didn’t know… Accidentally, suddenly they appeared close to where we 

were. There was an order to take seats in the tanks. Oh the man’s name was 
Zolotukhin. We looked here and there, he wasn’t to be found anywhere. 25 00 

 
25 00   The man’s name was Ivan Stepanovich Zolotukhin. What was I supposed to 

do? I went up there. An exchange of fire lasted 15 or 20 minutes. After a 
short while the exchange of fire stopped and we heard someone knocking at 
the side. 25 31 

 
25 31 He was there. I ascended and that was it. Documents? Everything was there: 

2 tanks T4 were shot down by me. There was no room for me there. I ran to 
the rear side. 26 02 

 
26 02 …(inaudible) it started at 11 am and ended at 9 pm: that was how long the 

fight lasted. 84 tanks…rather 86 tanks…German tanks were destroyed by 
half… or damaged… while 14 tanks were completely destroyed…26 28 

 
26 28 We used  those damaged tanks as artillery guns. We couldn’t use them in the 

front, otherwise our men would have thought they were the German tanks. 
26 45 

 
26 45 (Alexandr: your decorations) You see…many… incorrect…he was at the 

front…as the documents said…in an acting army…he was sent on 
missions…did he shoot… or did you not?27 22 

 
27 22 My duty was to provide tanks’ fighting capacity. They could have a peace of 

mind. All companies commanders…not a single assisting commander of a tank 
company…not a single one…over 4 years… not a single one was left…27 56 

 
27 56 For any reason… sent away…that was all. I want to brag a little…Nothing of 

the kind… knowledge…every part of the tank…from A to Z…peace of 
mind…from the beginning to the end…28 24 

 
28 24 During the formation we had 4 companies of T34. The HQ of the 

Transcaucasian Front… didn’t see… didn’t know how…One fine day they were 
called to where we were formed in Tbilisi… 28 52 
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28 52 One person would tell about T34, another one – about KV, the third one will 
tell you about machine guns or flame-throwers…as we also had flame-
throwers…29 10 

 
29 10 In short out of 4 technical assistant commanders I wasn’t particularly 

notable…I went up, standing with a stick… with 30 or 40 men, ranked colonels 
and up…pointing out…29 38 

 
29 38 They asked me questions…where the most dangerous spots were…what the 

most vulnerable spots were…I knew how the tanks performed by heart. 29 58 
 
29 58 In this respect I could have a peace of mind. (Alexandr: do you consider 

yourself a hero?)30 07 
 
30 07 Oh, you see…(laughing) that wasn’t for me…I am going to tell you…between 

us… even if nominated…I know what I am saying…wouldn’t have been 
approved…30 25 

 
30 25 You see… I can provide so many facts…but I’d rather not: was he awarded 

undeservedly? Was I denied? (Alexandr: I didn’t mean the title of Hero of the 
Soviet Union. I’m talking about heroism)30 48 

 
30 48 All I know I was doing my job honestly. Over the day… during the entire 

period…A commander… what was he supposed to do if his tank wasn’t in 
order?31 02 

 
31 02 The first thing he asked me was whether the tank was in order before 

tomorrow’s offensive. That was all. There wasn’t a single moment that a tank 
wasn’t in order. 31 22 

 
31 22 Same as cars here, right? There wasn’t a single fault to make a tank fail 

during an action. Well it could happen that a tank was shot down by a gun or 
a machine gun. 31 38 

 
31 38 I didn’t think of it…during one of the fights… a periscope was damaged, it was 

an observation glass over the turret… the man inside turned it…to have a 360 
degree view. 31 53 

 
31 53 It was damaged. It wasn’t my responsibility. It was handled by a man who 

was responsible for optics: both for machine guns and tank guns. Under the 
circumstances… if a man…rests at the rear…what… right away.. a new 
periscope…40 machine guns firing… 32 27 

 
32 27 If I had to… I climbed up… not mentioning… he fired… there was a scar on the 

shoulder…good it didn’t hit the head…I did it quickly…I mounted the 
periscope…well…(Alexandr: You just did your job?)32 50 

 
32 50 Exactly, I did it honestly…100%. Funny…once during a communist party 

meeting…in a dugout…the weather was nasty... I’m going to tell you 
something… funny…the man said: “Come it, come in, we don’t consider you a 
Jew”. 33 32 
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33 32 Speaking about… after the war…I’m going to tell you. When I was in the 
army… in ’47 for the second time…up till ’60. 11 more years…In 
Chernovtsy…there was a rifle division there…34 00 

 
34 00 I was a senior tank technician under the division HQ engineering department. 

There was a tank brigade and some smaller units…Every year, in May they 
used to go to the forest…34 23 

 
34 23 …about 20-25 km away… a certain number of training tanks…We spent time  

training there… Division commander… every weekend we were given a leave 
to go to the city where our families were or we stayed where the unit was 
stationed. 34 45 

 
34 45 The division commander said to his HQ chief officer: ”Take a TV set and we’ll 

have a shooting class”. I’ll tell you I was good at that. The entire staff goes 
there… each man was given 10 cartridges to score at least 45 points. 35 23 

 
35 23 A man who managed to score 45 points could take a TV as a prize. Our 

families were there…The shooting started… some scored 23 points, some 25, 
some 30 points. 35 48 

 
35 48 There wasn’t a score close to 45. When Fisherman’s turn came… I scored 46 

points. My boss came after me. He scoreda number of points. Who was going 
to take the TV with him? 36 20 

 
36 20 The HQ chief said: “Take it back to my office”. So let me ask you: what could 

I think? I should have taken the TV. But seeing that I scored 46, he said: 
“Take it away, to the HQ office”. 36 53 

 
36 53 Right or wrong but I was offended by him. (Alexandr: was there anti-

Semitism in the army?) It’s up to you to decide. If you’d like I can provide 
some more facts on that. 37 21 

 
37 21 Let me tell you something. At some point there was a major barrage of heavy 

shells in our direction. We were on the defensive. The HQ… the brigade was 
stationed behind us. 37 44 

 
37 44 My company commander and I were sitting at the rear of one of the tanks. 

There was a barrage of shells coming towards us. One of the shells hit a 
dugout near the HQs. 38 08 

 
38 09 Nobody was injured there. After some time the company commander, a good 

man, came up to me and told me to go to them. No problem. 50 or 70 m. I 
went there. 38 32 

 
38 34 The senior officer said: “Go to the front line and tell them to move all the 

tanks back from the front line”. The technical assistant of the company 
commander whose tanks were there was in the same dugout. 39 10 

 
39 10 Who was supposed to go there? You see? But what could I say? That was all. 

I had a gas mask bag and a map case on the side. I just covered my head 
and went there. Why was it so dangerous? 39 36 
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39 36 The Germans swept the area with fire using 9mm explosive bullets. Those 

weren’t just regular bullets, but 9mm explosive bullets. It was risky. So why 
send him? Better David would do that. 39 58 

 
39 58 (Alexandr: what did you do after the war) After the war I did what I did 

before the war. As soon as I was demobilized and returned home…Oh they 
thought I was made of gold. What was that? 40 23 

 
40 23 There was a vocational school next door. A vocational school? Ok. I finished a 

vocational school back then. It was at a plant in Odessa. A car/steam-engine 
locomotive repairing plant in Odessa. 40 42 

 
40 42 I worked there for quite some time. Here, on the second day… the vocational 

school’s political supervisor was a neighbour of mine. I was assigned to teach 
a group of students. I stayed there up to the time I was drafted to the army 
for the second time.  41 17 

 
41 17 In ’49 I was drafted for the second time. And so I worked as a vocational 

training foreman for 3 years. We had 13 groups of students at the vocational 
school. They were groups providing training for turners, electricians, foundry 
workers, etc, etc. 41 42 

 
41 42 Out of 13 groups, my group was the best for  3 times. For 3 years in a row I 

was awarded a monthly salary at the end of the year. (alexandr: after the 
second demobilization, what did you do?) 42 05 

 
42 05 After the second demobilization, in ’60, I did what I did before. Right after I 

returned, literally on the second day, people knew… I went to the 
school…where I worked for 16 years. It was a vocational school for metal 
workers and electricians. 42 29 

 
42 29 That was it. It was a secondary school. (Alexandr: Last question. Young 

generations must know about your heroism). 42 46 
 
42 46 You see, unfortunately, knowing a little… some of them show deep interest in 

the war of ’12, right? But well, you see, despite the fact that things were not 
right during the Soviet regime…however something was done at the time. 43 
20 

 
43 20 We had circles… I  remember… what was the circle called? What was the 

marshal’s name? Zhukov! I saw Zhukov as I see you now, even closer. He 
visited a military unit along with the Minister of Defence. 44 10 

 
44 10 In short, Zhukov sent his uniform to our veterans’ club , a white uniform with 

a service cap…we displayed it in a box. One of our teachers worked with the 
circle. They visited him and his wife at their home. 44 42 

 
44 42 He sent us a big box of chocolates. What I wanted to say is that the white 

uniform, the tunic… I made an imitation of 4 golden stars of the Hero of the 
Soviet Union, exactly like the real stars. 45 05 
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45 05 They were the same size, and the same colour, instead of gold I used tin. 
“Where did you get the stars made of gold?” It was just beautiful. I put them 
on the tunic and put the tunic into a box. 45 28 

 
45 28 In ’75 or ’76 I retired. (Alexandr: what are your medals?) I’ll tell you, I was 

nominated for the 1 class, and instead they gave me the 2nd class. 2 Orders of 
Patriotic War, 2nd class and 2 Orders of Red Star. 46 13 

 
46 13 They tried to justify themselves… the Staff Chief…”We submitted for 1st class, 

but they gave you the 2nd class”. I said: “I don’t mind”. The rest are 
commemorative anniversary medals. 46 28 

 
46 28 (Alexandr: Thank you. ) 46 39 
 
End of file.  
 
File 975 51 72 
Duration 1:12 
Background conversation; close up of medals.  
 
00 00  (Alexandr: you didn’t mention the episode when you shot down a plane, or 

were you shot down?)Well, there were some episodes… they were 
flying…when I was putting up this… periscope…they were flying endlessly…the 
intelligence… the frame, the frame, the frame…01 01 

 
01 01 (Alexandr: Thank you) 01 12 
 
End of file 
End of interview 
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