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00 00 Grigory: Repeat? My name is Grigory Genin. I was born on March 8, 1924 in 

Astrakhan, Russia. Go on? Serve? (Interviewer). The story is: I lived in 
Moscow before the war began – from ’30 to ’41. 

 
00 39 During my last years in Moscow I was a student at the First Moscow Artillery 

School. The school was training regular personnel for the Soviet Army. On 
graduation in June ’41 I was sent to Ryazan Artillery College. 

 
01 08  I happened to remain in the army. Nowadays those schools are called “The 

Suvorov Schools”.  At that time they were called “special artillery schools”. 
We lived at home and we wore uniforms. We were obtaining regular 
secondary education with military specialization.  

 
01 31 Therefore we were sent from there to the College. On June 1, 1941 I enrolled 

as a student at Ryazan Artillery College. In April, ’42 I graduated and was 
sent to the front. Because prior to April, ’42 I was 17 years old, I was not sent 
to the front until I was 18.  

 
02 05 In March I turned 18, and in April I was sent to the Southern Front which 

later on became the Stalingrad Front. From there I started my military career. 
Can I go on? Are you talking to me? (Interviewer).  I thought you were 
talking between yourselves.  Could you please talk louder? (Interviewer) I can 
tell you about my entire military career – shortly. 

 
02 35 I did not experience it there. I was appointed an artillery platoon commander 

near Stalingrad. I arrived at the reserve artillery regiment. Later on the 
Southern Front became the Stalingrad Front. I was an artillery platoon 
commander. It was in April, ’42. 

 
03 11 During that period the German Command assumed the second stage 

offensive at the Southern Front. Their task was to capture Stalingrad as soon 
as possible to be able to approach the Caucasus area before the winter time… 

 
03 40 …and to secure the major oil resources there. When I arrived at the regiment, 

we  were retreating towards the city of Stalingrad. When we reached 
Stalingrad I was appointed a battery commander assistant, 550 rifle 
regiment…      

 
04 13 …125 rifle division. With that unit I participated in the defence of the city of 

Stalingrad. The year was 1942. The summer was very hot. The German 
troops were concentrated in the Stalingrad area. The Germans made an 
attempt to capture the city quickly.  

 
04 45 Our division was facing the 6th German army under the command of General 

Paulus – the Field Marshal – and General Hoth’s tank army. Shall I go on? I 
can go on and on. Shall I continue? It’s going to take long. 

 
05 13 At that time the Germans were not advancing as successfully as they did in 

1941; they had difficulties advancing as quickly as before. The fighting was 
for every single meter of the territory. Our division was part of General 
Shumilov’s 64 army, which was half surrounded. 
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05 56 The army commander in chief turned to the division commander asking our 

division to cover the retreat of the army towards the River Volga. Our division 
had to face, one on one, 2 German armies – a tank army and General Paulus’ 
6th army.      

 
06 22 We covered the retreat of the entire army, which got an opportunity to fortify 

its position and to conduct the combat. The combats were blood and guts. 
Our division alone covered the retreat of and saved the entire 64th army. 
Early in the morning, immediately after the army completed its retreat, 
German fighter planes were over our position. 

 
07 03 Those were Messerschmitt planes followed by Junkers planes U88. They dived 

onto my battery, throwing bombs. We weren’t able to raise our heads. Once 
the Junkers planes were gone, German artillery stroke a massive blow, 
followed by tanks. 

 
07 37 In our area 100 to 200 tanks were advancing at the same time. That was so 

hard! That was a last-ditch fight. The official report was that the division was 
left to fight to the last soldier – covering the retreat of the 64th army.  

 
07 54 The fight was protracted but the Germans managed to break through our 

defences and gain our rear. That was a stubborn fighting, with division HQ 
officers fighting against the German submachine gunners.  

 
08 15 Division commander colonel Sorokin was severely wounded. Half of division 

men were beat. We stayed till the night, leaving the positions in the dark to 
retreat to the new positions near Volga. 

 
08 33 At that time some of the Germans were already in the city. Street fighting 

started for every building and every meter. The Rodimtsev division  
conducting the street fighting sustained major losses. The city was captured 
by the Germans. 

 
08 52 The entire city was in ruins. We had had to stand the heavy fighting against 

the Germans. We took on the defensive until November ‘42. By that time the 
Soviet Command had prepared a plan for surrounding and destroying the 
German army. 

 
09 35 Three Fronts were to participate in the operation: The Don Front, the South-

Western and the Stalingrad Fronts. In order to surround the army a massive 
blow was delivered in the early morning by the artillery against the German 
troops. My unit – 550 rifle regiment, 120 rifle division – was located South-
West of Stalingrad.  

 
10 18 We were waiting for the order to advance. Our task was to break through the 

German defence clearing the way for the motorized troops to join other 
divisions in order to surround the German troops. On November 20…Oh on 
November 19, the defence was broken through on the flanks. Our unit broke 
through the defence on November 20, ’42.  
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11 02  It was very hard to move on breaking through the German defence. However 
the troops there consisted of inefficient Romanian and Italian units. We 
managed to beat them. My unit was following the infantry men, firing direct 
fire. 

 
11 30 We managed to make a gap in the German defences for our 4th Mechanized 

Corps to go through and to join, on November 23rd, the 4th Tank Corps, thus 
destroying the German defences. 22 German divisions and 320,000 officers 
and soldiers were surrounded. 

 
12 06 That was the end of encirclement of the German troops near Stalingrad. 

Further on, our division was part of the so called 2nd encirclement echelon. 2nd 
means the outside front. We went on to push the Germans retreat to the 
West.   

 
12 31 From then on, the Germans were not able to hold our offensive on the Soviet-

German front for the years to come. I have a lot to tell. (Interviewer) How 
many? I don’t know exactly how many, but I can tell you that 50% of soldiers 
and officers were killed during the Battle of Stalingrad. 

 
13 07 The exact half. I have a book about the immortal heroism of the soldiers of 

126 rifle division. Immortal means it’s always remembered. We literally 
covered with our bodies the retreat of the 64th army. 

 
13 35 Jews… I know about a Jewish officer who was the chief of our division’s 

operations department. He was blamed for what was not his fault. They put 
the blame for every failure and misfortune. He was just the chief of the 
operations department not the chief of staff.  

 
14 01 At the end of the war I was appointed assistant chief of staff of the artillery 

for the rifle division. One of the staff workers was a Jew by the name of 
Munblit. And also I remember one more Jew, not too many Jews were 
around.  

 
14 30 Not too many. That was how it was then. (Interviewer). As I have already 

mentioned, just one example. Early in the morning, when the 64th army left 
its positions, we saw Messerschmitt planes flying above – the intelligence – 
followed by bombers diving down as low as the ground.  

 
15 00 They turned on the siren wailing to demoralize us. They were bombarding our 

positions. Although there were no direct hits, we sustained significant 
casualties. Once the aviation was gone, the German artillery attacked our 
positions. We beat them off when German tanks appeared.  

 
15 24 Our positions were attacked by up to 200 German tanks at one time. My 

battery shot down 3 tanks. There were other artillery units too. German 
submachine gunners were sitting on top the tanks. When they were 
approaching our positions we had to literally manually engage in shooting 
them, while they shot at us.  
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14 54 That way we were holding the position until the night came. At night we got 
an order to leave the positions, because our division was facing as many as 2 
armies. An army consisted of several divisions.  

 
16 12 After the victory we continued moving forward. I’ll tell you how it was. The 

surrounded army group was in Stalingrad. The Germans didn’t wish to 
surrender. Even surrounded they continued fighting.  

 
16 35 The Germans didn’t surrender until February ’43. In February, they realized 

they were in a deadlock. That’s when they laid down arms and surrendered. It 
was announced that the Germans had surrendered and the city was cleared of 
them. Meanwhile we were located far away, several hundred kilometres away. 

 
17:09 We were advancing towards Rostov. Would you like me to tell you a few 

episodes? Specific? (Interviewer). What holidays are supposed to be during 
the war? We were just given our 100 gram of vodka, that’s it.  

 
17 21 We were in combat, continuing to fight. We were advancing towards Rostov. 

My division was advancing towards Rostov. I’d rather tell you… Yes, Vienna 
and Budapest, Russia and Donbass. I can tell you about a few episodes, the 
specifics… 

 
17 46 During our offensive, after the Battle of Stalingrad… Once we arrived at a 

railway station Zhutovo-2. We were stopped by the Germans. We were given 
an order to attack and knock them out of Zhutovo-2. On December 25, the 
Christmas night, we – the infantry and artillery – walked all night to Zhutovo-
2.   

 
18 40 We pushed them out. They were preparing for a Christmas party. There was 

food on the table, etc. There were also Romanians there. We knocked them 
out and turned them out 2 km away from Zhutovo-2. However they didn’t 
wish to put up and decided to get back. 

 
19 01 They started an intensive fire against our positions. I looked at our unit. 

Hardly enough men to fight against them: our unit had lost most of our men 
during the Battle of Stalingrad. It was freezing cold. I hid the men and the 
horses in the ravine and looked over our positions. 

 
19 32  Suddenly a soldier runs in, a Moldovan, saying “Comrade commander, look. 

Our tanks are coming, not 100 – 200, many more!” I looked. A tank corps 
was advancing fast with paratroopers on top of tanks, moving in 3 directions. 
Our tanks crushed the enemy’s artillery under their wheels.  

 
19 06 My artillery unit turned to the offensive independently. We moved on feet 

watching our tank corps pushing them out. We reached a point, as far as I 
remember Verkhny-Nizhny Nagoltchik, located along the Stalingrad railway 
line.   

 
20 27 The regiment went on advancing, pursuing the enemy. However a few 

German units were on the flanks. Our battery commander called me (I was 
assistant battery commander) and ordered me to stay and cover just in case, 
because the Germans were on the flanks. 
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20 55 I was to stop the Germans from gaining our rear. I set up my gun to be 

directed at the Germans’ positions. I had a deep ravine in front of me which 
was a useful cover in case the enemy gets nearer. Behind me were two 
artillery guns to be used to cover the regiment from the Germans gaining 
their rear.  

 
21 29 We were left to cover them. An hour later I saw a mechanized unit moving 

towards my position. I let them come closer. They were fired at by the 
artillery. They didn’t stand. The infantry started jumping into the ravine…the 
mechanized unit was moving. 

 
21 50 I let them come closer approximately 300 meters away from me and then 

opened frontal fire. As the artillery crewmen weren’t skilled enough, I had to 
do the point blank laying myself. That is instead of directing them I did the 
focusing and firing myself.  

 
22 19 We shot down an armoured motor car. The soldiers on top of the German 

tanks started jumping down and running away. The German column moved in 
hiding. I turned around and there was nobody there. We remained with the 
crew on our own. 

 
22 41 I ordered “Retreat” to get out of the place. Meanwhile the Germans were 

entering the village I was in. I could get caught by them. Our guns were 
driven by horses and we managed to get away fast, escaping the Germans 
who could have captured me. 

 
23 10 There were many wounded soldiers because the Germans were shooting in 

our back. However we managed to escape. We were going all night through 
to reach our unit that was attacking the Germans. When we finally reached 
our unit, the order was to prepare for gaining the Germans’ rear.  

 
23 30 Why? Because the Germans had kept us from advancing; and a new front line 

had formed. Our regiment commander made a decision to gain the enemy’s 
rear, by taking 750 infantry men and our artillery gun. We had 3 horse-driven 
guns.  

 
23 52 Our scouts had found out a passageway that was not covered by the 

Germans. We walked all night through – about 20 km walking – and finally 
made it. With all the lack of roads we were moving on the side because 
German motorized units with service personnel were moving toward the front 
line.  

 
24 23 They didn’t know who it was. We reached the Dvoinaya railway station near 

Orlovskaya village. Early in the morning I opened fire at the railway station 
where German echelons had been stationed with SS mechanized unit 
“Viking”. The Germans were stunned by the explosion we produced.  

 
25 04 The Germans were running without their uniforms, we killed a lot of them – 

there were about 1000 dead bodies of German men. We captured the village 
quickly. After that we waited for the front to break through and unite with us. 
However the front didn’t break through.  
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25 24 And we remained in a so-called “mouse trap”, because we were on our own – 

750 men, while there were 2,000 houses in the village. We were behind the 
German line. Then I saw a German mechanized column coming to the rescue 
of the Germans.  

 
25 54 The tank column surrounded us, submachine gunners breaking through into 

the village. Our groups were beating off. By the evening time, when the fight 
was coming to an end and we were running short of ammunition, our 
regiment commander ordered to break out of encirclement.  

 
26 18 There was a ravine in front of me, where the village ended. We ran to the 

ravine, the Germans shooting at us while we were running. The ravine was 
long ending in the bushes, a few hundred meters from the village. When we 
started running, armoured cars were in our way firing at us point blank. 

 
26 52 One of our groups ran to a hayloft, while my soldiers and I fell down waiting 

for the Germans to pass by. Those hiding in the hayloft were captured by the 
Germans who then left the village. We remained and made our way from the 
German encirclement.  

 
27 19 We managed to cross the front line and make it to our unit position, starting a 

new offensive. When we occupied the village we found out that the Germans 
executed the prisoners by tying them up together and blowing them up with 
grenades. Nowadays, in the Dvoynaya station or Orlovskaya village, there is a 
monument to the soldiers of 550 rifle regiment who died in the village. 

 
27 41 I could have been one of them, but I managed to get away. That was a 

tragedy, and I was only 19 years old. All that happened on my birthday. That 
was one of the most memorable moments in my military career.  

 
28 10 Later I was contused and taken to the hospital. From the hospital I was sent 

to 49 Guards Rifle Division under the command of general Marguelov, going 
on to capture Odessa, Bulgaria, Romania, Vienna and Budapest. I was 
decorated with Medals for Capturing Vienna, for Capturing Budapest and for 
the Defence of Stalingrad. 

 
28 51 Those were the most important and memorable moments in my career. As for 

Budapest, here’s an episode. We surrounded the Germans there. Our unit was 
in front of Budapest, the 2nd front. The Germans were surrounded.  Early in 
the morning, the German tanks made an attempt to break out…  

 
29 18 … to come to the aid of the Budapest garrison. There was a winding road 

there, with hills on the flanks. We focused our artillery guns point blank, I 
focused my artillery gun. There were many artillery guns there. As soon as 
the German column started moving we started firing point blank putting 
German tanks on fire. 

 
29 50 That was one of the most memorable episodes. After the battery commander 

was wounded I went to replace him. Going back to the episode I mentioned 
earlier: when I remained with one artillery gun and performed the laying 
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destroying the German column. The division artillery chief issued an order to 
decorate the crew with Medal for Courage.  

 
30 27 Everyone on the crew was recommended to be awarded the Medal, except 

me. When I asked why, the answer was: as a commander I was supposed to 
do my duty; that was my job. Later on, when the division artillery chief found 
out I hadn’t been awarded… a year later when we approached the Miuss 
River… 

 
30 56 …the so-called Miuss Front, Donbass, he asked me where my medal was. I 

answered that I hadn’t been awarded. He called his secretary and had him 
type a letter recommending me for some Order, I was shy not to ask what 
Order.  

 
31 12 At that time I was transferred to another unit. He says “Write me a letter and 

I’ll let you know when the Order comes in”. And so I wrote him a letter and 
he responded that I hadn’t been awarded on a pretext that I had been 
transferred to another army. 

 
31 37 That was the reason I hadn’t been awarded. I see it as anti-Semitism. They 

looked up my papers, found out I was a Jew and decided I could do without a 
medal. As the chief of artillery told me I could have been awarded a major 
medal for the operation.    

 
31 54 So that was how I was deprived of a war medal. (Interviewer). I was shy not 

to ask which medal I was recommended for. As far as I know he 
recommended me for Order of the Red Banner. I was the commander and 
they were soldiers.  

 
32 16 At that time Order of Glory didn’t exist which was one of the major soldier 

medals. Only Medal for Courage was at that time. Everyone got awarded. The 
unit political supervisor who was making all the recommendations, he used to 
say [imitates Ukrainian accent] “Henin, you can do without, you’re a 
commander”. I wasn’t going to demand.  

 
32 41 When finally a recommendation was sent to award me, I had been transferred 

to another army, and that was the pretext why eventually I wasn’t awarded a 
medal. Order…not order… Order of the Red Banner. Order of the Red Combat 
Banner. All were awarded except me.  

 
33 03 I was the commander. They said that was my job, and only soldiers should be 

awarded. …No, I was sure we’d win. I never…especially when we turned to 
offensive, my moral was very high. I was happy with the way we beat the 
Germans.  

 
33 26 I was riding a horse. I had a horse to carry the 76mm artillery gun. The guns 

used to be carried by horses. I used to be the first to dash on a horse into the 
villages captured by our army. I used to be excited... It used to be the same 
all the time, same all the time… 

 
34 04 We walked, all the army walked… One specific example. It happened near 

Zhutovo-2. We arrived at night. They were about to start a Christmas party. 
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We attacked the village dashing in and capturing prisoners. The rest of the 
Germans managed to escape. So this is how it was back then.  

 
34 35 I never considered myself a hero. I am sure we were just doing our duty, the 

duty of an officer. I think I was just an ordinary soldier doing my duty as 
anybody else. [answering interviewer’s question about Jews in the army] In 
my group there were 2 or 3… Jews were in other units too.  

 
35 10 Talking about the liberation of Odessa, where there were many Jews. Many of 

them were drafted to go to the front. So the Jews made a considerable share 
of participation. As for me, I joined the army in Russia. Of course there were 
Jews. When I was a student in a military school there were many Jews there.  

 
35 39 Those Jews graduated as officers. I remember some Jewish names: Munblit, 

Shor, Zabarsky… oh, one more –  Adik Chernikov. We were 4 Jews in one 
training squadron, later on sent to artillery colleges. We didn’t use to be very 
close. Munblit used to be the closest. 

 
36 21 I forgot his first name. The picture I gave you – we’re both there in the 

picture. The Operations chief was a Jew. There were other Jews too. We didn’t 
use to confess to each other. We were quiet about it. There was a period of 
time when being a Jew wasn’t very popular.  

 
36 59 I am telling you how it used to be. That’s why we were quiet about being 

Jewish. You see how it was? I’m going to tell you just one story explaining 
how we used to be treated. During one of the defences, I don’t remember 
where exactly it was, I was in my small dug-out. And a soldier was coming to 
me. 

 
37 29 He was coming to tell me on others, what other soldiers say. “One solder says 

you are Zhid (a kike)”. That was exactly what he said. He was telling on a 
soldier. Once we were looking for a position. We nearly got caught by the 
Germans. 

 
37 52 We were looking for a position for our guns. We passed by our infantry, and 

got close to the Germans who started firing at us. The soldier who had been 
telling on other guys, took me by the arm  shouting “Commander, follow me!” 
saving me from the fire. 

 
38 16 This is how it was at the front line. I was a well respected commander. He 

was stronger than me. He took me by the arm to drag me away from the fire. 
There was no official anti-Jewish propaganda. But there was a hidden one. I 
am going to tell you one more story.  

 
38 47  Our regiment’s policy supervisor came to my battery. I was 18. He says 

“Grigory Semenovich, you should apply to join the Party [communist party]”. 
I say “No problem”. Some time later he comes to me again saying “I have a 
bad news for you”.  

 
39 12 I think to myself “What bad news could it be?” There was tradition to join the 

Party before a combat. I was afraid the bad news had something to do with 
my parents. He says ”You are denied to join the Party”. I was relieved. “You 
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are 18, and you can only join the Party through the membership in 
Komsomol”. I hadn’t been in Komsomol.  

 
39 39 So I was denied to join the Party. I assumed I wasn’t let to join the Party 

through my Jewish nationality. After I quit the army I worked in construction. 
Once I was told I should join the Party. I was 28. I went to the Party district 
committee. They told me “We cannot admit you to the Party because you are 
not a Komsomol member. You should first join the Komsomol”. 

 
40 10 And so I wasn’t let to join the Party again. (Laughs). I took is easy. But I 

think my nationality was the reason: they wanted to keep the Party clean of 
Jews. No, I didn’t. No concentration camps. However those who were forced 
to work for the Germans, women and young girls… The Germans were 
running away leaving them over.  

 
40 43 We were sending them to the Home Front. They had worked for them like 

slaves, taking care of the Germans… But they were not Jews, they were 
Ukrainians. They used to kill the Jews right on the spot. On the contrary, I 
tried to be as quiet at possible about my being a Jew. 

 
41 11 Another thing, I wasn’t promoted as fast as other officers. Over the time I 

was promoted to the captain’s rank I could have been a colonel. I used to be 
kept from promotion for long periods of time. At the front 3 months counted 
as 3 years. However I wasn’t promoted.  

 
41 40 Although I started early and was promoted to captain’s rank at 20, my further 

promotion was delayed and I ended up quitting the army as a captain. You 
know I’ve been living here in Canada since ’94 – 16 years. Here, I don’t know 
how to say this… they are so different…a different upbringing… In Russia, 
“…this is our motherland…” Here they are so different.  

 
42 29 Just talk to them… school students don’t know what it is! The Jews fought, 

the Jews didn’t fight… The upbringing and education is 
different…propaganda… In my opinion upbringing and education start at 
school and the family too. When a child… propaganda and the cinema too.  

 
43 03 If it’s at a low level, the new generation is not the same. They don’t know and 

don’t understand what it is. There is a synagogue in the house I live in. A 
synagogue. The synagogue and the rabbi don’t advocate…just smiling to me, 
blah blah blah that’s it.  

 
43 32 While that’s…they don’t recognize…they don’t recognize…they don’t give  the 

credit… Only God’s will. Our generation…we are nothing, we are nobody. I 
don’t have the impression here… not at all. Here I am with my decorations 
on, coming home taking off the jacket, that’ all. 

 
44 01 Never putting it on any more, that’s all. The only occasion I can put it on is 

the Victory Day. That’s all. Probably they advocate better in Russia because 
Russia went through the whole ordeal – the invasion, the camps, killings of 
the Jews, the Holocaust of the Russian Jews.  
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44 26 Millions of people vanished! That’s true. But here in Canada – just 
occasionally. In order to raise the awareness… like we were educated…I had 
lived in Moscow since I was 5 until the war began. We used to go to the 
children’s matinee movies… a movie “Chapayev”…  that way we were 
educated... 

 
45 02 …as patriots, devoted to our country and the great Leader [laughs]. 

Propaganda! Nothing of the kind here in Canada. Only you are doing this… 
Otherwise, nothing of the kind. Occasionally, from a holiday to a holiday, 
even so, they stare at me when I’m walking in the street with my medals on 
“What’s that?” 

 
45 30 I have medals and orders. Order of the Red Star. Order of the  Patriotic War. 

Those are the Orders. And Medals: for the Defence of Stalingrad, which was a 
major battle; Medal for the Capture of Vienna, which we took by the storm; 
Medal for the Capture of Budapest was awarded to those who fought there.  

 
46 08 The rest are anniversary medals. 40 years of victory, 50 years of victory, 20 

years of victory…those are all anniversary medals. The major ones are these: 
Order of the Patriotic Was, Order of the Red Star, Medal for the Defence of 
Stalingrad – a bloody battle, a slaughterhouse! So many people died in 
Stalingrad.  

 
46 37 Stalingrad? Because first of all the Germans were planning to capture Moscow 

first. They failed to capture Moscow. They were pushed back sustaining huge 
losses. Their second most important task was to capture Stalingrad on the 
first attempt in order to secure Caucasus’ oil resources. That was the road to 
Caucasus. 

 
47 05 Therefore they attached great importance to striking a blow at Stalingrad. 

Had they captured Stalingrad, next they would have attacked Moscow. In 
short I have told you about the battle in the rear. All died there. Only 50 men 
survived out of 750 – during this one operation, all were killed.  

 
47 37 The second operation – when I stopped the advancement of the Germans, 

that was my personal….personal…you see the war is a mass matter…also the 
Vienna offensive…other cities…Bulgaria, Sofia, Belaya Tserkov, a small town 
Belaya Tserkov where we were met by the partisans.  

 
48 07 … those were major…er…er…the rest were…Rostov. We captured village 

Oksayskaya. The Germans got scared and left Rostov without resistance. 
Oksay and Rostov were nearly twin cities. Stalingrad…all the time heavily 
bombarded…German tank counteroffensive…all that… How they left the city 
when it was bombarded to evacuate… 

 
48 55 A Plant…the Red…what’s the name…er…The Tractor Plant…where the workers 

formed a volunteer corps, got armed and started beating off German attacks. 
The Germans were in the city. They practically captured the city. The only 
stronghold they hadn’t been able to capture was General Rodimtsev’s.  

 
49 26 That was the only stronghold. After that the Germans were surrounded and 

liquidated. The entire city was in ruins. I had an impression that every 
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building had been blown up. The bombardments had been so heavy. The 
Germans sent lots and lots of bomber planes over Stalingrad. They were 
throwing kind of toys looking like pens. When picked up they exploded.  

 
49 59 That’s what it really was. During the Battle of Stalingrad we all appreciated 

the effectiveness of rocket launchers named Katyusha. They did a great job 
supporting us. That’s all. November 19th is the Artillery Day and Rocket 
Forces. This holiday is observed in Russia. 

 
40 38 Why November 19th? Because Artillery played an important role in 

surrounding German troops near Stalingrad. 3,500 artillery guns were in 
action there. Although my unit was independent, we were correlated with 
other units. The distance between artillery guns was a few meters. 

 
51 11 Over the entire front line there was a huge concentration of artillery, huge 

concentration! When our artillery conducted preliminary bombardment some 
of the Germans went crazy – that’s because of incessant raids. It was in the 
winter – German aviation had problems taking the air.  

 
51 42 They must have been short of fuel resources. At that time our aviation 

prevailed. Our aviation together with the artillery bombarded them. That’s 
why November 19th, the date of our offensive in Stalingrad is observed as a 
Day of the Glory of our Artillery and Rocket Troops.  

 
52 13 I was asked to make a speech but I had to decline – in 2 days. I have already 

made a speech based on a publication, and that would be too difficult for me. 
Had the Germans captured the entire Stalingrad area and pushed us out, 
behind the Volga River, that wouldn’t have meant we lost the war.  

 
52 44 I am sure that the morale in our forces was high... you see we could stand…at 

the beginning, in ’41 we used to run away, we were caught unprepared 
because of Stalin’s cowardly politics. He was apprehensive of everything. He 
was afraid to recognize that the Germans had been preparing for the 
upcoming war.  

 
53 10 He didn’t wish to consider to bring the troops up to the borders to face the 

Germans. He didn’t wish to do that. That’s why the Germans caught us 
unaware which gave them an upper hand to lead offensives for the first two 
years, especially at the beginning of the war.  

 
53 31 Large numbers of our troops used to get into pockets during the first months 

of the war. And the Battle of Stalingrad proved triumphant for our army, 
being a turning point in the war. After that we took the offensive for the rest 
of the war.  

 
53 47 That was the grave….er… the beginning of the end for the German army, the 

end of their activities at all the fronts. If you analyze the history, after the 
Battle of Stalingrad we turned to offensive for the rest of the war, here, there 
and everywhere.  

 
54 09 That became a big loss for the Germans. For a long time the Germans were in 

mourning for the death of their troops near Stalingrad. Lots of Germans were 
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killed there. More than 300,000 soldiers and officers, including POWs, etc. 
(Interviewer). Stalingrad…The Battle of Stalingrad became a turning point in 
the course of the entire WWII. 

 
54 45 Everything changed. First of all, it was a great factor for the morale of our 

troops everywhere: “What, Germans are surrounded?! 300,000 soldiers and 
officers?! Surrounded and captured?!” Our morale raised high.  

 
55 09  Thereafter we turned to the offensive. If you analyze the history, the war 

communiqués, we started taking back one city after another, one after 
another…The morale in the German troops was broken.  

 
55 25 When the war just began they used to march in France, with an orchestra… In 

fact they didn’t resist. Just surrendered, that’s all. Europe bowed down before 
the Germans. Just separate so-called encounters, that’s all. Otherwise, the 
Germans… 

 
55 49 There are newsreels showing the Germans marching with an orchestra… But 

look at them after the Battle of Stalingrad, dragging themselves, frozen to 
death, wearing blankets, hungry. They used to receive supplies from 
transport planes, we used to watch them at night flying over our heads, huge 
towers, Germans transport planes. We used to shot them down with our 
submachine guns. 

 
56 19 They used to fly low. We were excited. Even then we were in high spirits. 

After that German morale went too low. That’s why I’m saying that the Battle 
of Stalingrad…that I was lucky to participate in it. That battle was you know 
exactly…the Battle of Stalingrad was a turning point in the war. 

 
56 44 Even the Germans, and their commanders… admit in some publications… that 

the Battle of Stalingrad became a grave for the German army. That was their 
grave. Before that the Germans were advancing all the time. Even in ’42, 
prior to Stalingrad they were advancing, although much slower than in ’41. 

 
57 09 The war wasn’t…if we had to retreat, as I told you, we were retreating from a 

position according to a plan, moving the forces and covering the flanks – we 
didn’t run all of us, no. We were not giving them a chance to fortify their 
positions. 

 
57 25 At that time, in ’42, 64th army was caught in a pocket. That was nearly the 

end of the 64th army. We saved it. That’s why I am proud to have been 
involved in that battle. Stalingrad was a slaughterhouse. Early in the morning 
the soldiers were taking their place at the positions. In the evening, there are 
casualties – wounded or dead, the stretches and all that… 

 
57 59 And again and again new soldiers were sent to take their places. We have 

buried so many men! More than 1,5 million our men were killed near 
Stalingrad.  

 
  End of interview.  
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