
Yakov Jarchin                   Russian Vets                         
 

  1 
 

 
 
Jarchin 1 
Duration  11:54  
 
00:00 (Interviewer) Are you ready? (Jarchin) Yes, I am. (Man) Let’s start then. 

Please state your full name, your date and place of birth. Please look into the 
camera all the time. 00:21 

 
00:21 (Jarchin) Well, Yakov Iosifovich Jarchin. I was born in 1920, in the city of 

Kharkov. What other details? (Interviewers) Please tell us about your pre-war 
life. How old were your when the war began? 00:46 

 
00:46 I was 19. (Interviewers) Let’s begin from the very beginning. So you were 

born in Kharkov. What did you do before the war? 00:58 
 
00:58 I was a student. I finished high school before the war began. I was admitted 

to an institute in ’39. Enough of details so far? (Interviewer) Your family? 
Your life before the war. What did your family do? 01:21 

 
01:21 Ok. My mother and father came from Belarus. My father worked as a house 

painter for a long time after the revolution. When he grew old, that was right 
before the war, he got a job at a lumber warehouse. 01:46 

 
01:46 My mother was mostly a house maker. I have a sister, she’s still alive by the 

way. The way we lived, well how can I put it, was quite crowded and poor. 
Similar to all 10 graders, I was dreaming of becoming an institute student. 
02:13 

 
02:13 I was quite a good high school student thanks to my memory: I wasn’t too 

assiduous, but had a good memory. In ’39 I passed admittance exams to 
Kharkov Institute of Electrical Engineering. 02:27 

 
02:27 (Ring tone) Can we stop? (Interviewer) No problem. (Interviewers talk about 

making pauses in the interview) 02:50 
 
02:50 (Jarchin) I passed the exams and, despite my poor memory… sorry, my good 

memory…during my first year at the institute I wasn’t paying too much 
attention to studies, to put it mildly; instead I was just passing time. 03:09 

 
03:09 This episode has a psychological interest. I didn’t have any desire to spend 

time studying. We were a group of lazybones, sitting at high desks, throwing 
paper birds at our teachers. 03:30 

 
03:30 Long story short, if I had had to take an exam for 1st semester, I would have 

been dismissed from the institute. I didn’t know anything, I didn’t fulfill any 
laboratory assignments, just nothing, sorry. 03:43 

 
03:43 But I had an idea at the back of my mind. In November, ’39, when I was in 

my first semester, Kliment Voroshilov, the USSR Minister of Defence, issued 
an Order: those having secondary education, institute students or not, were 
to be drafted to the Army. 04:12 
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04:12 Prior to that, institute students were exempt from military service. So in ’39, 

instead of quitting the institute, I went to the Army. I was sent to a detached 
training battalion in Dnepropetrovsk, 04:35 

 
04:35 I had spent 1 year there before being sent back to 127th Kharkov Division. At 

that time I had a rank of a Junior Sergeant. That’s where I was, when the war 
began, 127th Division, that’s where I was. 05:01 

 
05:01 The war broke out quite interestingly from the historic viewpoint. I am not 

sure whether you, young people, remember. The common idea was that 
Hitler attacked us all of a sudden. 05:15 

 
05:15 I am going to tell you real details. Here they are. Around April we were sent 

to a camp, a summer camp. On April 15, 1941, right? 1941…right? We were 
alerted at night and ordered to carry a full combat gear, food, gas mask, etc. 
05:47 

 
05:47 We started moving westwards. The date was April 15, 1941. If you 

remember, the war began on June 22nd. We were moving by nights to be 
invisible for anyone. 06:04 

 
06:04 Sleeping by day and marching by night. We were marching cross-country off-

roads. By the 22nd… no wait, sooner, by the 20s of May, rather June, we 
reached the Dnieper walking all the way, close to Kiev. 06:26 

 
06:26 The place was called village Bobrik. On a starry night of the 22nd of June, 

while sleeping, we heard a thunder. That was a German air raid on Kiev. 
Those were just talks about the suddenness. The facts speak otherwise. 
06:44 

 
06:44  Besides, I’m sorry, but we knew that along with us, other divisions were 

marching on, including a Siberian division. While we were marching, Hitler 
started the war. 06:54 

 
06:54 That was how the war began. [inaudible] (Background conversation) If I give 

so many details, we’re going to need more than 2 hours. (Interviewers give 
instructions on how detailed the story should be)07:42 

 
07:42 I had an episode… (Interviewers) Tell us about the episode. (Interviewer 

gives instructions) 08:26 
 
08:30 After the war began, we were informed that the Germans were landing their 

airborne troops at the rear of our troops. Therefore, groups or teams were 
formed out of the staff of our rifle battalion, regiment and 127 Kharkov 
Division. The groups were given horses to patrol the nearby villages in the 
vicinity of Bobrik, in the evening time. 08:56 

 
08:56 Although I wasn’t a cavalryman,  I still rode the horseback to the nearest 

village, a “Selo” in Ukrainian; in the dark of the night, as the lights were not 
to be seen, we tied the horses up to the stable.    09:22 
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09:22 We were afraid there were paratroopers around. I ordered my detachment   
to charge their guns. This is normally done like this: you take 5 cartridges 
and insert them into your gun. Then you close and shoot. That’s it. 09:47 

 
09:47 It was a night time. I had a feeling that 4 cartridges instead of 5 had been 

inserted. I put the lock in place, positioned the gun and shot. I hit my horse’s 
jaw! I was beside myself for what I’d done. Someone called a 
veterinary…veterinary... sorry 10:19 

 
10:19 He started attending to the horse. He put the horse a tampon. We received a 

message saying, “Wrap up and go back home”. All of my people were 
horseback riding while I walked beside my injured horse headed to our 
station. 10:39 

 
10:39 Next day or a day later I was summoned to a military investigator for an 

interrogation on how everything had happened. His point was to find out if I 
had done it on purpose to get to prison in order to avoid being sent to action. 
10:58 

 
10:58 When I realized what his point was, I started proving him that it wasn’t the 

way he imagined it to be, and that I was a loyal Komsomol member. And so 
he got fed up with me and told me to get out of there. [chuckling] 11:06 

 
11:06 That’s how my war experience began. Later on we were put on a train and 

ended up near Vitebsk. At that time both we, young soldiers, and our 
commanders were inexperienced. That’s what my personal experience told 
me at the time. 11:31 

 
11:31 After the discharge, when our division was drawn up, it turned out that, for 

some reason, the staff was at the front while the infantry was at the back. 
Thank God the Germans were far away.11:43 

 
11:43 But when shooting started out, and the Germans were firing at us from 

mortars, it didn’t look like a war but rather like a mess and stomping…11:54 
 
End of file 
 
Jurchin 2 
Duration 12:06 
 
00:00 Our problem was this: the mess resulted in our running eastwards right away. 

It took us a couple of days… I am not sure for the command… to reach 
Smolensk. 00:13 

 
00:13 We dug out trenches near Smolensk. We sat in the trenches keeping the 

Germans from advancing for several days, despite the fact that we didn’t 
have any tanks at our disposal, just our infantry rifle unit. 00:39 

 
00:39 Little by little we were turning to a military state of mind understanding the 

situation, not being upset by every failure.  But nevertheless… in July we were 
ordered to leave the location and advance to a little town called Yelnya, 
Smolensk Region. 01:06 
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01:06 There were 3 more divisions beside us. One of them, I remember for sure, 

was Moscow Proletarian Division, ours was Kharkov 127th Division… I don’t 
remember the others’ names and numbers. 01:19 

 
01:19 For the first time in the history of the first war months we managed to push 

the Germans out of a small village near Yelnya. That was the first and rather 
successful offensive. 01:33 

 
01:33 (Interviewers) What year was that? ’41? (Jarchin) ’41. (Interviewers) They 

had a lot of casualties in ’41.01:48 
 
01:48 Before reaching Yelnya we had been running eastwards all the time. And 

there we fought back and captured a small town. (Interviewer) Yelnya? 
(Jarchin) Yelnya, Smolensk Region. It’s a history fact. Sorry. (Interviewer) 
Please look into the camera when speaking. (Conversation with interviewer) 
Please tell us again how you retreated from Vitebsk Region 03:20 

 
03:20 It took us 2 or 3 days, not sure exactly, to retreat from Vitebsk to Smolensk. 

(Interviewer) Put your hand down. (Jarchin) Oh, sorry, 2 or 3 days from 
Vitebsk… rather…not Vitebsk itself…Vitebsk suburbs…steppes or fields…where 
we were deployed 03:37 

 
03:37 We reached Smolensk, dug out our trenches, and successfully fought off the 

Germans for several days. Later on, one night, we were gathered to form a 
so-called military “fist”, meaning there were other divisions beside 
ours…03:58 

 
03:58 … I don’t remember what date it was… it was a fine sunny day…in the early 

morning hours… after an artillery preparation fire we started an attack. 
Luckily, the attack was a success. We captured a number of German prisoners 
of war. 04:16 

 
04:16 That was a big luck as the Germans never used to surrender. On covering 

about 10 kilometers away from Yelnya, we were ordered to return to our 
Smolensk location. 04:31 

 
04:31 Based on this first military heroic action, the 4 divisions that attacked a much 

fewer, in my opinion, number of Germans, were the first to be awarded the 
title of Guards Rifles Divisions: Moscow Proletarian Division got a title of the 
1st  Guards Division; ours 127th Kharkov Division got the title of the 2nd  
Guards Rifles Division.       04:59 

 
04:59 Further events were based on a previous scenario. The Germans gathered 

themselves into a “fist” and turned around to start an offensive. Immediately 
they broke through our defenses. 05:16 

 
05:16 It turned out that our retreat was a mess, with significant casualties; and 

when we had to wade the river Dnieper at its source, you know it’s sad, but I 
must tell you, while wading we were kicking away dead bodies of our 
comrades who had been killed or drowned in the river. 05:40 
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05:40 Our retreat, which in my opinion was quite a mess, lasted at least 1.5 to 2 
weeks. We stopped our retreat in the vicinity of Vyazma. The remnants of our 
Division were gathered in the vicinity of Vyazma. 06:05 

 
06:05 We were sent to an area near Moscow, because at that time the Germans had 

an order and were clearly making efforts to make a break through to Moscow. 
However, our division, for some reason… oh and our Division received a 
recruitment…our Division was transferred to Kursk Region. 06:24 

 
06:24 The main battle was in the suburbs of Moscow. In the winter our Army beat 

the Germans off Moscow thus securing its first major victory, which was for 
sure more significant than the victory near Yelnya. 06:38 

 
06:38 We advanced to the town of Lgov, Kursk Region. Near Lgov, again we 

encountered quite a fierce resistance on the part of the Germans. They turned 
around to an offensive and once again, as usual, started, putting it mildly, 
their advancement in the eastward direction.   06:59 

 
06:59 And so we reached Kursk. Kursk was surrendered, in my opinion, in a couple 

of days. Later on we reached a small town named Korosten, if I am not 
mistaken. 07:14 

 
07:14 I may be mistaken in terms of geography, but for sure we were east of Kursk. 

There the remnants of our Division were gathered again. We received a small 
recruitment. The Germans were stopped somewhere near Kursk, and it was a 
cold winter, the first winter of the war. 07:37 

 
07:37 We were stationed there for… the trenches were in the snow, the Germans 

were not active at the time, they didn’t have an appropriate clothing, not 
prepared for the winter.07:51 

 
07:51 The Germans held their lines with difficulty. If I am not mistaken, at the end 

of ’41 our 2nd Guards Division, quite battered by that time, was sent to 
Rostov.  08:10 

 
08:10 On January 15th, 1942, walking on ice, I, together with our units, crossed the 

river Don. We liberated Rostov… or, I’m not sure, maybe it hadn’t been 
captured by that time…probably we liberated… yes, we liberated…08:35 

 
08:35 We fought and liberated Rostov and almost reached Taganrog. Near 

Taganrog, the Germans stood solid, not letting us advance further. They 
threw down leaflets.08:49 

 
08:49 Here’s the story. Taganrog was located on top of a hill. We were at the 

bottom of the hill. It was both difficult and dangerous to move forward. The 
Germans kept throwing leaflets over where we were, saying, “We will 
surrender Berlin without fight if you pull off capturing Taganrog”09:09 

 
09:09 Well all this went on an on until the spring. We didn’t capture Taganrog 

despite a number of attempts. In the spring, the Germans undertook the well-
known offensive in Stalingrad. 09:25 

 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



Yakov Jarchin                   Russian Vets                         
 

  6 
 

09:25 As for us, we started a usual retreat running eastwards. Again, we retreated 
as far as Rostov, using those unreliable… what are they called? The rafts…the 
wooden pontoons.09:52 

 
09:52 And so we crossed to the east bank of Rostov and kept retreating to the 

Kalmyk steppes. The remnants of the Division were quite scanty. My 
battalion, which I think, altogether with the command, was fewer than 100 
men, was ordered to advance southwards, towards Mineralnye Vody area. 
10:17 

 
10:17 And that was what we did. While we were moving southwards, we had bogies, 

some of them had been given to us by civilians, and some were part of our 
equipment…some time ago. 10:32 

 
10:32 We were moving towards Mineralnye Vody for a couple of weeks. On arrival in 

Mineralnye Vody we were told that the top commanders… rather the 
commandant’s office was in Pyatigorsk. We went there. 10:45 

 
10:45 And the commandant… or sorry…what was going on in the city was 

called…you may have heard this term… “looting”. What does it mean? 
Everyone knew we were retreating and the Germans were about to invade the 
town; the townspeople were looting warehouses. 11:00 

 
11:00 Even shops and stores were being looted. People knew they were in for hard 

times. And so he said… I stood next to him…or, sorry…I have to interrupt my 
story. 11:15  

 
11:15 (Interviewer) Yes, please. (Jarchin) When we were near Taganrog, please 

insert this into my story…earlier I had been nominated for promotion to the 
rank of Sub Lieutenant. When we were stationed near Taganrog, Rostov area, 
I was promoted to the rank of Sub Lieutenant. 11:35 

 
11:35 My battalion commander, Senior Lieutenant… I forgot his name… and I were 

standing in front of the commandant’s office. He said to me, “Your  2nd 
Guards Division is ordered to march to Cherkessk area”--  11:50  

 
11:50 “You have the order to advance westwards”. I was standing there quietly. My 

commander was listening while taking the order to advance westwards. When 
we were on the way back I said, “Listen, everyone is running eastwards, 
there is no order in the town. Are we still going to advance westwards?” 
12:06 

 
12:06 
End of file 
 
Jarchin 3 
Duration 12:08 
 
00:00 We got our orders and went ahead. We went ahead… oh, by that time we had 

two vehicles. I can’t recall where they had come from. The battalion 
commander was at the front in an M-car accompanied by 3 soldiers. 00:18 
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00:18 I was following them aboard our truck, that’s what was left of our 
battalion…maybe… no, just one truck, full of soldiers… I was sitting next to 
the driver. 00:29 

 
00:29 We were moving westwards, towards the village of Pyatigorskaya. The 

highway was absolutely deserted. Neither Soviet nor German vehicles were to 
be seen. I started having a weird feeling. 00:44 

 
00:44 All of a sudden we were stopped by a lady, an elderly lady. She spoke 

Ukrainian. Do you want me to say it in Ukrainian? (Interviewer) Please tell us 
how it was in reality.00:55 

 
00:55 She said (speaks Ukrainian), “Guys, where are you headed? The Germans are 

there! Our troops aren’t there!” I said to my commander, “Listen, did you 
hear that?”01:09 

 
01:09 He said, “Are we going to listen to that babushka? Let’s go!” And so we went 

ahead. We reached the village Pyatigorskaya which was situated at an angle 
to the highway. We passed the first straight street and made a right turn. 
01:24 

 
01:24 There they were, the German tanks! They started machine gunning us right 

away. They shot at the M-car which was at the front. There were nobody left 
there. We were at the back. 01:33 

 
01:33 I yelled to the men, “Disperse!!” We rushed away. And then we saw German 

gendarmes walking along the curb, we knew them by special uniform. “Hände 
hoch!“ We put our hands in the air. 01:52 

 
01:52 We were taken to the village…The German trucks were fast to arrive. We 

were taken to a deserted place near the village Pyatigorskaya. In an hour, 
German trucks arrived carrying wooden pickets, hecks, shovels and wire. 
02:11 

 
01:11 We were forced to dig holes, plant in poles and wrap them around with wire, 

building a concentration camp for ourselves. We were pushed inside it. 02:20 
 
02:20 Here’s one more detail. After being pushed inside I heard a conversation, a 

noise, afterwards I heard someone saying, “Look over there, see? There are 3 
Kikes being taken into the camp”. 02:33 

 
02:33 One of our men, I don’t know who it was, gave the Jews away to the 

Germans… he figured out how to say it in German, that was not “Zhid” or 
“Yevrei” probably he said “Jude”. 02:50  

 
02:50 Those 3 Jews were taken out [inaudible] we were ordered to come closer to 

the wire fence. They were shot and killed in front of us. 03:03 
 
03:03 Some men came to dig a grave and bury them, end of story. I was shocked. I 

thought to myself, “I should flee”. My men who were lying next to me said, 
“Yasha, don’t be afraid, we are not going to sell you out”. 03:21 
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03:21 But you know, afraid or not, I decided that instead of staying I’d better run 
away from the camp. All ‘weapon’ that I had at the moment was a good steel 
spoon tucked inside my high boot, you know that was a soldier’s ‘weapon’, a 
steel spoon. 03:39 

 
03:39 I started looking for a spot where the wire was elevated from the ground 

because in the Caucasus the dirt wasn’t very soft. I started moving little by 
little. By the time it was dark… there were no lights there…I found myself 
lying side by side with other men, 5 or 7 meters away from the wire fence. 
04:02 

 
04:02    The Germans were walking along the perimeter, meeting and parting on each 

side, using their flashlights. It was like this: a guard walks towards the other 
guard, using his flashlight. They meet up, talk to each other and part. 04:14 

 
04:14 I used the time when the guards were far from where I was. Little by little, I 

crawled and placed myself near the fence. When they parted for the last 
time… well I had my back scratched all over, never mind, I crawled under the 
wire fence with my spoon. 04:33 

 
04:33 When the guards returned for the second time, I lied still, they parted again, I 

crawled again…I had a feeling I was moving too slowly, taking too long, I 
don’t know how it was in reality. 04:44 

 
04:44 Finally, I started running in the dark. I ran until the morning, making my way 

through the bush, jumping over tussocks. I was beaten and scratched all 
over. 04:54 

 
04:54 When I saw the morning  light, I found myself just 200 to 250 meters away 

from the camp. What should I do? I lied down still again, because the 
Germans were around, they were not hiding themselves. 05:12 

 
05:12  They could see me. Besides, they had dogs. I stayed lying down there until 

the night. Sorry, listen I can talk like this all day. (Interviewers) This is very 
interesting what you are telling. We’re going to edit anyway. 05:55 

 
05:55 (Interviewer) Were there other Jews that escaped? 06:02 
 
06:02 (Jarchin) No, I was the only Jew who escaped. (Background conversation) 

06:09 
 
06:09 Yes, I was the only one. How could I know who was Jewish? We were the 

same, hungry, etc. Where did I stop? (Interviewer) I was the only one who 
escaped. (Jarchin) So the next night I picked some reference points, stars, 
etc. I had a secondary education for God’s sake. 06:27 

 
06:27 I was moving southwards, more or less accurately and straightly. Why did I 

move southwards? I thought that the entire north area was occupied by the 
Germans. 06:38 

 
06:38 Also I knew that the Caucasus mountains and Georgia were in the south. I 

was thinking of getting as far as Georgia, right? That was my decision. And so 
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I, little by little… well, I moved on little by little, using a stick and a bag that I 
had picked up on my way…06:55 

 
06:55 Oh, and I stopped by villages where people gave me food, I mean bread. And 

so, by that time I wasn’t alone. We were quite a few, well what were we? 
Prisoners of war or not prisoners of war? 07:11 

 
07:11 We were walking southwards. The further we moved south, the colder it was 

getting, as we were ascending the mountains. And there were fewer villages, 
and less chances to get some food. 07:27 

 
07:27 Well and so…I ran into the Karachais… well how do I put it…I ran into the 

Karachais shepherds  pasturing sheep. Those Karachais, the local residents, 
were anti-Soviet rebels. 07:45 

 
07:45 That’s why later, Stalin sent them to Kazakhstan. When they saw me, they 

approached me and asked me who I was. I said, “Who? A soldier”. “Where 
are you headed?” 08:02 

 
08:02 I go, “I want to get away from the Germans”. “So you want to get away from 

the Germans? Who are you?” I go… well I didn’t tell them I was a lieutenant. 
My insignia were torn off. 08:17 

 
 08:17 Well, long story short…One of them lashed me with a whip. Another one 

started helping out the first one lashing me. They beat me up so that my shirt 
was wet with blood and torn to pieces. 08:38 

 
08:38 I stayed there lying down and weak. They went away. I heard them laughing. 

I lied, there, completely weak, for more than 24 hours. That’s how cruelly 
they beat me up. 08:52 

 
08:52 I was young and I gathered myself up. I realized there was no way going on 

walking: the Karachais, cold temperatures, no food… I started descending 
downhill. 09:09 

 
09:09 Sorry, there are some personal details… 09:15(Interviewers explain how to 

continue the story) Where was the concentration camp located? 09:46 
 
09:46 (Yarchin) Near the village Pyatigorskaya. 09:47 
 
09:47 (Interviewer repeats the story)Where was the village Pyatigorskaya?10:07 
 
10:07 (Yarchin) West of the city Pyatigorsk. 10:09 
 
10:09 (Interviewer repeats the story) Where exactly did the Germans capture 

you?10:29 
 
10:29 (Yarchin) The village Pyatigorskaya. (Interviewer) What year? (Yarchin) Forty 

second. (Interviewer) After you had spent some time at the front? (Yarchin) I 
had been at the front all the time. 10:44 
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10:44 (Interviewers make sure they didn’t miss anything from the story. 
Background conversation)11:42 

 
11:42 Long story short, I started moving south closer to Russian villages. I reached  

a standalone wooden house where 2 families – women and children alone – 
lived. 11:59 

 
11:59 While I stayed there for a couple of days, they gave me food, etc….sorry…and 

this woman said… 12:08 
 
12:08  
End of file 
 
Yarchin 4 
Duration 4:53 
 
00:00 She was the lady of the house with an older lady and 2 kids…She said, “It’s 

scary for women to be here on their own. I’d be happy to let you stay with us. 
You’re a man, and there are so many things for a man to help us out with”. 
00:16 

 
00:16 “But you know, village people say there are many prisoners of war, and 

someone saw my husband in Kislovodsk. I reckon you are a city dweller. 
You’d better go to the city, the city of Kislovodsk”. 00:30 

 
00: 30 And so I was on my way to the city of Kislovodsk. I reached Kislovodsk… let 

me skip minor details… long story short…I met an old man… I was hungry…I 
didn’t have anything to eat…00:47 

 
00:47 He said, “Come with me. I’ll find some food for you in my home”. He led me 

to 3 Rosa Luxemburg Street, Kislovodsk. Women and children who lived there 
surrounded the old man and me. 01:04 

 
01:04 They gave me some food. One of the women, or rather an old lady in her late 

60s, who lived there with her deaf and mute son, approached me and said, 
“Stay and live with me. We will weather through the hard times somehow, 
and being together will make it easier to survive”. 01:22 

 
01:22 And so I stayed with the old lady. Why? Because, I witnessed the execution of 

Jews in the concentration camp. I realized what I was facing otherwise. The 
exit from the city in the direction of Yessentuki was closed. 01:46 

 
01:46 There were fat chances for me to be caught by the Germans. And so I stayed 

for a couple of months until our troops entered the city… a couple or three 
months, something like that…yes, probably 3 months… 02:03 

 
02:03 They came to town. I went to the military commissariat, went through a 

medical examination, and got an order, along with other men, to report at 
village Prokhladnaya. 02:17 
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02: 17 That was the Transcaucasian area, not far from the Caucasus Mountains. On 
arrival we were put on a train. There were lots of people like me, i.e. those 
who’d come out of encirclement or ex. prisoners of war. 02:31 

 
02:31 All of us were sent to a Transcaucasian city of Kirovabad. In Kirovabad we 

walked along the streets under escort as if we were criminals. That was 
weird. Long story short, we were escorted to an NKVD (Ministry of Interior) 
camp near Kirovabad. 02:53 

 
02:53 Nowadays I can speak openly. So in the camp I was asked what my rank was. 

I, along with other men, was placed to live in quite a spacious dugout. I 
stayed there all the time until the end of investigation.03:16 

 
03:16  They gathered people who’d come from same places. Often there were 

fights… a person says, “You son of a bitch, a polizei!” That’s how they put 
people to live together in that dugout. 03:29 

 
03:29 When I came there, I told them everything. He asked me a couple of tricky 

questions. I said, “I had no contact with anybody. I didn’t know any Germans. 
I lived at this here address”. 03:45 

 
03:45 And then… well, here’s a Jewish detail… He said, “Fess up, otherwise you are 

in for serious consequences”. I said, “Sorry, I have nothing to fess up about. I 
am a Jew”. He was furious, “You are not going to be proud of your 
nationality!”04:04 

 
04:04 Well, so he wrapped up his investigation and I was sent to Tbilisi. In Tbilisi, 

we were given uniforms and got our orders to go to Yessentuki, North 
Caucasus, near Kislovodsk. 04:22 

 
04:22 There I was ordered to take a training at a machine-gunners school. In a 

month’s time, I ended up at the front. By that time, the front line was behind 
the river Dnieper. The year was 1943. Time was passing quickly. 04:41 

 
04:41 When I reached the positions behind the river Dnieper, almost immediately 

the Korsun-Shevchenkovsky offensive started where I was involved. 04:51 
 
04:51  (Interviewers, background conversation) 04:53 
 
04:53 
End of file  
 
Jarchin 5 
Duration 11:50 
 
00:00 (Interviewers ask questions about small details) 00:14 
 
00:14 No, I didn’t end up in a ‘shtrafbat’ (a battalion of military offenders). You see, 

I even… maybe…let’s go back to my story after Yessentuki, where I got my 
machine-gunner training…00:34 
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00:34 I was just an ordinary infantry man. After 6 months of being off action I 
needed some training: I escaped from encirclement, then I was in Kirovabad, 
in a camp…00:49 

 
00:49 Long story short, I was sent to a machine-gunners training school in 

Yessentuki. From there I was supposed to be sent to a shtrafbat, you are 
right. 01:02 

 
01:02 Why? Because… in Yessentuki, we didn’t know about that. But when we 

arrived at the reserve regiment, it turned out that the reserve regiment was 
not an ordinary one, only those who had escaped from encirclement were 
there. 01:14 

 
01:14 Later on we found out that we were to end up in shtrafbat #7, village Plavni 

Kuban area. Now I go back and continue my story. You’ll have to do some 
editing out of that. 01:29 

 
01:29 (Interviewer) We’ll do the editing, don’t worry. 01:31 
 
01:31 While in our NKVD camp, I fell sick with scabies because of being 

undernourished and because of poor sanitary condition in the camp. The 
scabies developed into a wet pyodermatitis, that messy thing I had on my 
face that didn’t heal for a long time. 01:53 

 
01:53 Long story short, on arrival to the reserve regiment I went to a medical unit 

there. I was referred to a hospital in Krasnodar, Kuban area. I stayed at the 
hospital for 1 to 1.5 weeks. 02:12 

 
02:12 The nourishment was good there; I was treated with some kind of powder 

medicine. Long story short, they got rid of my pyodermatitis – I was a strong 
guy, I got well. 02:24 

 
02:24 The attending doctor gave me a referral: I was to report to a regular regiment 

instead of my reserve one. The regular regiment was located near village 
Parshkovskaya, if I am not mistaken, right. 02:41 

 
02:41 Later on I was transferred from the reserve regiment to 2nd Ukrainian Front in 

Ukraine; right after arrival, I participated in the Korsun-Shevchenkovsky 
offensive where the German troops were surrounded. 02:54 

 
02:54 Afterwards we advanced southwards to Bessarabia, I was among those 

soldiers and officers who liberated Kishinev. Afterwards…the only thing…I can 
tell you about an episode… 03:15 

 
03:15 After we liberated Kishinev, our troops deployed in Bessarabia, just north of 

Kishinev. Our division’s position was very stretched because preparation for 
further offensive was underway. 03:31 

 
03:31 While some of the units position made “a shock fist”, our division was not part 

of it. We occupied a big front line just to block the way for the Germans. 
Naturally, the Germans knew about that. 03:43 
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03:43 Oftentimes they stole our soldiers:  in the nighttime their commandos, or 
whatever they were called, used to break into our trenches and grab soldiers; 
we even had to tie every soldier standing in a trench at a distance…was tied 
up with communications wire.. but that didn’t help much. 04:06 

 
04:06 One of the night… I had… by that time I was a platoon commander, if I’m not 

mistaken. I had my own small dugout with a roof, connected with the trench. 
One night I lay down to sleep; I was awakened by a loud noise of fire 
exchange. 04:23 

 
04:23 It was right before the dawn. Suddenly a big (according to my impression) 

German broke into my dugout. He was dirty all over, as he had had to crawl 
to get to our trenches. 04:37 

 
04:37  He saw… I had my officer’s insignia. He said, “Officer, officer, come, come!” I 

was half asleep and didn’t think clearly. But for some reason my hand 
reached, by itself, here, for the gun. 04:56 

 
04:56 Seeing my gesture, the German grabbed a grenade, pulled it, threw and 

jumped out. I, with my army experience, grabbed the grenade and threw it 
right after him. I heard the sound of an explosion in the trench. 05:12 

 
05:12 The German lost his leg, and I stood there, victorious as I could be, in the 

middle of wooden logs of the collapsed dugout. For what happened, I was 
awarded with my first medal, The Order of Patriotic War. 05:26 

 
05:26 I captured a prisoner, instead of being captured by him. Afterwards our 

division was transferred to Warsaw area. A major offensive was underway in 
Warsaw in the fall of ’45. 05:47 

 
05:47 Our division was among the shock units. It was on January 15th, if I am not 

mistaken… on January 15th, an attack against Warsaw started. Warsaw was 
captured quite quickly due to a very powerful artillery and because we were 
strong enough. 06:08 

 
06:08 We advanced westwards, in the territory of Poland, quite quickly. Our 

destination was Germany. We fought our way to the river Oder. The fights 
were not too fierce though. 06:20 

 
06:20 The Germans put up resistance, united in groups. They didn’t have a solid 

front line.  We captured the German stronghold to cross the river Oder. We 
lied in the sands along the dunes. 06:36 

 
06:36 Our heads were in the dunes while the feet were in the water of the river 

Dnieper... sorry the river Oder. At first, it was too bad; the Germans were too 
close, right behind the dunes, while we were on this side of the dunes. 06:51 

 
06:51 The grenades were killing many people. We were throwing them, the 

Germans were throwing them, oftentimes grenades blew up in our hands; the 
distance was too short. 07:01 
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07:01 And then, I don’t know who said, where he said it, one day, both Germans 
and we stopped throwing grenades. It was a violation, and it felt a little 
quieter. That was just one episode. 07:16 

 
07:16 Afterwards, our offensive against Berlin was launched. We advanced quite 

quickly. We were not in the epicenter on Seelow Hights where the Germans 
put up a fierce resistance. 07:30 

 
07:30 We were a little further north of that. On April 22nd, our 270th Regiment was 

the first to break through to Karlshorst, Berlin’s eastern suburb. 
Unfortunately, we fought our way into Berlin through fierce fights and 
considerable casualties. 07:47 

 
07:47 We advanced along Berlin streets, and on May 2nd, Berlin’s military 

commandant announced a surrender. You know, in the morning of May 2nd 
(the surrender had been announced on the previous night) we couldn’t 
recognize the city of Berlin. 08:04 

 
08:04 The city was all white. Those Germans, they are so terribly disciplined! The 

commandant ordered the surrender, and each and every apartment, each and 
every balcony put out a white bed sheet. 08:16 

 
08:16 By the way, here’s another small episode. The Germans stopped their 

resistance. If you didn’t run into one of our own drunken soldiers, you were 
absolutely and completely safe.  08:38 

 
08:38 Here’s another episode. 2 or 3 days later, we arranged a parade. Someone 

got trumpets somewhere, and the Colonel ordered to arrange a parade. I was 
standing on the sidewalk. 08:52 

 
08:52 I didn’t speak much German, I had studied some German in Russia. Besides, 

being Jewish, although I didn’t speak Yiddish, I remembered and understood 
many German words.09:04 

 
09:04 A German lady came up to me, “Officer, can I ask you a question?” “Yes, 

please”. “My husband is Jewish, I have been hiding him in a basement for 5 
years now, can I let him out now?” 09:18 

 
09:18 “Frau”, I said in German, “I am Jewish myself. Let him out and let him live”. 

“Oh, danke schön, danke schön! That was one of the episodes. If you have 
time, I’ll tell you an army episode, quite a serious one, ok? (Interviewers) Ok. 
09:44 

 
09:44 During the battle of Berlin… the river Spree runs through Berlin, its banks 

covered in granite, the upright banks. That is, you stand on the shore and 
down there the river runs, all its banks covered with granite. 10:01 

 
10:01 When we came up to the river, an order was issued… oh, and at that time I 

served as a staff chief of the Rifle Battalion. Stalin issued an order to cross 
the river at night in order to wrap up the battle of Berlin.  10:16 

 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



Yakov Jarchin                   Russian Vets                         
 

  15 
 

10:16  I said, “How are we supposed to cross the river? Using what? We don’t have 
anything to cross on”. He went, “Well we may send sappers… is the order 
clear to you? Go on carrying it out” 10:29 

 
10:29 What was I supposed to do? There is an order, I must carry it out. Our 

soldiers were few, approximately, half of the regular staff. At night… we had 
artillery and mortar units attached to our battalion. 10:46 

 
10:46 The commander stood by my side. I said, “Go on guys, fire in this direction. 

While you fire, we are going to down wooden rafts, that we put together using 
the trash lying around the place. 10:58 

 
 10:58 Everything was in ruins. Once we got down, the Germans opened fire: 

machine guns, assault guns, etc. That was a small river. There were many 
casualties. [inaudible]11:15 

 
11:15 I said, “Get out of here!” But the battalion commander who stood by my side, 

said, “Yakov, what are we going to do now? You and me will be… we are not 
obeying an order! “ 11:27 

 
11:27 And suddenly a thought crossed my mind; I had a good memory! I said to 

him, “Listen, there was a bridge north of this place. It may have remained 
undamaged. Let’s send someone and check if it’s good for crossing the river”. 
11:39  

 
11:39 I went there along with the guys. We saw that the bridge was damaged by 

artillery. However, the sapper who came with us said that it needed fixing but 
was good for crossing the river”. 11:50 

 
11:50  End of file 
 
Jarchin 6 
Duration 3:42 
 
00:00 … left of the bridge…I ordered the artillery and mortar men to fire same way 

as before. I said, “Don’t fire at this place, for the time being”. I took a group 
of mortar men along with me. 00:12 

 
00:12 While firing at the Germans across the river, we gathered all of the soldiers 

near the bridge… oh and the sappers launched a wooden span making it 
possible to cross the river by the bridge”. 00:28 

 
00:28 And I said, “Guys, now go ahead, fire direct laying, right at the other bank of 

the river!” They opened fire; the Germans were stuck dumb because they 
didn’t expect fire from that exact position… 00:38 

 
00:38 And we managed to get on the opposite side of the river. That lead to my 

being awarded with my second medal, the Order of the Patriotic War.   00:44 
 
00:44 (Interviewer) How many medals do you have? What are they? (Jarchin) Oh, 

they are all from the war time. They are at my daughter’s place now. 00:53 
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00:53 (Interviewers) Tell us about your medals. 00:57 
 
00:57 (Jarchin) What medals? A Medal for the Victory, another one For Liberation of 

Warsaw, another one For Capturing of Berlin, those are the medals from the 
war, right? 01:06 

 
01:06 (Intervievers) 01:14 
 
01:14 (Jarchin) And 3 medals – Orders of Patriotic War. After my demobilization 

from the army, I was getting anniversary medals almost every year. 01:25 
 
01:25 I have a lot of medals. (Interviewer) Which medals are the most important? 

(Jarchin) For Victory over Germany, Liberation of Warsaw and Capturing of 
Berlin. 01:38  

 
01:38 (Interviewer) What happened when you got back home? 01:42 
 
01:42f (Jarchin) When I got back home… (Interviewer)…(Jarchin) Thank God my 

father still worked, or sorry… They said, “As a matter of fact you don’t have 
any training, go back to your institute. 01:56 

 
01:56 And so I went ahead and graduated from an institute of civil engineering and 

got my first job. (Interviewer) You got married; how many kids did you have? 
02:04 

 
02:04 One daughter, she is here in Toronto, Canada. Her name is Inna. That’s her, 

over there. (Interviewer) And your wife? 02:12 
 
02:12 My wife is in a nursing home. She’s got Alzheimer’s. That’s how it is. 

(Interviewer) Is your grandson in Canada too? Is all of your family here in 
Canada? What year did you move here? 02:29 

 
02:29 I came to Canada in 1970. (Interviewer) In ’70? (Jarchin) Oh, no, in ’90. I 

mean I was 70 at the time. (Interviewer) Right after the perestroika? 
(Jarchin) What perestroika? (Interviewers) (Jarchin) Oh no, before coming to 
Canada I lived in Israel for 4 years. 02:51 

 
02:51 My wife had lived in Israel for 11 years. I wasn’t permitted to come to her for 

6 years. I was a refusnik in Russia. (Interviewer) Oh boy! What happened 
when you were a refusnik, did you lose your job? 03:06 

 
03:06 My wife and daughter left for Israel on their own. Oh sorry, when they left, of 

course, I lost my job. I had lived with my family in Tula. I was, how do I put 
this, well known in the city as a construction developer… 03:26 

 
03:26 Besides, I was a teacher at the University. And then, one organization headed 

by a decent man… he hired me and I worked there. Nobody bothered me 
right until I left the country. 03:38 

 
03:38 (Interviewer) Good, thank you! 03:42 
 
03:42 End of interview  
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