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Yasinovski 1 
Duration 11:51   
 
00:00 (Interviewer intro) 00:17 
 
00:17 (Yasinovski) Yasinovski, Izrail Lazarevich; town Rybnitsa, Moldavian ASSR; 

1924. 00:37 
 
00:37 (Interviewer) What did you do before the war? 00:41 
 
00:41 Before the war? (Overlapping conversation) I went to school…we were to 

catch spies. We lived close to the state border with Romania. We lived on the 
bank of the river Dniester. 00:59 

 
00:59 We lived amidst spy mania, so we had to watch for spies and catch them. 

Sometimes we did catch a spy or two. (Interviewer) What kind of spies? 
01:13 

 
01:13 (Yasinovski) Those…um… the capitalist spies! Spies from capitalist countries 

were sent to infiltrate and conduct subversive activities. (Interviewer) Were 
you, as students, supposed to catch them? 01:30 

 
01:30 (Yasinovski) Yes, we were. We had a special organization, we would gather in 

the evening to patrol the neighbourhoods detecting spies. (Interviewer) Tell 
about your family.  01:53 

 
01:53 (Yasinovski) Starting from my granddad? (Interviewer asks questions about 

family) 02:06 
 
02:06 (Yasinovski) Well, when I was a young boy, my grandpa and grandma were 

old people. We, kids, used to run around having a good time. I enjoyed 
visiting my grandpa and grandma. I went to school. 02:27 

 
02:27 My family…my father was a clerk, my mother was a bookkeeper, she had got 

a training as a bookkeeper after the revolution. I had an older sister. That 
was all my family. We had a house and a plot. 03:02 

 
03:02 (Interviewer) What happened when the war broke out? 03:09 
 
03:09 (Yasinovski) What happened on the first day of the war? I was on a summer 

vacation; the school year had just ended. We, the youths, came to 
know…although we had been prepared, as before the war broke out, we had 
seen troops passing through our town. 03:33 

 
03:33 The numbers were inconsiderable; they were passing through the town in the 

night time. The radio… we had a dish, a round dish; we called it ‘ the radio’. 
Molotov made a speech, saying that the enemy had attacked our country. 
04:03 
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04:03 Everyone was worried, that was the day the war broke out. (Interviewer) 
What did your family do? 04:16 

 
04:16 (Yasinovski) Everyone worked. (Interviewer) In what way did your life 

change? 04:23 
 
04:23 (Yasinovski) Later on, the Germans crossed the border; our junction railroad 

stations were bombed; evacuation of all the factories started; those who were 
let to leave workplaces were eager to flee… 04:45 

 
04:45 …because we lived in a small, mostly Jewish shtetl. The trains bringing troops 

were used to take evacuees to safe places, far from the front line. And so we 
left. (Interviewer) Where did you go? 05:14 

 
05:14 (Yasinovski) As usual, the Jews were evacuated to Tashkent. (Interviewer) 

What was there in Tashkent? (Yasinovski) In Tashkent, I got a job as a turner 
apprentice at a munition factory. 05:31 

 
05:31 I worked as a turner during the war, making 82 mm mortars. I accomplished 

a level of a 5-class turner. I would have worked longer as a turner, if not for 
the army draft. (Interviewer asks questions). 06:03 

 
06:03 I was drafted as everyone else.  I was already liable for a call-up. When the 

war had broken out, I had been just 16. I had lived far from the front for 2 
years, working at a factory. And then, I was drafted like everyone else. 06:38 

 
06:38 (Interviewer) (Yasinovski) I was drafted despite the fact that I had an 

exemption as a munition factory’s high-class turner. I stood face to face with 
the military commissar. He said to me, “Who is going to fight for you? Uncle 
Vanya?”07:03 

 
07:03 I said, “No, I am going to…myself”. I turned around and left. (Interviewer) 

(Yasinovski). Mine was a regular army service: I was an infantryman. I was in 
a reserve infantry…um…an infantry division...a reserve one. 07:38 

 
07:38 They gave draftees march training before sending them to the front line. I got 

into a regiment school, where they trained for junior officers, giving the 
draftees an opportunity to get a specialized training. 08:04 

 
08:04 I gave march training to many draftees who were then sent to the front. As 

specialist staff members of the reserve regiment, we were kept at the home 
front. 08:19 

 
08:19 As a staff specialist, I served there for quite a while. Our service was a hard 

one, with a horrible climate. (Interviewer) Where were you at the time? 
(Yasinovski) I was in…um… Samarkand. I was drafted in Samarkand and sent 
to the junior commander training school. 09:10 

 
09:10 The school was subordinated to an infantry officers’ advanced training 

program. I even remember the commander’s name which was General 
Marshalkov. That was where I served, our school was subordinated to that 
program. 09:41 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



Izrail Yasinovski              Russian Vets                         
 

  3 
 

 
09:41 (Interviewer) Was it in Samarkand? (Yasinovski) It was in Fergana. I was 

transferred from Samarkand to Fergana. (Interviewer) Please go on. 
(Yasinovski) The school was stationed in Fergana, in barracks previously 
occupied by the Red Army.  10:15 

 
10:15 The fortified areas were called a fortress. [inaudible] After the training was 

over, they marched to the front. We were giving draftees march training. 
Over my period of service, I had trained… I was involved in training 8 march 
units. 10:58 

 
10:58 (Interviewer)11:07 
 
11:07 (Yasinovski) The training time depended on where the soldier had been 

drafted, it varied from 2 weeks to 3 months…training soldiers. We trained 
them in shooting at the shooting ground. (Interviewer) Did you see the end of 
the war while serving in that school? 11:32 

 
11:32 (Yasinovski) No, I didn’t. (Interviewer) What was between the school and the 

end of the war? 11:37 
 
11:37 (Yasinovski) After the school? (Interviewer) Yes, after the school. 11:45 
 
11:45 (Yasinovski) We got to…11:51 
 
11:51 End of file   
 
Yasinovski 2 
Duration 11:52   
 
00:00 …to the reserve regiment, where we gave march training to the soldiers, who 

were thereafter sent to the front. (Interviewer) Did you get to the front too? 
(Yasinovski) Yes, I did. 00:14 

 
00:14 (Interviewer) Please tell about your combat activities. 00:17 
 
00:17 (Yasinovski) We got to the front after the Battle of Warsaw. The Germans 

were retreating. We dominated. After that, we were involved in the assault on 
Berlin. After the Battle of Warsaw, there was hardly any resistance. 01:03 

 
01:03 We approached the river Vistula, and, after staying there for a while, 

proceeded to attack. The Second Front was opened. We went on. We passed 
through Berlin...01:21 

 
01:21 …from East to West to take part in the liberation of Berlin. (Interviewer) Your 

memories of the Battle of Berlin. 01:39 
 
01:39 (Yasinovski) Of Berlin? Ruins, the city lied in ruins. Not as much as Warsaw, 

Warsaw was destroyed more badly. However, the city of Berlin was very 
much in ruins. 01:56 

 
01:56 (Interviewer) Tell about the Victory Day. 02:08 
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02:08 (Yasinovski) The Victory Day? We had been through with the war prior to the 

Victory Day, prior to the day the victory was announced. We celebrated the 
Victory Day as early as on May 2nd. 02:30 

 
02:30 We had a real and open celebration, because the German army group around 

Berlin, that we had taken by storm, was done away with. They had been 
trying to break through to Berlin to help Berlin residents. 02:49 

 
02:49     We stopped them and did away with. Afterwards we got to Brandenburg 

located between Berlin and um…Paris, some place there, in Germany. It was a 
major German city. 03:17 

 
03:17  I was in Warsaw…rather we went to Berlin. I saw Berlin attacked by 

our…Okudzhava or what was his name… (Kantaria) who hoisted the Soviet 
banner. I, alongside many others, signed on one of Berlin’s buildings. 03:54 

 
03:54 (Interviewer) The Reichstag? (Yasinovski) The Reichstag. That was how my 

army service was. In Berlin, after the war, to conclude the treaty, the Allies 
divided the city of Berlin. We served there. 04:38 

 
04:38 I was assigned to serve in the ceremonial battalion. I was called to the 

ceremonial battalion due to my height, my medals, everything. We were to 
meet all the military leaders. 05:03 

 
05:03 We were to meet them in Tempelhof, to accompany to Karlshof, where the 

Occupation Group HQ were located and where the treaty was signed on May 
8. I served, as a ceremonial officer, in the ceremonial battalion for almost a 
year.  05:39 

 
05:39 I served the rest of my term…um…on the Baltic Sea islands, near Germany; 

that was where I served until the end of my service. That was where I was 
demobilized from the army. 06:10 

 
06:10 Those were 3 islands. Here’s a story of how we got there. Near Berlin… we 

marched 400 plus kilometres on foot. We walked there from Berlin. Why? If 
you remember, Churchill made a speech in Fulton. 06:46 

 
06:46 Don’t you know? (Interviewer) Please go on. (Yasinovski) That marked the 

beginning of the cold war. Churchill made a speech attacking the Soviet 
Union. 07:11 

 
07:11 They wanted to prolong the war. The situation was advantageous for them to 

prolong the war and conquer the world. However, he wasn’t supported. When 
he made that speech, our troops were ordered to move on to the British 
border. 07:47 

 
07:47 We walked there. I was demobilized from the army there. (Interviewer) What 

was after the war? 08:03 
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08:03 (Yasinovski) After the war, I continued my service in Germany. I wasn’t to be 
demobilized yet. Men of my year were not yet to be demobilized. 
(Interviewer) What was after demobilization? 08:23 

 
08:23 (Yasinovski) After demobilization, I went to study at the Institute, in Odessa. 

I graduated from the Mechanical Department, majoring in refrigeration 
equipment enginering.  On graduation, I worked as an engineer. (Interviewer) 
Tell about your career as an inventor.08:56 

 
08:56 (Yasinovski) As a child…as a young child, I had a talent for inventing and for 

making things with my hands, I loved doing that. At school, my favourite 
class was… (Interviewer) Beautiful! Let him tell the story first. 09:32 

 
09:32 (Yasinovski)…technical drawing…At the Institute, descriptive geometry was 

my favourite subject. (Interviewer asks about anti-Semitism during the war) 
09:57 

 
09:57 There were some manifestations and oppression by the authorities. Jews 

weren’t let to…There were some manifestations, that’s right. There were 
accomplished anti-Semites… 10:16 

 
10:16 …who clearly hated Jews. During the war, I served in a mortar company. We 

were 7 Jews there, in our company, 7 out of 20 men. That’s how it was. Anti-
Semitism was everywhere. 11:02 

 
11:02 There was an oppression coming from the authorities, not letting Jews 

develop themselves; especially commanding officers were oppressed. I 
witnessed a speech made by my company commander. 11:33 

 
11:33 A Polish woman said, “Are you a ‘Zhid’ (in Russian a derogative name for a 

Jew)?” ‘Zhid’ is the Polish word meaning “a Jew”. They called Jews ‘Zhid’. 
11:52 

 
11:52 End of file 
 
 
Yasinovski 3 
Duration 11:51   
 
00:00 There was no word for “Hebrew” in Polish. “Are you a Zhid?” On hearing ‘Zhid’ 

he said to her, “Stop it! We don’t like it!” That was frowned upon, but still it 
was evident. And eventually, anti-Semitism found its way with the “Doctors 
Case”. 00:23 

 
00:23 That was when the authorities launched the “Doctors Case”. Stalin had tried 

to do away with the Jews back in ’37, ’38. Jews were in the party, Jews were 
everywhere. They were moving on, seeing a social solution to the Jewish 
issues. 00:55 

 
00:55 Stalin saw his personal enemies in the Jews. He was trying to eliminate them. 

We learnt about that much later. Basically… basically, Stalin was popular as a 
leader. People trusted in Stalin and Lenin. 01:33 
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01:33 Then came the dethroning of the cult and on and on it went. Most of people 

were kept ignorant, not knowing what was going on in real life. These were 
my impressions. 01:59 

 
01:59 (Interviewer asks about most memorable episodes). 02:30 
 
03:30 (Yasinovski) I always hated the war, in general...  (Interviewer) Why? 

(Yasinovski) …and the army, in particular. I had nothing in common with it. 
Although, elite border control troops were stationed in our...they were border 
guards 03:04 

 
03:04 Despite that, I felt negative towards the army, the army laws, the army 

service regulations etc. One thought in particular bothered me: the thought of 
a possibility of killing a human being. That was out of the question. 03:39 

 
03:39 That was how I felt towards the army. Some people say, “I liked the army. I 

loved the army!” This is stupid! This is human stupidity! The army! Just listen 
to them, they loved the army! 04:11 

 
04:11 (Interviewer asks about most memorable episodes) 04:27 
 
04:27 (Yasinovski) First of all, I had never felt like a coward. I didn’t think of a 

possibility of being killed. Not even a thought of a possibility of being killed. 
The Germans… the Germans as a nation… I felt quite friendly towards them. 
04:59 

 
04:59 I had a feeling that it wasn’t their fault. Once, during the war, we captured 

some German trophies…in the battlefield…where the battle had been going on 
the day before… 5:25 

 
05:25 Among the trophies, we found a bottle labelled “Alcohol”. I took with me a 

man to go to the battlefield. We saw a wounded German lying there. “Let’s go 
ask him what this is and if it’s good for…” 05:54 

 
05:54 “Let’s go”. When approaching him, he yelled from the distance, “Nicht 

trinken!” which meant, “Don’t drink!” Well, we started talking to him, my 
German was quite decent. 06:22 

 
06:22 He asked me “What will happen to us?” I said to him, “The war is over for 

you”. “What will happen to us?” I said, “You’ll be taken to a hospital. They will 
fix you up and you’ll be OK”. 06:43 

 
06:43 That was how I treated the local people. I felt with my guts that the Germans 

as a nation didn’t wish to fight. There was no reason for them to fight. A war 
is the most stupid thing in the world! The most stupid thing in the world, a 
war is! 07:12 

 
07:12 I hated the war. I feel like creating rather than killing. I love making things 

with my hands, I love creating things. That was how I ended up being an 
inventor, inventing. 07:42 
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07:42 At the factory, when the authorities approved and started encouraging 
inventing… that wasn’t until Khrushchev came to power and the 
‘Sovnarkhoz’s’ (economic councils) were created...if you’ve ever heard about 
them… 07:58 

 
07:58 That was when they realized that any progress required the development of 

technology. That was when we created our design bureau at the factory 
where I worked at the time. 08:14 

 
08:14 I became its leader and started…I had been working on innovation projects 

since long before; it’s safe to say that all my activities were related to and 
aimed at innovation. 08:35 

 
08:35 I worked on rational usage of all the resources the human race possessed. I 

worked on optimization of the rational usage of those resources. However, in 
the course of my work, I encountered a lot of resistance. 08:57 

 
08:57 The resistance was mainly coming from individuals who weren’t able to 

produce anything new. That was the beginning of my career as an inventor. I 
invented a machine, and this and that. There wasn’t a spot at the factory that 
I didn’t revise or remake my own way, making it more rational and 
optimized… 09:38 

 
09:38 Along the way, I encountered a number of envious individuals and spiteful 

critics…That was how I became an inventor… I was born an inventor. 
(Interviewer) Tell us more about your personal wartime experience. 10:40 

 
10:40 (Yasinovski) I had a conversation with a German officer. It happened after the 

war. That was a memorable conversation. He was a house-painter. He worked 
in our barracks where I was a company duty officer. 11:09 

 
11:09 We started talking about this and that. At some point, he said in German, 

“Hitler is bad”. I said, “Stop...stop! Wasn’t it you who yelled yesterday, “Heil 
Hitler”? He said [inaudible], “Yes, it was”. “Why wouldn’t you yell?” He started 
telling me a story…11:51 

 
11:51 End of file 
 
Yasinovski 4 
Duration 9:04   
 
00:00 …a story about Hitler coming to power, about poor life of the German people 

after the defeat in WWI, during Wilhelm’s years in power. People starved at 
that period in Germany. He went on telling me about the improvements after 
Hitler came to power. 00:30 

 
00:30 He went on, “You have been to our German homes, haven’t you? We lived in 

plenty, we had everything!” True, they had everything. People worked hard to 
be able to create affluent households, um…00:53 
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00:53 Um…I used to watch Germans working, and I picked up their style. I loved 
watching them work! Why wouldn’t he yell “Heil Hitler”? However, if he wasn’t 
able to lead the country the right way, serves him right! 01:14 

 
01:14 That was one conversation with a German. One more thing that amazed me 

in Germany was their respect for work, the way they worked. As I have 
mentioned, I had been into photography before the war. 01:44 

 
01:44 While in Germany, we had cameras. I decided to make photos. There was a 

demand for that. People were sending photos to their families. I went to a 
workshop where a group of craftsmen – carpenters, etc. – worked. 02:18 

 
02:18 I asked them to make a magnifier for me. I had had experience making 

magnifiers at home. Based on that experience, I decided to make one while in 
Germany. 02:31 

 
02:31 I tore a lamp out of a German Messerschmitt. I used it as a focus reflector, 

light concentration…I had to put it together…making an apparatus out of 
wood.  I came to the Germans working in a workshop, “Help me with this”. 
03:07 

 
03:07 He said, “OK, wait” and went away. He disappeared. I figured out he didn’t 

wish to help me. Nothing of the kind. On seeing [inaudible] he went to select  
a suitable material to use in this apparatus... 03:42 

 
03:42 …with less expenditure, that is to make it more efficient. I found him sitting 

on a pile of scrap trying to pick up a material. I asked him about it, he said, 
“Don’t worry, we’ll do it”. All of a sudden, a signal…a siren went off. 04:07 

 
04:07 “What’s that?” “Here, in Germany, we have a lunch break at noon”. Everyone 

goes to lunch, just everyone! Comes noon, everyone is out; they even turn 
the electricity off, just no power supply. 04:33 

 
04:33 He said to me, “Nicht strom!” which meant “no electricity”, no electricity at 

all. He went to have his lunch. Did he have his lunch in a hasty manner, the 
way we did? Did he have his sandwich and got to work? Nothing of the kind! 
He lied down on his workbench and relaxed. 05:16 

 
05:16 He just had a rest. I said, “Why?” “Nicht strom”. Once the “strom” was back, 

he stood up slowly and got back to work; he found one thing, trimmed up 
another thing, hammered the third thing…05:41 

 
05:41 One nail didn’t go the way he wanted, it just crooked. He started picking the 

nail out! It took him a long time to pick it out, but eventually he succeeded. 
He straightened the nail and hammered it back the way he wanted. 06:06 

 
06:06 I took it as a lesson of respect and love for one’s work; I learnt that one has 

to improve one’s skills all the time. That lesson meant so much to me in my 
future life. That was another story of my encounter with the Germans.  06:33 
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06:33  Well, all kinds of stories used to happen. Such were the twists and turns of 
life. (Interviewer) (Yasinovski) I participated in the Victory Parade dedicated 
to the victory over Japan. 06:47 

 
06:47 …in Germany…Have you heard of such a parade? (Interviewer) Yes. 

(Conversation) 07:02 
 
07:02 The parade… I participated in the parade of all our troops…When Germany 

sustained a defeat, the Allies gathered to celebrate and conduct a parade. 
07:32 

 
07:32 That was where I realized that the English were NOT able to fight. I realized 

how vehemently and purposefully it was expressed in our country, how it was 
subject to militarism… something I hated. 08:08 

 
08:08 I met with Englishmen and Americans there. I marched under the Victory 

Arch there. Do you know the Victory Arch in Germany? It’s near the 
Reichstag. That was where the parade started. 08:37 

 
08:37 Basically, my service in the army was just the negative aspect inside of 

me…anti-war…(Interviewer)  09:04 
 
09:04 End of file 
 
Yasinovski 5 
Duration 5:48   
 
00:00 The parade was called for. All the leaders flew in… the higher military 

echelons…Those were Eisenhower, Montgomery - the English Commander-in-
Chief, and De Gaulle. 00:37 

 
00:37 I saw them with my own eyes. We met them. Eisenhower stopped near me. 

His retinue accompanied him. He touched one of my medals. “What does it 
mean?” He was given explanations. 01:07 

 
01:07 He was told by the translator that the medal was equivalent to the American 

Star, one of the American medals. The Star looked like our Star of the Hero of 
the Soviet Union. 01:31 

 
01:31 [inaudible] [chucking] We would take the Star, pin it up on top of our awards 

so that it looked as if we were Heroes of the Soviet Union. I had a chance of 
seeing the world…the war in general. 01:52 

 
01:52 (Interviewer) Tell about your medals. 02:01 
 
02:01 (Yasinovski) I have a lot of commemorative medals. (Interviewer) Tell about 

your combat medals. 02:10 
 
02:10 (Yasinovski) Combat? (Interviewer) Yes. (Yasinovski) Medal for Bravery; 

Medal for Combat Merit; Order of the Patriotic War. I wasn’t a lord of the war 
though! I wasn’t eager to plunge into the thick of the battle. 02:34 
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02:34 However, I wasn’t a coward either, no I wasn’t. I mightn’t have been a 
conscious hero, but I didn’t use to hide; I would stand under Germans’ fire. 
On one occasion that happened in my squad…rather platoon… under my 
command – an automatic rifle failed.   03:15 

 
03:15 That was the “Degtyariov” model. That was the third weapon that failed 

during an action. It wasn’t well adapted for fighting in Germany, with mainly 
sandy soils. It wasn’t adapted to be used on a sandy soil. 03:35 

 
03:35 [inaudible] I grabbed the rifle…in the middle of an action…explosive bullets 

blowing up everywhere...bullets flying around… Despite that, I went on; I 
went on to throw the rifle to his feet…the battalion commander’s… 04:00 

 
04:00  I said to him, “What kind of weapons are we supplied with? What do they 

think we should use in action? This is the third weapon that fails us!” 04:12 
 
04:12 He was sitting in the trench, looking out and wondering why I wasn’t hiding. 

The first words from my commander were, “Lie down! Why are you sticking 
up there?” 04:28 

 
04:28 He looked at me and said, “You’re making a living target out of yourself! 

Where are you from?” I said, “From Odessa”. What else would I have said? 
He didn’t know the name of my home town. I said, “From Odessa…from 
Odessa”. 04:49 

 
04:49 “I can always tell an Odessan character!” (chuckling) Yes, he could tell an 

Odessan character! That was the end of the conflict. I hate the war. I hate 
submarines. I hate the nuclear weapons. 05:09 

 
05:09 I just h-a-t-e them! They make me sick! I have never fought with anyone in 

my life! If anyone would pick on me, I would just leave. I have always had 
lots of friends. That’s that. (Interviewer wraps up). 5:48 

 
5:48 End of file 
 
End of interview  
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