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00 00 Eugene (speaks English, this is a literal transcript): Eugene Kats. I was 

born January 6, 1925 in a small town near Vilno – Desna. Before the war we 
didn’t have any industry, people was very poor. In some houses there wasn’t 
enough to put on the table. My family was 6 children and parents. 

 
00 31 We used to live in a one-bedroom house until the WWII started. In our town 

there were 6 synagogues. People, mostly religious people, eat kosher, all the 
small towns Jews used to live. Pilsudsky took over Poland in 1920.  

 
01 04 …Russian. He gave the land to the Polish legion. There was no industry, 

mostly farming. In our town was one little factory to make bricks, that’s all, 
nothing else. The war started in 1939. Germany divide Poland, Germany and 
Russia divide Poland on September 17, 1941.  

 
01 33 Germany start the war with Russia June 22, 1941. The Germans came to our 

town, end of June they was already in our town. The town is located on 2 
rivers – Dvina and Desna.There was no fighting because they wasn’t able to 
cross the rivers. They left the town and went to Vitebsk. The Germans went 
150 km into the Russian territory. 

 
02 19 In Desna there was fighting, the whole town was destroyed.  When they came 

in they organized a ghetto. They gave us 2 hours to leave the houses and to 
move into the ghetto. The ghetto was very small, in a room like this used to 
live 10-12 people. 

 
02 46 3-4 families. People sitting you know, sleeping was no place. When the 

Germans came all the hoodlum from the city went to war with the Germans. 
Police when they started to beat up the Jews, they started…they got a free 
hand. The police would come to the city, pick up guys and girls, take to the 
Kommendatur, molest them, they would bring them home half dead.  

 
03 22 Now the students would go to school together. Everything was fine before the 

war. Every day they used to pick up people to clean the snow, to clean the 
streets, to clean everything, to work 10-12 hours. There was a Yuden Rat in 
the ghetto who looked after the communication between the Germans and 
the Jews. 

 
03 50 Every day they were there you know they would ask for gold and money and 

clothing in the winter time they would take all the…who have good clothing 
would take away. We were left with nothing, sometimes people would freeze. 
1941 was a very cold winter.  

 
04 17 Frozen down to  40-42 below zero. It went on like this till June 14, 1942. Lots 

died, lots was killed. The police would go in, they would shoot the youths… 
(Len: Hold on) like target practice. Nobody didn’t say nothing. We was not 
allowed to go in the sidewalk, we was not allowed to go out from the ghetto.  

 
05 01 Some people attempted to go out, go to farmers and to trade something for 

food – clothing or money or anything. Lots of people starved to death. My 
mother died sitting in the corner, February 8th of starvation, there was 
nothing to eat.  
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05 23 Older brother was killed December 6th ’41 in the Russian army near Kursk. 

When they started to liquidate our ghetto…when they came in they picked out 
100 Jews, lined them up near the church and picked up every 10th separate. 
Not able to change. He wanted to change you know, one father was in the 10 
and the 2 sons came to go with the father. 

 
05 57 They removed the 90 people, the 10th are shot. He told the wire was cut. 

Something will happen they will do this every day. Life was unbearable. No 
heating, no food, nothing, a pound, a half of pound of bread. June 14, 1942, 
they were playing around, the Germans would come in, to surround them to 
get them to leave. 

 
06 30 June 14, there came lots of Germans, they surrounded the ghetto, they start 

to scream, run from the houses, they burnt the house with the people. Behind 
the ghetto was a sand, a sand place, you know. People was waiting, the  
farmers dig 2 big graves with shovels. They were waiting.  

 
07 08 It was 6 in the morning. When they saw they started to kill, the children were 

killed…put alive in the graves. 900 people ran away. There was nowhere to 
run. White Russian…They had groups organized. They went to the swamps. 
15 km from our town, big swamps. They lived like animals. 

 
07 47 They would go out from the swamps to find something, steal potato, milk or 

something at night. There was little farms…ran out with axes, sticks to get the 
Jews and take them to the city…them the cloths, tobacco was a deficit and 
salt, it was the price. 

 
08 21 900 ran away from the graves. Left 12 survived (cries). I was one of them. 

When I went to the partisans, they were on the territory where the Russian 
army went back. Germans pushing them, they left, lots of ammunition, guns 
in the swamps. We start to find the guns, mostly the officers in the Russian 
army… 

 
08 55 …organized the partisan groups. To go in there you had to have your own 

gun. Without the guns they wouldn’t take. We used to blow up trains, put 
mines in the highways, kill motorcyclists, putting a wire across the highway, 
we cut off their heads. We got in the swamps in our area 2 groups.  

 
09 34 Vetrov’s brigade and Suvorov’s brigade. In our place the commander was a 

Russian officer. Was about 300 Jews in the group. He was the commander. 
The other group was mostly Russians who ran away from the front line. I 
write 2 books I have everything there. …When I saw who he is I say “I want 
to go to the army.” He says “You can go but leave your gun here”. I say “My 
father used to work a controller in the bushes. He used to send wood to 
Europe, to Germany, anywhere”. 

 
10 34 And the farmers was very friendly. We were sitting in the swamps. My brother 

ran away from the grave. I was not able to meet him for about 2 months. We 
was afraid to meet each other. I was in partisans to fight the Germans in the 
Russian groups. 

 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 Eugene Kats            Duration  44:55                         Russian Vets, Interview date Dec 09/2010 
 

  3 
 

11 09 Got The Medal for Bravery. (Len: how did you get there?) On the front line. I 
was a gunner in the front line. And we knocked out 2 tanks. Not too many left 
over. 2 of us left over. We knocked out 2 tanks. General came and told me 
“You have a Medal for Bravery”. The other one  medals from the partisans. 
(Len) We didn’t have a front line in partisans. 

 
11 41 Near Minsk was 40,000 partisans. When they didn’t have a place where to go 

to move back to Germany, were black in the roads, with the railways and 
everything. They remove 4 divisions, about 100,000 Germans, who start to 
fight with the partisans. 

 
12 05 For 6 weeks we lost 25,000 people. We came to the railway, there was 

Tartars, Lithuanian – SS, Ukrainian, Germans, 5 lines. The commander told us 
if from 100 we survive 1 not to look back. The artillery was already crossing 
the whole territory. The plane was hanging every day, the German planes. 
They would drop special bombs, in Russian we call fougasse, termit.  

 
12 42   If a bomb would fall a metal would melt. This went on for 6 weeks. On the 

territory they killed the people who live there too. When we went out from the 
area we went another territory. When the Russians start to push them back, 
in June ’44 we was united with the Russian army. They give us new uniforms.  

 
13 27 They put 10,000 and new from the hospital everything and they sent us to 

the front line. That was the idea, Stalin’s policy. They promise miracle, you’ll 
go, you save Russia, we’ll look after you. They didn’t have what to give. And 
they sent 10,000 partisans to the front line.  

 
13 52 Not too many left over. There was thousand dying every day. Supply for the 

Russian army was very far and they didn’t have enough trucks. We didn’t 
have what to eat. We used to eat sometimes dead horses, in the winter time 
was killed, in November, we eat them in January. 

 
14 19 What happened to my family, I go a little back. I was a gunner, later I was 

behind a heavy machine gun. I was very calm and quiet, because what I saw 
didn’t bother me…near Konigsberg in  Kurlandia, Latvia, Lithuania. And I was 
doing a good job there. I was wounded 3 times. The medal what I have, the 
Russians used to send in every Jubilee – 50 years after the war, 20, 30 years. 
The Russians sent me. 

 
15 05 Partially we was once in the Ukrainian division, because if they need help on 

the front line, they move people…the Ukrainian send and the White Russia, 
partisans – these are the medals what I got. The Germans start to push the 
army. They send in 6 tanks in 1 section. And we knocked out 2. The most 
place in the tank is in…to the tower. If you hit this place the tank is paralysed. 

 
15 41 Can’t do nothing. When we knocked out 2, the other 4 turned back. He gave 

me the Medal for Bravery. Heavy artillery, 57 millimetre artillery, very 
powerful. The German tanks was very heavy, heavy metal, you know hard to 
knock out. We did 2 tanks, the other 4 turn back… 

 
16 16 …and went back to the German part. The soldiers what we did tank the 

Germans, was knocked out with guns. On the tanks you can’t do nothing. We 
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knocked out 2 tanks, the other 4 run away, turn back. The German army… I 
was 17 years old and I saw what they did. And I did my part for the WWII. I 
never took them…if a German would surrender, I didn’t take them to HQ. I 
would kill them on the spot.  

 
16 54 Once 8 surrender, we used to have the Russian guns, 71 bullet, you know. 

And the commander told me to take them to HQ. I went about  200-300 
meters. I shot them, I came back, I said “They start to run”. I feel perfect! 
You know…because…I was 46 years in Canada, in business, furniture 
manufacturing, I never hire a German.  

 
17 27 One came in, I was badly you know short of upholster people, when the 

German started talking, I say right away “Fill out application and I’ll call you”. 
He say “Maybe you don’t want to hire me because I’m a German? I’m not a 
German, I’m an Austrian”. I say “They know the history of Austria, Adolf 
Heifman was born in Austria, and the Fuhrer was an Austrian, and the SS and 
the Gestapo – 60% was Austrian”. 

 
18 01 6 children and the parents…My mother… My older brother went to the Russian 

army before the war. He was killed December 6, 1941, near Kursk. One 
sister. I had 2 sisters. When the Germans came in, they pulled her out, she 
was 19 yeas old. They pulled her out  from the house…didn’t recognize…they 
killed her. 

 
18 32 The older brother, the 2nd one was with me in the partisans. The parents, the 

older sister, the father was killed June 14, 1942 when they liquidat the 
ghetto. My little brother run away to the swamps. When I met him we went to 
the partisans together. We used to have a very close family – 

 
18 59 White Russians, we grew up together. We went in December 6…January 6th, 

1943 to a village of Prudy, we went, this was the Old Christmas. They put on 
the table food and booze and everything, we put our guns in the corner. One 
of the brothers remove the dog – each farmer used to have a dog. We was 
quiet, don’t argue. When we  sitting at the table... 

 
19 36 …they opened the door and tried to kill us in the building…in the house. The 

other brother say “We help you to find him”…they try to take us out from the 
house, they tied up my right arm to my brother’s left. The officer from the 
partisans, they didn’t tie up, went out from the house and untied the rope and 
start to run. 

 
20 12 He went from the left to the right and I went the other way. They kill him 

there. They kill the officer and I run away. When I run away, it was cold, it 
was January 6, lots of snow. They knocked out 2 discs from machine gun, 
each disc 47 bullets and didn’t touch me even.  

 
20 39 I came to the group and I got sick on a stomach typhus.  They told me my 

brother was killed, the other one and the commander. And I told not to tell 
anybody, I want to go to the village to see the 2 brothers who did the job. I 
came there, I find them there in the house, I pulled them out of the house, I 
killed both of them. 
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21 17 One was a bachelor, finish the Polish army. And the other one’s married and 
his wife took a 1 year old child. They start to…the city  run away to them to 
hide in the city. Because a dead German was the best German. I didn’t see 
the other one. Because I saw what they did. I hate, because you know my 
first cousin was going with a child 6 months, they child start to cry to the 
grave already. 

 
21 58 There is a rifle, to clean the rifle he pull out …hit him in the head… he killed 

him…the child to the grave dead. That was what I saw. If I  wouldn’t see this, 
maybe I wouldn’t do it. For Bravery, for the Partisans and other medals. I was 
on the front line all the time. 

 
22 26 They transfer sometime. I went to heavy machine gun. On each corner of the 

division there were machine guns on little wheels, 250 bullets in each section. 
2 people – one is carrying the bullets, one remain with the machine gun. And 
I was behind the machine gun.  

 
22 49 When they used to try to get out from the…in Kurlandia to get out, to break 

the line, from the sea was the Navy and we was holding so they was not able 
to run away. You can’t allow them…they would go 5-6 times a day you know 
to try to get through the lines. They have a hand grenade with a long 
handle… no Jews, just soldiers, try to break through the line. 

 
23 39 I wouldn’t start to shoot until they would be close – 100-120 meters. A 

machine gun like this, you can’t go through. I was there for 6 weeks till a 
mortar hit and knock out my…I went to the hospital.(Len) He was recognized. 
You see we was the best fighters because we know what they did.  

 
24 13 A million and a half Jews in the army in all the armies who fight the Germans. 

A million and a half Jews. (Len: in which army?) Heroes in Russia, the Jews 
was the biggest majority among the nations. The Jews…a Gold Star and the 
Order of Lenin. Why? Because they trust them, because…was lots of general 
Jews, lots of officers, commanders, because Stalin trust the Jews.  

 
24 55 The Jews would never surrender to a German. We always used to have a 

couple grenades in reserve in case there is no way out. Because when the 
Russian soldier surrender they put them right away the chair “Are you 
communist and the Jews?” They would kill them right away.  

 
25 18 The Jews was the best fighter in WWII becaise they didn’t have what to lose. 

And they pay what the Germans did to Jews, they killed 6 millions. They trust 
the Jews. I used to have a special paper with another name. I was able to 
stop a general with a gun and ask to check the papers. 

 
25 46 A special group, you know like secret agents. Mostly they trust the Jews. They 

Jews used to…not all of them, but I got…they give me a name “Ivanov”, a 
Russian name in the paper. You can stop anybody, any officer to check 
papers. Lots of spies was there too. 

 
26 16 When I was wounded in 1944, when I was going to the hospital,35 km from 

our town, I pull out the history from the hospital. I came to our town Desna. 
When I came to Desna I saw all the murderers, all the hoodlums who worked 
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with the Germans, sitting together with the chief of the KGB, there was 
maybe 20 families after the war left over who came back, from the partisans, 
older people. They start to tell me all the stories what was going on. They 
was afraid. And I put together all the information, I went to the Major and I 
ask him, I say “What’s going on here? 

 
27 13 The people who murdered the Jews, they are now working with you, they 

have positions?” I gave him all the information. He sent the people, you 
know, like the police to arrest me and put me in jail in a basement. (Len: 
what year was this?) ’44.  

 
27 44 My hand was bleeding, everything…In the morning I call, and I say “What 

happen, what I did?” Major Suzdaltsev told me “You can go back to the front 
line” A doctor was there, look and say “It will take a couple of weeks, he can 
go, till he get to the front line, everything will be fine”. 

 
28 08 Because I told them “What’s going on in our town?” He got all the hoodlums 

who worked with the Germans, work with him now. They were supplying him 
with food and booze. (Len) Yes. I didn’t go to the hospital, I went to our town 
and I saw the disaster was going on – the murderers who killed and robbed 
and everything were working with him. 

 
28 29 Yes, I told the KGB officer who was looking after the city. They tried to get rid 

of me, send me to the place where the doctors were picking up to send to the 
front line. He told me I am a deserter, I didn’t have the right to leave the 
team to come to the city. 

 
28 51 When he found out what I know he tried to get rid of me. Sure, he was 

working with them, you know, they were supporting him, bringing him booze 
and honey and meat, everything. He was living there like a king. 

 
29 05 And in this time  inspection from Moscow came in to the voyenkomat [Military 

Commissar’s Office]. When I saw this I went to them, I say “I want to talk to 
you”. When I told them all the story he arrest the major, he pick up all the 
hoodlums, and send them, they never return back.    
 

29 33 25 people. From jail they took me to the place where they have the inspection 
to send to the front line wounded soldiers or new people and they put me in 
there too. 3 officers from Moscow – a colonel and 2 captains came to inspect, 
to check. And I told them everything…  

 
29 54 … that really did happen. He offered me to stay there. Sure they would kill me 

– I had lots of enemies there. They remember me, where I was born, a 
hundred years. I went back to the front. No, nothing medals. Yeah, they 
know. Back to the front line.  

 
30 14 There was special papers like you know, like a secret agent. Because there 

was lots of people that the Germans sent, you know spies too. People can 
check any time. Because my biography was clear and they saw my file. They 
trust me….(Mila: please say it in Russian) SMERSH (counterintelligence) who 
checked if there are spies, who are not agents…no, no this is on the front line.  
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30 58 Out of the town. 10,000 partisans went into the army. They talk to everybody 
who went in and they pick up people whom they trust and they give the 
papers. Secret – nobody didn’t know. I find one in the army was a policeman 
in a big town – 

 
31 22 In Smolensk, near Moscow. Was a policeman. Later they took him to the 

army and I was to find out something, they asked me to befriend him, they 
need a picture. I have this picture. We were very friendly with him. Kniazev, 
Russian “Zhlob” (jerk).  

 
31 44 When we got the picture, take out to his parts, Smolensk, he was the biggest 

murderer there, was working with the German police, killing people, not just 
Jews, everybody. This was our job – to find out somebody there, help to find 
them. No, no, I didn’t go … the front line.  

 
32 23 …get friends with him one day…in the front line there is no…you know if…if it 

was to find somebody, get the information from the territory, they would ask 
me to befriend him and to get his picture. I didn’t go anywhere. 

 
32 34 I was in the front line. But if they would get some information from the 

territory occupied by the Germans, they brought me the name of Kniazev and 
they ask the get his picture. We was playing around you know, we went out 
you know it’s hard to get a photograph, we find a photograph, we make a 
picture. 

 
33 00 They cut out the picture, send to Smolensk, they find out who he is. They 

have some information before they send me out to the …(Len). The man was 
in the town, in a big city near Moscow, a policeman, a murderer. Later, one 
day, when the Russians came in, he went into the Russian army and he came 
to the front line. 

 
33 26 600 kilometers the place that he was working there. And the intelligence 

worked there to find out which division he is in, and they came to me  and 
they say “Get somewhere his picture”. No, no I did not. To find a photograph, 
have a picture… I have in my files….he wouldn’t say nothing where to get this 
picture (Len)…the information they got already.  

 
33 56 But they wanted me to verify if he was the right man. They picked him up, 

they took him away. When I befriended him we was very close you know. I 
ask him I say “We have to go somewhere to get a picture”. When we get the 
picture, I give to the intelligence and they find out who he is. 

 
34 23 (Len: who was he?) He was a murderer in the police department, he was 

killing people, killing Jews, killing Russians. And they took him away. He was 
working with the Germans. They give just papers, if you feel something is 
wrong or somebody…We used to go in the partisans, 3 partisans would go to 
watch and … 

 
34 52 …in the bushes if the Germans are coming or something, we would have to 

sleep with one eye, and in the pocket to keep a gun because someone would 
kill the other 2, take the rifles and walk to the Germans. They Germans would 
send them into the partisans. 
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35 07 They would stay with the partisans, a couple of months later they would kill 

them, get the information. 6 kilometers, he was in the swamps and they was 
in the villages. When I went to clean snow in 1942 in winter time, I was 6 
years with the best friend in school, the same desk. 

 
35 34 When I pass by he was going to school and I was cleaning…I look at him, 

smile, he pass by and spit in my face. Was the best White Russian friend for 6 
years. He was in our house like a child. And this is what he did. 

 
35 58 They turn into animals. They used to stay when they kill the Jews, lots was 

there because people run, …the graves…they would ripple the shmatas from 
the people. That’s why I take the life of the Germans because I saw 
everything what they did. 

 
36 19 They Germans…the atom bomb, and we go into Japan. You see Russia was 

used to the Jews, used to be in the small towns, tailors and butchers, 
barbers. But when come to the front line Jews they hate, put the Jews till the 
end.  

 
36 46 (Len: I didn’t understand, sorry) They hate against the Germans, when you 

try to do the best, try to kill them. Before the war the Jews was tell…you 
know what this try….kill 6 million people. We try to run, I was the youngest, I 
say “Let’s go to Russia”. My father he have a horse in the city, he is not 
going, they remember the Germans from WWI. 

 
37 24 “You know they was very good with the Jews”. We didn’t have radio, we 

didn’t have hydro, we didn’t have any information, we didn’t have TVs – and 
the Jews didn’t know. 40 km from our town 2 boys run away from ghetto. 
They came to our town. They say the ghetto have a Yuden Rat.  

 
37 54 When they start to tell everybody there …the president of Yuden Rat told 

them “If you open your mouth once more, we’ll take you to the Germans. 
You’re a liar”. I visit Israel 30 times and I met 2 people, I met 2 gentlemens, 
6 years ago. We used to have free rides on the trains for the medals. 

 
38 21  We used to get paid for the medals money every month. Free the street car. 

We didn’t have to stand in line. The partisans didn’t have to stand in line…not 
too many left over (cries). But we got privileges later. 

 
38 46 I got an officer, a Tartar. He called me…he called me “Zhidovskaya morda”. 

When they start…when the Germans start to shoot I went behind him and I 
put 2 bullets between his…between his shoulders – and he is gone. The 
second number say, a Russian, he died two hours before the war was over, 
he say “The Germans didn’t start, Shakir was dead already”. I say “There was 
not enough place for 2, one have to go” (laughs).  

 
39 25  (Answering Len’s question). I know them, I didn’t meet them. They was in 

another section. The movie except the wedding is a 100% true story. We 
didn’t have weddings in partisans. The officers…I meet the sister of one in 
Toronto, she was here. She give me the card. They live in…they live in 
Florida. 
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39 45 They were in a separate…they were in another part of Poland. You see when 

you come to interview you’re losing lots of things. But I went to visit the place 
where they catch me – 6 years ago. And I went into a farm to ask how can I 
go through swamps …and a woman is digging potato. 

 
40 21 I say “What is your name?” She say “Krot” [a mole]. Before the war we didn’t 

have hospitals… her grandmother like a…when a child was born…not “a nurse” 
but those who assists in child delivery… [Mila: midwife, obstetriciain. Len:OK] 
That’s right. 

 
40 52 I start to give her names. She say “Yeah that’s all my family”. I ask “What 

about Zhuravsky?” She say “Oh lots of things went wrong. They give away 2 
Jewish boys to the Germans, and they was killed” I say “I was there and I kill 
him”. It was a mile from the place we was not able to go to the car, 9 km to 
the area. 

 
41 37 A women in the field remember what happened 35-40 years ago. Mostly for 

the Jews. But the closest to the family kill and we would go into the bushes to 
the swamps, get guns and fight back. Lots of Jews would survive. We was 
sitting and waiting till they will come to kill us.  

 
42 03 I am not a professional speaker you know, but when you start to talk about 

this a little bit you know. I brought I’ll give you 2 books. There is 6 true story, 
my is on 949…edition 5,500. I used to go with Owen Abrams you know, I 
would sign books, I didn’t take, didn’t get nothing, the money colleted went 
for charity. 

 
42 29 I donate. Lots of them were Jews – generals, colonels, the tank commander 

who took Auschwitz was  a Jew. Lots of people in high position was Jews. But 
then Stalin liquidate. When the State of Israel, Russia was the first one to 
recognize, they figured they would have a supporter in the Middle East,…the 
Americans, and this is when the trouble start. Start to kill all in ’46, ’47. 

 
43 12 I went out from the army, I went to Riga, Latvia. I left Riga in 1957. In ’57 I 

came to Poland. I was looking for the chief of the police who was there who 
kill the brother. I send out letters to Red Cross across the world. On one day 
the KGB the Polish came in, took me to the police station. 

 
43 46 Interrogate me for 4 hours about this man. He ask me “Would you recognize 

him?” I say “I would recognize”. They say “He’s dead”. When he got from Red 
Cross that a relative Eugene Kats is trying to get in touch with you, he was in 
the police in Poland, he went out in the back yard and kill himself. He was 
afraid to face me.  

 
44 18 I came back from Russia…in Poland…he would put on glasses…he got my 

name, my address, everything, but he was afraid to meet me. I remember 
what I did there. He was the chief of the police in our town. He would kill 
Jews on the spot… He would pick up  girls in the street and would rape them. 
He got a free hand.             
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