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Duration 3:12 
 
00 00 My name is Boris Abramovich Khaykin. I was born in 1925 in town 

Novozybkov, Bryansk Region. As a little child I went to a number of 
kindergartens. Later I studied at school. 00 38 

 
00 38 I graduated from grade 7. I can confess: I was not too eager to study any 

longer. I decided to go to work. But in order to get a job I had to take an 
apprenticeship program. 01 05 

 
01 05 I decided to follow the example of my cousin. I took an apprenticeship at a 

barber’s school. It wasn’t a school actually, it was just an apprenticeship. I 
stayed at a barber’s shop imitating the skills of serving clients. 01 51 

 
01 51 Soon the war broke out. A commissariat officer came to close our barber’s 

shop. We were taken to the woods and ordered to serve new army recruits. 
We had a lot of work to do. The tools were not too good at the time.   02 48 

 
02 48 We had to use hand hair clippers to serve new recruits. The hairs were up to 

our knees but we were performing our service. (One second) 03 12 
 
03 12  End of file 
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Duration 3:20 
 
00 00 I can tell you that after the work was finished we returned to our places of 

work. At that time we started serving clients at our old places of work. At the 
same time German planes started flying over the territory of our town. 01 00 

 
01 00 Our Town Council started giving out evacuation documents. The evacuation 

documents indicated that we had to evacuate by our own devices. They 
indicated that we had to walk 500 km as we were not entitled to any cart or 
other means of transportation. 01 50 

 
01 50 (Please continue) And so we were off walking our route. We had walked 

nearly 120 km when a horse rider approached us and told us that the column 
in front of us was supposed to change the direction. And so we followed his 
instructions. 02 43 

 
02 43 We didn’t have any luggage, no clothing either, just the cloths we had on at 

the moment. (Was that the beginning of the war?) Yes, it was. (Had you been 
already drafted to the military? Please tell us how you were drafted and how 
you got to the front line) 03 08 

 
03 08 (Do you have something to wipe?) Yes, I do. 03 20 
 
03 20  End of file 
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00 00  We were sent to Voronezh. But we had to go work on a collective farm. My 

mother didn’t want to, but we talked her into doing that. 00 24 
 
00 24 We ended up working on a collective farm. (Please sit in your chair 

comfortable, don’t lean forward.) 00 37 
 
00 37 End of file 
 
Boris Khaykin 4 
Duration 1:28 
 
00 00  Working in the collective farm’s fields we watched over the main road. We 

could see that our troops evacuated moving in the opposite direction from the 
front line. 00 23 

 
00 23 I realized that we needed to continue…our attempts to get on a train. We 

decided to move to Tashkent. We didn’t see Tashkent as the train rushed by. 
(continue) 01 06 

 
01 06 Well, we got off at a station outside of Tashkent…(You please…) 01 28 
 
01 28 End of file 
 
Boris Khaykin 5 
Duration 11:39 
 
00 00 In town Turtcul. There were no jobs in that town, meaning a job in my line. I 

looked for a job, and there was no chance of getting one. We had to make the 
living to survive. And so I decided to get a job on a collective farm. 00 31 

 
00 31 I left my parents in the town of Turtcul. I got a job as a barber on the 

collective farm although there weren’t too many men there. I was mainly 
serving the farm’s managers. 01 01 

 
01 01 I was paid with a ration pack: some flour, grain, rarely meat. I gave it all to 

my parents who stayed in the town. I was waiting all the time for an 
opportunity to get to the army. 01 41 

 
01 41 And such opportunity occurred: I was drafted into the military. I was to enrol 

the Military Infantry College in Ashkhabad. The program was 6 months long. 
01 59 

 
01 59 We were given individually tailored uniforms and fit knee-high boots. However 

we weren’t drafted as officers. Instead, following Stalin’s directive we were 
sent to the front as private soldiers. I got to Ashkhabad Military Infantry 
College there. 02 48 

 
02 48 I got to the front in the summer time, in August. (When was your first 

battle?) My first battle was when we took our position in the trenches. (What 
was the location?) It was in Ukraine. 03 32 
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03 32 … By the end of the year. It was a village. We were placed in the trenches. 

We were given ammunition and guns… each one of us… (Your most 
memorable experience). The most memorable experience was when a 
German airplane started firing at our airplane. 04 17 

 
04 17 The German pilot shot our plane down. I saw our plane plunging into a lake. 

(your personal participation in the war: did you participate in an assault?) I 
participated in an assault on 2 occasions. 04 42 

 
04 42 We were told: “Catch a prisoner of war and you can go back to the home 

front with him”. They took my prisoner away from me. And I had to continue 
advancing in the direction indicated by the command. 05 10 

 
05 10 We had an attached self-propelled gun…a gun. The gap between our trenches 

and the German trenches was about 1.5 km. (In what major battles were you 
involved? Kursk, Berlin… where did you happen to fight?)05 58 

 
05 58 I happened to fight…Most of the time we were part of the second echelon, as 

ours was a break-through division. Once we had captured an area we were 
withdrawn to the second echelon. 06 31 

 
06 31 Afterwards fresh forces used to come to our positions. As I was with the 

regiment’s colours, it meant that most of the time I was guarding the HQ and 
the regiment’s colours.  06 56 

 
06 56 I was wounded… I can tell you… not in action. A sniper wounded me. I was 

put on a truck and taken to the home front. I was admitted to a hospital that 
was in a catholic church. 07 34 

 
07 34 I was in a grave condition. (Were you mistreated as a Jew during the war by 

your command during the war and fights?) I was highly respected as I served 
our regiment’s HQ. I stayed with the HQ all the time while new personnel and 
personnel from other units arrived for interviews with the command. 08 36 

 
08 36 (Where were you when the war was over?) I was 60 km short of reaching 

Berlin. The town’s name was [inaudible]. One of the most memorable places 
was the town of Szczecin. 09 04 

 
09 04 There was a number of other places that I didn’t pay much attention or made 

an effort to memorize the names. I wasn’t interested to know my 
whereabouts. I knew my position. (After the war was over, during the peace 
time, what did you do?) 09 37 

 
09 37 After recuperation I arrived at Novozybkov. The medical commission found 

that I was a group 2 invalid. I was unable to perform my usual job due to the 
hand/arm injury. 10 16 

 
10 16 I received my first pension. After that I decided to go to a vendor kiosk where 

I could buy 100 g of sausage and 50 g of alcohol. (Did you have a chance to 
share your war stories with the youth back in the USSR or here in Canada? ) 
11 02 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



Boris Khaykin                    Russian Vets                        
 

  4 
 

 
11 02  Yes I did. I made speeches at the Pioneers’ House. I lectured in connection 

with my profession in sanatoriums when I lived in the Caucasus area. Well, 
actually not too much. 11 35 

 
11 35 (Thank you so much!)11 39 
End of interview  
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