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Nina Korovkina1 
Duration 13:50 
 
00 00 My name is Nina Korovkina. I was born in Kharkov city in 1922. My parents 

were students at that time. It was before the revolution. 1 year after that, my 
parents moved to Moscow. 00 21 

 
00 21 Afterwards I lived in Moscow until the age of 58, except for the time of the 

war. When the war broke out I was a Medical University student. I had 
completed 2 years at the University. 00 40 

 
00 40 As we all know on June 22 the war was announced which nobody expected. It  

was very spontaneous. Nobody was prepared for the aggression. Everyone 
was able to get prepared for defensive, as I think. 00 56 

 
00 56 When Stalin met with Hitler I lived in Moscow. Once I saw their photo in one 

of the official governmental newspaper. Hitler appeared to be smarter than 
our leader. 01 21 

 
01 21 I can’t judge, but in any case Stalin was absolutely unprepared. The country 

wasn’t prepared for the aggression. It was terrifying for everyone. I was very 
young and patriotic at the time. 01 40 

 
01 40 The next day or in a few days time after the war began we were called to 

come to the University. We were formed up. We had just finished 2 years of a 
good Moscow University. 01 57 

 
01 57 It was one of the best Medical Universities among 4 others. We were told that 

we were going to board buses, 16 persons on a bus, to go to Smolensk, which 
was quite far away… well everyone knows it wasn’t that far away from 
Moscow…02 13 

 
02 13 But for us it was, because of the war. Everyone knew that the Germans were 

moving forward very fast. We boarded the buses, 16 persons on a bus, to go 
and dig antitank ditches. 02 27 

 
02 27 We met a battalion there only equipped with spades, no weapons at all. We 

joined the battalion digging antitank ditches which, in fact, was ridiculous 
because were young girls. I was younger than 19, 02 49 

 
02 49 Most of the rest of the girls were a year older than me. So we started digging 

antitank ditches using those spades. At the same time the Germans started 
moving forward very fast. 03 02 

 
03 02 There were horrible air raids. Many people were killed there. However at that 

time nobody disclosed that information to the Soviet people. Afterwards the 
16 of us were ordered to stay with the battalion. 03 19 

 
03 19 I was the team leader. I was called after some time… Well, we helped, we 

would bring food, wash in the river, I’m not going to tell all that. Afterwards I 
was called and told that only 8 people had to stay. 03 37 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



Nina Korovkina                    Russian Vets                         
 

  2 
 

 
03 37 We were only 8 people who stayed. The air raids became fiercer. The 

Germans were moving on. I was called again and told “Girls, you’ll have to try 
and get to Moscow on your own, because you’re neither this nor that. 03 49 

 
03 49 First of all, you’re going to continue studies to become doctors. We don’t 

know how long the war is going to last. You may be of use as nurses or 
doctors”. That was what happened. 04 02 

 
04 02 “While here you’re of no help, instead you may become a casualty”. Walking 

along the highway we reached a small settlement’s railway station. What we 
saw there was a real nightmare. 04 18 

 
04 18 Everyone was running away with children, pets, strollers… horrible! The 

Germans were moving on very fast. We were among the crowd at the railway 
station. We saw German fighters making dives to shoot at the crowd. 04 41 

 
04 41 And then we decided to leave there as the trains were overcrowded and there 

was no regular schedule. We were young and healthy. We didn’t want to get 
in front of all those people. 04 54 

 
04 54 Some of them were elderly, some middle aged, some were with children. And 

so we walked to the highway trying to hitch hike. And that was how we were 
getting home: sometimes on trucks, or in a cabin next to drivers. 05 11 

 
05 11 We jumped from one vehicle to another, because few drivers had Moscow as 

point of destination.  That was how we were. The air raids went on and on. 
And that was how we reached Moscow. 05 24 

 
05 24 My father was at the front at that time. My mother was 41. She was born in 

1900. My father was born in 1899. I was born in ’22. I was the only daughter. 
My mother was very worried. 05 41 

 
05 41 She submit a request to be enlisted. She didn’t believe I would return. 

However I did return. She was an economy engineer. She was of no interest 
for the army at 41 years of age. 06 00 

 
06 00 To make the long story short, on my arrival, my mother and I stayed for 

some more time in Moscow. I would get on the roof catching incendiary 
bombs. Afterwards we decided to evacuate. 06 16 

 
06 16 We heard about what the Germans were doing to the Jews. We heard they 

were murdering everyone – children, old people – nobody was left alive. Or 
they forced the Jews into camps. 06 30 

 
06 30 And so we decided to evacuate. My mother’s sister lived in Chelyabinsk. She 

was 2 years younger than my mother. Her husband was general manager of 
the tank building factory… well not general manager… he was assistant to 
Zeltsman, who was well known and well received by Stalin.06 53 
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06 53 He was general manager of the tank building factory then located in S. 
Petersburg or as it was called Leningrad at the time. The factory evacuated to 
Chelyabinsk. We came there, to my mother’s sister. 07 16 

 
07 16 My mother got a job as an engineer for the tank building factory. I continued 

my studies at the Kiev University evacuated to Chelyabinsk. I graduated from 
the University in the middle of the war, in June or July ’43, rather in June. 07 
37 

 
07 37 I turned nineteen on August 3, ’43. I went to work in Moscow, my hometown. 

In ’43 the Germans were far away from Moscow, thank God. At that time the 
Soviet Army had gained advantage over Germany. 08 03 

 
08 03 I got a job there, working at a hospital. Later on 6 hospitals were set up in 

Moscow to be sent to Ukraine. I worked in Vinnitsa. The Germans had just left 
there. 08  19 

 
08 19 The job was very difficult. We were young. I had just graduated from the 

University, in ’43. We were 4. At first we didn’t have a leading surgeon there 
when first wounded were admitted to the hospital from the front. 08 36 

 
08 36 It was just horrible: we had to read at night…we didn’t have any experience 

in surgery, just what we learned at the University which was absolutely not 
enough. 08 48 

 
08 48 Eventually a leading surgeon was assigned to our hospital. She had been in 

the occupied territories in Vinnitsa, working there… I don’t know whom she 
operated… maybe Germans…which was none of our business. 09 04 

 
09 04 We were very happy. What we were reading, was practically nothing. 

Wounded were brought right from the front line. That wasn’t of any practical 
use. 09 15 

 
09 15 I can share a kind of a funny story. When we arrived in Vinnitsa the Germans 

had recently left there. When we came there was no glass in the windows. It 
was getting chilly. 09 34 

 
09 34 There was no firewood to warm us up. At night we went to the downtown. All 

we saw was just one fence. The rest had already been looted for firewood. We 
were healthy and young. We took the fence down and brought it home. 10 02 

 
10 02 We used it to stoke an iron stove with. When the leading surgeon arrived she 

said “You know I was here during the German invasion. I worked as a 
surgeon. Some thugs…just now… I went through the occupation…I had a 
fence around my house…Some thugs stole it… just now after the Germans 
left…”10 27 

 
10 27   And so we felt embarrassed. But there was nothing to help as luckily we had 

already made use of the fence. And what mattered was we were warm at last! 
That was one of the stories. 10 44 
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10 44 Afterwards we felt more confident. We worked a lot. They brought them to 
us. In fact at that time all the Moscow hospitals were stationed in Neverov, 
Gaisin and Vinnitsa. 10 58 

 
10 58 We worked there day and night. When there was an alarm, we were called to 

take our posts in the surgery rooms. We became real surgeons. We were able 
to solve any issue. 11 15 

 
11 15 But it was the leading surgeon who performed all the complicated operations. 

We assisted her. That’s how we worked at the hospital until the war ended. 
Afterwards I moved to Vinni…my father was a military service man. 11 32 

 
11 32 At the time I was… I might have been a military doctor. But I didn’t want to. I 

had a military rank of a lieutenant. Later, when I worked in Moscow, I was 
promoted to captain’s rank. 11 50 

 
11 50 When I was in the process of immigration I was nominated for a promotion to 

major’s rank. However it was in ’80 when I immigrated during the Soviet era. 
At that time all the documents were being seized. 12 03 

 
12 03 Despite that I have a document proving that I worked as a surgeon at a 

military hospital. I have this document in my possession. As to the military 
registration card… I hadn’t been mobilized…12 17 

 
12 17 I wasn’t an army service person. I was just liable for call-up. And the 

authorities seized my military registration card. Also they seized a paper 
confirming that I worked at hospitals  2705 and 2662. 12 29 

 
12 29 The reason was the hospitals were numbered or secret ones. Shall I go on? 

(Pls go on). I mentioned my immigration. (As a Jew were you mistreated 
during the war?)12 52 

 
12 52 Firstly, I didn’t sense much of that. I was young and pretty and a blue-eyed 

blonde. My father’s name was Blinkov. So in my personal experience I didn’t 
sense any of that. 13 11 

 
13 11 However when I lived in Moscow I started developing awareness as early as 

at 16: because my father was imprisoned for no reason, and because I began 
reading banned books. 13 24 

 
13 24 Much later when I read Solzhenitsyn… reading Solzhenitsyn was punishable 

with 8 years of imprisonment and a cancellation of a degree.  (For Ivan 
Denisovich?) Ivan Denisovich was officially permitted. It was published by 
Novy Mir Publishers. 13 41 

 
13 41 It was published by Tvardovsky… not Tvardovsky, rather the 

editor…[telephone rings in the background]13 50  
End of file 
 
Nina Korovkina2 
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00 00 (Please share) Um… as a Jew, both my father and mother were Jews… 
however my ethnicity is called “a Moscovite”. When I was born my father and 
mother were students. 00 16 

 
00 16 I have a document proving the fact. They didn’t speak Yiddish. In Moscow 

there wasn’t a synagogue. They only appeared during the Brezhnev’s rule. 00 
29 

 
00 29 During the Stalin’s rule the government started persecutions against the 

Jews. The persecutions, as far as I know based on what I have found out 
recently, thanks to the Russian TV program saying that the documents…00 46 

 
00 46 …that he annihilated the cream of the cream of the Jewish and Russian 

nations. In total he annihilated 23 mln people. While during the war 26 mln 
people were killed – all ethnicities. 00 59 

 
00 59 Those 23 mln were mainly Russians and Jews. Stalin conducted his political 

activity and before he died… or not even before he died…he decided to hang 
Jews in the Red Square in front of the crowds. 01 23 

 
01 23 This is a document proved fact. He wanted to stir up an outrage among the 

Russians. That’s why he decided to annihilate the Jews in Moscow to raise 
everyone against the Jewish nation. 01 39 

 
01 39 However he didn’t make it because he already started… which is a well known 

fact…he just arrested and imprisoned 6 men: Prof. Kogan… I remember 
names of famous medical doctors among them, 01 54 

 
01 54 those who worked for the Kremlin. They were accused of treachery and 

espionage, and they were said to have intentions to kill high profile political 
figures of the Soviet Union at the time. 02 05 

 
02 05 He was… I wanted to use a swear word, but it wouldn’t be appropriate…he 

died on March 5, 1953. As doctors we started sensing the effects of his policy. 
Our leading surgeon’s name was Prof. Kaplan. He was our hospital’s leading 
surgeon. 02 28 

 
02 28 He was a remarkable surgeon and person. And there was an article about him 

in Moscow’s Pravda newspaper known for all those anti-Jewish publications. It 
said that he was a traitor and this and that. 02 42 

 
02 42 He had a heart attack. He hardly survived. If not for Stalin’s death on March 

5, ’53, we sensed that as Jewish doctors we were the target of his guns or 
whatever. Anyway we had a feeling that the authorities were going to arrest 
and liquidate us very soon. 03 07 

 
03 07 Thank God he kicked the bucket! Sorry for my language! I can say he died. 

That was how it was at that time. What do you want me to tell you about? 
(Did you share your stories with the youth?)03 32 
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03 32 Let me tell you this. In Canada, they showed interest in war stories. Those 
who knew that I was a WWII veteran, mainly Russian-speaking public, they 
used to ask me to share my experience. 03 44 

 
03 44 As for back home, WWII invalids, who risked their lives, and became invalids, 

and returned to Moscow, they drove small wooden “wheel-chair cars”… they 
were legless or one-legged. 04 03 

 
04 03 Later on in ‘57 when I was 35, Moscow hosted an international festival. For 

the first time the curtain was lifted as it was 4 years since Stalin died.  All 
those invalids weren’t given a ‘wheel-chair car” or money or decent 
pensions…they were taken out of Moscow, and placed somewhere. I heard all 
of them died soon after. 04 38 

 
04 38  There was a single hospital for WWII invalids where I worked as a surgeon. 

That hospital…We were very… there was a special diet called “11th ration”. It 
was an increased food ration. We worked with them for a very long time. 05 
05 

 
05 05 On as needed basis we performed operations or provided prosthetics. Later 

on, during the Stalin’s rule, the hospital was liquidated or rather restructured 
to serve as a children’s clinic. 05 18 

 
05 18 I was sent to a professional development program for several months. I 

wasn’t willing to perform operations on children. The hospital manager, a 
retired lieutenant-colonel, medical services, didn’t operate, but he was a good 
manager. 05 36 

 
05 36 We had a very good team. To his credit we worked as a team for 33 years. He 

didn’t let me go. The idea of operating on children made me too nervous. I 
had never operated on children. 05 48 

 
05 48 He didn’t let me go. He sent me to Prof. Chaklin’s clinic to spend 5 or 6 

months in the professional development program. He was the author of the 
textbook in injury and orthopaedic surgery. 06 01 

 
06 01 I studied there. Afterwards I returned to the children’s clinic. I worked as part 

of the same team for 33 years until 1980. At first I was manager of the 
admission department. Later I worked as manager, TB operative department 
and manager of orthopaedic department. 06 27 

 
06 27 In ’80, when I was 58, I left the county. That’s it. (Thank you) Anything 

else?06 38 
 
06 38 End of file  
End of interview 
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