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00 00 Boris: My name is Boris Kravitz. I was born on August 23, 1927 in village 

Norovlia, Gomel Region, Belarus. When the war began, my father was a 
regiment Commissar. He was drafted right after the war began.  

 
00 24 My mother, my little brothers born in 1937 and 1940 and myself were 

evacuated to the Central Asia area, where I worked and studied until 1944. In 
1944 I returned to Belarus and enlisted in the army. I was sent to a unit 
which had originally been a border  detachment, a retreat-blocking 
detachment.    

 
01 06 That was a dreadful thing, the detachment. Following Stalin’s order, those 

who were retreating as well as the deserters were to be executed by 
shooting. So the detachment had the task to execute them. In 1944, 8th 
Border Regiment was made out of 3 detachments.  

 
01  16 I joined the detachment as a private soldier. The regiment started operations 

in the territory of Lithuanian Republic and Belarus. Major combat action was 
going on in Vasilishki village, Grodno Region. That’s where we first faced 
German paratroopers.  

 
01 36 They landed behind the front line, in our rear. The army was advancing, so 

they started shooting at those in front. We, that is 8th Border Regiment, had 
to engage in combats with them. Our task was to restore our border. The first 
combat took away several lives of our regiment’s men.  

 
02 06 After that we were advancing in the Lithuanian territory towards Konigsberg, 

East Prussia. That was 3rd Belarusian Army Group under the command of 
Cherniakhovsky. In one of the actions near Cherniakhovka (it had a different 
name back then) he was blown up by a mine.  

 
02 27 We were sent to liquidate the enemy group there. Vasilevsky was appointed a 

new Army Group commander. We were often engaged in combat action. We 
were sent to fight against the Bendera army, the Vlasov army, and the Forest 
Brothers as they were called in Lithuania. 

 
02 55 Later on we fought against OUN (Ukrainian nationalist organization) and the 

Andersen army. They used to land wearing the Soviet uniforms, so it was 
difficult for us to make it out what they really were… 

 
03 10 …until information from the  army intelligence was received. Therefore we had 

to face them in combat action. I am going to tell you a story. In one of small 
villages, near Vasilishki…we didn’t know that the enemy was there, the 
territory had already been liberated.  

 
03 28 We were 4 soldiers who came to a village house to ask some water.    When 

we entered the house – 4 men wearing our uniforms were sitting around the 
table. They were Bendera soldiers. They had Russian uniforms on, with 
submachine guns on the table and between their legs.  

 
03 51 The moment they saw us, they fired at the door. My friend Sasha was in front 

of me. He was killed on the spot. Next was Dmitrenko (as far as I remember), 
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He was gravely wounded in his legs. I was the third. I had grenades, so I 
threw one or two grenades at the men sitting at the table. We dragged him 
(Dmitrenko) out by the legs. Soon our soldiers came to help us out.  

 
04 27 They were our scouts, who asked us what was going on. “We don’t know, we 

just came to ask some water, and here you are, we ran into a band.” They 
brought up a few more units besides our regiment. As it turned out a big 
paratrooper group had landed, 300 men dispersed around all houses in the 
village hoping to stay until the night falls… 

 
04 46 …and attack the rear of our troops.  The band was liquidated and we were 

recommended for medals. Some were awarded the Red Banner, some – the 
Red Star. I was awarded the Medal for Courage. After that we were advancing 
in the Lithuanian territory and East Prussia.  

 
05 10 At that time our border was being restored... Lithuania and the USSR. We 

reached Konigsberg in March. Konigsberg was surrounded and attacked. The 
city was a major stronghold. Our regiment did not participate in the attack 
though. Our task was to liquidate those who had been sent behind our front 
lines. 

 
05 35 At the end of ’45 after the war ended, we were awarded the Medal for the 

Capture of Konigsberg. 20 or 30 young soldiers were selected to be sent to 
the USSR MVD (former NKVD) College. We were sent to Stepianka village, 
Minsk Region, Belarus, where the college was located.    

 
06 03 In 1946 we started a new war. After the war we had to fight more than during 

the war. I had only been in the war for 8 months. And after the war ended we 
were sent to liquidate bandit groups until ’50. We stayed in war for 5 more 
years. They were sending student soldiers and later on – graduate officers. 

 
06 33 Some dreadful incidents were happening. In a village, Lvov region,  

(Interviewer’s voice: 1 sec). They [the bandits] were called OUN bandits 
(Ukrainian nationalist organization). (Interviewer’s voice). At first I was a 
private soldier, being just 17 years old. After the war, when I graduated from 
the college I became a lieutenant.  

 
06 54 I ended up a major, in ’52. In ’53 I was pushed to leave the MVD, following 

the order from Central Committee [of communist party] and the Council of 
Ministers. To make the story short, there was a provision in those orders to 
get rid of all Jews. 

 
07 07 I was young! I had enlisted voluntarily. They say “You are only 17, wait until 

you are 18”. I say “My father was killed in the war. My little brother died 
during the war. I am the only one to help out my mother. That’s why I want 
to fight in the war – to be paid to send the money to my mother.” So they 
took me as a private soldier for 8th regiment – the Border Troops. 

 
07 35 I was officially called: “private, such and such detachment”. We had 3 

detachments. I stayed as a private until May, ’45. After that our group was 
sent to finish the program of high school (10th grade). In Minsk we were 
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trained for 4 months. (Interviewer’s voice). At first, I started in Border 
Troops. In October ’44 we were already fighting.  

 
08 01 The entire ’44 until May, ’45. Some time in June,’45 we were sent to the 

College.  I finished the war in Konigsberg. I was sent to a military college. 
(Interviewer’s voice). Yes, the Border Troops belonged to NKVD. The official 
name was “Border Regiment, NKVD Troops”.  

 
08 34 That’s why we were sent to the College. Many of the College students were 

constantly being sent to liquidate the bands. We participated in actions in ’46, 
and ’47, until as long as the end of ’48. After I graduated from the College I 
was sent to the Department for Fighting Bandit Groups. We went through the 
entire Baltic area fighting the bandit groups. 

 
08 57 My friends were killed… This is what happened. One of my friends made it to 

the end of the war. He was awarded with 3 or 4 Orders of Red Banner as well 
the Order of Lenin. His name was Gritsenko. He had just got married when 
they sent him to fight bandits in Rovno Region… 

 
09 17 …in West Ukraine. During one of the operations, he was killed by an explosive 

bullet. We were moving in the dark of the night, when I tripped on his body. 
In the light of my flash I saw that he was dead, the bullet hit him in the 
temple.  

 
09 39 Killed by a sniper! He was buried later, in Lvov. Out of 150 men who had 

graduated the College at the same time as I did, 80 men were killed – after 
the war ended, ’47, ’48, ’49. And what do you know: these days Bendera is a 
Ukrainian national hero! The Forest Brothers in the Baltic area are marching 
with portraits and slogans! 

 
10 06 Those who fought against us! After I graduated from the College… 

(Interviewer’s voice) No, that was not the beginning of the war…That was ’44, 
three years into the war. I was little, we were evacuated. I was 14 when the 
war began.  

 
10 23 In ’44 I was 17. So I made it to the army. I was sent to what was officially 

called a Border Regiment of NKVD Troops. That’s why we were sent to their 
College. At first we were 17 Jewish boys. Later everyone except 2 were 
dismissed. Only 2 were left. (Interviewer’s voice) 

 
10 49 At the age of 17 I was a private soldier with a sub marching into battles as 

any soldier. We were as good as anybody else. Private soldiers. Later on I 
became an Investigator, after graduating the College. I was investigating all 
those bandit groups. Nowadays the whole world is in the state of war with 
such bandits – in Pakistan, Afghanistan, etc… That’s how it was then! 

 
11 17 There were difficult cases too. No, when we were at the College, we were 

trained as operatives/investigators. The investigators were investigating the 
cases of betrayers of our country, traitors, bandits, etc.. We were really 
fighting against them.    
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11 40 In ’47, in one of the villages in Grodno Region, Belarus (interviewer’s 
voice)…before 45? Yes. Before ’45 I didn’t get any specific instruction, they 
just trained me how to shoot with a sub, a so called PPSH submachine gun 
was given to me then. They gave me a uniform… A couple of days of training, 
and here you go – we all went to the battle.  

 
12 04 At that time there wasn’t supposed to be any special training. Only a bayonet 

attack, how to use a grenade, etc. (Interviewer’s voice). I participated in all 
the battles liberating… I have put down all the location names where I was 
fighting. In all the battles we were behind the front-line troops. Our task was 
to liquidate paratroopers, Germans who broke through our lines – all in the 
territory of Lithuania.  

 
12 44 The most heavy fighting took place at Markelis (that’s the name of the area), 

Alimkuse where 30 of our men lost their lives; later in Lazunoray – I took 
these names from my Army ID. We didn’t only fight in those battles; our task 
was to restore the Border in those territories.  

 
13 16 We went through Belarus, restoring the Belarusian border. Then we went 

through Lithuania, restoring the Lithuanian border. We were called Border 
Troops. Border Troops are supposed to guard state’s borders. Because of the 
war the borders didn’t exist. They needed to be restored. 

 
13 36 It was like this. First goes the army. Behind the army, Vlasov groups or 

Bendera groups could fire in the back of our army… German units who had 
broken through our lines, etc. So we are in the second echelon to liquidate 
them all. 

 
13 53 Therefore, we were advancing and fighting at the same time to liquidate them 

all. When we were reaching the pre-war border line, we were setting up 
border posts restoring the pre-war border line. The East Prussia was still 
under question. It was officially a German territory. 

 
14 10 Soviet? In ’44? No way. At that time they could not run away. At the 

beginning of the war, in ’41 and ’42, during the retreat…when many men 
were  being captured…Those detachments were instructed to shoot our men, 
those who were retreating. Stalin said “Russians do not give up!” 

 
14 30 He issued an order to execute them by shooting. I didn’t …that was in ’41 and 

’42. Later on they weren’t involved… There were no such runaways… No, KGB 
is a different story. It was called NKGB, while NKVD consisted of different 
departments. So Border Troops were part of NKVD.  

 
14 52 NKGB consisted of other units. It was similar to today’s Federal Intelligence 

Service. Militia [Soviet police service] was part of NKVD. Border Troops were 
part of NKVD too. Our units… No, we  were not supposed not shoot!! In ’44 
nobody was trying to run away. Everyone was fighting, the war was about to 
end! 

 
15 29 Up till ’44 they were involved, some of our units…it was in ’41 and ’42. But at 

that time I was evacuated. Of course! That’s why they got rid of us. Initially 
we were 17. Later they told us “Weinstein, go to the personnel department!” 
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“Ginsburg, go to the personnel department!” Only 2 of us were left! So just 
the two of us made it to the end.  

 
15 43 In the end I was offered to go to some remote place near Canada. At that 

time our National Security Minister was Beriya’s brother-in-law. Their wives 
were sisters. I made an appointment and went to see him. I said “I graduated 
with honours. I am entitled to stay in Belarus.” He said “In that case you will 
join the Department for Fighting Bandit Groups.”  

 
16 09 And so I was appointed as an investigator with that Department. We were 

fighting all kinds of bandits. (Interviewer) Yes, some of them were Russians. 
Vlasov bandits were Russians. In ’44 there was no difference: Jew or not Jew, 
everyone was equal.  

 
16 26 Only in the process of selecting candidates for special training, they started 

checking for nationality. This was what happened to me. In ’44 I enlisted in 
the army and stayed in the military for 4 or 5 months in ’44 and 5 months in 
’45 – 10 altogether. And right after that I was sent there. After that I stayed 
in the army for 5 more years.  

 
16 49 The medals? They weren’t just for the war, they were also for fighting bandit 

groups. The major one was in Vasilishki, where our regiment was practically 
surrounded by German paratroopers. Half of Germans had Russian uniforms 
on! That was a battle where many our men lost their lives. That was Vasilishki 
District, I don’t remember the name of the village. 

 
17 14 That was Grodno region, Belarus. Oh, it was called Zagudino village. After 

that we were fighting in the territory of Lithuania. The first major battle was 
near village Markani. We were mainly fighting German paratroopers and 
Germans who had managed to break through our defenses.  

 
17 42 We liquidated those who were breaking through our defense lines. We were 

fighting our way forward all the time. We were fighting almost every day, 
until we reached the Baltic territory. We participated in the East Prussia 
operation. We were advancing together with the army: they were in front, we 
were behind. 

 
18 04 The matter was: Konigsberg was a major stronghold. It was heavily fortified. 

They didn’t want to surrender. Despite the order to surrender, they didn’t 
stop fighting. We were attacking and fighting all the time! (Interviewer) We 
had to dig trenches, etc. because of the stubborn resistance by the Germans. 

 
18 40 They defended every single meter. Many our men were killed there. Only 100 

men out of my Border Regiment survived. They didn’t take Jews to the border 
troops, even during the war. As I mentioned, 17 men were selected to be 
sent to the College, and 15 were not admitted. Heroes? There were no Heroes 
in our unit. 

 
19 08 Young guys… I was awarded the Medal for Courage when I was 16 or 17– so 

you can call me a hero! But the fact is: there were few Jews in border troops. 
Otherwise I know many Heroes. My friend and school mate Spevak was 
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awarded the Hero of the Soviet Union for the forced crossing of the river 
Dnieper. We had been at the same school, he was 3 years older that me.  

 
19 36 He enlisted in ’41. We had been students in the same Jewish school in 

Norovlia. I completed grade 4, and he completed grade 7 of the Jewish 
school. The school was closed. In ’41 he joined the army. He was 18 at that 
time. He was 4 or 5 years older than me. 

 
20 05 He joined the army and later on during the war I found out that he was 

awarded the Hero of the Soviet Union. He was not with me. He got his Hero 
award for the forced crossing of the river Dnieper, a big group was awarded 
the Hero of the Soviet Union then.  

 
20 22 My other good friend…his name is Nodelman. He was awarded the Hero of the 

Soviet Union for the Battle of Kursk, where there was a major battle in 
Prokhorovka area. He was a tankman. He was killed in ’45 in Berlin. I visited 
his mother after the war. 

 
20 47 She showed me the documents, she was given a pension for him. I mean 

those who lived in my area. He was the second Hero I knew. Later, after the 
war they were looking for a street to give it his name. They ended up giving 
his name to a small residential side street with only 6 small houses on it. 
They named it after Nodelman. Couldn’t they come up with a more important 
street? 

 
21 02 I met many heroes. I was just a soldier, I participated in combats, that’s all. 

There was a corporal in our detachment, 50 years old, (Interviewer’s voice). I 
already mentioned we were fighting bandits. (Interviewer). Bandits included 
the Vlasov and  Bendera groups – those who betrayed the country and those 
who were fighting for the so called “Independent Ukraine and Baltic areas”, 
etc.. 

 
21 46 We were fighting against them and against German paratroopers. We killed 

many Germans and bandits, but we had our losses too. As I mentioned, those 
guys who were sent to the College, only 25 men or so survived.  

 
22 01 It’s difficult to differentiate between us and them. (Interviewer’s voice). In 

our unit there were few Jews. It was a kind of a policy not to have Jews in 
MVD and NKVD troops. (Interviewer). I didn’t have an idea then what it was 
being a Jew and being proud of it.  

 
22 16 Being 16 or 17 I had no idea. I got an idea when they started getting rid of us 

– one by one – it was only then that I realized what it was being a Jew. When 
we remained only 2 out of 17 men. 

 
22 28 Why were we left? My friend’s father was a big boss. He was a colonel, chief 

of Vitebsk Regional NKVD. That’s why he was left. As for me, my father had 
been a Commissar. According to the later ranks, a colonel. That’s why we 
were left (not got rid of).  

 
22 45 A medal? The Medal for Courage, the Medal for the Capture of Konigsberg, 

and the Order of the Patriotic War. I was awarded the Medal for Courage 
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when we ran into a big paratrooper group and pelted them with grenades. We 
fought with them and liquidated a big group of enemy soldiers. In that battle 
we killed many enemy soldiers, sustaining our losses too. 

 
23 08 I got the Medal for participation in liquidation of that group which consisted of 

German and Vlasov’s soldiers.  I was also recommended for the Order of Red 
Star, but they decided otherwise and only awarded me with the Medal for 
Courage.  

 
23 19 I have never been in the Navy. (Interviewer). As I told you earlier, when they 

shot my friend, the other soldier was wounded in the leg (later his leg was 
amputated), I was in the third row. I pelted the enemy with grenades. I had 4 
grenades, I pelted the house with the grenades. After we went out, the rest of 
our unit arrived and we surrounded the rest of the houses. They didn’t wish to 
surrender, so we put the houses on fire… 

 
23 48 …with fire pots. I was extremely lucky to survive, with the first man in the 

row killed and the second one – wounded. I was in the third row. The fact is 
we were in the second echelon. The first echelon was capturing the city by 
storm. We were among those who followed the first echelon, fighting in the 
suburbs of the city. All the participants of the Battle of the Eastern Prussia 
were awarded medals. Not necessarily for directly capturing Konigsberg… Our 
regiment did participate though. We were fighting in Konigsberg suburbs. 

 
24 27  That was in March of ’45. The Germans made a stronghold, not letting our 

troops go through. Other units were fighting on the other side, the Navy 
fighting from the sea. There were street fights too.  

 
24 46 Every participant of that battle was awarded the Medal for Capturing 

Konigsberg. Later I was awarded the Medal for Victory over Germany. 
(interviewer) Of course, we already knew that the Germans were capitulating. 
While our troops were already in Germany, they refused to surrender in 
Konigsberg. 

 
25 05 The entire garrison, which was 350 000 men. The battle was very hard. Every 

meter had to be taken by assault. That was the hometown of the old German 
kings, princes, etc.. I must tell you the city is beautiful, with many museums. 
During the war Hitler’s HQs was there.  

 
25 33  They refused to surrender hoping that warships would come to their aid. But 

our warships blocked their way. The Battle of the Eastern Prussia was in fact 
the end of the war in Europe.  

 
25 46 At that time the Germans stopped the war in Germany the only German 

stronghold left was Czech Republic – the Germans refused to surrender in 
Prague and in Konigsberg. 

 
25 58 After the war ended – our troops continued battling in Konigsberg and troops 

were sent from Berlin to Prague. Those were two places where the Germans 
didn’t wish to capitulate. Even after they capitulated we stayed there for 
about 3 months. 
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26 18 We were helping out women with children to get settled. Our kitchens were 
providing meals for them – the women with children. POWs were being sent 
to camps. Later I was sent to POW camps to work there as an investigator. 

 
26 35 In the Minsk camp where I worked there were 25,000 German POWs. I 

worked there in ’48. (Interviewer) It was not a HQ, that was a big city. When 
it was occupied, everyone was covering a certain territory. A Commandant 
was appointed. They were sending the German POWs to the camps. 

 
27 08 It was in the city, there was no museum or a HQ. Every district had its own 

Commandant. A city Commandant was appointed later on. I worked in a POW 
camp where there were lots of POWs. One of the POW in my camp was a 
champion of Munich Olympics of 1936.  

 
27 30 I made him a batman. Later I sent him to the anti-Nazi school. That is after 

the war. (Interviewer). The Champion of 1936 Olympics in Germany. He was 
a boxing champ. He was a POW. (Interviewer). I don’t remember his name. 
My son found information about him, on the Internet.  

 
27 57 As far as I remember his name was Paul. A young man he was. There were 

30, 000 POWs in the camp. (Interviewer). I had to interrogate them about 
their activities during the war. If they had not been involved in crime against 
civilians – killing or burning down – we sent them to Germany. 

 
 
28 22 If they were involved in punitive measures… that was our task to find out. I 

remember interrogating a German. I asked him if he had been on the Russian 
front. He said “No”. “Where were you?” “In Lemberg”. I didn’t know a thing 
about Lemberg. I looked up a map – it turned out to be Lvov.   

 
28 39 In ’39 Lvov was part or the Soviet Union. He was a Burgomaster. The 

investigation revealed his crime and he was hanged in Minsk in ’48. We 
investigated every German – there were thousands of them. At that time I 
was a Lieutenant. They were so quiet, the Germans. A General could salute 
me when passing me by.  

 
29 08 Nothing! They were very quiet, the POWs. Of course that was our task, to 

reveal everything about their crime. In Minsk we revealed 17 war criminals 
who were later hanged. They were tried by “a Troika” [three judges]. The 
whole trial was performed by three persons –  

 
29 18 Minister of State Security Lieutenant-General Tsunava, Republic Prosecutor 

Bondar, and Central Committee Secretary Gorbunov. We reported cases and 
they made their judgements – exile in Siberia for 15-20 year or execution by 
shooting, depending on the case reported.  

 
29 39 I had an interesting case, a story. I was investigating a case, the man told me 

he had been a Central Committee Secretary in Germany, working with 
Tellmann. Tellmann had died in prison, he had been executed by shooting. 
There was an American air raid, the prison was bombarded and they 
managed to escape.  
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29 55 The man escaped too. He told me “When I was moving in the direction of 
Berlin, the Russians detained me “Who are you?” I say “I am a communist”. 
They sent him to Minsk. 

 
30 08 He was not a POW. He was interned. Later I reported the case to the Troika, 

and they sent him to Germany. …Sure! I spoke German. Sometimes I couldn’t 
remember a word, for example “matches”. I had to find out what the person 
used to put the house on fire – matches or a lighter – to put a house with 
people in on fire. Many of them were involved… Later they were convicted for 
25 years… The word “matches” escaped me. I show with gestures – he won’t 
understand me. I say in Yiddish – he won’t understand. Then I made up a 
word in German – Zundholz – he got me “Strauholz?” I say “Yes”. He used 
matches to put people on fire – they gathered people in a house, pore 
gasoline, and burnt them all down.  

 
30 57 That was in Minsk… in Belarusian villages. The POW camps were located in 

forests. Later they worked in construction – building the Tractor Plant and the 
Automobile Plant. I worked there for half a year or more.  

 
31 12 No, I didn’t speak Yiddish with them, we spoke German.  There was a 

professor, a linguist from Munich. I told him “you teach me German, I’ll send 
you home”. He was coming to me 3 or 4 times a day to teach me to speak 
German. I told him “you come to teach me 3 to 4 pm.” 

 
31 27 He taught me to speak German. When I was in Germany in ’49, they told me 

I spoke German with Hamburg accent. I say “I don’t have any accent”. 
“Where did you learn to speak German?” I say “A man taught me”. 

 
31 39 (Interviewer). Those who had been involved – tried to conceal. We had to 

prove. We called witnesses.  Sometimes they denied but we managed to prove 
based on documents their involvement in punitive operations. Sometimes in 
the course of interrogations they gave up their own men. 

 
31 59 What? First of all I had to familiarize myself with the case materials. There 

was a case for every person. I had to find out where he had served, what 
units, what rank, who he had served with. So first I had to establish all that. 
If his unit had burnt villages and people, my task was to establish whether he 
personally had been involved.  

 
32 19 The Germans had special forces units, their task being executing partisans, 

Jews, etc.. The crime had to be proved, otherwise he couldn’t be tried. That 
was the purpose of the investigation. Sometimes I had to go…once I had to 
go to as far as Tashkent to conduct interrogations there.  

 
32 40 I interrogated a man who had been in the camp before. Among them there 

were good people. How come? Some were doing their duty. They had been 
drafted to the army, and so they served. The order was not to touch such 
people.  

 
32 58 We were just supposed to interrogate and establish what they were. The 

matter was, in 1949 GDR (German Democratic Republic) was about to be: 
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Stalin had an agreement with Wilhelm Liebknecht, Wilhelm Pieck, Walter 
Ulbricht and Otto Grotewohl to pronounce GDR in October of that year.  

 
33 25 Our task was to check them all up and send back if innocent or put on trial if 

guilty. We were super busy, working day and night. (Interviewer). Who, the 
boxer? I made him a batman. 

 
33 34 What did it mean “a batman”? He was supposed to shine my boots, to take 

care of my uniform, to bring my lunch – you know I lived in the camp 
territory. Breakfast, lunch – I was feeding him up. One day I say to him “Tell 
me about your background”. 

 
33 51 He says “Before the war I had a child, I wasn’t married to his mother. My 

parents decided to punish me. They didn’t recognize the child because I 
hadn’t been married in church. I didn’t write to them from the front.” I say 
“Are they alive?” He says “I don’t know”.  

 
34 15 “Why don’t you write a letter?” “They banned me from the family”. Because 

he had an illegitimate child. I say “Give me your address, I will write them a 
letter, if they are alive”. I wrote a letter in German. The parents wrote me 
back “We thought he had been killed in the war. We are so happy that he’s 
alive”. 

 
34 45 I ask him “Would you like to enrol in the anti-Nazi school?” We had one in our 

camp territory; the school was training men to be sent to democratic 
Germany.  He says “I’d like to”. So he studied at the anti-Nazi school for a 
year. 

 
34 56 And then I sent him home. When he got home he sent me a package, at my 

camp address: a length of very beautiful English wool, a fur coat for my wife, 
what else, I don’t remember – a big package. He got together with his wife 
and the child who was 6 or 7 years old, a boy.  

 
35 29 What about the guy who said he was a Central Committee Secretary? I ask 

him “How did you get to Minsk?” He says “I was interned”. What it meant 
“interned” – he was not captured as a POW, he was brought from Germany to 
Minsk. 

 
35 34 I reported to the Troika. “A man claims that he is a Central Committee 

Secretary”. The Minister says to me “He must be nuts. Send him to a 
psychiatric check”. I made an official resolution for him to be sent for a 
psychiatric check up. The result was: he was OK. 

 
35 50 I reported again, that he was OK. A month later I was called to the camp 

chief, a general who says to me “Go to the cloakroom, take a couple of suits, 
shoes, a mackintosh, a hat, etc.. – and give it all to that German”. His name 
was Heinrich Rutenberg or Rotenberg, I don’t remember, his first name I 
remember for sure was Heinrich.  

 
36 16  To make the long story short, 6 months later, I wasn’t working there 

anymore, I called the camp chief asking what happened to that German. He 
says “Apparently, Tsunava called Beria, Beria called Stalin, and Stalin got in 
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touch with the Germans – Grotewohl and Pieck who said “Wasn’t he killed 
together with Tellmann?” “No, he is in the Minsk camp”. That’s why they had 
ordered me to give him cloths and send him home.  

 
36 47 When GDR was pronounced, he was one of the Central Committee 

Secretaries, that man. I don’t remember his exact name. He was 25. I don’t 
remember, his first name was Ralf or Rolf… My son found his information on 
the Internet. 

 
37 08 I told him what I knew and he found his information. He found all Olympic 

champions, with their photos, on the Internet. I recognized him, and my son 
found out his name. All that happened long ago – 60 years ago or even more. 
No, that was a tribunal trying the leaders [answering Interviewer’s question 
re. the Nuremberg Tribunal], while we investigated those who had been 
involved in crime against civilians. There [in Nuremberg] they tried German 
leaders. 

 
37 36 That was different. They tried the leaders, while we investigated those who 

had been involved in burning civilians in Belarusian and Ukrainian villages. 
There were many investigators. We were 50 or so investigators working in the 
camp.  

 
37 55 As for the Nuremberg Tribunal, it was Moscow’s prerogative. We had Troikas. 

I reported to a Troika and they issued their judgement. You have no idea 
what a Troika was. Three persons decided the fate: either execute by 
shooting, or send to prison for 20 years, or send home. We, the investigators, 
reported the cases to the Troikas who heard the cases and made their 
judgements.  

 
38 22 “Execute by shooting” – and a person was executed. “Hang” – and a person 

was hanged. The infamous Troikas of the Stalin era! The fact is that a court 
trial did not exist. There were no defence lawyers, prosecutors participating in 
trials – just three persons deciding the fate of the Germans.  

 
38 45 Exactly the way the fate of our great generals and marshals was decided 

during the Stalin era: Tukhachevsky, Yegorov, and Yakir – those marshals 
were tried by a Troika. And the Troika made the decision on their fate. That’s 
why the idea of a Troika makes no sense in our days.  

 
39 03 Just 3 persons sitting at a table and deciding someone’s fate based on a case 

reported…based on someone’s report. Suppose I come up with a report, 
stating that such and such was involved in annihilation of so many people in 
such and such location, such and such village or city, that the person was in 
SS troops, and his direct involvement in burning civilians is being reported 
based on the materials of the investigation. 

 
39 23 And they issue their judgement. Some were hanged. Some were sent to 

camps for 25 years. What I reported was based on the materials established 
based on my investigations. We were not allowed to beat them, therefore we 
had to prove based on documents…  
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39 49 …and evidence. Once I worked on a case of a German who wore glasses. I 
wanted to set up a face-to-face interrogation to find out whether or not he 
had been involved there. He stated that he had never been in that location. I 
summoned 10 persons, and all of them said that had not been him.  

 
40 03 And then I thought that during the war he had worn glasses. I set up an 

identification parade with 5 people, including him. I had him wear glasses and 
started calling the witnesses. The first witness grabbed a stool and was going 
to hit him in the head. I say “what’s the matter?” The witness says “He was 
the officer who gave the order to burn our house”.  

 
40 28 I should have thought about him wearing glasses during the war in the first 

place. That’s why they didn’t recognize him at first. I always called witnesses. 
My point was to prove to them that we treated them with humanity, trying to 
prove their guilt without hitting them. It took a lot of hard work to prove a 
person’s guilt.  

 
40 53 That’s why they used to say about me…you see my name is Kravitz…a general 

used to say “you get to Kravitz – you go to prison”, because once I started 
working on a case I carried it through. Hardly anyone could get away from a 
trial. But I always selected such cases that I could eventually prove the guilt. 

 
41 13 There was a newspaper article about me in ’49. I was described as “a very 

bad investigator”. That was because I sent many people to Siberia. But they 
were guilty! Those were not my decisions – the Troika made the judgments.  

 
41 32 We had several camps. In my camp there were 30,000 Germans. At first we 

were 50 investigators, later on 50 more were sent in, total about 120 
investigators. And two more: a captain and a major. Oh yes, they knew that I 
was a Jew.  

 
41 55 They used to say [the Germans]: “you get to Kravitz – you go to Siberia”. 

That was what they were talking about between themselves, because I used 
to dig in deep. I used to go looking for the witnesses throughout the country 
– bringing them to the camp to have them give their evidence.  

 
42 10 That was hard. (Interviewer). That was the only way… We were not allowed 

to beat them. Otherwise we would have been put on trial. We were ordered: 
No beating. We were only supposed to prove based on documents and 
evidence. I managed to prove that he had been a burgomaster, which he was 
refusing to admit.  

 
42 36 That was not easy. Yes, they know, I was connected with them in Israel. 

There were several names on the list that we had put on trial. They were 
known under different names. (Interviewer). I investigated those who burnt 
Khatyn, Belarus. There were Germans who had killed Jews  in Lvov.  

 
43 08 There were Germans who had killed Jews in Pinsk and Minsk ghettos, Belarus 

and many other places. They were brought to the camp from all over the 
country. Every investigator had his cases to work on. (Interviewer). No, those 
had been already executed. He was looking for those who had escaped 
justice.  
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43 37 Those who had committed a crime but their whereabouts were unknown. 

That’s who he was looking for: those who were known to have committed a 
crime. In the camp we were investigating those who were legally known. No, 
he didn’t have them on his list. His list included those who were known to 
have committed a crime, but their whereabouts were unknown.    

 
43 58 Those who managed to escape to Argentina, Chile or Brazil and those whose 

crime was known. That was all established after the war. When I was an 
investigator, we worked on the cases of those who had gotten caught. I 
witnessed some hangings in Minsk – 7 persons were hanged, all from our 
camp.  

 
44 18 No, no, he was looking for those who had escaped from us. … I wish they 

didn’t experience what we went through – all the grief, stresses, etc.. When 
we were on our way to evacuation, our train bombarded, we ran out and saw 
children’s dead bodies. I wish they would never see anything of the kind – 
only the sun, blue sky and peace.  

 
44 44 Otherwise…look, all those anti-terrorist operations…take for example 

Afghanistan. That’s exactly how we had to fight against bandits: same as in 
Pakistan, Al-Qaeda, etc. That’s how we fought “our” bandits – OUN, Bendera, 
Vlasov, etc.. 

 
45 03 Our people were being killed every day. My friend was shot in his bed. They 

came to his place, found out where his bed was…he was a lieutenant…and 
shot him with a sub. His wife survived. He was shot in his bed. That was 
horrible!  

 
45 18 End of interview.      

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection




