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00 00 (Please state you full name, date and place of birth) David: David 

Modylevsky, January 13, 1925, village Toporishche, Volynsky district, 
Zhitomir region, Ukraine. 00 36 

 
00 36 170 kilometres away from Kiev. You may know that Jews were made to settle 

near the border back in the tsarist time. That’s why most of the Jews lived in 
Ukraine and Belarus. Some of them moved to Moscow and Leningrad. 01 11 

 
01 11 We had entirely Jewish towns, like Berdichev… that seems to be it. (Please 

repeat). I lived at a farmstead (хутор) with only 1 Jewish family, until I was a 
7 grade student. The farmstead was 50 or 60 households. 01 55 

 
01 55 I graduated from a 7 grade school before I was admitted to a vocational 

school…rather a lumber-processing college in Zhitomir. The war began before 
I had a chance to graduate from the college. 02 22 

 
02 22 Do you want me to go on? (Interviewer: what was your division when the war 

began?) When the war began I was 15, going on 16. I was evacuated along 
with the retreating troops. 02 57 

 
02 57 At some point when we were moving on along with the troops I saw a traffic 

controller directing the movement of units. I passed by 2 traffic controllers. I 
noticed that they had clean uniforms on. Just noticed. 03 35 

 
03 35 I  walked for 15 minutes… rather I walked  15 meters before turning my head 

back. I saw 2 officers standing with the 2 soldiers.    As it turned out they 
were paratroopers. They were directing everyone to make the left turn 
instead of the right one. 04 01 

 
04 01 They were a little drunk. When I came closer up I smelled vodka in their 

breath. The paratroopers had brand new uniforms on, you know, no trace of 
sweat, nothing. 04 20 

 
04 20 That was the first that… generally Zhitomir was bombarded at noon, the very 

first day. I saw a German bomber flying over Zhitomir. Well, he was flying 
over the city in circles. 04 44 

 
04 44 Our fighter wasn’t able to catch up with him. Do you see the difference? A 

bomber was slower than a fighter: that’s how far behind we were. Zhitomir 
was a military border city. 05 09 

 
05 09 It was near the old border, 90 km from the old border. There were crowds of 

soldiers there, the place was full of solders…We used to say “unexpected” – 
no way “unexpected”. It’s just that the orders were too late. Stalin wanted to 
outsmart Hitler. 05 41 

 
05 41 In fact it was Hitler who outsmarted Stalin. Those were the nuances known to 

people who lived near the border. They were aware… There were German 
patriots who informed the Soviets of the time the war was going to start – 
they knew the exact time the war was going to begin, they knew all the 
details. 06 13 
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06 13 Stalin gave an order for everyone to have a rest on the night of Sunday/ 

Monday, that’s when the war began, you see? (Explain what is sub lieutenant, 
mortar man). 06 47 

 
06 43   I was (clears throat) I graduated from a military college, I was given a rank 

of sub lieutenant. Not just I – everyone who graduated the same year as I 
did. I graduated with honours which was very important as I’m going to show 
you later. 07 12 

 
07 12 After the graduation all the college graduates were put on the same train and 

sent to the front. We stopped at Belaya Tserkov. At that time… in Pribaltika… 
one army group or a “front” was reduced. A part… an army… the 3rd Attack 
army moved at the command…07 53 

 
07 53 … well the command staff… the soldiers were left behind, while the command 

staff, from army commander, corps commander, division commander and the 
rest subdivisions moved  hm… around December… at Zhukov’s command, to 
the 1st Belarusian Front. 08 26 

 
08 26 At that time we were in Belaya Tserkov where the reserve officers regiment 

was stationed. We waited for about 1 – 1.5 months. At 2 am, about 2 am we 
were gathered and formed up the way the command staff needed. They 
greeted us and said “Straight-A students (отличники), 3 steps forward!” 09 
17 

 
09 17 We were only two – straight-A students. Everyone knew everyone, there was 

no way to cheat. We stepped forward. I was taken to 63rd regiment right 
away. I was appointed a mortar platoon commander. 09 42 

 
09 42 I think that was the most important…my interview today…plus good 

luck…because personally I was targeted by snipers and all… well…as they 
say…a lucky guy! 09 59 

 
09 59 Enough? (Acts of heroism…) Honestly, I didn’t have a chance to go in a 

bayonet attack! A mortar man… heroism is in combat skills. My first battle… 
After we had been formed…we were… the right flank of the 1st Belarusian 
Front was open. 10 36 

 
10 35 … and Zhukov decided for our division… I can’t say of other units… to cover 

the right flank. It happened so that we walked 10 km through a forest, 
through a forest all the time. 10 58 

 
10 58 And all the time we were targeted by the enemy – shells were falling 100 m 

away… close! Although not a single shell hit the path we walked on. We were 
a regiment, not a division, but a regiment. 11 18 

 
11 18 I… and… this… We left the forest at approximately 10 o’clock. 10 km walk – 

you can’t do it in a minute. We had just left the forest, walking about 100 m… 
regiment commander already knew me… I was surprised…11 52 
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11 52 He called my name… he knew that I had been a straight-A student, and the 
winner in mortar shooting competition in Tashkent Military District. At that 
time it was the biggest military district. 12 15 

 
12 15 A German patrol in the forest were leaving the forest. There was a small river 

in the forest. It was impossible to hit them with a bullet… while a mortar… a 
mortar shell falls down in a trajectory, being a dangerous weapon for infantry. 
12 48 

 
12 48 If you are in a trench a bullet cannot hit you, as you are below the ground 

level, while a falling mortar shell hits you in a trench. Am I giving too many 
details? I was given an order to bring down the German group. 13 12 

 
13 12 They were 40 or 50 men. It was impossible to hit them with a bullet. I 

brought them down the first time I fired. I think I killed 15 or 16 men at once. 
They were preparing to cross the small river. 13 42 

 
13 42 They didn’t see our mortar, they weren’t afraid to be hit with a bullet. That 

was my first success. I saw my victims directly. 14 08 
 
14 08 We took up a defensive position. We started approaching a village…We 

deployed our mortar company. I started giving orders to shoot. I heard 
someone shouting that a sniper wouldn’t let us lay a target. 14 41 

 
14 41 That was an open territory. I heard someone saying the word “sniper”. I 

heard a bullet swishing past me. I fell down right away knowing it was a 
sniper. I fell on snow. It was in January. 15 06 

 
15 06 um… um… there… there was a ground in the forest… there was grass 

there…weeds…considering that he used explosive bullets to fire at me… a 
bullet touched a weed to explode right away. 15 33 

 
15 33 I didn’t have my helmet on. He made 2 shots… I understood what a sniper 

meant… I pretended I didn’t move. He switched to shooting at other targets. I 
survived! A sniper… German sniper rifles were the best in the world. 16 00 

 
16 00  That was just an episode… I was targeted by snipers on many occasions. I 

participated in liberation of Berlin. (Where did it take place?)It was in 
Pomerania. The division or regiment was Estonian. 16 27 

 
16 26 During the first battle we ran into the Estonian division – the Germans. (Say a 

full sentence). I fell down and didn’t move. He shot at me 2 times which was 
enough for a sniper to hit a target. 17 13 

 
17 13 I pretended I stopped moving. He didn’t see bushes there… He was shooting 

from a 600-800 m distance. And considering… there was a forest… 
patches…he couldn’t see me properly… whether or not I was dead…17 44 

 
17 44 All the same he wouldn’t have been able to see clearly… I was just lying. (Say 

a full sentence). Yes. We were stationed… there was a movie “Moscow-
Berlin”… a bridge was blown up. It was in the centre of Warsaw. 18 20 
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18 20 Warsaw has 2 parts. It’s divided in 2 by the river Vistula. We were stationed 
in the West… in the Eastern part. Let’s say on the left bank. We were 200 m 
away from the bridge shown in the movie. 18 47 

 
18 47 A temporary bridge was set up for us to cross the river. (Say a full sentence). 

On graduation from the college I was sent to the 1st Belarusian Front, 3rd 
Attack Army, 12th Guards Corps, 23rd Rifle Division, 63rd regiment. 19 48 

 
19 48 Everything ok? (Tell us about your first battle). Taking Warsaw? (Yes). After 

an artillery attack, we used a temporary bridge to cross the river, as the main 
bridge had been exploded. 20 19 

 
20 19 There was a German bank opposite the bridge. There were carts loaded with 

cash. What’s interesting, later on that cash went into circulation both in 
Poland and in Germany. My soldiers used the cash as stakes for playing cards. 
20 54 

 
20 54 Who could have known? The carts… 3 carts… approximately 3 that I 

saw…they were loaded with stacks of cash. (Tell us about Berlin). Honestly… 
(Tell us about being there). 21 31 

 
21 31 We finished… the war was over for our regiment on May 2nd. We didn’t know. 

There was an announcement about the end of the war. On the 2nd or 3rd day 
I… we… well our company … were approximately 800-900 m or maximum 1 
km away from the Brandenburg Gate. 22 15 

 
22 15 We were approximately 700-800 m away from Hitler’s bunker. I wanted to go 

there and see the bunker. I went there and I found the bunker. The rumours 
were that he had only one scrotum… I’m sorry (chuckling)…22 46 

 
22 46 When I came there the doors were closed. I saw two burnt bodies in front of 

the bunker… burnt… no way to figure out…you see? The bunker itself was 
probably… the doors were closed. 23 12 

 
23 12 I was afraid to enter it fearing that it was mined. It was the 2nd or maximum 

the 3rd day after the war was over. Most likely it was the 2nd day. Well, I just 
stood for awhile near the bunker door, that’s all. 23 36 

 
23 36 What I saw was just an ordinary “cellar”. I’m going to tell you about one more 

interesting incident. When we were in Berlin, the war was over for us on May 
2nd and on the 6th (Interrupts…please go on). 24 11 

 
24 11 Yes…The war was over for us… On the sixth of May we were alarmed and sent 

to help liberate Prague. We went there… at the same time the Germans 
surrendered to the Americans, the West. Prague was liberated. As it turned 
out there was no need for us to….24 49 

 
24 49 We stopped literally 200 or 300 m away from Herring’s villa along Berlin-

Prague highway. There was a pond there and a 3 storey building which we 
were afraid to enter fearing it was mined. 25 15 
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25 15 We were looking for what could be hidden, buried…We weren’t able to find 
anything except for arms – rifles, some commonly used weapons…We were 
about 70 km from Berlin. 25 44 

 
25 44 (What did you see in Berlin?)Yes. Bundestag was scratched… bomb shells… 

broken windows… Honestly, the Reichstag was about 200 or 300 m away 
from the Brandenburg Gate. 26 17 

 
26 17 Nothing except for flags, so to say…I didn’t pay too much attention to flags. I 

didn’t go to see Reichstag – I wasn’t interested in seeing it. Afterwards I was 
in Berlin… I demobilized in January ’47. 26 52 

 
26 52 And for 6 or more months I stayed on in Berlin. I was a personal aide to the 

Director of Fau-1 and Fau-2 Restoration Institute.  Despite the fact that I’m a 
Jew… what surprises me…I was taken on. 27 21 

 
27 21 I think… it’s my opinion…I’m not sure…all the department managers were the 

State Prize winners or two-time winners…Most of them were Jews. The 
Institute Director was a Russian. I wasn’t dealing with the Chief Engineer. 27 
50 

 
27 50 He was a Jew, you see? I was an aide to the Institute Director. I accompanied 

him on his flights to Moscow. I should… there were both the Russians and the 
Germans…scientists…Fau-1 and fau-2 were at the beginning of the rockets. 28 
14 

 
28 14 Very important…(clears throat)… My boss, the Institute Director said to  me: 

“There might be a chance you’ll have to fly to Moscow”. Beria’s assistant used 
to drop by often. His name was Serov. Eventually he was appointed the USSR 
Minister of Interior. 28 45 

 
28 45 I knew his aide, a major. I was a lieutenant, you see? We found plenty to talk 

about. Before that I accompanied my boss on his flight to Moscow. He went to 
Berlin [meaning the Kremlin] while I stayed near the Kremlin Gate. 29 16 

 
29 16 I didn’t have a pass to enter the Kremlin. It wasn’t a news for me to fly to 

Moscow. He said to me “You’ll probably have a chance to fly to Moscow”. At 
that time when I was young that wasn’t a problem for me 29 44 

 
29 44 I didn’t pay much attention. When the Institute was to be evacuated, a 

leading engineer, a German, was sent to Moscow. Serov and my boss decided 
it wouldn’t be appropriate for me, a Jew, to accompany the German. 30 19 

 
30 19 Serov sent his aide. It was foggy, below 70 m in Moscow, when they flew. 

They crashed. You see? It’s not clear what luck is. I benefited from being a 
Jew. 30 58 

 
30 58 Army… first… Zhukov’s…(interviewer tries to put a question) 12th Guards 

Corps, 23rd division, 63rd rifle Riga regiment. (Interviewer…) 12th Guards 
Corps… in Zhukov’s book about WWII he mentioned the corps and the army. 
31 45 
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31 45 That’s why I… I was paid 25% more money than officers in other units 
because we participated in breakthroughs all the time –the river Oder, taking 
Berlin… they didn’t pay money for nothing. 32 11 

 
32 11 (Tell us about the Guards Corps). I was just thinking what to tell you. A war is 

a war. Honestly, once an attack is over, we always…my regiment commander 
used to send me to pick up the lagging soldiers. 32 56  

 
32 56 First of all… very often during an attack…German counterattacks…some of the 

soldiers couldn’t bear and ran away from artillery attacks. The soldiers had to 
be spotted and picked up… they managed to run as far as 3 to 4 km away.    
33 31 

 
33 31 I had to do the picking up. One more incident. When we liberated Warsaw, 

many women left the ghetto and crossed the Vistula over to the other side of 
the river. They were dystrophic…After that I was sent to pick up those 
lagging. 34 06 

 
34 06 I ran into those poor women again. Over the week their hair grew a little, 

they started looking like human beings, not the skeletons they were, you see? 
They were, in some aspects, violated by our soldiers… well that’s life… living 
without women… who can say…to be honest, life is life. 34 41 

 
34 41 I didn’t participate in that… I saw them after a week, they looked like human 

beings. I had seen them after they had just crossed the river, just literally 
hours after they had been liberated. 35 06 

 
35 06 (about uprising in the Warsaw ghetto) All I heard was just shooting. It was 

Nikolaychik or Mikolaychik whatever, who started… rather it was London that 
started the uprising... in Warsaw. 36 39 

 
36 39 We heard the shooting and the screaming… women’s screaming. However 

there was no order to start an attack. That was in December, while the 
Russian troops didn’t start attacking until January. All the screaming! 
Everyone wasn’t happy about the fact that we were not helping out. 36 06 

 
36 06 We didn’t know that there… had we helped the government would have been 

Britain controlled instead of Stalin controlled, you see? That’s what I heard. 
Literally 400 m away from the buildings. 36  28 

 
36 28 We could hear everything! Ordinary people were outraged with the fact that 

we didn’t help. (Say a full sentence). Ok. Um… basically we were stationed in 
Warsaw. The Vistula divided the city. The district name was Prague district. 
37 09 

 
37 09 The distance… what was called Warsaw…400 m maximum…The Vistula…200 

m or 250 m… the buildings were build near the shore…The opposite bank was 
higher than the district of Warsaw…37 38 

 
37 38 In relation to the Vistula the ground was less… well…um… higher than the 

opposite bank, the Warsaw side. As any city it was divided into districts. (Say 
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a full sentence). Basically we were stationed in Warsaw – on one side, while 
the Germans were on the other side. 38 14 

 
38 14 Our troops were on this side. The distance was 300-400 m, considering the 

Vistula’s width. (did you hear…) We heard women screaming… in the ghetto. 
(Say a full sentence). 38 36 

 
38 36 We heard women screaming in the ghetto. Afterwards we met those women. 

We didn’t… not all of them understood Russian. They wore Jewish signs…We 
were on the run…39 01 

 
39 01 We couldn’t talk quietly like we are doing now. We had our problems. (Why 

didn’t you enter the Warsaw ghetto?) Because there was no order to start 
attacking. We were ready but there was no order to attack. 39 32 

 
39 32 Only on January 12th… I remember because my birthday was on the 13th… as 

if the attack started because of my birthday (chuckling)…And then we were 
able to encircle the entire German Warsaw corps. 40 07 

 
40 07 The matter was there was a competition between Zhukov and Konev: who 

was going to be the first to capture Berlin. There were 10 kilometers left for 
the Germans to run away from Warsaw and... 40 32 

 
40 32 … not to get bogged fighting in Warsaw because fighting in a city  was more 

complicated, you see? Pushing out…capturing a city was more complicated. 
(Why no order to help Warsaw uprising?) Mikolaychik, as far as I know 
(Explain) 41 32 

 
41 32 Otherwise Poland would have had a Britain controlled government instead of 

a Stalin controlled one. As far as I know Benes became… afterwards…Poland’s 
president. Otherwise the government and president would have been London 
controlled. 41 58 

 
41 58 Because the Polish government wasn’t in Moscow, it was in London. Have I 

answered your question? No? (Explain) We fought in Poland. Their 
government, the old one was based in London. 42 32 

 
42 32 Had the uprising won they would have come from London to rule Poland. 

While in fact it was Stalin who took Warsaw and appointed his own 
government with Benes at the head. 42 56 

 
42 56 Was it Benes? I’m sorry if I made a mistake. (What was Stalin’s intention?) 

Yes, yes, of course. Afterwards we liberated Warsaw. (did you help?) We 
didn’t help the uprising organized by the former Polish government. 
(Liberation of Warsaw) 43 50 

 
43 50 I saw those who survived. I didn’t see the dead ones because we didn’t stop 

in Warsaw. During the offensive I wasn’t able to look for the ghetto, that’s all. 
I only saw those who made it to cross the… there… supposed there was an 
uprising… 44 20 
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44 20 It was defeated in December, end of December, while our offensive started in 
January. That’s why I only saw the survivors. Those were skinny women, they 
were miserable. 44 41 

 
44 41 They wore those signs… Everything… natural…5 or 6 women…miserable…they 

were given 1 room… afterwards I saw them again…5 or 6 days later which 
was enough for them to return to life a little. 45 12 

 
45 12 (How many Nazis did you kill?) (Chuckls) Dear Dina…I was a mortar man. It 

was impossible to say exactly how many. I wasn’t a rifle man who shot 
directly. A mortar shell falls down in a trajectory. 45 36 

 
45 36 It was impossible to hide from a mortar shell. A shell flies directly. Do you get 

me? A mortar shell had a downright trajectory. It was the most fierce weapon 
for an infantry man. While it was possible to hide from a machine gun or a 
rifle… 45 05 

 
46 05  … it was impossible to hide from a mortar shell. (What were your feelings 

killing the Nazis?) Well… this is a good question. You don’t play a hooligan’s 
role.  You have weapons and you have an order…46 38 

 
                 
45 38 If your are overpowered you have to retreat or surrender. No peaceful 

feeling… like hitting… seeing blood…you see? It was hidden…the task was to 
push out and to kill… nobody cared…47 00 

 
47 00 More so, I wasn’t an army commander or… someone planning encirclement. 

My task was to carry out the orders. That was a good question; however it’s 
difficult to answer. 47 22 

 
47 22 Only a division commander could…probably a corps or an army 

commander…when he encircles… our business was carrying out the orders. If 
you don’t kill him, he will kill you, that simple. 47 49 

 
47 49 (About other Jewish heros) Yes. There was a company commander, a Jew, in 

our battalion. We were stationed near the river Oder, which was 3200 m 
wide. Why I say so? When we shot we could… the Germans were going to 
wash themselves… 48 30 

 
48 30 in the Oder… we couldn’t reach them with our mortar because a mortal shell’s 

trajectory range was 3200m. The river was 100 more metres wide… or 
50m…it wasn’t a straight line. 48 54 

 
48 54 We didn’t have a chance to meet in person. I was attacking all the time. As I 

said we were in a Guards Corps. We participated in breakthroughs, 
transferred from one breakthrough to another. 49 20 

 
49 20 It was important what kind of a unit you were in. The history of the 12th and 

3rd Attack Army is well reflected in Zhukov’s book. I forget the 
title…Liberation? (Tell us about a Jewish hero). 49 57 
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49 57 Oh yes, yes! Our reconnaissance  men went to cross the river Oder to capture 
a prisoner. The Germans spotted them. They um… this… um…had already 
crossed the river and landed on the German’s side. 50 28 

 
50 28 They had to board a boat and run away, let’s say…from firing. Later they 

found out that 2 rec men remained behind on the other side of the river. The 
company commander, a Jew, took his soldiers and one of the rec men who 
knew…51 00 

 
51 00 …nobody had sent him…the rec men had an independent unit… he organized 

everything and went himself to pick them up. He found one of them, but 
couldn’t find the other one. 51 22 

 
51 22 It happened at night. No way to shout. On the 2nd or 3rd day he went back 

and picked the other one up. He was awarded Order of the Red Banner for his 
heroism. 51 40 

 
51 40 He was a Jew, born in ’24. (Do you know his name?) No. I met him… we were 

in different companies, you see? (Which medal are you most proud of?) 
Honestly, honestly, the last months and let’s say the last year in the army 
there was a big anti-Semitism. 52 19 

 
52 19 The Jews weren’t awarded with medals. I even think there was a secret 

instruction… I have Order of the Red Star which they had to give me; they 
just had to, to be frank with you. 52 43 

 
52 43 I’ll tell you…There was a Jewish nurse in our battalion. When our company 

commander was killed she led the company for 2 or 3 days, a nurse! She was 
awarded the title of Hero of the Soviet Union. 53 22 

 
53 22 I don’t remember her name, nothing…Honestly, she wasn’t tall… a young 

girl… nothing…at some point she was feeling bad… we were mortar men…I 
gave her a ride… I put her on a cart…until she came to her feelings…53 48 

 
53 48 I gave her a ride… no tricks…she was feeling bad, a woman… we were men… 

(Do you consider yourself a Jewish hero?) Oh no. Honestly that wouldn’t be 
humble… I think…anyone wound have acted same way…54 26 

 
54 26 I had no other way…being a Jew…the soldiers saw my every step… I wasn’t a 

private soldier after all. All I know is that my platoon was always ahead of the 
rest of them. 54 45 

 
54 45 (Anti-Semitism after the war). That’s right. I was sent to SMERSH and to an 

Institute… I have a copy of the letter with me…When I came… everywhere 
they used to let me  pass…55 23 

 
55 23 When I came to the Front’s Personnel Department, they just looked me in the 

face… pretending they looked up my personal file…and said “We’ve already 
enough personnel, we don’t need…” 55 42 
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55 42 That happened to me on several occasions. That might have been one of the 
reasons I wasn’t demobilized voluntarily… I requested to be demobilized. And 
one more thing. 56 02 

 
56 02 When I was an aide at the Institute for Fau-1 and Fau-2, every week a group 

of engineers from specific departments used to come to our Institute… 
engineering skills…56 29 

 
56 29 They used to say to me “You are a lieutenant now, but when you’re 

demobilized you’re nobody”. That was one of the reasons I requested to be 
demobilized. 56 47 

 
56 47 (Say a full sentence about anti-Semitism) I encountered it at the end of the 

war in terms of awards, etc. Personnel department… I had 
experience…Everyone knew me and I new everyone… 57 19 

 
57 19 “We recommended you for an award” In the end I was only awarded Order of 

the Red Star for the entire period of the war. (Why do you think there were so 
many Jewish heroes?) 57 43 

 
57 43 It just happened so. I didn’t push the company commander, a Jew, to commit 

an act of heroism. Our battalion and the entire regiment knew about his 
heroism. 57 57 

 
57 57 He did it voluntarily – picking us those 2 rec men. He was company 

commander and a Jew. (Why so many Jewish heroes in the Soviet Army?) I 
didn’t say that. I only referred to the facts known to me. I encountered anti-
Semitism in a direct manner. 58 34 

 
58 34 I didn’t realize at the time…(Where were you when the war ended?) Um… I 

was in Berlin on the Victory Day. I was at Herring’s villa on the 7th and 8th. 
When the news was broken to us, shooting started, etc…shooting in the 
air…59 12 

 
57 12 Manifestation of joy. That’s all, you see, a soldier is a soldier and an army is 

an army. We were overjoyed with the fact that the war was over. There was 
no official celebration, you see? 59 40 

 
59 40 Interestingly, in ’46 Kozlovsky came to us, a singer… you might not know 

about him. He was a top performer at the time. He came on his own, without 
an orchestra and a choir. 1 00 07 

 
1 00 07 The Germans sang along and played instruments. They just sang along 

without lyrics, you see? Just singing to a tune. (Your message to the next 
generations) To forget the word “war”. Honestly… animals… involved in 
fighting…1 00 43 

 
1 00 43 Killing one another is not human. I am a medical specialist… we were born to 

live, not to kill each other. Animals… not all cocks go cockfighting to death. 
Dinochka, do you pester everyone with questions like you do to me? 1 01 21 
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1 01 21 (Stereotype that the Jews didn’t fight). I am an ordinary man. I think that 
anyone in my place would have acted the same way as I did. I don’t consider 
myself a hero. I just carried out my army duty. 1 02 11 

 
1 02 11 I have never thought of myself as a hero. I just performed my 

responsibilities. They must have been happy recommending me for awards…I 
can’t see myself with other people’s eyes. I just acted, that’s all. 1 02 35 

 
1 02 35 (Did you take vengeance on the Nazis for what they had done to the Jews?) 

well, say, it’s like this: if you don’t kill him, he will kill you. This went with 
soldiers and officers. 1 03 22 

 
1 03 22 I was responsible for my subordinates’ lives. If I hadn’t been skilled enough 

we would have been dead. That was my point of view, I don’t know…1 03 40 
 
1 03 40 End of interview.       
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