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Lev Nevler1   
Duration 27:48 
 
00 00 My name is Lev Nevler. I was born on March 23, 1925. I was born in city 

Vitebsk where I grew up, went to school and later graduated from a Medical 
University. For the first 5 years after my graduation I practised medicine in 
town Orsha, Vitebsk region. 00 41 

 
00 44 Before the war I finished grade 8 of a secondary school. When the war broke 

out the Vitebsk authorities organized evacuation of all enterprises that were 
willing to evacuate. We were attached to Vitebsk Bristle Making Factory where 
my father worked as a senior foreman. 01 32 

 
01 32 A group was set up to dismantle the equipment. My father was one of them… 

I’m not sure how many men were in the group. My father worked in a 9-men 
team. 01 52 

 
01 52 Workers’ families were evacuated in echelons that were taking out dismantled 

equipment from Vitebsk Bristle Making Factory. The first and the last 
destination, as I see it, was the town of Bogorodsk in Nizhnegorodskaya 
Region as it is called now. 02 24 

 
02 24 At the beginning of September some families, more specifically 11 families, 

expressed their willingness to move from Bogorodsk over to the vacant places 
where previously evicted Volga Germans had lived .03 05 

 
03 05 Those who moved over were people who weren’t satisfied with living in 

Bogorodsk, among them an ex-director who wasn’t approved in Bogorodsk, 
Vitebsk Bristle factory’s deputy director, production manager… there maybe is 
no sense saying their names although I remember them well. 03 41 

 
03 41 My father and mother also thought there would be better chances to survive 

living in a rural area. As new settlers, we arrived at Volga Germans area, on 
September 6th.  04 05 

 
04 05 We were sent to be settled in villages. Some of the settlers stayed in Saratov. 

Ex-director stayed to live in Saratov. Production manager stayed in a district 
center, named Kukos. 04 28 

 
04 28 The remaining 7 families stayed together. We settled in a village named 

Vaub. A new settlement was set up for the evacuees from different places to 
live in. 04 54 

 
04 54 It wasn’t until early November that the kids had a chance to start going to 

school. That year I didn’t have a chance to continue my schooling as there 
was only an incomplete secondary school set up in that village. 05 23 

 
05 23 The school only comprised grades 1 to 7. It was only on the second year that 

I had a chance to go to school in a neighbouring village. That school had 
senior high school grades. 05 40 
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05 40 The school had grades 8 to 10. I had to start over from grade 8 for the 
second time because there were no other spots available. We weren’t feeling 
like moving from our settlement, there was no point doing that. 06 02 

 
06 02 And so I had to start going to grade 8 for the second time. (When did you 

begin the war?) Some time after the New Year Eve, the year ’41. Those were 
3rd and 4th terms. 06 19 

 
06 19 Later, in ’42 I started going to grade 9. I mean I passed on to grade 9. 

(Please tell us when you began the war). I started going to school as an 
evacuee. I started from 3rd term, the year ’42. (When did you begin the war?) 
06 53 

 
06 53 Prior to that I worked in a Kolkhoz (collective farm). I worked in the field 

together with the field team. There was a crop yet to be harvested. (When 
were you drafted to the military service?)07 13 

 
07 13 I joined the military forces on 22nd or 23rd, not sure what the exact date was… 

the Red Army anniversary was on 23rd…on 23rd of February, ’43… right on the 
23rd of February.  07 36 

 
07 36 It happened that we were told… the 3 of us… we were enrolled in an Officers’ 

School… I mean we were enlisted as reserve to proceed to enrol in an 
Officers’ school. 07 52 

 
07 52 But neither one of the 3 of us wished to be a career officer…so we applied… 

individually… to be enlisted to go to the front. So on February 23rd we were 
approved by the registration and enlistment office. 08 20 

 
08 20 We were called to sign our voluntary enl istment in the Red Army. We were 

sent to different units. I was enlisted to be trained as a radio operator. After 
the quarantine, I was sent to Radio Operators’ school in the city of Saratov. 
08 53 

 
08 53 I stayed at the Radio Operators’ school from March to mid April when I was 

called to the Head Quarters. I was told that my unit was formed and leaving 
for the front, the Voronezh sector area. I had to leave immediately.  09 25 

 
09 25 The destination was town Balashovo, Saratov Region. That was where the 

detached antitank 45mm artillery battalion was formed. 09 41 
 
09 41 Those were the latest model guns… I don’t remember when exactly they 

started being used…at that time they were just being introduced. Previously, 
the biggest calibre antitank guns were 37 mm. 10 03 

 
10 03 And so I wasn’t given a chance to complete my radio operator’s program. 

However I was given a certificate confirming that I qualified to work as a 
radio telegraph operator. 10 17 

 
10 17 The document was issued…I arrived at the battalion’s location which had 

almost been loaded onto an echelon. I made it. And so we were off to the 
front. Right away we were sent to the very front line. 10 38 
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10 38 We were placed 40 km away from city Voronezh, on the east side of the city. 

We unloaded from the echelon and walked forward to the front line. 10 56 
 
10 56 I was assigned to a post at a look-out station. Meaning I was to do the 

spotting for the guns – reporting to the command centre about the enemy fire 
and location.11 15 

 
11 15 2 riflemen were attached as my assistants. However, due to the shortage of 

men, only one rifleman was at my disposal. During the dark time of the day 
we entrenched ourselves at a distance determined by the  instruction. After 
that we started watching over the enemy. 12 02 

 
12 02 The enemy was stationed on the west bank of the river Voronezhka, a little 

south of Voronezh city, as far as I remember. There wasn’t anyone in front of 
us. The  anti-tank gunners were removed after our guns were set up. 12 26 

 
12 26 There were no infantry, no one, just an open field with enemy tanks across 

the river. There started a random firing. And so I stayed as a look-out radio 
operator for about 2 months. 13 04 

 
13 04 All the time the shells hit here and there. Mortar shells exploded too. We 

thought it was a random firing. But one day when the enemy tanks started 
roaring, out battalion shot a salvo fire at the enemy lines. 13 39 

 
13 39 Afterwards the Germans started to zero in their firing. And one day there 

happened what there happened. A shell, I don’t even know what kind of a 
shell it was, an artillery or a mortar one, hit right into the dug-out of my 
assistant rifleman. 14 09 

 
14 09 And that was the condition… I was contused and lost my consciousness. That 

was what my comrades told me later; they were sent from the command 
centre to my look-out point to find out why I stopped sending information. 14 
32 

 
14 32 They saw in their field glasses that the shells were hitting right and left 

meaning there was an orientation zero-in firing going on. And apparently I 
stopped talking due to a direct hit. 14 46 

 
14 46 And that’s how they found me lying there unconscious with a radio telephone 

handset in my hand. A transmitter, a radio transmitter, was on the 
breastwork completely smashed. They thought it had saved my life. 15 15 

 
15 15 However I don’t think so. I think I was just shaken with a wave, a blast wave; 

the shell hit the rifleman’s dug-out. The rifleman was torn to bits. To this day 
I have great pity, he was a very smart guy. 15 39 

 
15 39 He had been a Baumann Radio Engineering Institute student. He had 

voluntarily enlisted to go to the front. And so they pulled me out; there were 
no medical attendants, only scouts around. 16 02 
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16 02 They came to the battalion commander’s look-out station. They advised that I 
was viable…alive…I was taken to the medical train. Later, in less than a day I 
regained my consciousness. 16 30 

 
16 30 They started asking questions. I told them I was just doing the spotting, 

reporting where from the enemy firing was coming and where the shells were 
exploding. 16 47 

 
16 47 That was all I knew. I stayed at the evacuation train’s hospital for about 2 

weeks. It wasn’t… It was like a field train-hospital, something like an in-
patient hospital. 17 15 

 
17 15 I went through a comprehensive evaluation to determine what to do next. I 

didn’t consider my injuries as grave. Interestingly, the buckle… the trench 
coat was riddled with shrapnel, not a single shrapnel having pierced my body. 
17 39 

 
17 39 They, many of them stuck in my trench coat as I was shown later. The belt 

buckle saved my stomach from a shrapnel piercing. But maybe the shrapnel 
strength wasn’t that big.  17 57 

 
17 57 The buckle was pierced, I had a scratch right below my navel. I was slightly 

bleeding. Interestingly, the second piece of shrapnel dived into my left leg 
high boot. 18 19 

 
18 19 It didn’t pierce the boot either… just was caught and stuck… it caught my 

foot, the top of the foot. It didn’t reach the bone. My bones were intact, just 
the soft tissue was injured. 18 43 

 
18 43 It took only a few days for it to heal. They evaluated my injury as mild. Well, 

ok, let it be an injury. 18 57 
 
18 57 Afterwards I was transferred to a psychological/ neurological department. I 

stayed there for a few days. I was sent on reserve… rather to the reserve…for 
rehabilitation. I stayed in the reserve for about 3 months. 19 29 

 
19 29 Finally, they told me I wasn’t fit enough to be sent back to the anti-tank 

battalion… according to medical regulations. However they stated I was still 
able to serve as a radio operator. They recommended that I completed the 
radio operators’ training program. 19 56 

 
19 56 After the period of rehab… well, we worked on a home front for some time. In 

late October, not sure what the exact date was, I was sent to #300… I can’t 
recall the p.b. address… I remember the regiment #. It was #1865 Anti-
aircraft regiment. 20 35 

                           
20 35 It was a new regiment equipped with new 85 mm anti-aircraft guns. And so I 

arrived at the regiment location in early November, ‘43. (Where were you 
when the war ended?)What? (Repeats) 21 16  

 
21 19  Ah, the war…Well, in the regiment #1865 I stayed till February. In February I 

was sent to school to complete my radio operators’ training program. 21 44 
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21 44 I was supposed to be granted a class qualification on completion of the 

training program. However, I had hardly completed my 3rd month training 
when a telegram arrived: “Allowance cancelled, the man to be sent to his 
regiment ASAP as the regiment is heading to the front line”. 22 13   

 
 22 13 I was granted  3 days off for good progress in my training before going to the 

front line to join my regiment. The date was indicated in my papers. The radio 
operators’ school commander granted me 3 days off to go home and see my 
family on my way to the front line. 22 41 

 
22 41 I made it in 3 days. When I came to the location where my regiment was 

supposed to be stationed, the regiment had already moved forward 1.5 days 
sooner than the date I was to arrive. 23 00 

 
23 00 I mean the date of my arrival was indicated in my papers. And so I had to 

catch up with the regiment. I was asking around at the commandant’s office; 
some knew, some didn’t. 23 14 

 
23 14 I was asking if anybody saw my regiment passing by. Anyway, I eventually 

managed to join my regiment on the way to Orsha. There was a pretty long 
way to Orsha. (Was there a major battle in the Orsha area?)23 39 

 
23 39 What happened in Orsha… there was a strong line of defence in Orsha. The 

Germans had set up a strong line of defence… a multi-row covering force. 
That’s why our troops were hesitating, as there wasn’t enough manpower to 
start an attack and to break their line. 24 09 

 
24 09 We were waiting to pass around. We passed around on the north… rather on 

the north-west, east, then north, and north-west in the vicinity of the city of 
Vitebsk. 24 25 

 
24 25 We walked around the Vitebsk fortified area, walked from the boggy area in 

the enemy’s rear line. Not until Vitebsk was conquered were we able to move 
from the flank, even from the enemy rear lines, the fortified area of Orsha 
section of the front.  24 49 

 
24 49 Only when the Germans started evacuation we were able to move forward to 

Orsha. We liberated Orsha and went on along Moscow-Warsaw highway, 
rather Minsk-Warsaw. (Where was your last battle?)25 10 

 
25 10 My last point was Vilnius. (Please share) At first, in July, it was Kaunas. After 

Kaunas we were transferred to the Vilnius area. The Germans started, the 
Nazis started fighting back and striking from the air. 25 37 

 
25 37 They carried out air strikes against the railways and the railways station in 

Vilnius. That was the way westwards. That’s why our regiment was removed 
from the Vilnius fortified area. (Tell us about your last battle).25 58 

 
25 58 My last battle was in Vilnius… in Vilnius… in July, not sure what the date was. 

The last one was an air…our regiment received commendation. We secured 2 
or 3 hits. 26 26 
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26 26    We hit enemy’s planes. As far as I remember there were no downed planes. 

There were only planes put out of action. That was my last battle. It was in 
July, I don’t remember what the exact date was. 26 43 

 
26 43 The troops had already covered a long distance. We already reached as far as 

the Polish border, we already crossed it. (What experience is the most 
memorable?)27 09 

 
27 10 My most memorable experience was the day I was wounded. (Please share). I 

can’t remember, all I know is what I was told later. I was told that the 
rifleman who was beside me was blown to bits. 27 29 

 
27 29 I was seen holding a telephone instrument in my hand and lying on the 

ground as if sleeping. I fell back. I was obviously thrown back. That was my 
most memorable experience. 27 44 

 
27 44 And the second one…27 48   
 
End of file 
 
 
LEV NEVLER 2.  
Duration 16:19 
00 00  And second one was that I didn’t become a radio operator. Instead I became 

a gun crew member. I was asked about that. The thing is I was the only man 
among the girls in the command platoon. 00 19 

 
00 19 A radio telegraph operator... among service women. A woman was a 

commander of the long-range team in the command platoon. Long-range 
team members were also women. 00 39 

 
00 39 Anti-aircraft artillery command platoon was all women too, approximately 38 

women in the platoon. They worked 3 shifts day and night servicing the laying 
device. I was the only man there. 01 00 

 
01 00 Some of the women commanders made it clear that I was kind of in the way. 

“It was OK while he was a boy. When he’s in the toilet everyone has to wait 
for him to leave”. 01 15 

 
01 15 And so when one of the radio operators left the ranks, posted from the unit, 

our battery commander offered “You know we need someone to come to 
artillery men to help”. 01 31 

 
01 31 “Will you go to the artillery crew, the gun platoon?” I go “If there is need in 

me, I will”. And so I was assigned to be an artillery crew member, a spotter. 
My task was like this. There was this antiaircraft artillery fire control device. I 
was to send via cables information picked up from a moving object. 02 04 

 
02 04 An object moving in the air, an enemy aircraft. My task was to read the 

distance and to spot the aircraft and perform adjustments to determine a 
type of a detonating fuse for a missile to hit the target.02 28 
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02 28 The spotter’s mission was very important. We had a special table showing for 

instance, that the altitude is 15 km… rather 15,000 meters. 15 km… I had to 
make adjustments taking into account the speed… for instance 4 to 12 km, 
that’s just an example. 02 57 

 
02 57 An adjustment…Suppose the fuse was set to 22 sec. I adjusted to 24. I 

provided the person who set the fuse with the number which was not 23 as it 
was written, but rather 25. 03 19 

 
03 19 That is I made adjustments. I had to do the calculation on time… normally 

smart men used to be assigned to that post. I had to do the calculation and 
the adjustment… it wasn’t accurate, just approximate, but ahead of time. 03 
33 

 
03 33 … before the missile is being charged and fired, I had to produce calculations 

and adjustments. I don’t remember all the details now. We always had a 
special adjustment table in view. 03 52 

 
03 52 I had to consult the table beforehand…there always was a light over the table 

so a man could see what was written there. (Were you in Lithuania when the 
war ended?)04 02 

 
04 02 In Lithuania, yes, in Lithuania. I was in Lithuania when the war ended. In 

Vilnius, Lithuania. (Do you remember the last day of the war?)04 13 
 
04 13 I remember the last day. Of course it was a very memorable day. Let me tell 

you why. I don’t remember why I happened to be outside. I was our division’s 
komsomol leader. 04 36 

 
04 36 That was a voluntary position. A career officer was a regiment’s komsomol 

leader. For some reason I was in the street. Suddenly I heard an 
announcement that the war action was stopped. 04 58 

 
04 58 The war ended. I rushed to our battery commander’s dug-out. I found them 

having a party! That was May 8th, right May 8th.  And so the commander… I’m 
not sure I should tell you about that…05 22 

 
05 22 When I approached I saw the control platoon commander running out of the 

meeting room… a woman…it was an all-women platoon…she goes “Lev, in 
honour of our victory, I want to yield to you completely!”05 58 

 
05 58 I was a young guy, I didn’t have it in my head to have sex…where? how? 

what? “I want to be with you in honour of the Victory Day!” I calmed her 
down a little. 06 15 

 
06 15 I took her outside. I think she was drunk and overwhelmed with the joy over 

the victory. So I calmed her down. 06 30 
 
06 30 I don’t remember what was after that. That’s what came to my mind now: 

her meeting with me. That was one of my memories. We learnt that the war 
ended on the 8th of May. 06 50 
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06 50 (What did you do after the war?)After the war… after the war our regiment 

was reinforced with fresh forces. Our units were restructured. Instead of a 4 
guns’ battery they made an 8 guns’ one. 07 19 

 
07 19 That’s because the antiaircraft artillery control device was supposed to 

support up to 12 guns. And so they found a happy medium: an 8 guns’ 
battery. The device had a support reserve. 07 41 

 
07 41 And so an 8 guns’ battery was involved in the next manoeuvres.  The 

restructuring was completed by the end of July, or beginning of August. The 
women were not with us any more. 07 57 

 
07 57 Fresh forces arrived from the west to continue their service. Also a lot of 

reserve officers arrived. There were a few reserve regiments to be 
demobilized, retired or transferred to the reserves. 08 23 

 
08 23 And we were involved in training. And later, in ’46… yes, in ’46…I was still in 

my regiment. In ’46 I had a severe liver pain attack. I don’t remember what 
the exact reason was…08 50 

 
08 50 I think it was right, I don’t remember the article number…they evaluated me 

as unfit for further military service. The surgery… when it…it was like this: I 
had pain, but when I came to see the doctor the pain was gone. 09 15 

 
09 15 The pain attack was gone and I felt well as if nothing was wrong with me. 

Anyway I was evaluated, hospitalized and evaluated as unfit for military 
service. I was to finish my service term in a non-effective unit. 09 46   

 
09 46  At that time I wasn’t aware that I was entitled to apply for demobilization 

due my intention to continue my studies. I found out about that later. 10 05 
 
10 05 And so I went on serving in the army. I wasn’t involved in regular training. I 

was assigned to serve at the division head quarters. Also I continued my work 
as division’s komsomol leader. 10 21 

 
10 21 (What did you do after you demobilized from the army?) I demobilized on 

February 22, ’48, a month before…I got an official note of demobilization in 
’48, a month prior to my birthday. 10 48 

 
10 48 I arrived at home a day before my birthday. There’s something else I’d like to 

add. I didn’t just stay in the regiment. In late ’46 a company was formed to 
build, restore and restructure the Chernyshevsky barracks in Moscow. 11 22 

 
11 22 They rebuilt the barracks to be used as head quarters. There were a few 

buildings, probably 2 buildings were supposed to be rebuilt to be used as air 
defence and artillery national HQ. 11 46 

 
11 46 The painters and builders suggested I joined them. They called me to join 

them. The personnel consisted of those who had been drafted in Leningrad 
and Moscow. 12 05 
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12 05 I had been neither a Leningrad nor a Moscow resident. The painter officers 
who were also on their way asked me if I had a family in Moscow. I said I did. 
“So name a few names or just one name of your relatives, and you’ll qualify”. 
12 26 

 
12 26 And so I did. I named my relatives and I was taken to the company. I worked 

in restoration or rather equipment or whatever all the time until my 
demobilization. (What did you do in the peace time?) 12 44 

 
12 44 Air Defence HQ and Artillery national HQ. (What did you do in the peace 

time?) In the peace time, after demobilization I continued my studies. I 
demobilized in March and enrolled right away. 13 06 

 
13 06 I didn’t have a 9th  grade certificate, because I hadn’t completed 9th  grade. 

Right away I enrolled in 4th term, 9th grade. I finished 9th grade and went on 
to study in grade 10. I studied in grade 10 full time as I had to catch up on 
what I missed. 13 30 

 
13 30 In the summer of ’49 I was admitted to the Medical University. I studied at 

the Medical University and had some odd jobs. After I finished my 4th year I 
got a job, by reference of a Medical University alumnus, as a surface anatomy 
teacher with Art and Graphics Department of the Teachers’ Training 
University. 14 06 

 
14 06 I didn’t use that opportunity when I graduated. On graduation I got assigned 

to a health care position. Later I realized that I had made a mistake. But 
that’s how it was. 14 24 

 
14 24 I got an assignment as a health care specialist in applied medicine. (When did 

you move to Canada?) We moved to Canada in ’94. We joined our daughter 
who had lived in Canada for 5 years. 14 47 

 
14 47 They sponsored us. (How many children do you have?) I got married in 

February, ’53. I have 2 daughters. One daughter was born in ’54 and the 
other one was born in November, ’56. 15 14 

 
15 14 My younger daughter lives in Canada. She sponsored our immigration to 

Canada. The other one lives in Minsk, Belarus, former Soviet Union. I have 2 
grandsons and a granddaughter. 15 42 

 
15 42 My grandchildren are married. My elder grandson has 3 children. My younger 

grandson has no children yet. My younger grandson also lives in Edmonton, 
like us. 16 01 

 
16 01 Our younger daughter initially moved to Edmonton. She still lives here. We, 

as well, have been living in Edmonton all those years. (Thank you). 16 19 
 
16 19     End of interview 
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