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00 00 Semen: (interviewer) Personal information? (interviewer) Semen Grigorievich 

Perlamutrov. I was born on March 1, 1920 in Ukraine. I immigrated to Canada 
on June 6, 1975. Since then I’ve been living in Toronto, Canada. (Tell us 
about your life before the war began).00 45 

 
00 45 Before the war began I was an ordinary Soviet citizen. I worked as an auto 

mechanic. After graduation from school I enrolled in a Teachers Training 
Institute. I was a 1st year student when the war began in 1941. On July 14 
my father and I received call-up papers for the army service. 01 28 

 
01 28 At that time the war had already begun. I had a chance to learn about the 

discipline and order in the Soviet Army. The Soviet Army was poorly equipped 
at the time. There was no mechanical traction in the artillery. The traction 
was based on horses. It lasted until the Germans were defeated near Moscow. 
02 03 

 
02 03 The Germans left a lot of machinery there. Our army made use of the 

machinery the Germans had left near Moscow. Since then artillery guns were 
moved by tractor vehicles. Due to that all the military operations were 
enhanced. 02 22 

 
02 33 That was how the war began. I was sent to the Leningrad Front. Part of that 

Front near the river Volkhov was called the Volkhov Front. At that time 
general Vlasov was Front Commander; he later defected to the Germans. 03 
14 

 
03 14 I stayed in that army until March 10, 1942 when I was wounded and 

evacuated to the mainland. I went through 5 hospitals – I was moved from 
one hospital to another, getting closer to the Ural Mountains. On discharge 
from the hospital I was given a 2-week leave. 04 03 

 
04 03 I went to the city of Dushanbe where my mother lived in evacuation with her 

3 children. That’s where I met my future wife – Doctor Eva Moiseevna 
Perlamutrova. (What division were you in and what was the division’s task?) I 
served in anti-tank artillery. 04 42 

 
04 42 The division was equipped with small guns utilizing 3 kinds of shells: armour 

piercing shells, fire shells putting tanks on fire and shrapnel shells targeting  
infantry. I was wounded before too long, on March 10. After that I was moved 
to the mainland. 05 18 

 
05 18 My last hospital was located in a school in the city of Izhevsk. (what was your 

rank in the army?)I was a plugman (заряжающий) in the anti-tank artillery. 
The crew consisted of 5 men. There weren’t many battles. The conditions 
were difficult – it was freezing cold, the temperature went down to minus 55 
degrees. 06 08 

 
06 08 (What was your rank?) I was a private soldier, a plugman; I loaded shells into 

a plug. That’s what my rank was. On March 10 I was wounded. I was moved 
to the army rear which was very difficult at the time. (Tell us about the Battle 
of Leningrad). Don’t you know about the Battle of Leningrad? 06 51 
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06 51 Leningrad was surrounded, there was a siege. Our task was to breach the 

siege. We didn’t have a chance to breach the siege until 2 years later. Our 
troops were attacking to breach the siege for 2 years. Finally after the 
Germans were defeated near Moscow and Kursk, they became so weak that 
they had to retreat.  

 
07 27 That’s when the siege was breached, the populating getting food and the right 

to live, thanks to the army destroying several German divisions. (Tell us 
about the circumstances of your being wounded). I was wounded at night. We 
stayed in trenches, 2 or 3 men in a trench. 08 00 

 
08 00 We covered ourselves with pine branches, warming one another. It was 

freezing cold. After I was wounded I was moved to a basement in a nearby 
house where I stayed until the night came. At night all the injured soldiers 
were put on trucks to be moved behind the front line. 08 34 

 
08 34 There were paths in the forest leading from the front line to the front rear. I 

found myself in Malaya Vishera. I was provided first aid and waited for a train 
to pick the injured up and move us away from the front line. I was moved out 
with 3 transfers on my way. 09 05 

 
09 05 I ended up in the city of Izhevsk. After the discharge from the hospital I was 

given a 2 week leave to go to my family – my mother with her 3 children. My 
father was at the front at the time. My father and I joined the army at the 
same time. 09 28 

 
09 28 (Was there anti-Semitism in your division?) Pardon? (Repeats the question). 

Yes, there was. In my unit there were many Tartars and those who had lived 
in exile in the Volga area. I used to hear them calling us names. I had fear to 
be shot by one of them from behind, as it had happened to other Jews. 10 22 

 
10 22 That’s how it was regarding anti-Semitism. (Were there many Jews in the 

Soviet Army?) Yes, there were many Jews. According to the stats, 500 000 
Jews served in the army. Many of them were awarded medals, including 
Heroes of the Soviet Union. 10 55 

 
10 55 There were more than 100 Jewish Heroes of the Soviet Union. (Do you know 

stories about the Jewish heroes?) Yes, I do. I know many stories about 
heroes who continued fighting back when the rest were retreating. They 
fought until they were killed. Those heroes were awarded the title of Hero of 
the Soviet Union posthumously. 11 34 

 
11 34 Those heroes gave their lives. Others stayed alive and were awarded the title 

of Hero of the Soviet Union. They were more than 100. (Do you know their 
names?) I knew many names…(Please repeat) Pardon? (Please repeat). Of 
course, if a soldier didn’t dig around he was dead for sure. 12 37 

 
12 37 A soldier’s place was in a trench watching out for the enemy and shooting at 

the enemy. (Please repeat). No, it was difficult. When a fight was over… 
(Interviewer interrupts: Please say again that those people in trenches were 
Jews). Yes, there were Jews among them. 13 19 
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13 19 Well, not only Jews. Those who resisted and fired at the enemy, those who 

survived… after a battle a battalion or a company commander made a report 
to the regiment commander stating the names of those who distinguished 
themselves in action. 13 43 

 
13 43 There were Jewish names among them. They were awarded too. (Why so 

many Jews were Heroes of the Soviet Union?) Pardon? (Repeats the 
question). They weren’t many, they were few! The Jews were excellent 
soldiers, there should have been more Jewish Heroes of the Soviet Union. 14 
16 

 
14 16 However not all the Jewish heroes were reported to be recommended for the 

award. There should have been more Jews – Heroes of the Soviet Union. 
There was a writer who wrote about Heroes of the Soviet Union, stating each 
name and describing the heroic deed of each Hero. 14 45 

 
14 45 (What is your personal contribution to the victory in the war?) My 

contribution? I was at a difficult front, where it was freezing cold. Many of the 
soldiers had been frost bitten. We were given warm hats and mittens, but the 
weather had its effect. 15 22 

 
15 22 We were going through the same hardships, me, the Russians, the Siberians 

and other nationalities. I was like them, not worse than they were. (Do you 
think you could be called a Jewish war hero?) It depended on my 
commander’s evaluation. 15 53 

 
15 53 If my commander evaluated my performance on a specific day positively, 

stating that I had loaded many shells… very often I used to save the gun from 
being destroyed. Those were my good deeds. It depended on the 
commander’s evaluation. 16 37 

 
16 37 Sometimes there was no time to go into the awards. The commander was 

busy fighting the enemy tanks. When the fight was over and the enemy 
retreated or was destroyed, that was the time for the commander to make a 
report stating the names of those who distinguished themselves in action. 17 
11 

 
17 11 (Tell us about the time when after the discharge from the hospital you served 

as a driver). After the war? After the war I worked as an auto mechanic. I put 
together new assemblies out of spare parts. That was my job after the war. 
(Tell us about you being a driver at the Home Front.) 17 47 

 
17 47 After I was demobilized from the army I worked like everyone else – getting 

my payment at the end of each month. Those were the roots of my life. That 
was my livelihood. (Tell us what you did at the home front). I repaired 
vehicles. 18 17 

 
18 17 I fixed engines, gear boxes. I replaced faulty parts with new ones. (Did you 

go to the rear after you were wounded?) After my recovery I was given 2 
week leave, as I said before. I went to see my mother with her 3 children. 19 
06 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 Semen Perlamutrov            Duration: 26:29                 Russian Vets, Interview date Nov 30/2010 
 

  4 
 

 
19 06 She was evacuated. I wrote her a letter telling her that if I feel well I will 

come to visit her. And so I came to Dushanbe city. I spent 2 weeks there. 
After that I applied to the garrison hospital to extend my leave. I was given 6 
months of “non-effective” service. 19 40 

 
19 40 That’s what it was called: I didn’t have to serve in the army for 6 months. 

And one more time until they decided to give me an assignment of escorting 
soldiers and officers to their units at the front line. 20 12 

 
20 12 That’s what I was doing until the end of the war. When the war ended I went 

to my hometown Odessa. (Please give us more details about your work on the 
trains) Pardon? (Repeats question). The trains? 20 35 

 
20 35 I was a passenger on trains. (Tell us about escorting officers to the front line). 

Those were companies, platoons and battalions going to the front line. My job 
was to escort them. I was in charge of a train car and 100 officers and 
soldiers. 21 07 

 
21 07 I had a list of men and I was responsible for escorting them to the front. 

(What do you mean by escorting?) Pardon? (Repeats question) I was in 
charge of providing men with food. They had their meals at big railway 
stations before getting to their units. 21 52 

 
21 52 They were going to the front to fight for the victory. I wasn’t fighting any 

more. I was with them before they got to the front. (What were your feelings 
about being a Jew and serving in the Red Army?) 22 27 

 
22 27 They never called me a Jew. I was called by my name. My name was on the 

list. Nobody called me a Jew. That’s all. They didn’t use to say Jew to me, 
never. (Looking back at your service in the Red Army, what are your feelings 
now?) 23 08 

 
23 08 My feelings? When everything is OK nobody bothered us. Only when 

something was wrong, like shortage of food, etc, they used to put the blame 
on the Jews. There were no pogroms. Not in the army. The discipline in the 
army was strict. 23 47 

 
23 47 (Does the youth percept the Jewish veterans as heroes?) Those who fought to 

win the war deserve to be respected —not just the Jews, but everyone who 
fought and won the war. The war was horrible and hard. The Jews were part 
of the entire army. Everything was normal. 24 30 

 
24 30 (No more questions, we’re going to shoot your medals. Thank you for the 

interview, it was very interesting. This one is “They hero of WWII” (shows the 
medal). Those on the other side are anniversary medals. Does he speak 
Russian? These 2 medals were given to me before the rest of them were. 25 
45 

 
25 45 I’ve been here for 35 years already. (Len thanks for the interview).  
 
26 29 End of interview.       
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